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PREFACE. 


'þ H E following Dialogue is ſup- 
be poſed to have paſſed in the 
C province of Quebeck in North-Ame- 
4 rica, in the month of July, 1775, be- 
® | tween a ſenſible and ſubſtantial Cana- 
A dian freeholder, of the Roman-Catho- 
lick religion, and an Engliſh Proteſ- 
tant gentleman, who had long reſided 
1 in that province, ſince it became ſub- 
A je& to the crown of Great-Britain, 
but had been abſent from it for five or 
4 {1x years preceding the date of this 
dialogue, which he had ſpent 3 in the 
neighbouring Engliſh provinces of 

North America. It is intended to con- 
vey to the public a true repreſentation 
of the ſentiments of the F rench, or 
A Canadian, inhabitants of that pro- 
3 vince 


PREFACE. 


vince concerning the late Quebeck- 
AR, according to the beſt accounts 
the writer of this dialogue has received 
of them; and likewiſe to ſuggeſt ſome 
reaſons, for repealing without delay, 
together with that obnoxious act, the 
late act of parliament for altering 
the charter of the Maſſachuſet's Bay. 
The three firſt ſpeeches of the Eng- 


liſhman, with the Frenchman's an- 
ſwers to them, are the ſame in ſub- 


ſtance with what the writer is aſſured 
did really paſs in a converſation of 
this kind in the province of Quebeck 
between two perſons of the foregoing 
deſcription. The reſt of the dialogue 


is the invention of the writer, but 


agreeable to the accounts which he 


of the Canadians and other Americans. 


THE 
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has received concerning the ſentiments 
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anadian Freeholder : 
A 


DIALOGUE. 


ENGLISHMAN. 
ELL, my friend, I ſuppoſe that 
you, and all your countrymen here, 
are very happy at the great change of the laws 
and government of this province by the late 
act of parliament, ' 


8 


FRENCHMAN. 
Not at all, Sir, I can aſſure you. And I 


wonder you ſhould think we can be pleaſed 
I | with 
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with it. Tt is calculated only to gratify the 
pride, and ſupply the wants, of ſome of our 


 beggarly nobleſſe, who are now in hopes to 
get places of power and profit in the province, 


and to renew their old practices of oppreſſing 


and domineering over us. For ſuch, you very 


well know, was their behaviour to us in the 


time of the French government, and that our 
emancipation from that ſpecies of tyranny by 
the eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh laws, was 


exceedingly agreeable to us, and gave univer- 


fal ſatisfaction. But now all this comfort is 


at an end, and the gloomy proſpe& of the 


return of our former ſervitude preſents itſelf 


to our imagination, and fills us with great 


uncaſineſs. For, by the revival of the French 
laws, we are apprehenſive that all thoſe op- 


preſſive powers of the nobleſſe over the com- 


mon people will be re-eſtabliſhed ; and by 


the clauſe in the a& which permits Roman- 
Catholicks to hold offices of truſt and power, 
we are induced to ſuſpect that there is an 
intention in government of beſtowing theſe 
offices on ſome of our former ſuperiours, from 
whoſe domination we have been fo happily 
free for theſe fifteen years laſt paſt. 


EN G- 


7-1 
ENGLISHMAN. 


Well, I cannot blame your reaſoning : : it is 
indeed but too well founded. But what ſay 
5 p «you to the clauſe which confirms your reli- 
Sion? Surely that muſt pleaſe you. 


FRENCHMAN.” 


Me have no more reaſon to be pleaſed with 
25 that clauſe than the other. It is true indeed 
that we are zealouſly attached to our religion, 
and ſhould have been very unhappy if we had 
not been tolerated in the free exerciſe of it. 
But we were ſo tolerated to the utmoſt extent 
of our wiſhes before the late act of parliament. 
It was ſtipulated in the capitulation in Sep- 
tember 1760, that the free exerciſe of our 
religion ſhould ſubſiſt intire, ſo that all ranks 
and conditions of men, both in the towns 
and countries, might continue to aſſemble in 
the churches, and to frequent the ſacraments 
as heretofore, without being moleſted in any 
manner, directly or indirectly. And this was 


7 readily granted to us by our humane con- 


queror, General Amherſt. But when the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, our general, demanded 


further, 


q 
— 


8 


* 14 


4 2 3 pr” nf i 
Te 


OI 28 
Tata we * 

; P 

T5 BY 


jt FR ELSE 


- 


* 


S ˙ A W es Ee mn 
* — 


„ ö r 
— 0 . 


Engliſh government, to pay to our prieſts the 
— tythes,- ahd all the taxes which we were uſed 
to pay under the government of our former 
| Sovereign, General Amherſt (who did not 
_ think it neceſſary to perpetuate our religion 
by a compulſive proviſion for the prieſts who 
teach it,) very wiſely refuſed to grant this 
ſecond requeſt, and made anſwer, bat the 
obligation of paying the tythes to the prigſis would 
depend on the king's pleaſure. In .conſequence 
of; this anſwer, we. have underſtogd, that we 
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we ſhould pay thams 3 or, in p ger words, we 
- thought that the legal right of our prieſts to 
demand them, and ſue for them i in a court of 
Juſtice, was ſuſpended till his Majeſty's plea- 
ſure ſhould be declared fot revival of it; 
and no ſuch declaration had been made before 
the late a& of parliament... Theſe points of 
the capitulatio on have been ſtrictly obſerved on 
all hands, ever ſince they were ſettled till the 
preſent time, that is, for a ſpace. of fifteen 
years. We have enj joyed the free exerciſe of 
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| our religion in the higheſt degree poſſible. 


we have had our prieſts to officiate to us both 
ee and privately, in the ſame open and 
unreſtrained manner as under the French go- 


M * vernment: and we have aſſembled in our 
1 Churches and frequented the ſacraments in the 
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ſame manner as heretofore, as the article of 
the capitulation above-mentioned demanded 
for us the liberty of doing; and not one of 
our churches in the whole province has been 
1 from us for the uſe of the proteſtants. 
This degree of juſtice and honour in the 


= Engliſh government, with reſpect to the ob- 


| 5 ſervation of this important article of the ca- 
pitulation, has at once aſtoniſhed and delighted 
us. And the other point, concerning the 


tythes, has been likewiſe conſtantly obſerved; 
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nn that our prieſts have not preſumed to 
= ſue for their tythes in any of the courts of 
tee: in the province ever ſince the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the civil government, being conſcious 
ba they could not maintain a legal right to 


1 chem on account of the faid anſwer of General 
1 Amherſt to the fecond requeſt above-men- 


tioned. Yet, as we are fincere and zealous in 
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3 wo belief of our religion, we have uſually 
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paid them to the prieſts that did the duty of 
our pariſhes, though we knew we could not 
be compelled to it : and few complaints have 


been made againſt us for our negle& of them 
in this particular; eſpecially where we have 


been ſatisfied with their conduct, both with 


reſpect to the decency and regularity of their 


lives, and to their diligent diſcharge of the 
duties of the paſtoral office. In theſe caſes 
we have always throughout the province made 
a liberal proviſion for the prieſts who admi- 


| Niſtered to us the offices of our religion: and 


we have found that the liberty we have had of 


paying them the tythes, or letting it alone, 


as we thought fit, has contributed very much 


to make them behave in ſuch a manner as to 


deſerve them. This ſituation of things pleaſed 


us extremely. ' We enjoyed the exerciſe of 
our religion in as free and ample a manner as 


we had done in the time of the French go- 
vernment : and we had the additional advan- 


tage of rewarding our prieſts in the manner 
We thought proper, and in proportion to the 3 
merit of their behaviour towards us in the 


diſcharge of their parochial duties. You can- 


not rue think that the enj oyment of ſuch a 4 
power 


only of proteſtant members,) has deprived us 
of this power, and forced us to pay our tythes 


to our prieſts (whether we are pleaſed, with 
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power over our prieſts as this was could be 
diſagreeable to us. Whoever does think ſo is 
moſt egregiouſly miſtaken. But now your 


them or not, ) to the uttermoſt farthing. And, 


however ill they may behave amongſt us,. — 
though they ſhould be the moſt vicious fellows 
in their pariſhes, wholly given up to drunken- 
neſs and lewdneſs, debauching our wives and 
daughters, and neglecting the moſt important 
duties of their office, and behaving to us 


with the utmoſt contempt and inſolence ;--yet, 


when once it has pleaſed the biſhop to appoint 
them to be our pariſh prieſts, we muſt, for the 
future, pay them their tythes and. other dues 
in the ſame manner as if their conduct had 


intitled them to. our entire approbation. Now 


this is a duty impoſed on us by the late act, 
which we ſhall certainly perform in theſe 


= caſes with great reluctance. —In ſhort, as the 


former clauſe, which revives the French laws, 


ſeems calculated to bring us again under ſervi- 
> tude to our nobleſſe; ſo this other clauſe, 
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which revives the legal obligation of paying | 
the prieſts their tythes, ſeems calculated to 
bring us under ſubjection to our prieſts : and 
neither of theſe changes 1 in our late eaſy and 
happy condition is conſidered by us as an 
advantage. Our nobleſſe, (thoſe hungry cor- . 
morants, who are too proud to cultivate their 
lands, as we do, or to follow any uſeful trade 


for their ſubſiſtence, and too poor to live upon U 


their fortunes,) may naturally enough rejoice 
at the late act, as it opens to them a proſpet _ 
of getting lucrative places under the govern- 
ment: and our pariſh prieſts may like it for a 
ſimilar reaſon. But we, the poor people, 
who are to be forced to pay the prieſts their 1 | 
tythes, and to furniſh the taxes out of which 
the large falaries of the great number of lucra- 
tive offices that, we hear, are ſoon to be 


beſtowed on ſome of our nobleſſe, are to ariſe, 


(for we cannot ſuppoſe that Great Britain will 
long continue to bear all theſe unneceflary - 


burthens on her revenue,) muſt take the li- 
berty of diſliking it, and conſidering it as a 


juſt ſubje& of complaint. And even the very 
giving theſe places to our nobleſſe, (if they 
are to be places of any truſt and power, and 


C33 1 
4 4 not mere ſinecure places by way of diſguiſe for 
penſions,) is an alarming event to us poor 


*7 Canadians, independently of the taxes which, 
> we fear, will be laid on us to provide the 
ſalaries of them; becauſe it will again furniſh 


ak them with the means of oppreſſing and in- 
2 ſulting us, as they did in the time of the 


> French government z---a treatment we ſhall 
N be little able to bear now after the mild and 
- impartial adminiſtration of juſtice and mode- 
rate uſe of power which we have experienced 


from the Engliſh magiſtrates, by whom we 
have been governed for theſe laſt fifteen years. 
If theſe therefore are the favours of the Britiſh 
parliament, we hope they will for the future 
be very ſparing of their acts of indulgence to 
us.---I believe you will agree with me that 
theſe ſentiments are not ill-founded. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I do indeed moſt ſincerely: and I partly 
> gueſſed that you might entertain theſe ſenti- 
1 ments; but was deſirous of knowing from 
your own mouth whether you did or not, and 


therefore begun our converſation by pretend- 


ing to ſuppoſe that the late act muſt have been 
7 agreeable 
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(44) 
agreeable to you. But give me leave to aſk 
you further, whether the ſentiments you have 


now expreſſed are thoſe of the generality of 
the Canadians, or only of a few perſons who 


have conſidered the ſubject with the ſame 


attention which you ſeem to have given to it. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Tt would be too little to fay they are the 
fentiments of the generality of the Canadians: 
they are the ſentiments of the whole Canadian 
people, except only the very few perſons who 
reap an immediate benefit from the a&, that 
is, the pariſh-prieſts, who are impowered by 
it to ſue us for their tythes in the courts of 
juſtice ; about five or fix of our lawyers, who 
flatter themſelves that the revival of the French 
law will increaſe their buſineſs and conſe- 


quence; and the narrow circle of our poor 


and proud nobleſſe, who are gaping after the 
falaries of the places which are ſoon to. be 


| beſtowed on them, and pleaſing themſelves 


with the thoughts that they ſhall then have an 


opportunity of exerciſing authority over us in 
the ſame manner as they did under the French 


government. Excepting theſe perſons, (who 
Sn may 


1 EF 3 
$ muy amount . to two hundred, or at 
v —— 1 will ven ine re to ay ü that all the reſt 


0 7 of the Canadians, 'who think at all upon the 
e ſubject, entertain the ſame ſentiments as Ido. 


E N G LIS HM A N. 
3 As this is the general way of thinking 
2 Y amongſt the Canadians, pray how comes it to 
2 paſs that they did not make it known to the 


1 . 5 eat in England, before the late Que- 
0 ; F beck act paſſed? For I dare ſay that act was 
If be: with an intention to pleaſe and humour 
y | the Canadians, and thereby diſpoſe them ta 
x | 12 become active inſtruments in the hands of the 


o cron to aſſiſt in the conqueſt of the other 
h tcbellious colonies. Indeed there 1 is no other 
| 1 


- = 12 of accounting for the parliament s paſſing 
r I an act of ſo uncommon a nature, and fo con- 
? ; urg to the moſt fundamental maxims of the 
e 3 Britiſh government. 


FRENCHMAN. 
= I cannot pretend to judge of the political 
views of the Britiſh miniſtry in cauſing that 


[ 26 ] I 
act to be paſſed. But, if they did intend to 


pleaſe the Canadians by it, as you ſuggeſt, 
| (for of myſelf 1 ſhould never have fuſpotted \Þ 


them of ſuch an intention,) I ſuppoſe that 
they muſt have thought that the Canadian 
people were intirely under the influence of 
their prieſts and their nobleſſe, and that they 
followed implicitly wherever the latter led, 
as ſheep do their bell-weather, and conſe- 
quently that, by gratifying the nobleſſe and 


the prieſts, they ſhould gratify all the reſt of 7 


the people. An opinion of this fort muſt have 
prevailed among them. But, (as you well 
know, and as now appears plainly in the _ 
general murmurs at this act all over the pro- _ 
vince,) it is intirely without foundation. 
The nobleſſe have never had any influence 
amongſt them at all, but, on the contrary, 
have been rather looked upon by them as 


objects of terrour and hatred : and the prieſts 


have had but a limited degree of influence 
over them, and only in matters where religion 
has been thought to be concerned. This was 
well known to all the Engliſh inhabitants of 
the province; and therefore we preſumed it 
mult, by their means, be known alſo to the 

government 


#7 1} 


- government in England. But l ſuppoſe they 
have liſtened principally to the ſuggeſtions of 
3 b the Governour, who has been ſo far biaſſed 
{7 by the perpetual flattery of the biſhop and his 


clergy and the nobleſſe of the province (who 
call him their father and protector,) as to con- 


"of ceive them to be of much greater importance 


than they are, and who has probably repre- 


| 4 ſented them in that light to the king's mini- 


© ſters of ſtate, and made them believe that the 
* ſentiments and wiſhes of that ſmall circle of 


| 4 " intereſted perſons were thoſe of the whole 
Canadian people. 


As to making a formal petition to the king 


to continue to us the Engliſh laws in the 
manner we had enjoyed them before the late 
act, (which you ſeem to think we ought to 
1 have done, and which indeed I ſincerely with 
we had done, ) our reaſons for not doing it 

7 were as follows. 


In the firſt place, you well know that the 
anadians are extremely fearful of offending 


their governours, and conſequently of taking 
4 any ſtep which may ex poſe them to their fu- 
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act to be paſſed. But, if they did intend to 
pleaſe the Canadians by it, as you ſuggeſt, 


(for of myſelf I ſhould never have ſuſpected 


them of ſuch an intention,) I ſuppoſe that 
they muſt have thought that the Canadian 


people were intirely under the influence of 


their prieſts and their nobleſſe, and that they 
followed implicitly wherever the latter led, 


as ſheep do their bell-weather, and conſe- 


quently that, by gratifying the nobleſſe and 
the prieſts, they ſhould gratify all the reſt of 
the people. An opinion of this ſort muſt have 


| prevailed among them. But, (as you well 


know, and as now appears plainly in the 


general murmurs at this act all over the pro- 


vince,) it is intirely without foundation. 
The nobleſſe have never had any influence 
amongſt them at all, but, on the contrary, 
have been rather looked upoti by them as 


objects of terrour and hatred : and the prieſts 


have had but a limited degree of influence 
over them, and only in matters where religion 
has been thought to be concerned. This was 


well known to all the Engliſh inhabitants of 


the province; and therefore we preſumed it 
mult, by their means, be known alſo to the 
government 


oe” 
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1 government in England. But I ſuppoſe they 
A have liſtened principally to the ſuggeſtions of 
1 the Governour, who has been ſo far biaſſed 


by the perpetual flattery of the biſhop and his 
clergy and the nobleſſe of the province (who 
call him their father and protector, ) as to con- 
ceive them to be of much greater importance 


1 . they are, and who has probably repre- 
ſented them in that light to the king's mini- 
ſters of ſtate, and made them believe that the 

7 " ſentiments and wiſhes of that ſmall circle of 


| intereſted perſons were thoſe of the whole 
Canadian poop. 


As to making a formal petition to the king 


to continue to us the Engliſh laws in the 
manner we had enjoyed them before the late 
act, (which you ſeem to think we ought to 
5 have done, and which indeed I ſincerely wiſh 


we had done,) our reaſons for not doing it 


| were as follows. 


4 In the firſt a you well know that the 


Canadians are extremely fearful of offending 
their governours, and conſequently of taking 
r ſtep which may expoſe them to their fu- 

C ture 


1 99 1 
ture reſentment, This is owing partly to 
the arbitrary manner in which they were uſed 1 
to be commanded in former times, and the . 
diſcretionary power of impriſonment which 
was exerciſed over them by the intendants of 


the province. This habit of obedience and 


terrour has continued amongſt them (thou 
in a leſs degree than formerly,) till almoſt the 
_ preſent time, notwithſtanding the great mild- 
neſs of the Engliſh civil government and the 
cotal ceſſation of the exerciſe of that arbitrary 
power of impriſonment. For they did not 
well know the cauſe of this ceſſation, and 
could not be ſure that it was not the effect of 
ſome temporary policy, which would ſoon be 
laid afide, or of the humane or cautious tem- 
pers of the perſons at the head of the govern- 
ment. They had indeed been told that it was 
the conſequence of the introduction of the 
Engliſh laws and form of government: and 
they, for that reaſon, were greatly delighted 
with thoſe laws and that form of government. 
But yet they ſaw this but imperfectly, and 
therefore had ſtill ſome doubts and apprehen- 
ſions in their minds concerning the ſtability - 
of this new ſtate of caſe and liberty, and 
5 conſequenti) 


1 Bp 

Paar, ſome remains of their ancient 
Habits of fearing to offend the officers of go- 
&crament, Ignorance, you know, 1s often 


both the parent and nurſe of timidity : and 
of our Canadians, for the moſt part, can neither 


nd 4 ead nor write : nor have they been accuſ- 
gh 4 omed, nor indeed have they dared till of 
the late years, to think upon the ſubje& of go- 
d- vernment. It ought not therefore to be matter 


of wonder that they do not yet think either 
very freely or very accurately concerning it, 
not and much leſs that they are ſhy of acting with 
nd reſpect to it in a manner that they ſuſpect will 

be offenſive to their ſuperiours. This I take 
be to be one of the reaſons why they did not 
m- make ſuch a petition as you mention, to ex- 
rn- preſs their deſire that the laws of England 
vas fight be continued in the province, 


and A A ſecond reaſon for their not making ſuch 
ted 2 petition may alſo be referred to their igno- 
nt. rance. There are ſome parts of the laws of 
England which, if they were to be put in 
en- practice here, would be greatly and juſtly 
li) diſagreeable to them, Such is the Englith 
and law of inheritance of land by primogeniture; 


tly Eo which, 


T 7 


which, if it were to be immediately intro- 


duced into the province ſo as to affect the 


tainly cauſe great uneaſineſs and miſery in 1 


only with reſpect to the children of marriages 


1 


5 
n 

* 

* 


2% 


families; though, if it were to take place 


hereafter to be contracted, with a power in 
the parents to avoid it, if they thought proper, 
and to retain their former law of inheritance 
by partition, either by inſerting a clauſe for 


that purpoſe in their marriage-agreements, or 


in their laſt wills, or in any deed executed in 
their life-time, I am inclined to think it would 
give the Canadians no offence, but rather be 
well received by them, becauſe they have 


often obſerved and lamented the many incon- 


veniencies that have reſulted from the ſub- 


diviſion of ſmall lots of land in conſequence 
of their preſent law of inheritance by par- 
tition. 


law of England would be very diſagreeable to 
them, even though they ſhould be impowered 
to avoid its operation by deviſing their land 
in the manner they ſhould think proper by 

their laſt wills and teſtaments, becauſe, as 
they can neither write nor read, and are not 
much 


Yet the ſudden introduction of this 


| 4 


2 "the old one. 
parts of the Engliſh law which would really 
; 4 be diſagreeable to the Canadians. 
5 part of it that would alſo be diſguſting to 
3 them, is the law of tythes. 
1 that, by the law of England, the owners of 
land are obliged to pay every tenth ſheaf of 
their corn to the parſon of the pariſh ; whereas 
the tythes paid in this province in the time 
| : of the French government was only the 
; twenty-ſixth buſhel of corn ready threſhed 
| : out, and made fit to put up in the barn. 
Now it would be thought highly oppreſſive 
[ by the inhabitants of this province, notwith- 
: ſtanding their ſincere attachment to the Ro- 
man-Catholick religion, to be forced to pay 
tythes to their prieſts at the enormous rate of 


Fg 


[ 21 1 


much accuſtomed to make wills, this pre- 


: ; 1 aution would probably be often neglected. 


F 


and the younger children of families, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch neglect, would be diſap- 
pointed, by the operation of the new law, of 


the ſhares of their father's eſtate, which they 


had been bred up in the expectation of under 
This therefore is one of thoſe 


Another 


For we are told 


every tenth ſheaf ; ſince, as I ſaid above, they 


Xx f Were extremely pleaſed with the liberty al- 


lowed 


[ 22 ] 
lowed them, ever fince the capitulation in 
1760 till the preſent act, of not paying even 
their accuſtomed tythe, though ſo much leſs * 
than the Engliſh tythe, unleſs they choſe it. 
Theſe therefore are two parts of the Engliſh 
hw which, if they were to be practically 
introduced in the province, would give great 
offence to the Canadians. And perhaps there 
may be ſome other parts of that law which 1 
have never heard ſpoken of, or do not at pre- 
ſent recollect, which might be equally diſ- 
euſting to them. 


I am aware that you will obſerve upon this 

lh occaſion, that theſe are two parts of the law 
I i b of England that the Engliſh inhabitants of 
Li} the province have no deſire, or thought, of 
j 10 introducing into it, but that they are willing 
| th | do have them excepted by name, in the plaineſt 
| Wil; manner poſſible, from the general body of the 
11111 laws of England which they with and hope to 

$84 4 4M 


fee eſtabliſhed here, if ſuch an exception of 
them is deſired by the Canadians :——that, as 
to the firſt of them, the law of inheritance 
by primogeniture, they think it would be 
fooliſh and unjuſt to introduce it ſuddenly, 

{0 
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© they ſhall think proper : - 
ak the ſecond point, the 8 of tythes at 
bk 5 the rate of the tenth ſheaf of corn, they 
.** ſhould conſider it as one of the greateſt and 
moſt abſurd oppreſſions that could be intro- 
Fuced into the province, their opinion being 


1-93-13 


n as to affect the preſent generation of Cana- 


7 dians, and are not ſollicitous to have it intro- 
'F Aaced even with reſpect to future generations 


” a 


in the manner I have above mentioned, unleſs 
it be agreeable to the Canadians that it ſhould 


be ſo introduced ;—and that they therefore are 
3 willing to have the cuſtoms of Canada upon 
that head, as well as concerning the dower of 
A L © widows, and the modes of conveying landed 
. property, and, ſtill more, thoſe concerning 
A the tenure of lands, or the mutual rights and 
5 $ duties of the ſeigniors and their freehold 

7 tenants to each other, expreſsly revived and 


' re-eſtabliſhed in ws ample and ſatisfactory a 


1 manner as the Canadians ſhall deſire; pro- 
vided only that they ſhall be permitted to 
N diſpoſe of their own landed property in the 


province by their laſt wills in the manner 
and that, as to 


. "Y 
. 


that the affair of tythes ought to be left in- 


4 tirely voluntary both to the Roman-Catholicks 
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and the proteſtants, without ſo much as re- 


viving the legal obligation of paying the lefler * 


tythe above-mentioned, which was only the 
twenty-fixth buſhel of corn threſhed out and 5 
made fit to be houſed :----and therefore you | 
will conclude that the Canadians need not 
have been apprehenſive that theſe parts of the 8 1 
Engliſh law would have been introduced into 


4 


the province in conſequence of the eee 1 


of the Engliſh inhabitants of it to have — 


law eſtabliſhed. 


Now all this I will allow to by true, : as 11 


have heard it often and --fen from the moſt | 5 


ſenſible Engliſh merchants in the u, 
with whom I have had an opportunity of 
converſing upon the ſubject. But what avails 
its being true, or my knowing it to be 6% 1 
while the bulk of the Canadians are ignorant 
of it, and liable to be impoſed on in this re- 3 
ſpect by thoſe who are endeavouring to pre- 
judice them againſt the Engliſh law, and in 5 
favour of the revival of the French? For theſe 
are the very parts of the Engliſh law which 
thoſe perſons have held out to them as bug- ; 
bears, ſince the paſſing of the late act of par- 


. 4 ] 


F 5 Kartient; to prevent their joini ng with their 
ö 4 En gliſh fellow-ſuby ects in ſolliciting for the 
| b tepeal of it ; as you may ſee by the peruſal of 
1d | i he letter to the Cariadians which was r 


00 lated efirough the province in December, 
1 F 774, in which both the payment of the 


| tx wenty-ſixth buſhel of corn, and the inheritance 
f land by primogeniture, to the excluſion of 
Wl the younger children now living in the 
1 p ovince, and without mentioning even any 
power in the parents to prevent its operation 
by their laſt wills, (though that is alſo a part 
e of the law of England,) are held up as the 
ff neceſſary and immediate conſequences of the 

introduction of the laws of England. His 
Words are theſe. Aimeriez-vous que vos 
3 01 ans heritaſſent a l Angloiſe; tout à Paint, rien 
4 ux cadets ?----Voudriez-vous payer la dixme d 
3 2 eme gerbe, comme en Angleterre? Such 
9 We the difingenuous artifices which have been 
* ed to alarm the poor Canadians with falſe 
[ A @prchenſions concerning the effects of the 
; r Wtrodution of the Engliſh law; and by 
7 e means they have been brought into a 
= 1 5 ſtate 
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ſtate of doubt and irreſolution upon the fub [ 4 
je&, from which they were utterly unable to 
relieve. themſelves, For while, from thei | 
feelings of the eafe, ſecurity, and liberty 
which they have enjoyed for theſe ten year 
paſt, they were inclined to think favourably | 


| of the Engliſh law 48 the cauſe of thoſe great 5 


hend ſome bad conſequences from certain 
parts of it which they have not experienced 
and are not well acquainted with, and which 
they are told will be inevitably forced upon 
them, if the Engliſh laws ſhould be eſtabliſhed 

in the province, though in truth nobody wiſhe: 
to introduce them. In this ſtate of deluſion 
they hardly dared to join with the Engliſh in 
a petition to the king to eſtabliſh the laws of 
England in the province, though they often 
declared that they had been extremely happy 
under them for theſe laſt ten years;----] am 
ſenſible that here it may be aſked why the. 
Engliſh did not undeceive them upon this 
ſubject, and make them underſtand that no- 


body wiſhed to introduce either the Engliſh 
law of paying tythes at the rate of the tenth 
ſheaf, or the Engliſh law of inheritance by 


primogeniture, 
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ub⸗ $rimogeniture, or the Engliſh law of dower, 
Is IF Yr any other part of the Engliſh law relat- 
eu, 


* to landed property, or any other parts of 
erty the Engliſh law that the Canadians ſhould 


ear; have any particular objection to, and that 
ably : therefore they had no occaſion to be under 
ren any uneaſineſs upon that account. To this J 
pre- 


anſwer, that, from their being generally i igno- 

Fant of letters to ſuch a degree as not to be 
1 able either to write or read, it was impoſſible 
fo undeceive them compleatly upon this, or 
any other ſubject, upon which their prieſts, 
6 ho were ſettled amongſt them 1n the ſeveral 


ſhe: pariſhes of the province,) ſhould endeavour 
aſton to miſlead them, as they were known to have 
h in 


fone upon this ſubject, it being an undoubted 

fact that many copies of the letter above- 
1 mentioned ſigned © Le Canadien Patriote, 
pere writ out by the young ſtudents at the 
f minary, or college of ſecular prieſts, at 
Quebeck, which, you know, i is the principal 
Place of education for our young people who 
fre intended for the church. How could the 
Engliſh merchants communicate to the whole 
Body of the Canadians their anſwers to theſe 
4 private and repeated ſuggeſtions of the prieſts 
4: tg 


I 2 } 


to the prejudice of the Engliſh law? If of 
had ſent circular letters through the province, 

either printed or written, the Canadians in 

many places could not have read them: ml | 
if they could, you know the tediouſneſs and 
difficulty of making a ſufficient number. of 
copies of any thing in manuſcript for the 
general 1 information of a whole people; and: 
you know alſo that there is but one printing ; 
preſs in the province, and that that is under 
the direction of the government. To un- 
deceive the Canadians compleatly upon thi: | 
ſubject, and convey to them full information; 
concerning it, was therefore a thing impoſ. 
ſible; though much had been done towards i: 
by the Engliſh inhabitants of the province in 
the way of converſation,---perhaps as much 
as could be done in that way,---and with con- 
ſiderable ſucceſs. This deluſion of the poor 
Canadians concerning certain difagreeable con- 
ſequences which they were falſely told would : 
attend the eſtabliſhment of the Engliſh lau, 
I conſider as a ſecond reaſon of their not 
Joining with the Engliſh inhabitants of the 
province in their pctitions to the king for its : 
continuance, 
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But a third and much ſtronger reaſon tor 
1 their declining to join in ſuch a petition with 
8 n their Engliſh fellow-ſubjects, was a falſe alarm 
and that was ſpread amongſt them by their prieſts 
and | concerning the ſafety of their religion. They 
were told that even that would be in danger, 

if they joined with the Engliſh inhabitants in 
and» * © their petition - to the crown ,----that in that 

ing- caſe a proteſtant aſſembly would perhaps be 
3 eſtabliſhed, which would inſtantly oppreſs 
un- f them in that reſpect by introducing and en- 

thi: forcing the penal laws of England againſt the 

tion; prieſt that ſhould perform maſs and the lay- 
pol- men that ſhould go to church to hear it; all 
ds i: which they aſſured them had hitherto been 


ce in only ſuſpended by the diſcretion and humanity 
nuch of the Governour, but would ſoon be carried 


con- into execution when the good Governour's 
poor. 4 power ſhould be controuled by a turbulent 
on aſſembly of proteſtants inveſted with the ſole 
power of making laws in the province. This 
was the alarm that had the greateſt weight 
with them, and prevented them from joining 
be with the Engliſh inhabitants in their petition 
7 1 the crown for a ſettlement of the province 


Apon the foundation of the Engliſh law. And 


/ [ 30 ] 


in the winter 1774, after the late act of par. 1 
liament had been paſfed and received in the 
province, when the Engliſh inhabitants were 


preparing to ſend over petitions to England 


for the repeal or amendment of it, and the 
continuance of the Engliſh laws, great num- 4 


bers of the Canadians were diſpoſed to join 


with them in making thoſe petitions, and to 
declare that the petition which had been pre. 
ſented to the king in the name of the whole 7 
Canadian people in the ſpring of the ſame year 'F 
1774, and which had unfortunately been made 7 
the ground of the late act of parliament, had 
been made without their conſent, and even ; FT 
without their privity and knowledge. And 
they even went fo far upon that occation as to 
deſire ſome of the Englith inhabitants to pre- 
pare a paper for them to ſign, expreſſing theſe 
ſentiments : but, when the Engliſh had pre- 
pared ſuch a paper, they were afraid to ſign it 
on account of the alarm above-mentioned re- * 
lating to their religion, and excuſed them- * 
ſelves by alledging that they were with-held Y | 
by their ſuperiours, and commanded not to 
join the Engliſh in any public repreſentation 
for Rat, if they did, they would infallibly be 
deprived | 5 


we 
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I RD acprived of their religion, but, if they re- 

Y mained quiet, they might depend upon it that 

4 the Engliſh laws would not be changed. 
Upon this falſe alarm concerning their religion 
in po” they joined with the Engliſh in their 


: 4 etitions; and the equally falſe aſſurance that 
. he Engliſh laws then obſerved in the province 
would not be changed if they remained quiet, 
I they reſolved to take the latter courſe, and 
refuſed to ſign the paper which they had ſome 
time before Gee the Engliſh to draw up 
5 bor them. 


l hope I have now accounted for the refuſal 
df our poor Canadians to join with the Eng- 

liſh inhabitants of the province in petitioning 
9 bor a continuance of the Engliſh laws in a 
manner that is conſiſtent with what I before 
=. of their being perfectly well ſatisfied with 
a 2 them, ſo far as they had had any experience 
7 of them, and of their great and general un- 


— 


their thoughts and reafonin; gs upon the ſubject 4 
in the province, and converſed with them 


myſelf upon it. Indeed I pity them very £ 
heartily, as well as the Engliſh inhabitants of 5 


had been promiſed in that royal proclamation. 4 


32 J 
ENGLISHMAN. | 

You have indeed accounted for the conduct 5 1 
of your countrymen in this particular in a 
manner that gives me perfect ſatisfaction. 3 
And by the circumſtantial deſcription you | 
have given of the motives of their conduct, 
and the artifices that have been uſed to influ- * 
ence them, you have enabled me, as it were, 
to enter into the whole train and courſe of 


2lmoſt as well as if I had reſided all this while 


the province. who certainly had reaſon given 
them by the king's proclamation in 1763 to i 
expect better things than to ſee the French 
laws revived in all civil matters, and to be 1 
governed by a legiſlative council of ſo very 4 
dependent a conſtitution as I underſtand this 4 | 
act of parliament to have eſtabliſhed, and this i 4 
remove from them all 'profped of ever being 
governed by an aſſembly of the people as they I | 
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| The 25 re — - this i in- 
4 definite eſtabliſhment. of a legiſlative council 
"Ip the province: and the more, as they had 
e lared themſelves willing to accept of an 
; 8 0 en An confiſting of proteſtants and 


K 1 Rees der think fit to eſtabliſh an aſſembly 
of that form ; ; _ the cal objection 


4 be removed. This declaration of theirs, ey 
£ nagined, took away all pretence for refuſing 
ff. em an aſſembly 1 in purſuance of tlie royal 
| Nome contained in that famous proclama- 
4 tion. For they ſay they can hardly ſuppoſe 
phat the Engliſh parliament can any longer 
4 ink the profeſſion of the Roman-Catholick 
eligion a juſt objection to a man's being 
Fhoſen into an aſſembly, ſince they do not 
4 make it an objection to his having a ſeat in the 
Ehe council, nor even to his having that 
Nil higher and more dangerous truſt, a mili- 


E tary 


t 4 1 
tary commiſſion. This is what I have heard F 4 
many Engliſhmen declare upon this ſubject: 4 4 


and it appears to me very reaſonable. But we 4 f hb 
F renchmen, not” having been uſed to aſſem. @ 


blies, are more ſhocked- at the other parts o 8 
the act, which revive the French laws, (ani þ 


with them, as we apprehend, our ancient i 


ſubjection to the nobleſſe,) and the legal obl. "i 
80 nas que Feen cheir tythes. = 


ENGLISHMAN. 


3 perceive by your account that the whol: 9 
body of the people, both Canadians and En 9. of 
liſh, are ſadly out of humour at this act dd, an 


parliament. I hope the rebels in the ad} om. 0 
ing colonies will not take advantage of thi gh 


unhappy diſpoſition to invade the country, } ) 


For, if they ſhould, I doubt much whethe [- 5 


they would meet with any reſiſtance, if the to 
offered fair terms to the inhabitants tha ih 
ſhould ſubmit to them. | # 


: Very little, 1 believe; - at leaſt from 0 tl 
Canadians. And the Engliſh inhabitan 


alone could not do a great deal againſt a con- 
aden 


E 1 [ 35 

jderable force, becauſe of the ſmallneſs of 
3 $ * number. And almoſt all the troops 
1 lave been lately drawn out of the rovince 
" reinforce General Gage's army at Boſton. 
3 8 that I am greatly afraid, if the provincials 
| Sould fend an army into the province, that 

= muſt be over-run by them, But I oe 
| # e attempt will not be made, - 


ENGLI SHMAN, 

9 1 hope ſo too: or rather I wiſh it may not. 
4 | r, as the Engliſh Americans all conſider 
- the late Quebeck act as a manifeſt proof of 
1. an intention in the government of England 
* to arm the Canadians and fend a body of 
i» them to attack the back ſettlements of New- 
. England and the other rebellious colonies, I 
an perſuaded the provincials will endeavour 
be before-hand with government in this 
' 1 atter, and will make an attempt to invade 
is province before the Canadians are actually 
Wiſed and embodied ; more eſpecially as the 
"Fovince has been drained of almoſt all its 
ur pops, and the inhabitants of it, both French 
d Engliſh, are known to be greatly diſcon- 
Anted at the late act of parliament, and con- 

% " © 2 8 ſequently 
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of che ill 


effects of 


the Boſton. 0 
charter 4a the other angry acts againſt America, paſſet 


and t 
Quebeck 
act on the 
minds of 


ſequently little inclined to take any active pan 4 


in the defence of the province againſt them ] 


Indeed we may conclude from their la- 1 
attack upon the king's forts at Ticonderog b 
and Crown Point, (which they have taken by g 


ſurprize in a moſt unaccountable manner, 43 


that the provincials have ſuch a deſign, tho 


forts being, as it were, the gates of Canada A 
And I am told that within theſe few day; 
ever fince the beginning of J uly, the troop # 


they have left in garriſon at thoſe place 8 


openly talk of ſpeedily making the attempt. 


FRENCHMAN. 


If they ſhould invade us, I am almoſt ſur: 
they will meet with no reſiſtance from th: 
Canadians. Nay, I much fear that the 


would be joined by ſome of them. 8 e 
ſtrangely have I heard ſome of them tall 


upon the ſubject; and ſo great is their nag 1 
nation at the late att of parliament. 2 


ENGLISHMAN. ® 
Indeed I very much fear that that at ind F 


in the brug of the year 1774 and particu-, 
5 larh 


the Ame- | 


ricans. 


ſ 37 1 


a called the Boſton- charter act, vil 
de the occafion of our loſing the dominion 
2 of F all America. For that ee act 


0 F chat pupilota and dowrrfül colony, but 
bis conſidered e , America as a blow 
| Heading ſtep towards Gmilar alierticiis” in all 
che other charters. And the Quebeck-a&t 
5 has alarmed them till more than the Boſton- 
Charter act, by filling them with apprehenſions 
3f two very dreadful evils ; the firſt, that the 
* Canadians will be armed and employed againſt 
them to keep them in a flaviſh ſubjection to 
whatever laws and taxes the Britiſh miniſtry 
* and parliament (which now are obſerved to 
be very cloſely connected with each other,) 
ſhall think fit to impoſe upon them; and that 
- the Canadians are for that purpoſe to be 
E 3 xcouraged to continue in the popiſh religion, 
and that, with that view, a legal proviſion is 
Wade by the act for the maintenance of the 
, Prieſts who are to teach it them, to the end 
Phat they may be mere readily diſpoſed, in 
_ Conſequence 


1 38 1 


conſequence of their religious opinions and 


their ſuppoſed averſion to proteſtants, to en- 


as the Britiſh parliament has taken upon itſelf } 


to reſcind the king's proclamation of October, 


1763, and thereby to revoke his Majeſty; | | 
promiſe of granting to the inhabitants of Ca. ; £ 


nada a free government by an aſſembly of the 


people, and to eſtabliſh in the ſaid province, 2 
inſtead of ſuch aſſembly, a legiſlative council 
conſiſting of a ſmall and a variable number of 
perſons nominated by the crown, and remove- # 
able at its pleaſure ;---and this not for a few @ 
years only, while ſome inconveniences might 
be ſuppoſed likely to attend the eſtabliſhment 
of an aſſembly, but indefinitely, or without 1 


any limitation of time ;----I ſay, from this 


proceeding of the Britiſh parliament the Ame- I 
ricans conclude that a legiſlative council, of N 
the ſame nature as this which has been eſta- 4 
bliſhed in Canada, is now become the fa- j 


vourite mode of government with the Britiſh 
miniſtry and parliament for the dependen 


domimons of the crown, and con ſequently | 5 | 
that they would, if they could, and will, as 


ſoon as they ſhall be able, aboliſh all the 
affemblic: | 


= 39 J 

 Memblies in the American colonies, and 
I tabliſh legiſlative councils in their ſtead; 
I know for certain that the famous Dr. Ben- 
' Emin Franklyn, in particular, has declared 
© to be his opinion that the miniſtry entertain 


ch a deſign,” You may eaſily imagine how 
reply and generally an apprehenſion of this 
d muſt alarm and provoke the inhabitants 
the Engliſh colonies in North America. 


FRENCHMAN. 

lt muſt indeed. And I therefore do not af 
Ml wonder that the Engliſh Americans ſhould 
; be as much diſpleaſed at this Quebeck- act as 
we Canadians and the Engliſh ſettled among 
t vs, who are the more immediate objects of it. 
8 I is equally miſchievous to us all. But, pray, 
explain to me the nature of that other act, 
Which, I think, you called the Boſton- charter 
2, and which, you ſay, is almoſt as alarm 
ing to the Engliſh colonies in America as the 
1 © uebeck-act. And I beg you would do this 
ery fully, as I am but imperfectly acquainted 
1 Vith the conſtitutions of the Engliſh colonies, 


0 


And the grounds of the diſcontents that have 
1 riyen en” into open rebellion againſt our 
> ſovereign. 
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EW” 5 
ſovereign. 'T have the more reaſon to exped 
that you will not be ſparing of yout pains on % 


+ 
K | 
I 
* N 
$1 
i N. 7 
0 
„ 
IE. 
4 
3 
5 a 
1 
8 
1 
+84 
. & 
\ 
4 


been very full and explicit in the anſwers | 
have given to the queſtions you have made t 

me concerning the ſtate and ſentiments of the 
inhabitants of this province. 


 BNGLISHMAN. , © 
You impoſe a very hard and tedious tall fe 


very unequal ; more eſpecially, if you exten f 
your inquiries to all the Engliſh colonies in 6 
America. However, I will endeavour 1 1 
ſatisfy you as well as I ean, with reſpect u k 


ledge you have a right to all the information 43 
I can give you. 1 


of the | You muſt know then that 8 Kin 4 
F 
the pro: James II. had quitted the throne of England, 
dle Pal. Which he had filled for four years in a manner 


* 4 moſt diſgraceful to himſelf and oppreſſive ti 5 1 


the Maſſachuſets bay were without a charter ® 


this occaſion, as you muſt allow that I hay; 4 


upon me, and to which I feel myſelf to b 6 


the colony of the Maſſachuſets bay and the ad A 
for altering its charter. For I readily acknow: ag 


his people, the inhabitants of the province of 'n 


: ; * 2 4 - 
: . 774 ; 
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ind were governed 75 this province, and the 
£ rovince of New Vork, and ſeveral other 
pProvinces in America, now are,) by the kin g's 
commiſſion' to his governour under the great 
ſel of England. They. had had a charter 
Ine little time before, which was of a very 
pe pular nature, the election of the governour 
and council, and of all the other officers' of 
"Svernment having been granted by it to the 
"Feople, (as I have heard,) though in moſt 
"(her colonies they have only the election of 
"the aſſembly; fo that the crown had had little 
6 no controul over them. But this charter 
had been taken from them a few years before 
to by a proceeding at law, called by the lawyers 
à ſcire facias, which had been inſtituted 
againſt them at the ſuit of the crown in the 
| Hatter end of the reign of king Charles II. 
A at is, about five years before the abdication 
of the ſaid king James and the election of 
"the prince of Orange by the two houſes of 
— parliament to the office of king in his room; 
1 phich moſt happy and memorable event is 
"Uſually called the Revolution. What were the 
"Merits of this law-ſuit againſt that charter of 
the people of Boſton, I do not exactly know. 
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[ 42 ] A 
It was alledged againſt them in it, that =y 1 
had exerciſed ſome powers of government 
which their charter had not granted to them: 
and this, and ſome other irregularities in their 
conduct as a corporate body, were made the 
grounds of paſſing a judgement againſt them 
in the court of King's-bench in England 
dectaring that they had thereby forfeited thei: 
right to the ſaid charter, and that it ſhould 
be taken from them and become from tha 
time utterly void and of no effect. The 
motives of this proſecution are agreed on all | 
hands to have been bad, it being only one c 1 
many meaſures, which were entered into a. |: 
that time by king Charles II. and his wicket * 
miniſters, to increaſe the power of the crown | 
by depreſſing the liberties of the pope 
But I believe the proceedings in it might be 
regular, and the judgement given againſt the 
charter might be legal; and conſequenthl 
that, when king William (that is, the 30% 
prince of Orange who had delivered the na- n 
tion from the tyranny of king James, and hai L i 
been thereupon elected king in his place 5. 
the two houſes of parliament through grati & 
tude for his great ſervices and to defend then © 


again" 


BY ” 3 


he 3 erefore thought was fitter to he the charter 


t 
of 


19s 


> #9 
4 
0 * 
1 
— . | 
* x 
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e gainſt the return of king James,) aſcended 
the throne; the people of the Maſſachuſets 
bay had no legal right to reſume the exetcife 
of it. They nevertheleſs follicited very dili- 


gently, and with great eagerneſs, by their 
nts at king William's court, to have it 


F Fiven back to them. But they did not meet 
"Fith ſucceſs. The miniſters of ſtate, (though 
; 4 iends to the liberties of the people upon the 
; 4 oderate and rational principles of the Eng- 
Sh government, which gives to the people a 
Freat ſhare jn the legiſlative authority of the 
Fate, but reſerves to the crown the whole 
; ® Kecutive power of it „ did not think it wiſe 


+ renew a charter, when it was legally 
giffdlved, in which the crown had little or 
Þo ſhare even of the executive power of the 
government reſerved to it, and which they 


I a little trading borough than of a great 
Po that might one day conſiſt of half a 
million of inhabitants. They therefore ad- 


if 3 Filed the king to give them another charter 


"I a better plan than the former, and fitter 
d promote the good government of that 


4 Fer and to 2 its e on the 
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L 44 ] I 
crown. This advice was followed; anothe 
charter was made out upon a new model "4 
in the framing of which the famous Sir — 
Somers, (who was afterwards Lord Some, 
and lord chancellor of England, and wh, 
was reckoned one of the wiſeſt men ant 
ableſt miniſters of ſtate that was ever Knom 
in England) is thought to have been con 7 
cerned; and it paſſed the great ſeal of Eng b 
land, and was thankfully accepted by tb 


majority of the people of the Maſſachuſe 
bay, notwithſtanding the attachment of 1 
ſmall party amongſt them to the popular p. 
vileges of their old charter. This happene n 
in the year 1692 ; and ſince that time till . 
late Boſton- charter act, that charter has bee F 


the rule of government in that colon 


= * . 
$8 4 l 


This charter has uſually been conſidered 4 n 
the beſt-contrived charter in all Americi 5 


Ec 
having a due proportion of power reſerved ir 
It to the crown at the ſame time as a ſufficienl j 8 
degree of weight in the government is belf 4 
ſtowed upon the people for the 3 i 


of their liberties and properties. And Goff 
vernour Hutchinſon, in his excellent hiſt . 
of the Maſſachuſets bay, ſays that it is i 


maul ; 4 


1 


1 1 45 ] 

7 Hany red pects to be prefe rred to the old 

| charter, and that the people of the Maſſa- 

"4 Fhuſets bay have no deſire to return to the 

© charter, and do not envy the neighbour- 

2 governments of Connecticut and Rhode 
ue which have retained, and been go- 
Eerned under, their ancient and more popular 
Paar to this day, but that many of the 

Moſt ſenſible men in thoſe colonies would be 

1 oF to be under the ſame conſtitution of 

| f Worcromen that the province of the Maſla- 
huſets bay has happily enjoyed under their 

1 ond charter. By this charter the crown 

pas the right of appointing the governour, 
Jieutenant-governour, and ſecretary of the 

\F rovince ; and the power of making laws for 

he province and of impoſing taxes on its 

2 inhabitants, is veſted in the governour, a 

2 rouncil conſiſting of twenty-eight members, 

4 ind an aſſembly of the people. The aſſembly Conftiti- 
ies choſen in a very fair and proper manner, aſſembiy 
2 he freeholders in every townſhip in the pro- Maſſachu- 
a ince, that is, in every ſpace of ground of 7" 
r miles ſquare, that is cleared and ſettled, 

ö Which is about the ſize of one of the ſeigni- 

1 4 Pries in this province, ) having a right to chuſe 

two 
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two perfons to repreſent it in the gener! 
aſſembly, By this means the aſſembly doe 
not conſiſt of a trifling number of member 
(as is the caſe in many of the other coldnie, 
as, for inſtance, in the province of New York 5 
where the aſſembly conſiſts of only twenty. 


ſeven members,) but is a large and reſpectabl 


body of men, that come from every part 
the province, and conſequently are acquaintet 


with the condition, the wants, and the in. 


tereſts of every part of it, and who are too 
numerous to be bribed or inveigled by the 


governour, or any corrupt party in the go- 


vernment, to betray or neglect the true inte. 


reſts of the province from a regard to thei 


own private advantage. I have been told tha 


there have been uſually more than a hundret 


members of the aſſembly met together o 


late years when the governour has called 2 


meeting of the general court of the province; & 
(for that is the proper name of the whok Mm 
legiſlature of the province, conſiſting of the s 
governour, council, and aſſembly, by which 
it is called in the charter; ;) and they might, | No 
if the people choſe it, be increaſed to two . 
hundred, becauſe many of the townſhips, ® 
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"Which have all a right to ſend two members 
ii the aſſembly, have hitherto ſent only one. 
And even this number will be increaſed as the 


cultivation and population of the province ſhall 
Igereaſe, becauſe every new townſhip that 
ſhell hereafter be laid out and fettled; will 
ve a right of ſending two new members to 
the aſſembly. I have often thought that this 
manner of conſtituting an aſſembly would be 
_ very fit to be adopted in Canada, whenever 
ths Majeſty ſhall be graciouſly pleaſed to 
"Fall the promiſe made us in his proclamation 
of granting us a houſe of aſſembly, and that 


- the beſt aſſembly that could be eſtabliſhed 


for this province would be one to which every 
wgniory in the province the extent of which 
two leagues, or fix miles, ſquare, (and 
- Which conſequently anſwers to a townſhip in 


the province of the Maſſachuſets bay,) ſhould 
end two members, and every larger ſeigniory 


yore members in proportion to its fize. And, 


e there are in this province two diſtinct ſets 
A land-holders, who are both equally free- 
1 0 ders, or who equally hold their lands to 
8 emſelyes and their heirs for ever by a known 
WO certain tenure, or upon certain known 


EOnditions, 


A Cbnve- 
nient form 
of an aſ- 
ſembly for 
the pro- 
vince of 


Quebèck, 


48 


conditions, and without any dependance o # 
the will of any other perſon, ſo long as the; 
ſhall perform thoſe. conditions; and who con. 
ſequently are equally intitled to a ſhare in th; 
government of the province; namely, firſ, 
the ſeigniors, who hold their lands imme. 
diately of the crown by the tenure of fealy 
and homage, without any quit-rent whatſo. 
ever, together with a few other perſons whi ww 
hold lands alſo immediately of the crown 
but by rent- ſervice, and, ſecondly, tho{ 
who hold lands of the ſeigniors either bj. 
fealty and homage (in which caſe the land 
they hold are called arrrere-fiefs,) or by ren: 
ſervice, or, as you Frenchmen. expreſs i; 0 
par cens et rentes; it ſeems reaſonable to m 4 
that one of the two members ſent from even 3 
ſeigniory ſhould be choſen by the ſeignio; 1 
or, (if there are ſeveral co- ſeigniors or Jon P} 
owners. of the ſeigniory,) by the ſeveral co 
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of it, and the other by the PI of wel 5 
ſeigniory, and the owners of arriere-fiefs in i, | - | 
who hold their lands of the ſeignior, or co, 15 
ſeigniors, of it. And I further think it woull 1 
be advantageous to the province, that th: wh 
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# embers choſen by the ſeigniors and thoſe 
hoſen by the other freeholders ſhould fit in 
 Uifferent houſes, each of which ſhould have 
a negative upon the proceedings of the other, 
as is the caſe with our two houſes of parlia- 
ment in England. What think you of this 
plan of an aſſembly for this province ? Could 
it eaſily be eſtabliſhed in the province, and 
would it anſwer the good purpoſes of an 
\ allembly? or is it (as I am told ſome people 
have called it,) a mere viſionary and im- 
pr: Qicable whim ? 


FRENCHMAN. 


ſee no difficulty at all in forming an 


": afembly in that manner. On the contrary 
i Wſcems naturally to reſult from the manner 
0. Wn which our lands are held in this province. 


There are two claſſes of land-holders amongſt 
A, an upper and a lower. The ſeigniors, 


0 other perſons who hold ne lands Mt 


10 contrary, are diſtinct from each other; 
"Which makes it reaſonable that they ſhould 
G have 
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have diſtinct repreſentatives, and that the re. 
preſentatives of the one claſs ſhould have; . 


negative upon the laws propoſed by thoſe « 


the other, to the end that nothing may b 


done by the repreſentatives _ of either cla 
that is prejudicial to the rights of the other 
and for this purpoſe it is expedient that the 
ſhould fit in two ſeparate houſes. And thi 


diviſion of the aſſembly into two houk 
would be attended with this further advar 
tage, that all the regulations that would 


propoſed in it would be diſcuſſed with mor 
ſolemnity and deliberation, and would be mo: 
thoroughly ſifted and examined, before the 


would be paſſed there and preſented to ti 
governour for his aſſent, and conſequent | 


would be more likely to be purged of eve: 


thing that might be pernicious to any inter 
in the province, than if all the members 


Precau- 
tions to be the aſſembly fat and voted promiſcuouſſy 


if 
. the ſame houſe. I hope however that cz 


members ill be taken by his Majeſty and the Briti 


of the 
aſſembly parliament, whenever an aſſembly ſhall | 


from aſ- 


fuming i eſtabliſhed in this province, (whether it be! 


themſelves : 


any privi- one or 


legesabove two houſes, ) that our 7 penny 
their fel - 


ſhall be reſtrained from alluming to then 
oye· ſub- 


as by ſeln 
their own | 


votes. 
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| Mives any privileges, or exemptions from the 


"Jaws to which the other inhabitants of the 


province ſhall be ſubject; but that every thing 
ef this kind, which may be neceſſary for their 
eaſe or dignity, or for the convenient diſ- 
charge of their duty as aſſembly-men, will 
de ſettled by the act of parliament that ſhall 
etabliſh the aſſembly. And I ſtill more hope And from 


exerciſing 


chat they will be reſtrained from exerciſing, coercive 


powers 


Under any pretence how ſpecious ſoever, a over them. 
ebercive power over the reſt of their fellow- 


ſubjects, or a power of puniſhing them by 
impriſonment, or otherwiſe, in a ſummary 
Way, for any crimes or offences whatſoever, 
inſtead of leaving them to be tried in the 
@fdinary courts of criminal juriſdiction in the 
province. For this would be making us 


faves to our own repreſentatives, which would 


appear to us, who have hitherto been governed 


by the royal authority only, a meaner ſpecies 
f ſervitude than that we have hitherto been 
ſubject to. I mention this precaution, be- 
*Eauſe I have been told that ſome of the 
American aſſemblies have exerciſed ſuch 
powers of arbitrary impriſonment every now 


d then over their fellow- ſubjects. 
1 G 2 EN G- 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


It; is true that ſuch a power hos ſometime; 
been exerciſed by ſome of the America 
aſſemblies. But I believe it has not been 
done very often; and when it has been done, 
it has always been diſapproved by all th; 
lovers of liberty in the province where it ha 
happened, and has tended to leſſen the authority 
and importance of the aſſembly that has actei 
in this manner rather than to increaſe them 
And I have been told that it is one of the king' 


uſual inſtructions to his governours of hy & 


American provinces to prevent their reſpeCtiv: 
aſſemblies from aſſuming any ſuch powers; 


which i in truth are branches of the executiz f 


power of the ſtate, and conſequently belons 
only to his Majeſty's royal prerogative. Ani 
therefore there is reaſon to hope that, whe 
an act of parliament ſhall be paſſed for eſtz 
bliſhing an aſſembly in this province, hi 
Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate in the two houſe 
of parliament will take care that a clauſe ſhal 
be inſerted in it for reſtraining the member 
of i it m n the particulars you have mentioned. 


anc 


| 4A 
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FRENCHMAN. 


* There is another particular which I will 
wention upon this occaſion, becauſe I think in ing the; 
it neceſſary to the perfect enjoyment of the of the ſeig 
benefits that will ariſe to us from a houſe of 


aſſembly : and that is the abolition of the 
tions of the ſeigniors of the province 
ayer the tenants of their reſpective ſeigniories. 
i know that in moſt of the grants of . 
or ſeigniories, made by the kings of Trance 
in this province there is a clauſe which gives 
0 o the grantee, or in, Le droit de haute, 


power of judicature over the 1 tenants of their 
reſpedtive ſeigniories. It is true indeed that 


_—_— 


this kind of judicature has never been exer- 


Ciſed i in the province ſince the conqueſt of it 
by the crown of Great-Britain i in 1760. And 
it is alſo true that very few of the ſeigniors 
are rich enough to bear the expence that 
would attend the proper and compleat exerciſe 
of it; which would require the maintenance 
I a ſeigneurial judge, a ſeigneurial, or fiſcal, 
ttorney, and the keeping of a priſon in 


Fr oper repair for the confinement of crimi- 
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nals, And 1 know alſo that in the time of * 
the French government the exerciſe of thiz 


power was very much checked and controulet 


by the officers of the crown, more eſpecially 


with reſpect to the proſecution of capital 
crimes, and that no criminal could be put to 
death by the ſentence of one of thoſe ſeig- 
neurial courts, nor even by that of the king' 


judge of the diſtrict in which the ſeigniory 


was ſituated, or the offence committed, until 
it had been confirmed by the ſuperiour coun- 
eil of the province at a meeting of at leaſt 
ſeven of its members. All theſe things | 
know very well, and am ſenſible how much 
they diminiſh the danger of our being op- 
preſſed by the ſeigniors of the province by 
means of theſe ſeigneurial juriſdictions. Yet 
there is ſtill danger enough left of ſuch op- 
preſſion to alarm us and make us uneaſy : for 
we are of opinion that even the baſſe juſtice, 
which is only a power of deciding ſmall civi 
diſputes between the tenants of a ſeigniory, 


might be uſed to the oppreſſion of the people 
though the haute and the moyenne juſtice, which 
relate to the puniſhment of crimes, ſhoult 


be ſuppreſſed: and we have no doubt that | 
wou!! 


es / ͤ UREr=w_w5—mnwultcae$ckcxrc. . ea. W tes 


9 8 * v3 
£90 
* * * 


a * 
* 
ee oy 
e 
we 


Z tor] 
would be often uſed to ſuch bad purpoſes. 
We don't therefore like that the ſeigniors 
ſhould retain even a dormant claim to any 


part of this power of judicature, which they 
may, one day or other, think fit to revive 


and exerciſe, to the terror and oppreſſion of 


their fellow-ſubjects : but, on the contrary, 


we are anxiouſly deſirous that the whole of it 
8 way be formally ſuppreſſed. 


' ENGLISHMAN. 


l agree with you that theſe powers of judi- 


kature, which are granted to the ſeigniors 
and their heirs and aſſigns for ever in the 
French king's grants of the ſeigniories of 


| this province, are not very favourable to 


liberty, nor likely to prove beneficial to the 


province. But I have ſome doubt whether 


they can be totally aboliſhed, otherwiſe than 
with the conſent of the ſeveral ſeigniors who 
Elaim them, without a breach of the articles 
of capitulation in 1760, which I have always 
thought ought to be facredly obſerved. The 
37th article of that important inſtrument 1 I 
0 In theſe words, 3 


4. The 
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« The lords of manors, the military an- 


civil officers, the Canadians as well in the. 


town as. in the country, the French ſettle 
or trading in the whole extent of the co. 
lony of Canada, and all other perſon; 
whatſoever, ſhall preſerve the intire peace. 
able property and poſſeſſion of their good; 


noble and ignoble, moveable and immove. 


able, merchandizes, furs, and other effect; 
even their ſhips: they ſhall not be touched, 


1 


nor the leaſt damage done to them, on an 
pretence whatſoever. They ſhall hax: 


liberty to keep, let, and ſell them, as wel 


to the French as to the Engliſh, to tak: 


away the produce of them in bills d 


exchange, furs, ſpecie, or other return; 


whenever they ſhall judge proper to g 


to France, paying the freight, as in th: 


26th article.” 


This article was granted by General An- 
herſt, and conſequently the lords of manors, f 
or ſeigniors, of the province have, by virtue '; 


of it, a right to preſerve the peaceable pro- 


perty and poſſeſſion of their noble good 
that is, of their ſeigniories, which are holden 
| 8 0 
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7922 this crown by the tenure of fealty and 


omage, which is reckoned a noble tenure. 
The queſtion is only how far this promiſe 


& that they ſhall preſerve the peaceable poſſeſſion 
of. their ſeigmories” extends, and whether it 
involves in it all the powers of judicature 
belonging to thoſe ſeigniories, (of which it is 


0 wm General Amherſt had not, at the 


time of granting this capitulation, the ſmalleſt 
d dea,) or only thoſe rights of the ſeigniories 
which were of a pecuniary nature, or which 
We re productive of pecuniary emoluments to 
t he ſeigniors, that being evidently the prin- 
cipal object, if not the only one, that was 
then under the confideration of both the 
parties to this capitulation. In which of 
heſe ſenſes do you think we ought to under- 


p . £ 


ſtand this article? 


- 
. 


* FRENCHMAN. 


119 Certainly i in the latter ſenſe, which confines 
ze grant of the property and poſſeſſion of 


the ſeigniories to ſuch things as are attended 


with pecuniary emoluments to the ſeigniors. 


Heneral Amherſt certainly never meant by 
5 thoſe words to confirm to the ſeigniors of 
f 5 II Canada 


1 


Canada any part of the powers of government 


in it, of which theſe powers of judicatunß 


make an important part. Nor is it reaſonable 


upon any principles of candour or equity tha 71 


Lam acquainted with, to interpret the word 
in fo large a manner as to include theſ 
powers: becauſe, as I apprehend, the ma 
reaſonable rule of conſtruction that can b 


made uſe of to find the ſenſe of any inftry. 


ment that does not expreſsly mention ever 
particular thing which it may be ſuppoſed 1 
correhend; is, even upon the moſt liber 
principles, no more than this, namely, * Th 
fach things, though not expreſſed i in the inftrume 
Pall be prefumed to have been meant to be cn 
Frebended i in it, and ſhall therefore 'be tonfider 
as if they had been expreſily mentioned in it, 
are of the ſame nature with the things that a 
expreſsly contained in it,” Now, according! 
this rule, the powers of judicaturè, granted 
the ſeigniors of this province by the Fren 


kings in their deeds of grant of tlie ſeigniom 8 
ought not to be conſidered as a part oft 
goods, noble and ignobie, of which Gene nf 
Amherſt promiſed to preſerve to them i WM 
are and poſſeſſion in the aforefaid 30 21. 


art! 


For, if. theſe 


Verde were to he taken in * erst ge 


rel nds, they. Af kr ase n 4p N- 
Poreal property, ſüuch 38, the fipehold lands 
A the tenants of the ſeigniors, and the de- 
meine lands of the ſeigniors themſelves, 
Chat is, thoſe lands of the ſeigniors which 
hey have not granted away to their under- 


. tenants in perpetuity, but have kept i in their 


n bands, to be cultivated either by them- 
£lves and their ſervants and hired labourers, 
er by tenants at will, or for years, at certain 
gents agreed upon between them, and varied 
rom time to time at the pleaſure of the 
„Arties,) and cattle, corn, hay, houſe-hold 

Hrniture, ſtock in trade, ſilver and gold 
Ather in coin or bullion, and bonds, bills of 
change, and promiſſory notes, charters or 
. Fitle-deeds, and deeds of covenant, or 


„ 


| Aritings containing evidences of rights to 
i Peney! or other things that are Worth money; 
ri: ahecauſe theſe things, and only theſe things, 
hat is, things of this corporeal nature, are 
operly goods, being things that a man may 
uch, occupy, and poſſeſs. But incorporeal 
Ashts to goods, or to money, ſuch as that right 


H 2 of 


of the figniors' of this province which 


called Le droit de laods et ventes, (which,: I f 4 
you well know, f is a right to a fine from en 


purchaſer of a piece of freehold land in t 
ſeigniory, for his admiſſion to the land he h: 
purchaſed, of one twelfth part of the pri 


he has paid for it,) and ſuch as the right of 

creditor to be paid the money due to hi 
whether it be for money lent, or for go tO 
fold and delivered, or for work done for 1 
' debtor, where the creditor has no bonds, % 


notes of hand, or other written acknowledy 


ments of the debt to produce in proof of | 


but can only prove it by the oath of credit 
witneſſes, are not properly goods, becauſe th 


are not things in poſſeſſion, which a man m . 
occupy and enjoy; but are called by tt ** 
diſtinct names of rights and credits. New 

theleſs I acknowledge that, by virtue of t t 


equitable rule of conſtruction above-mentia- ' 


ed, all theſe things ought to be conſidered: 


being comprehended in the aforeſaid arti. "> 
of the capitulation under the ſingle word gu. i 


and that that word ought to be conſideredi 
that place as equivalent to goods, and rights ® 


credits relating to money or goods; becauſe rigit * 
3 | 26” 


H 8 ings of the ſame nature with money and 


*$oods, and conſequently may well be pre- 
"ſumed to have been comprehended under the 
word goods by the parties to the capitulation. 
But it does not therefore follow that we ought 


db extend this word goods in this article ſtill 
Further, and include under it the powers of 
Jadicature veſted in the ſeigniors of Canada 


the grants of their ſeigniories: but we 


L weht rather to ſuppoſe that they were not 


"meant to be comprehended under it; | becauſe 
41 ey are rights of a quite different nature from 
money, or land, or property of any kind, 
*Which were evidently the objects of this ar- 


tlele of the capitulation. And therefore R 


unk that our ſeigniors have no pretence to 
claim theſe powers of judicature by virtue of 
this article of the capitulation. And I am 
"Pretty ſure there is no'other article in it that 
"Tan afford them the leaſt ground for ſuch a 


Haim. On the contrary, there is one article 


it which in my opinion makes againſt it, 


Ind rather favours the foregoing interpretation 


the 37th article, by which the word goods 


14 reſtrained to mean only matters of proper, 
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whether in aftual poſſeſſion ar in right. Th | 
article I mean is the 42d, in which our 9. 
neral, the Marquis de Vaudreuil, demande 
* that the French and Canadians fhuld contin 
© 10 he governed according to the cuſtom of Par 
ad the lqus and uſages efabliſhed for th 
.< country; to which General Amherſt gu 
this anſwer, © Anſwered by the preceding artic, 
« 2nd particularly by the laſt; the anſwer t 
which laſt article is in theſe words, „ 
thy become ſubjetts of the king. Surely by th: 
. kh words we muſt underſtand that the ſettleme 


** ; 


| 8 


of the laws and civil government of ti 
| country was eſteemed by General Amherſ: 
0 be a matter of ſuch high importance, l 
| 0 > he thought it neceſſary to reſerve it for 
Th | Majeſty's. future and moſt mature delieratic | 
without promiſing any thing in the capitul 
| 8 tion which might reſtrain his Majeſty fro 
Wh exerciſing his royal wiſdom upon it to u 
i 5 | extent as he ſhould think proper. And, 
fn this is the true meaning of this anſwer to! 
428 article of the capitulation, it will ſen 
Cl. 4s I:conceive, to interpret the 35th article: 
4 0 It above-mentioned, and ſhew that, by t Y 
+0 promiſe to preſerve to the ſeigniors of 14 


pro 
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Sovince all their goods, both noble and ignoble, 


22 
- 25 W 
5 


veable and immoveable, General Amherſt 


Should not mean, and ought not to be under- 


us to interpret one clauſe of an inſtrument, 
which the meaning of the writer of it 
«7 happens to be a little doubtful, by another 
e clauſe of the ſame inſtrument, in which his 
th KM ing is perfectly clear. 

t! 

a ENGLISH MAN. 

Ji ou argue ſtoutly againſt theſe powers of 
n 4 licature in your ſeigniors: by which I 
u plainly perceive that you are exceedingly 
[ro averſe to their ever reſuming the exerciſe of 
lu 1 bem. But, notwithſtanding the reaſons you 
6 have alledged to the contrary, 1 have ſome 
o doubt whether thoſe, powers ought not to be 
i" fonſidered as includgd under the grant made 
f che ſeigniors of M their goods, noble and 


| Poreſaid 37th article of the capitulation ; 5 


ſtood to have meant, to include the powers 


of. judicature above- mentioned, but only their 


oo 


property of every kind, and ſuch rights as 
Mate to it or are productive of pecuniary 
eſnoluments. Nothing can be fairer than 


oble, moveable and immoveable, in the 


and 
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whether in actual poſſeſpon ar in right. The 
article I mean is the 42d, in which QUr ge 
nexal, the Marquis de Vaudrevjl,. A 
* that. the French and Canadians ſhould continu 
& #0 be governed according to the cuſtom. of Pari. 5 
* and the Ius and uſages efabliſhed for di 
4 copntry;” to which General Amherſt gave 
this anſwer, * Anſwered by the preceding articls, 
«© and particularly by the laſt; the anſwer to 
which laſt article is in theſe words, ** Thy 4 
r become ſubjects of the king.” Surely by theſe 
words we mult underſtand. that the ſettlement 
ef the laws and civil government of th, 
country was eſteemed by General Amherſt to I 
be a matter of ſuch high importance, tha 
he thought it neceſſary to reſerve it for his | 
Majeſty's future and moſt mature deliberation, 
without promiſing any thing in the capitul:- Þ 
tion which might reſtrain his Majeſty fron þ 
: ifing his r oyal wiſdom n it to ſuch 3 
this i is the eve meaning of this 1 a = | 
428 article of the capitulation, it will ferve, 
as I-conceive, to interpret the 35th article of 
it above-mentioned, and ſhew that, by the 
promiſe to preſerve to the ſeigniors of the 


Pr ovince 
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province all their goods, both noble and ignoble, 

moveable und immoveable, General Amherſt 
: could not mean, and ought not to be under- 
ſtood to have meant, to include the powers 
© of judicature above-mentioned, but only their 
property of every kind, and ſuch rights as 
eelate to it or are productive of pecuniary 
emoluments. Nothing can be fairer than 
thus to interpret one clauſe of an inftrument, 
in which the meaning of the writer of it 
happens to be a little doubtful, by another 
E clauſe of the ſame inſtrument, in which his 
5 meaning is perfectly clear. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


} You argue ſtoutly againſt theſe powers of 
judicature in your ſeigniors: by which I 
| plainly perceive that you are exceedingly 
ME averſe to their ever reſuming the exerciſe of 
ch them. But, notwithſtanding the reaſons you 
i 1 have alledged to the contrary, J have ſome 
he doubt whether thoſ powers dught not to be 
ve, conſidered as incluc & under the grant made 
odo the ſeigniors of Ml their goods, noble and 
| ignoble, moveable and immoveable, in the 

| aforeſaid 37th article of the capitulation ; 
and 
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and that upon a ground that is conſiſtent with | 


your manner of interpreting that article, 


(which I believe to be a juſt one,) by which 
you extend the word goods only to ſuch in- 


corporeal rights as relate to property, or are 
productive of pecuniary emoluments. For! 1 
have been told that thoſe powers of judicature 3F 
are attended with ſome pecuniary emoluments. 2 


Thus, for example, I have heard ſome of the 2 


more learned Canadians ſay that the ſeigniors | 
who have theſe powers of judicature, baute, 


moyenne, et baſſe, juſtice, have a right, in con- 1 


ſequence of theſe powers, if they exerciſe | 


them, to the eſcheats of the lands of their | 
freehold tenants when they die without rela- EE 
tions, and without having left their lands TP 
away to any body by their laſt wills, and 4 
perhaps in ſome other caſes; whereas, if they - 


have no right, by the grants of their ſeigni- 2 


ories, to exerciſe theſe powers of judicature, 


or if, having ſuch a right, they neglect to 7 


exerciſe it, they are not intitled to the land: 
of their tenants by eſcheat, as aforeſaid, but 


thoſe lands will in the ſame caſes eſcheat to 


the king, to whoſe tribunals the tenants of 
ſuch ſeigniories will have been obliged to 
„ WE reſort 


I [6 1 

7 reſort for juſtice; the eſcheat of the lands being 
conſidered as a kind of compenſation, or price, 
to the ſcignior, or the king, for the adminiſtra 
ton of juſtice in the ſeigniory. Now, if this 
is ſo, (as I really believe it is,) you ſee that 
3 theſe rights of judicature are, or may be, pro- 
4 ductive of pecuniary emoluments to the ſeignior 
1 by theſe eſcheats of ſome of his tenants lands, 
and, conſequently, according to your own man- 
3 ner of interpreting the aforeſaid 37th article of 
4 the capitulation, ought to be ſuppoſed to be 


comprehended under it, but are ſuppoſed to be 
gether with them, loſe the concomitant caſual 
emoluments that might otherwiſe ariſe to them 
from theſe eſcheats of their tenants lands, 

* FRENCHMAN. 

m | 1 believe it to be true, as you ſay, that the 
4; ſeigniors that have the haute juſtice, (which 
is the higheſt of theſe powers of judicature,) 
: have alſo, in conſequence of it, a right to 
© the eſcheats you mention. But this, in my 
4 7 | apprehenſion, creates no obligation on the king 
ort 5 and parliament of Great-Britain to preſerve to 


comprehended under it. For, if they are not 


oF refuſed and aboliſhed, the ſeigniors will, to- 
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them theſe rights of judicature, if they think 
them not beneficial to the province, providet S 
his Majeſty will be :graciouſly pleaſed to give & 
theſe ſeigniors this right to theſe eſcheats with. 
out the exerciſe of theſe obnoxious powers ; 
For then they will have the contingent emolu- | 
ments ariſing from theſe powers, for the ſake} 
of which emoluments only it can be pretendel ; 
that theſe powers ought to be comprehendeill 
in the aforeſaid 37th article of the capituls & | 
tion. This will be a very ſmalt ſacrifice u 
the crown to make for the peace and fatis 1 
faction of the province, theſe eſcheats bein 
ſo exceedingly rare that the average value dh 
them in the beſt ſeigniory in the province would} : 
-probably be extreamly trifling, or, rather, be 4 
low all eſtimation. This, therefore, is an eas 
way of getting rid of this pretence for Keeping 
up theſe ſeigneurial juriſdictions. 


ENGLISH MAN. 


T really think, chat would be a very propel 'T , 
meaſure in the crown, and would, as you ob i 


ſerve, take away all pretence for complaining I 


that the ſuppreſſion of theſe juriſdictions wou Ly 
be inconſiſtent with that 37th article of th} gu: 


capitulatio 3 


n 


| & JI 
E capitulation. And, if there are any other pe- 
Wcuniary emoluments attending the exerciſe of 
theſe juriſdictions under the reſtrictions ob- 
erved in the time of the French government, 
(for to no other exerciſe of them can the ſeigniors 
have the leaſt pretence upon any ground,) it 
Would, I doubt not, be very eaſy to find ſome 
Wnanner of making the ſeigniors a pecuniary 
2 ompenſation for them, which ſhould, with 
( little or no expence to the government, greatly 
ol Per- balance all the lawful emoluments ariſing 
i From the exerciſe of thoſe juriſdictions. I have 
mw {v0 methods of doing this at preſent in my 
Mi mind: but it is not worth while to trouble 
u Jou with the mention of them, becauſe I am 
bl 4 Pelned to think that theſe ſeigneurial juriſ- 
. iets are attended with no other pecunia- 
"my emoluments than the right to thoſe caſual 
Teen that have been already ſpoken of. And 
herefore, I now ſee no difficulty ariſing from the 
. Foreſaid 37th article of the capitulation in 
bf # olifhing thoſe juriſdictions, if the exerciſe of 
cb em is likely to be prejudicial to the pro- 
= WWnce, or is likely to be thought ſo by the ma- 
Pity of its inhabitants; for all governments 
4 . certainly to be carried on in a manner 
1 t is agreeable to the people. 
: I 2 FRENCH-« 


he 


F WE) 
FRENCHMAN. 


That maxim is both a juſt and a wiſe one. 1 
It is juſt, becauſe all governments are inſti. 
tuted for the benefit and happineſs of the pe NF 
ple governed; and it is wiſe, becauſe the oh. 
ſervation of it tends to preſerve peace and har. I [ 
mony in the ſtate, and a chearful e 1 
to the rulers of it. And in purſuance of thi ” 
maxim I will venture to ſay, that it is high E 3 
expedient that theſe ſeigneurial juriſdictions 7 
ſhould be formally ſuppreſſed. For, I mu - | 
repeat to you what I ſaid before, that the ven! 
poſlibility that our ſeigniors may one day te.. 
ſume the exerciſe of thoſe powers of judica 
8 ture is alarming and diſagreeable to us. And 2 
certainly, if they were to reſume them, and 4 
an aſſembly of the people was to be eſtabliſhed I 
in the province, whether of the form you hat, 
juſt now ſuggeſted, and which ſeems the bel 3 
ſuited to this province, or of any other fon, 
| whatſoever, the exerciſe of theſe, powers d 
Judicature would give the ſeigniors ſo great a [4 
influence over the freehold tenants of thei 3 
reſpective ſcigniories that they would hard F 
dare to pre their votes ireely, and according ; 

he 


1 691 

FE their real ſentiments, where they happened 
to be of a different opinion from the ſeigniors 
: Lupen any ſubject in which the latter took a zealous 
1 | part, So that the ſuppreſſion of theſe juriſdictions 
s a neceſſary preparatory circumſtance to our en- 
SZ joyment of the benefits of an aſſembly of the 
people: and I am ſure the whole body of the 
© freeholders of the province will eſteem it ſo. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


2 If they all think ſo, that is enough for me; 

and, in compliance with their wiſhes, even 
Yoo J had not agreed with them in opi- 
nion concerning the dangers they apprehend 
bon theſe powers of judicature, I ſhould wiſh 
to ſee them aboliſhed. I therefore join with 
you in hoping they will be ſo: only I hope 

that, when they are, the obligations on the 
art crown, ariſing from the capitulation, will be 
ei fully and candidly conſidered, and, if any com- 
penſation is neceſſary to be made to the ſeigniors 

4 for the deprivation of theſe juriſdictions, that 
f it will be made them in a manner that ſhall 
hel be conſiſtent with juſtice and the honour of 


0 9 i Engliſh nation, 
ing © 


"lj 


re- 
a 
niſi 
ed 


rm 
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1 
FRENCHMAN. 


Yo are mighty ſcrupulous about this mat. 
ter. For my part, I have no objection to ther 
having a compenſation: for theſe jariieton, z 
if juſtice requires that they ſhould have one: i; 
but of this I doubt for the reaſons above. 
mentioned. However, if, upon a more exat 
inquiry into the matter, they ſhall be thought : I 
to be intitled to ſuch a compenſation, I am 
perſuaded, that it can be but a ſmall one, 
And I have no manner of doubt, that five I 
Engliſh guineas, together with a grant of that 
right to the eſcheats of their tenants lands, 
which we ſpoke of a little while ago, as be- 4 
longing to thoſe ſeigniors who have and exer- | 
ciſe the haute juſtice in their ſeigniories, would 
be more than an equivalent for all the pecu- | - 
niary emoluments that can juſtly ariſe to the 
ſeignior from the exerciſe of theſe powers «| 
judicature in the largeſt and beſt ſeigniory in | 
the province : ---- I ſay, for all the pecuniary Þ 
emoluments: which are the only advantages at- 4 
tending theſe juriſdictions, for which 1 think | A 
them intitled to a compenſation. How to | 
eſtimate the loſs of dignity they will ſuffer by x 

an 3 


I T7 7] 

an abolition of theſe powers, that is, the de- 
74 Traszadon of the pleaſure of domineering over 
and harraſſing their poor tenants by means of 
chem, I confeſs, I do not know: but for this 
„oss I am clearly of opinion, that they are not 
: Fintitled to any compenſation ; becauſe, if their 
nights of judicature are preſerved to them at 
Tall by the aforeſaid 37th article of the capitu- 
lation, they are preſerved only ſo far as they 
Lare a part of their goods, or property, or are 
productive of pecuniary emoluments to them. 
But we have ſaid enough upon this ſubject, 
which has too long interrupted you in the ac- 
- count you were giving me of the charter of 
the province of Maſſachuſets bay, and the al- 
Iterations which the parliament has lately made 
'Y pn it. I beg, you would proceed in your ac- 
3 count of that affair, and make me acquainted 
: with the cauſes of the great diſſatisfaction it 
3 has created throughout all America. You had 
explained to me the nature of the aſſembly of 
the Maſſachuſets bay, the number ot us mem- 
1 rs, and the manner of chuſing them, but 
had not faid any thing of the council of the 
E Fproviace,  #x5epdiy g that it conſiſted of 28 
1 members. 


Of the 
council of 
the pro- 
vince of 
the Maſſa- 
chuſets 


bay. 


The aſe 


ſembly is 


_ choſen 


every 
year. 


voting all together; and then they were pre. Y 
ſented to the governour for his approbation 3 
Tf he approved them, they became member! 
of the council for the next year: but, if he. 
rejected them, the aſſembly and the memben 3 
of the old council were to proceed to a nevi 


manner to the governour for his approbation; 
perſons were choſen as the governour ſhoul f 


approve, 
the firſt day of May in every year, which was 


1 72 ] 
members. Pray, how were thoſe meinben s 


3 


ENGLISHMAN. 


They were choſen every year by the who 
general court, that is, by the aflgmbly and te. 3 ; 
members of the council for the preceding yen 3 


A 
72 25 


election of other perſons to be preſented in IE 
and theſe elections were to be repeated til} an ; | 


Theſe elections were to be made „ 


the day on which the new aſſembly was u 


meet. For in this province a new aſſembly i 9 


choſen every year; which is a very judiciouſ 
proviſion, as it keeps up a cloſe connection 
between them and the people, and makes then 1 
be really, what they always profeſs to be, the 
repreſentatives of the people, the declarers off 

the 1 


? FS 1 
MF their ſentiments, and protectors of their liber 
- ties and intereſts. 


FRENCHMAN. 
1 approve much of that practice of chuſing 
F new aſſembly every year. For, if they were 
Tchoſen for many years together, there would 


. reaſon to apprehend, that they would grow 
proud and inſolent, like our nobleſſe, and ſet 
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From that of the people at large. They might 


y their own votes, or with the aſſiſtance of 
he governour and council, as they ſhould find 
Inoſt convenient, great privileges and diſtinc- 
| I ions above their fellow-ſubjects, and perhaps 
4 ſo arbitrary powers over them, under various 
4 retences of publick good, and decorum, and 
W lignity, and the equity of aſſigning rewards 
3 C o thoſe who tranſact the publick buſineſs : : OT, 


u ics, and military commiſſions, and e in 


the province, and all the temporary and 
_ contracts and leaſes of publick lands 
r taxes, and all the other fayours of govern- 
K ment, 


* 
cy 


up a ſeparate intereſt of their own, diſtinct 


pe tempted to aſſume to themſelves, (either 


t leaſt, they might procure all the magiſtra- 


| # ne revenue, and other lucrative employments 


The utili- 
ty of fre- 
quent new 
elections 
of the 
members 
of the aſ- 
ſembly. 
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Of the 


council. 


diſſatis faction. 


framers of their charter to provide, that fl. 


E 9% 1] 


ment, to be diſtributed amongſt them, to , 
_ prejudice of the reſt of the people, whop 


hopes of obtaining theſe advantages in pro. 
portion to their ſeveral degrees of merit aut 
ſervice, would be thereby in a manner extin, 
guiſhed. This, I have hear'd, is the caſe i 
the Canton of Bern in Switzerland, where th 
government 1s lodged in the hands of a ge 
council confiſting of about two hundred mem 
bers, who fill up their own vacancies whe # 


they happen, without any interference of th 2 
people. No honourable or profitable employ.” 4 


ment is ever beſtowed upon any but the 


two hundred perſons, or their near relation 3 


and the reſt of the people are conſidered as 
many cyphers in the ſtate, very much to the: 1 
And the ſame kind of injuſtn 
would probably take place, though in a *. 
degree, in the province of Maſſachuſets by; 4 
if the aſſembly, when it was once choſen 1. 
the people, was to continue in being for may 1 
years together. It was therefore wile in 14 : 


aſſembly ſhould be choſen a-new by the poop 
every year. As to the council indeed, I 
nat think there was the lame necedir i 
makin 


PT 

making the members of it annual. Perhaps 
it might have been better, when once they 
pad been choſen into the council in the fair 
1 F $a honourable manner you have deſcribed, 
py the joint conſent of the general court and 
© the king's governour, to have permitted them 
1 Ro keep their ſeats for life, or during their 
l. WF behaviour. By being made hits inde- 
el I zendent both on the governour and the aſſem- 
W. We they would have acquired a greater de- 
prese of weight and authority in the govern— 
ment, and their opinions and reſolutions would 


* I ave been more reſpected by the people than 
het 


ey are likely to be under their preſent conſti- 


e ution: and they might thereby have been 
1 1 4 more uſeful in preſerving the peace of the pro- 
50 Since, and mediating, as it were, between the 
{tc B povernour and the afembly. when any dif- 
li I Putes, or differences, ſhould have ariſen between 
bY em; which, I preſume, was one of the 
, W incipal purpoſes for which they were inſti- 
nal FYuted, 

1 


ENGLISH MAN. 


Ferhaps it might have been better, when 
is charter was granted to the province by 
y # z Fn; William, to have conſtituted the council 
aki 1 K 2 in 


60-2 J 

in the manner you deſcribe. I incline to think ; 3 
it would have been fo: and, for the reaſon '2 
you have mentioned, I have often wiſhed that! 'Y 
the councils of thoſe American provinces, which! 
have no charters, but are governed merely 00 Y 
the king's commiſſions, by a governour, cou. 2 
dcil, and aſſembly, were eſtabliſhed in the mag. 2 
ner you mention, for the lives or good behaviour I 
of the members that compoſe them, inſtead a 3 
making the members of them wholly de.“ 
pendent, (as they now are throughout all 4 
provinces,) on the pleaſure of the crown d 
governour for their continuance in that of 
And I ſhould likewiſe be glad to ſee the num. 
ber of the members that compoſe the councikff 
(which now is only twelve perſons, ) increakil 
to thirty or thirty-one, and originally chosen 
the ſame manner as in the province of the, 
Maſſachuſets bay, by the joint conſent of u 
aſſembly and the governour; though, if iii 
were all to be appointed only by the king 
the governour, it would ſtill be a conſidera : 
improvement of the preſent conſtitution of 1 | 
councils of thoſe provinces in favour of „ü 
liberty of the people, they being at Prebe 3 
appoinef 


1 1 
13 appointed originally by the king alone, and alſo 
ö | remoyeable intirely at his pleaſure. 


FRENCHMAN. 


1 A council conſtituted as thoſe are can, as I 
„imagine, be of no weight, or eſtimation, in 
„the eyes of the people, and conſequently of no 
Fuſe in a time of civil diſcord. For the people 
119 will naturally ſuppoſe that a council conſiſting 
1 FW perſons who were both originally appointed 
E by the crown and may be removed at any time 
"Fat the pleaſure of the crown, can be nothing 

4 but an echo of the governour's ſentiments, or 

4 at beſt a neutral and ſilent ſpectator of the 

1 ij F e berneen him and the aſſembly, inſtead of 
a free and open aſſertor of the cauſe of that party 
en they really conceive to be in the right. 
1 But, pray, tell me how the council of the Maſſa- 
e 4 chuſets bay have uſually acted in times of diffi- 
3 | culty, when the aſſembly has had diſputes with 
Ide governours of the province, (which I am 
ab told has often happened in that province) before 
ti? the late diſturbances that have prevailed in all 
the Engliſh provinces in America for theſe ten 
| * paſt. Did they, on thoſe occaſions, take 

tee ink with the aflembly againſt the governour 
in 


"2% 


( 78 ] 
in a manner that .impartial people thought 4 | 
blameable, ſo as to manifeſt a great dependance I 
on the aſſembly, and a fear of not being re. 
choſen by them into the council at the next C | 
election? or did Wy. ſhew a diſpoſition oY 1 
ſupport the governour's authority in all matter; | 
that were not inconſiſtent with the lee 4 
granted to the people and the aſſembly by the E 
charter? For experience is the beſt guide we 1 
can follow in diſquiſitions on political inftits 1 
tions, and its leſſons are greatly to be bene 3 
to the concluſions that can be drawn from mere | | 3 
reaſon and ſpeculation concerning them even | 3 
by the moſt A perſons. 4 


1 
"IS 
©." 


IA 


ENGLISHMAN. 


It certainly is ſo: and I am told that te | 
evidence it affords on this occaſion is much in 
favour of the conſtitution given to the council 


of the Maſſachuſets bay by king Williams 


i 

charter. For, though they have depended on 4 J. 
the favour of the aſſembly for a re- election to 11 
their ſeats in the council, they have uſually, tillof : 
F 


late years, taken part with the governour n 4 
the aſſembly where his pretenſions have had an) 


- RES ſhadow of reaſon to ſupport them, and % I: 


have 


TT 

3 have always oppoſed the attempts of the aſſem- 
IF | @ bly to encroach on the prerogative of the crown. 
This I have been aſſured of by a very reſpectable 
L merchant of Boſton with whom J converſed in 
the month of December, 1769, who was very 
1 independent in his ſituation and circumſtances, 
being an elderly ſingle man and poſſeſſed of a 
very conſiderable fortune, which he had ac- 
1 | quired by his {kill and induſtry in trade. He 
F J died about two years after, and left, as I was 
f aſſured, not leſs than £.20,000 ſterling. He 
very much diſapproved the riots that had hap- 
;pened at Boſton in the year 1768, in oppoſition 
1 to the cuſtom-houſe laws, and which had 
1 occaſioned the quartering four regiments of 
F ſoldiers in the town to preſerve the peace of it; 
4 and he much approved the meaſure of ſending 
those ſoldiers thither for that purpoſe, and 
7 commended their behaviour during the time 
they had been quartered there, notwithſtanding 
4 the abuſe which many of the diſcontented in- 
hbabitants of Boſton were continually pouring 
out againſt them: and he lamented the re- 
moval of two of thoſe regiments from Boſton 
þ in the year 1769, which had given encourage- 
[2 ment to the diſcontented and violent party in 
that 


- 
* o \ 
n 


Of the di- 
ſturbance 
at Boſton 
on the 5th 
of March, 


1770. 


that town to renew their riotous proceedings 1 
two remaining regiments, (which conſiſted "2 3 ' 


ill language in a manner that was almoſt nm 


that inſulted a centinel on duty, were killa 


centinel's aſſiſtance. This happened on te 
th of March, 1770, and has very ge 


fore rung a bell for aſſiſtance to ſupport hin 


him for that purpoſe. The mob, which con- 4 
ſiſted of about an hundred men, tm 


L 8 ] 


and to provoke and inſult the ſoldiers of the 


only fix hundred men, ) by threats as well a 


bearing; which, a few months after, _ 
that unhappy quarrel in which five of the mol 


riotous perſons of a mob of an hundred men, 


by a party of twelve ſoldiers that came to the 


IR 


been called a maſſacre by the diſcontented part? 
at Boſton. For the fact was ſimply this. 2 : 
centinel, who was on guard at the cuſton- 
houſe, was inſulted by a mob of riotous ere 
for more than two hours together, and at ay 
was ſo cloſely preſſed upon by them that he w 
afraid of being driven from his poſt, and ters 


N. 


in it. Upon this captain Preſton, an officer il 3 
merit, and a guard of twelve ſoldiers, came 
out to his aſſiſtance, and placed themſelves ne: 


their inſults on the centinel and the other ſol 
den 


T9} 


1 diers, a and proceeded ſo far in their fury as t6 
pelt them with large lumps of ice, and even 
"Ko ſtrike ſome of them with ticks or bludgeons, 
"Swhich provoked them to ſuch a degree that, 
without any order from their officer, they, of 
- I their own accords, fired their pieces at their 
3 aſſaulters, irregularly and one after the other, 
23 partly from a motive of ſelf-defence and partly 
From a ſudden and natural teſentment at the 
3 | uſage they had received : and by this fire 
I ive of the ringleaders of the mob were killed. 
The increaſe of the number of riots at Boſton 
Pon after the removal of the firſt two regiments 
"From it, made the friends of government, and 
m. his gentleman among the reſt, apprehenſive of 
5 I ome ſuch fatal misfortune ; and therefore they 
i 3 were ſorry that they had been removed. I 
1s Have mentioned theſe particulars concerning 
I e gentleman J here allude to, in order to ſhew 
; 1 hat he was not a factious and diſcontented man, 
1 Ir an enemy to government in general; though 
muſt be confeſſed he did not approve the 
amp. act, nor the principle of taxing the in- 
Jabitants of that province by the authority of 
| je Britiſh parliament. He was therefore, 
Wenn the whole, as I conceive, as impartial 


L and 


1 
den 4 
on- 
volt 
{ol- 
iv! 


be 


L 32 [| J 
and candid a witneſs as could well be cha 
to give a true account of the uſual teme 
and conduct of the council of that proving. 
on the unhappy occaſions of diſputes betwen 
the governours and aſſemblies. And he gay NY 
me the account I have above related. H © 


ſpoke of times antecedent to the ſtamp- act, 
you, I think, propoſed the queſtion. For 
acknowledged that ſince that act the coung 
| had been very languid in their endeayours 1 
ſupport the governour's authority, and hu 
ſometimes even joined with the aſſembly i 3 1 
their complaints and remonſtrances againſt th 
_ meaſures he eſpouſed. But this he thougt I | 
was not to be aſcribed to their dependance « 
the aſſembly for a re- election, (fince on form 
occaſions that dependance had not produc 
the ſame effe&,) but to the general prevalem 
of the opinion that the Britiſh parliament h 
no legal right to tax the inhabitants of H 
province, or, if they had ſuch a right in poith 4 | 
of ſtrict law, that it was not equitable in tha 
to make uſe of it; which opinion he conceinl 
to have been that of the members of the level 
councils of late years, that had agreed of wil 


; 83 1 
e other inhabitants of the province, and of 
bimlelf among the reſt. 


'* FRENCHMAN. 


: I | According to this account of the conduct 
3 4 the councils of that province on former 

&calions there is little or no reaſon to wiſh 

3 Pat they had been conſtituted otherwiſe than 
Y 3 Pey were. For it ought not to be expected 

4 deſired that they ſhould aſſiſt or ſupport the 
] I Pvernour in oppoſition to the aflembly i in caſes 
1 Inere they really agree in opinion with the 
3 Itter, and conſequently approve of their pro- 
„ Fedings. This would be a dreadful kind of 
: of E 1 for them to fall into, and would 
I Inder them both odious and contemptible in 
e eyes of the people, and conſequently of 
F tue uſe to the government. For it is the 
1 of good and impartial men, who 
e qualified by their educations and ſituations 
ue to judge of publick meaſures, that gives 
Fight and dignity to the conduct of publick 
Ficers. But, pray, proceed in your account 
| the charter of this province, and of the 
terations which have been made in it by the 
e act of parliament paſſed for that purpoſe. 
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with the aſſembly, gave prodigious offence tt 
letters to his Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate in Eng.” 
as they ſaid, appeared in the council as well x 7 


aſcribed this ſpirit, not (as, I preſume, the 1 


— 


governour and the aſſembly, namely, the rid! 
of the Britiſh parliament to tax the American 3 


1 84 J 
ENGLISH MAN. 


The unwillingneſs which the council of t 
province had ſhewn of late years, (chief, 
fince the paſſing of the ſtamp-act,) to ſuppon * 
the authority of the governours in their diſputz 3 


the governours, and occaſioned them to win 
land, complaining of the refractory ſpirit tha, *? 


the aſſembly of the province. And the) 1 


33 


ought to have done, ) to the delicate nature d 3 
the ſubject that was diſputed between it 


(which hardly any people in America har 
been willing to recognize,) but to the depend- 3 
ance of the members of the council on the 
aſſembly for a re- election to their ſeats in . 
council; forgetting that on former occaſion; 
the council had often fided with the governou 3 
againſt the aſſembly notwithſtanding that de 
pendance. And they even repreſented thi 
change of conduct in the council as a mata, 


| 5 8 
W 57M 
0 2 
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10 ſuch high importance, and as being ſo very 
ene to the conduct of publick buſineſs 


1 AJ in the province, that it was abſolutely neceſſary 


to find a remedy for it. They therefore re- 


| I A emen to the miniſtry the exertion of 


the ſupream and uncontroulable authority of 
Tae parliament of Great-Britain to correct the 


f charter of the province in this particular, and 


ke the council leſs dependant on the aſſembly. 


4 


FRENCHMAN. 


This was a very bold piece of advice. For, | 


3 .at it ſhould have been true that the 


council was too much influenced by its de- 
Fpendance on the aſſembly, and all the ſenſible 
men in the province ſhould have perceived that 
it was ſo, and have wiſhed that the council had 
ien been made more independent, yet 
9 ſhould think they would not like to have its 
3 onſtitution altered without their own conſent 
[ P. the authority of ſuch a diſtant legiſlature 
as the Britiſh parliament, over whoſe proceed- 
So they had no influence or controul. The 
power of changing their charter for the better, 
I Toei than at their own requeſt, would 
Involve in it, as they would naturally ſuppoſe, 


the 


86 J 


the power of changing it for the worſe, which 
they might fear would be uſed on ſome other 
occaſion : and therefore I ſhould have expected 
that they would be greatly diſpleaſed at any )ß 
alteration in their charter that ſhould be mad: } 


without their own conſent. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


It was certainly to be expected that ſuch " 
meaſure would greatly diſpleaſe them. And 
the miniſtry of Great-Britain ſeemed for a long 


while to be apprehenſive that it would do 6 


For, notwithſtanding the ſuggeſtions of the 


governours of the province, they for a long 


time forbore to meddle with the charter, even 
till the unfortunate affair of the deſtruction 
of the tea at Boſton i in December, 1773. But * 
that act of violence threw both the whole | 
miniſtry and parliament of Great-Britain, and 
one may almoſt ſay, the whole Britiſh nation, 
into a fit of indignation and fury againſt the Þ 
Americans, which laſted throughout the whole 
ſeſſion of parliament in the ſpring of the yer 
1774, and produced a ſeries of acts of parlia- - 
ment that ſavoured of the temper in which 
they were framed, being every one more ſevere} 
ad 


191 


and vindictive, and alarming and irritating to 


Jebe Americans, than that which was next be- 
fore it, from the bill for ſhutting up the harbour 
Wot Boſton, which was paſled the firſt, to the 
uebeck bill, which concluded them. 


FRENCHMAN. 
Pray what induced the people of Boſton to 


commit ſo great an outrage, by which they 


ere fo TRAY. to draw upon cm the 


do they holes in ;atification of 8 violent a 
1 5 


ENGLISHMAN. 


All their arguments in juſtification of this 
proceeding turn upon the grand point which 


has been fo warmly conteſted of late years 
between Great-Britain and her colonies in Ame- 
Fica, the right of the Britiſh parliament to 
3 mpoſe taxes on the Americans. 
point been clearly ſettled, either in the affirma- 
| 3 ive or the negative, between Great-Britain and 
N 1 er colonies, that act of violence would never 
i 4 ave been committed. But, is that right vas 
inſiſted on by Great- Britain and poſitively denied 


Had this 
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arliament 


tax them. 
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1 
by the Americans, the endeavour to carry! 
into execution has met with a reſiſtance on 
the Americans, which they conſider as 0 
lawful, becauſe it is made to an illegal exertion 
of power. = 


FRENCHMAN. 


Pray, upon what ground do the America 
deny the right of the Britiſh parliament to tu J 
them? For we, Canadians, have always bee? 
told that the Britiſh parliament, conſiſting df 3 
the King, the Lords, and the Commons c 
Great-Britain, are the ſupream legiſlature o 4 
Great-Britain and all its dependencies ; and 1 
accordingly we think ourſelves bound to ſubmi 4 
to the late act of parliament for regulating the 
government of this province, notwithſtandig | 
we much diſlike it; and, as to the other a d | 
parliament, for impoſing certain duties on ſpi 5 0 
rituous liquors in this province, which w] 
paſſed at the ſame time as the former, I hat 
heard no complaints at all againſt it either fron! | 
the Canadians or the Engliſh inhabitants of tie 
province. We eſteem the duties themſelve 
to be moderate and judicious, and ſuch as it . 
reaſonable the province ſhould pay towards the, 
maintenance 9 


89 ] 


4 naintenance of its own civil government, and we 
4 Tensder the authority of the parliament, by which 


ey were impoſed, as indiſputably adequate to 


f uch an operation. Our notion of the change made 
1 1 1 our political ſituation by the conqueſt of the 


JY province in 1760 is this; that, whereas we 
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were before ſubject to the ſingle authority of 
he king of France, who might tax us and 


| Take laws for us in the manner he thought 
en = we have ſince that time been ſubject 


; : 
5 2 

| 
0 * 2 0 

# 
$58 


the ſame degree to the joint authority of the 


King and parliament of Great-Britain, whoſe 


1 Per in Great- Britain is, as we have been 
Pformed, full as extenſive and unicontroulable 


Is that of the king of France is in France, 
1 And by this change we conſider ourſelves as 
| gainers, becauſe we think that a legiſla- 


Fvre confiſting of a King, a Houſe of Lords 
more than two hundred members, and a 
Flouſe of Commons of more than five hundred 


© 3 
* : 3 2 


Members, having each of them a negative on 
he reſolutions of the other two, are leſs likely 
Þ paſs any acts by which we may be injured 
Ind oppreſſed, than a king alone would be, 
$ho might be eaſily impoſed upon and led into 
Jad meaſures by artful and wicked miniſters. 


M 5 


[ 90 
ENGLISHMAN. 


1 intirely approve of your notions of te f 
preſent political ſituation of the province of 4 
Quebeck. It is the ſame with that which! 
have always entertained myſelf upon that ſub. 4 
ject. It would indeed be a ſtrange doctrine t J 
fay that, when a country has been conquemi 
by the Britiſh arms, and afterwards 9 3 
ceded to the crown of Great-Britain, (as tu. 
has been,) it ſhould not become ſubject, i f 
point of legiſlation and taxation and eren 
ſpecies of political government, either to Ü "RN 
| king alone or to the. king and parhament cov g 
jointly. The only doubt which has been fa ; 
merly made upon this ſubject has been whet F 
the king alone did not, upon the conqueſt ] 
ceſſion of a country to the crown of Greal 
Britain, become intitled to the whole pore 
of government over it, without the conc. 
rence, or interference, of the parliament. Au { 
many En gliſh lawyers have formerly been d 1 
opinion that the king did become intitled to ti 
power. But the other opinion, of the right 
the parliament to a ſhare of the Kae al | mY 

thority over ſuch new-acquired country as wh 


7 


8 3 1 
— "res — OY 
4 — _ — —ᷣ—ä— — 


* 

k f 
Mit \ 
Þ } 

. 5 N 

44; * 
1 
an 
. 
my 
N 5 
1 
1 1 
1 N 
oo 
fy 4.7 
4 1. 
1 
Wh 
| 
S118: 
Wy 
abi) © 
'} 
. 
N 
N 
% 
* \ \ 
vox] 
"4 TT 
* ny 4) 
\ [ t 
4 1! 1 
3 1 
BW; 
Nie 
N. 
1600! 
Wi: 1/8 
k $17 / 
Wael {a 
i 
\ " 
4 HIES 
"44 
5 
N. 10 
Y - 
4 . * 
1 
N 14. 
1 E 
©} : 
BY &+- 1 4b 
i 1 
Tit; : 
FL, 
- W id I 
II. * 
* 1 1 
©] PEI, 
e 
1 19 , 
LE "F 
ha +8700 
WW 
I 19 ” 
ITHRSE 

1X85; 7 
P94 14pt 
1 19 
1 . 344 

' ak 

P4, 1 

10 1 i ; 

9 * } 

* 775 1 

ee 

189 6. 

* . 
18 + 
HT * I 

'6 : p * 

* TY 155 y 

9 105 4 

1 . 

* 1 
„. 
11 1 
iin 
Mn 

in x 

2 A 

1 

tn „* . 

1 * U 

$i WE. Ly 

715 5 
Wien 
* itt 

544 ) 
if 

n e 

af 18. 42: 

+ 4 2 

1 . 

Ind N 

eie 

S577 : 
$4 EF, 

Mie 

D 

in 

N 44 

ine I 

OLED 

#182 

IG B 

+ * Flt - 

| fl * 
TEAS 
HUGE 
Hh 
„ 
+ 7 
5 
3 
4 
1904 
* 
9 
* * 
e 2 
Wig 
F* is. 
: 
* 
17 
71 
. 1 1 


8 


ey 8 
_ —— > Aw 2 
—— . — —ͤ— 
INE — 2 
- — — — 
- — I" — 
2 1 . 
Cory oy . 1 
* * 
* — — 


| + 


LW 1 


. ps over the ancient poſſeſſions of the crown, 
ems to be more reaſonable, and, I think, is 
4 ore generally adopted at this day. 


FRENCHMAN. 


| Since that is the opinion that now prevails, 
I 55 comes it that the Boſtonians and other 
3 Engliſh Americans pretend that the king and 
ment have no power of impoſing taxes 
. 4 pon them ? They would not ſurely chuſe to 
"Fe taxed by the king's fingle authority, without 
: e concurrence of the parliament. 


vl ENGLISHMAN. 


No: by no means. That they would con- 
. Je as a much worſe condition than the be- 
E g ſubject to the king and parliament con- 
Pintly; though ſome of their writers have 
ow and then, in the heat of argument, de- 
Jared that, of the two, they would rather 
Huſe to be ſubject to the king alone, in point 
9 taxation, than to the king and parliament 
3 But in this they could hardly be 
Wicere ; or, if they were, it was probably only 
ö momentary ſentiment, while their minds 
| Were full of indignation againſt the thought of 
9 Ms being 


A 


LL 3 


being taxed by the parliament, and not = 3 
ſettled and deliberate opinion, or, at leaſt, W 
that of the greater part of the Amerie 
However, they expreſsly reject both theſe a 
thorities, and inſiſt that no taxes can be In 
fully levied upon them but by their wur 
preſentatives, choſen by themſelves for il 
purpoſe, in the aſſemblies of their ceſpeali 
provinces, which they conſider as fo many 
parate parliaments, that have the ſame 7 
powers in their reſpective provinces as the D:2? 

tiſh parliament has in Great-Britain, 9 


1 
St! 
| 


FRENCHMAN. | | e 

This pretenſion of theirs ſeems farourd f 
to liberty, but prejudicial to the unity f 
Britiſh empire. For, if there is no comm 
legiſlature whoſe power extends over all 9 
dominions of the crown of Great-Britain, , 
dominions cannot properly be ſaid to make 
late, or great political community, but are rache 


1 


þ 


tl 


an aſſemblage of ſeveral ſeparate ſtates n 4 te 
the ſame king, or executive magiſtrate. T U 3 ir 
muſt produce a variety of counſels in the p 
veral parts of the Britiſh empire, which mi 1: 
tend very much to leſſen the weight and "Fi 
lien 


3 LB 1 
uence they would have if they afted under 
Bone ſupream legiſlative head. But, pray, upon 


wo! being exempt from the legiſlative authority 
Pf the Britiſh parliament? Is there any thing 
in their charters that countenances a claim of 
Ii kind? or do they maintain it only upon 


r 


eln, of nature 7 


ENGLISH MAN. 


They ground their claim upon both theſe 


$ © reaſons, but principally upon the latter, the 
= principles of equity and the law of 
nature; which indeed is by much their beſt 


een For their charters afford little ground 


for this pretenſion, as I ſhall leave you to judge 
when I have ſtated to you the manner in 
ich they argue from them. In both the 
1 # charters of the Maſſachuſet's bay, the old and 
1 the new one, and in moſt of the other char- 
ters of the American colonies, there is a clauſe 
© inſerted that declares that the children of the 
en who ſhall go and ſettle in thoſe co- 
Jlonies ſhall have all the privileges of Engliſh 
ſutzece born within the realm of England. 


The 
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"= reaſons do they found this pretenſion 


| ww principles of equity and liberty and the 


An argu- 
ment of the 
Americans 
derived 
from their 
Charters. 


1 1 l 
The clauſe in king William's charter to hel 
inhabitants of the Maſſachuſet's bay is in TA : 
words: © And further, our will and Pm J 
zs, and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and Ju. ; q 8 
ceſſors, grant, eftabliſh, and ordain, That all 1 1 
every the ſubjects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſir, © Y 
which ſhall go to, and inhabit within, our ſails 4 * 
province or territory, and every of their childn i F 
which ſhall happen to be born there, or on 0 
ſeas in going thither or returning from then K 
ſhall have and enjoy all liberties and immunitiu [1 
of free and natural ſubjects within any of 1 Wu 
dominions of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, t1 4 pr 
intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, a. o 
F they, and every of them, were born within till 
our realm of England.” The plain meanin 
and deſign of this clauſe was to prevent the 
children of Engliſhmen, who ſhould go from? 4 * 
England and ſettle in the province of the Ma: 
ſachuſets bay, from being conſidered as fol * 
reigners and excluded from the privileges d, of 1 
natural- born ſubjects of England, ſuch as the] 1 | 
right of purchaſing land in England and d, 
holding offices of truſt and profit, and the like, 'Y 
which it might otherwiſe have been doubted . 
: whether they were intitled to. Yet, from this 9 | 
ER. clauſe 


t 7] 


Gif forme of the American writers have at- 
3 1 to derive a proof that they are exempt- 
2 from the authority of parliament with re- 
Pect to taxation, by the following train of rea- 
Yy c Ppning. The American coloniſts are intitled, 
Ey they, by virtue of this clauſe, to the fame 
N 3 ge as the inhabitants of old England. 
But the inhabitants of old England are intitled 
| | o be exempt from paying any taxes but ſuch 
q 5 granted to the crown by themſelves or their 
I ge choſen by themſelves, (or by 
uch among themſelves as have freehold land 
& the annual value of forty ſhillings,) in the 
tommons houſe of parliament. Therefore, the 
4 3 \mericansare intitledinlikemanner tobeexempt 
ö from paying any taxes but ſuch as are granted 
4 py themſelves or their repreſentatives, choſen by 

Tbendches in the aſſemblies of their reſpective 
F-lonies. This argument is rather a bold than 
n artful one, fince the fallacy of it is fo ex- 
ö Tas evident that it can hardly eſcape the 
gel diſcerning reader. For, it fails in the very 
*Wuſt propoſition, which affirms, that, by virtue 
: 1 bei the aforeſaid clauſe, the American coloniſts 
| | are intitled to the ſame privileges as the inha- 
binn of old England. Now, this clauſe has 
not 
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Another 
argument 
the 


Americans 


derived 
from their 


- Charters. 


[ 596 J 3 
not the leaſt relation to the degree of their wil J 
litical freedom in their own 'province, ll 
barely to their condition when they ſhall cone 2 
to England, or go to ſome other dominion d I * 
the crown of Great-Britain that is out of th 
own province ; and in that caſe it provides 'n Þ 
their enjoyment of the ſame privileges in Eng. 2 Hl 
land, or ſuch other dominion of Great-Britain A 


tilde own province is FR TY in the el 
_ clauſes of the charter, which ſettle their rich J 1 
of chuſing their repreſentatives in the aſſem 
bly, the right of their aſſembly to chuſe * | 
council, the powers to be exerciſed by 11 
governour, and the governour and ond 
and = the nere council, and aſſe ae * 


3 of this claim of an exemption * L 
the * power of taxing them. 1 
But there is another argument in app 
of this claim, which they alſo derive from theſ 


charter, and which is much more . plauibiſi 


a 


( 97 1 
an the former, though not, in my opinion, 
| * any means concluſive. Their charter gives 
e governour, council, and aſſembly of the 
rovince a power to raiſe money upon the 
i an which they contend to be an implied, 
q virtual, excluſion of the parliament from 
3 1 right to exerciſe the ſame power over 
em. For, ſay they, if the parliament may 
* us, we ſhall be liable to be taxed by two 
Eind legiſlatures; which is abſurd and unjuſt. 
ut J confeſs, I can fee neither injuſtice nor 
I bſurdity in a man's being liable to be taxed 
two, or even by twenty, different legiſla- 
1 res, if ſuch is the conſtitution of the ſociety 
I e belongs to. And 1 believe there are few 
Puntries in which a man is not liable to be 
1 ed by ſeveral different authorities on different 
caſions and for different purpoſes. In Eng- 
Ind people are taxed by one ſet of men towards 
4 je maintenance of the poor; by another, in 
1 ondon and many other great towns, towards 
1 | ving the ſtreets and lighting the lamps ; by 
1 third in corporate bodies, towards the joint or 
mmon expences of the community; and by 
e parliament towards the general expences 
ng the nation, ſuch as the maintenance of the 
= N fleet, 


Of the 


charter of 


Maryland, In that charter, n * — fol j 


feet, the army, the publick arſenals and al | | 


therefore examine the charters of the _ 


Tome of them have no charters, but are 1 * 
verned merely by the king's commiſſions,) 1 


method of taxation, except by their own a 


[ 98 ] 


reſſes, the adminiſtration of juſtice and tv} 
ſupport of the king's houſhold. There 1 4 
nothing in all this that is either abſurd or ne 
Unleſs therefore the clauſes in the Ameri 
charters by which the governours, cou nk 
and afſemblies are impowered to raiſe tam 
upon the people, contain ſome clear and = 
words that exclude all taxation by any oth 
authority, it will not follow by mere e 
tion, from their having ſuch a power, that ** 
parliament has not likewiſe an authority t Þ 
raiſe taxes on them, when the publick en 
gencies of the ſtate require it. We ell 


provinces of America that have charters, ( 1 1 * ; 


order to ſee whether they contain any a8 
and expreſs words of excluſion of 72 —— 


blies. Now, if we do this, we ſhall dats Ni 
and but one charter in all America in ” 


there is any appearance of ſuch words of 0 
r Cluſton: and that is the charter of = 
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; [9] 
Poſt of the other charters on the continent, 
Peing a grant to the lord Baltimore, made by 
ag Charles I. in the year 1632, of a tract 
country to be holden as a county palatine,) 
4 here is a clauſe that perhaps may be thought 
amount to an excluſion of the right of par- 
4 zment to tax the inhabitants of that province, 
& to a promiſe on the part of the king and 
& s ſucceſſors, that they never will give their 
Went to any bill that ſhall be propoſed to 
1 dem in the Engliſh parliament for taxing 
em. lt is in theſe words: * And further, 
"&r pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, our 
#75 and ſucceſſors, we do covenant, and grant, 
and with the ſaid lord Baltimore, and his heirs 
d aſſigns, that we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
: * all at no time hereafter fet or make, or cauſe 
er, any impoſition, cuſtom, or other taxation, 
re, or contribution whatſoever, in and upon the 
oellers and inhabitants of the aforeſaid province, 
r their lands, tenements, goods, or chattels, 
Within the ſaid province, or in and upon any 
pods or merchandize within the ſaid province, 
a 0 be laden or unladen within the ports or 
rbours of the ſaid province.” By this claufe 
u e king covenants with lord Baltimore, that 
1 N 2 | be 
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taxing them. vet 1 much doubt, wheths 3 


cauſe the king's: giving his aſſent to a ta- , 
is not properly ſetting a tax, or cauſing ot 


by theſe words, © Le Roi le veut, which a i 


the nation by his own abſolute authority vi 1 | 


[ 100 J 


that was the true meaning of this clauſe, . 3 


to ſet it, but is accepting a free gift from 4 8 
people, made in their names, and for then 
by their repreſentatives, or agents, the men 9 
bers of the houſe of commons. For the fo . 
of giving the royal aſſent to ſuch a bill is wi 


the words uſed in giving the royal aſſent to 1 
other bill, but by theſe words, Le Roi A K 
mercie ſes bons ſujets, et accepte leur bienveillau ® 
ſo that the king can hardly be ſaid to have i 
a tax, or cauſed others to ſet it, when heb 
given the royal aſſent to it. Another rn 
why I doubt whether the foregoing clauſe i ie 
be underſtood as a promiſe on the part of 1 
crown never to conſent to a bill of the Bri 
parliament for taxing the inhabitants of Ml 
land, is this. The king at this time ove : 


» 4 wh 


** 


„ 
3 
„ 
5 4 


1 1 201 F 

3 ut a parliament, and had publickly declared, 
Sy a proclamation made three: years before the 
Haſſing this charter, that he did not intend to 
- AM any more parliaments; ; which reſolution 
e kept for eleven years together, from the 
ear 1629 to the year 1640, governing all· that 
1 auſing many cruel puniſhments to be inflicted 
y certain courts of juſtice which were then 
n being, and which were intirely devoted to 
is pleaſure, (but which have been ſince abo- 
iched,) on all thoſe perſons who preſumed to 
nd fault with his government; till at laſt he 
Drove his people into that famous civil war, 
rhich, after various ſucceſſes during four years, 
ended at laſt to his diſadvantage, and was fol- 
owed firſt by his being impriſoned by his own. 
Þ ictorious ſubjects, and afterwards (upon his 
23 repeated refuſals to make peace with them upon 
ne terms they required,) by his being pub- 
b ickly beheaded by them. It was during theſe 
Pyrannical eleven years, when it was made cri- 
i ninal in England to talk of the meeting of a 
1 Parliament, that King Charles granted this 
11 Charter to the Lord Baltimore : and therefore 
f 2 t ſeems probable that neither the King nor 
'4 Lord 
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| privileges as belonged to the biſhops of Durhan | $ 


rghts and franchiſes, of what kind ſoever, tem: 3 in 
 poral, as well by ſea as by land, within u 


4102 J 


Lord Baltimore had any view to parliamentay j 
taxation when it paſſed. And there is al 
another circumſtance that induces me to tat A 
that the foregoing clauſe in the charter of May. . 
land ought not to be conſtrued as an excluſm 0 
of all Parliamentary taxation upon the inhabi Z 3 1 
tants of that province. It is this. This chatte 
was intended to convey to the Lord Baltimo: 
and his heirs and aſſigns, the ſame powers ani 


2 2 
o * 


in England, as appears by the following woch 
of it ; © Together with all and ſingular tbe lil. 
and as ample, rights, juriſdictions, privi 1 3 
prerogatves, royalties, liberties, immunities, ol 3J 


country, ifles, iflets, and limits aforeſaid; t\ 3 n 
bave, exerciſe, uſe, and enjoy, the ſame as amp Wi 
as any biſhop of Durham, within the biſhoprii 
or county palatine of Durham in our kingdom q. 4 6 
England, hath at any time heretofore had, bol, 
uſed, or enjoyed, or of right ought, or ni 
have had, held, uſed, or enjoyed.” From ti) : I | 
clauſe it ſeems reaſonable to conclude that the | 
intention of King Charles I. and Lord Balti 
more, at the time of paſſing this charter, ws 3 


{ 103 J 


= the inhabitants of Maryland ſhould ftand 
\ the ſame relation to the crown (whatever 
nat relation might be) as the inhabitants of 
ie biſhoprick of Durham in England, and 
| | onſequently that the king ſhould be at liberty 
3 3 Þ exerciſe the ſame authority over them as 
Peer the inhabitants of that biſhoprick, and 
+7 money upon them in the ſame caſes in 
pick he might lawfully levy money upon 
Hoſe inhabitants. Now at that time it was 
13 for the inhabitants of the biſhoprick 
3 Durham to contribute to ſuch taxes as were 
ranted to the crown by the parliament of 
. : In we notwithſtanding they did not ſend 
2. repreſentatiues to it. And therefore it 
Should ſeem that the inhabitants of Maryland 
4 L Huſt have been liable in like manner to con- 
1 ribute to ſuch taxes as ſhould be granted for 
"Mem to the crown by the parliament of Eng- 
Ind, or, at leaſt, that their charter could not 
3 xempt them from ſuch an obligation, if, upon 
cher e they ſhould be ſubject to it. 


'Y It is true-indeed that about chirty years FO 
hen king Charles the ſecond - was. reſtored to 
e . of his father $ throne, the inhabi 

4. tants 
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104 J | | 
tants of the biſhoprick of Durham did mal 
an application to the crown for leave to ſl 
members to the Engliſh parliament, upon tl 5 
ground of the reaſonableneſs and equity 9 ; 
having ſome ſhare. in paſſing thoſe laws whighl | 
they were bound to obey, and in granting that 1 I 
taxes to which they were bound to contribu. 
acknowledging their obligation to ſubmit to th 

laws and taxes impoſed on them by the Engi 
parliament. And this requeſt of theirs wil. 
thought reaſonable and was complied wit . 


to the parliament, two of which were to 1 
choſen by the citizens of the city of Durham 4 
and the other two by the freeholders of 7 
whole biſhoprick. And in like manner, 
doubt, the people of Maryland, if they wall 
fully to acknowledge, and ſubmit to, the ol 
of the Britiſh parliament to make laws 11 

taxes for them, would have an equitable groull 4 4 
for deſiring the privilege of ſending membe 7 h 
to it. But this they have not done: and i 
the mean time the example of the biſhoptiol 
of Durham, (which was, in a great meaſun f- 
made the model of the government of thi « : 


province 


295 J 

3 Province) ſeems rather to ſhew that they are 
| 4 Pot exempted by virtue of their charter from 
3 n obligation of paying ſuch taxes as ſhall be 
Wanted for them from time to time to the 
I rown by the parliament of Great-Britain. 


1 Upon the whole, therefore, I am inclined 

think that even the inhabitants of Mary- 

3 ind are not exempted by their charter from 

e obligation of paying ſuch taxes as the 
Britiſh parliament ſhall grant for them to the 
Wown, if they would be legally ſubje& to 

Ich an obligation upon any other grounds; 
Which is another queſtion, which we will 
nſider preſently. 

And if the province of Maryland is not 
empted from parliamentary taxation by its 
Harter, I am ſure no other province in Ame- 

a can pretend to be ſo upon the fame 

1 found. For in the charter of Penſylvania, of the 
ich was granted by king Charles II. to Fenn 
4 illiam Penn, and his heirs and aſſigns, in 
ae year 168 2, that is, fifty years after the 
nt of the charter of Maryland, there is a 

1 uſe which expreſsly recognizes the power 

2 | O 0 


ww. =— 


e 


of the king and 3 of ona 
to impoſe taxes on the inhabitants of th 
province. It is in theſe words. And fn 
ther, our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, u ; | x 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do covenant 0 JF 
grant, to and with the ſaid William Penn, al 3 
his heirs and aſſigns, that we, our heirs and ſu; I X 
ceſſors, ſhall at no time bereafter fet or male, 
cauſe to ſet, any impoſition, cuſtom, or l 
taxation, rate, or contribution whatſoever in d 
upon the dwellers and inhabitants of the il 
province, for their lands, tenements, goods, . 4 
chattels within the ſaid province, or to be 1e 
or unladen within the ports or harbours of U 
faid province, unleſs the ſame be with the -— 
of the proprietary, or chief governour, al? 
afſembly, or by att of parliament.” From 3 
laſt words it is plain that king Charles l 
did not mean to exempt the inhabit 
Penſylvania by this charter from ſuch ta . 
as ſhould be impoſed on them by the Eng 4 
parliament, but rather that he ſuppo 
they would ſtill continue liable to pay th 1 
taxes in the ſame manner as they would ha 
been if they had ſtayed i in England inſtead 
going to ſettle in Penſylvania. And it 1 ö 
probaſſſf 
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[ 167 ] 
l bobable that William Penn and his followers 
4 lad at that time no view, or defire, of being 
Fempt from parliamentary taxation, but only 
Fiſhed to be ſecured againſt any taxes which 
He king by his ſingle authority might be 
2A Empted to impoſe upon them ; there being 
Hen (as I obſerved before) an opinion pre- 
Wailing amongſt many people, and counte- 
Fanced by the court lawyers of the time, 
Hat the king of England might govern the 
pendent dominions of the crown by his 
rn abſolute authority and without the con- 
Prrence of the parliament, unleſs he pre- 
IF uded himſelf from ſo doing by his own act 
granting a charter to the inhabitants of 
Ich a dependent dominion containing the 
Wtcnded limitations of his faid abſolute autho- 
Wy; in which caſe it was ſuppoſed that he 
Huld be bound by thoſe limitations. And 
4 Fainſt ſuch a taxation, by the ſingle authority 
i [ | the crown, the clauſe above-recited is a 
"Wy proper guard. It is plain therefore that 
inhabitants of Penſylvania cannot juſtly 
etend to be exempted from parliamentary 
ation by virtue + their charter. Nor in- 


I ed do they, as I believe, pretend to it upon 
Mt ground. 


O 2 3 


[ 108 ] 


of the I will next conſider the charter which. wg 


the pro granted by king William to the baba 


vines... of the Maſſachuſets bay in the year 01 
chuſets which we have had frequent occaſion to ſpl 4 


bay. I 
of n The only clauſe in this chart 1 
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wince for the time being, with the advice a [| 
conſent of the council, for our ſervice in the 
cefſary defence and ſupport of our government | 4 
our ſaid province or territory, and the proting | 
and preſervation of the inhabitants there, ac 
ding to ſuch acts as are or ſhall be in 4 
21thin our ſaid province.” Here are no wal 
that exclude the authority af dae 
impoſe other taxes on the inhabitants of i 


province. On the contrary, the work 9 
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is clauſe afford a reaſonable ground for ſup- 

Pong that it was the intention of the framers 

pf this charter, and of king William who 
5 granted it, that thoſe inhabitants ſhould con- 
inue ſubject to parliamentary 1 taxation. For 

The power of raiſing money on them granted 

Bo the aſſembly by this clauſe is not a general 

Dower of raiſing it for any publick purpoſe 
2% hatſoever, but only for the neceſſary defence 

4 and ſupport of the king's government of the 
A ſaid province. Suppoſe therefore that the 
EE:fmbly of the Maſſachuſets bay were in- 
elined to contribute a certain ſum of money 
2 owards the expence of the king's houſhold, 
'4 or towards the maintenance of the Britiſh 
A fleet or army, or the fortifications of Gibraltar 
2 or Port Mahon, (all which are branches of 
Y the publick expence of the nation to which 
Mit is reaſonable that both they and all other 
i ſubjects of the crown ſhould contribute in 
© proportion to their abilities,) and to direct 
hat this money ſhould be ſent to England, 
and lodged in the king's exchequer there, 
i Wand iſſued by the warrants of the king's lord 
Go high treaſurer, or of the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to execute the office of lord high 
3 treaſurer, 


treaſurer, for the feveral purpoſes for which 
it Rad been granted ;---ſo much to the 1 
for his civil liſt; ſo much to the treaſurer 0 |. 
the navy for the ſupport of the fleet; ſo mud 
to the paymaſter of the army for the ſuppo i 
of the army ; and fo on ;----I ſay, if the: 2 
aſſembly of the Maſſachuſets bay were to K 
diſpoſed to do theſe equitable and generou k 
actions, they would not have a legal right 2 I 
to do them by means of the aforeſaid clauſ 
in their charter; becauſe they are therel| F 
impowered only to raiſe money upon the! 2 
inhabitants of the province for the neceſſa)} ; 1 
defence and ſupport of the government of the ſai, I A 
province, and the protection and preſervation i 3 
its inhabitants. Yet theſe contributions to the? 3 
general expences of the Britiſh empire are in 1 | 
themſelves reaſonable and proper, and fit to; 1 . 
be made by the people of the Maffachuſch 
bay, as well as by all the other ſubjects 1 
the crown, as ſoon as they ſhall be in a ſuff.“ 
cient ſtate of opulence to be able to mh 
them: and king William, and the framers 1 4 „ 
the charter he granted to that province, mul . 
neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to have thought then 
ſo. And therefore, as he thought fit to gef f 
e 5 bis 
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b this charter, to the aſſembly of this pro- 
Ince only a limited power of raiſing money 
i bon the inhabitants of it for the uſe of the 
7 J res itſelf, it is reaſonable to conclude 
at he ſuppoſed they would continue liable 
be taxed by the Engliſh parliament to- 
1 Las thoſe other and more general branches 
che publick expence after they had re- 
4 Eived this charter as well as before. And if 
'3 ? this way of reaſoning upon this ſubject 
Irhich ſeems to me to be a very fair one) 
4 ge add this other conſideration, that this 
| arter to the Maſſachuſets bay was granted 
I En years after the charter of Penſylvania, in 
Wich the power of the Englith parliament 
2 impoſe taxes on the inhabitants of it 18 
Eprclly recognized, notwithſtanding the pri- 
"7 Wleges granted by that charter to William 
enn and his followers are in other reſpects 
1 4 Peommonly extenſive, it will be almoſt im- 
1 Pede to conceive that the aforeſaid clauſe 
ff | the charter of the Maſſachuſets bay (by 
1 ich the aſſembly is impowered to raiſe 
il l Nes for certain purpoſes on the inhabitants,) 
as intended by king William to exempt 
þ bm. from parliamentary taxation. 4 
"| there 


bf * 


 Connetti- and Rhode-iſland contain no clauſe to impowe 


1 112 1 
there is no other clauſe in this charter tai 
has any relation to this ſubject. We ma 
therefore conclude that the inhabitants of 
the Maſſachuſets bay are not exempted "i 
their charter from the obligation of Paying 
the taxes which the Britiſh parliament all 05 
impoſe upon them. | 2 


of the The charters of the colonies of Connectieul 
charters of 


cut an 
Rhode the aſſemblies of thoſe colonies to raiſe monerÞ 


85 upon the other inhabitants. They contain 
only a limited power of making laws for the 
good government of thoſe colonies, The 
clauſe for this purpoſe in the charter of Cor h 
necticut is in theſe words. And we furte i 
of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mt} 
motion, give and grant unto the ſaid eee, 
and company of the Engliſh colony of Connectici 
in Neu-England in America, and their ſu 
ſors, that it ſhall and may be lawful fo and fr 

the governour, or deputy governour, and ſuch lf 1 
the aſſillants of the ſaid company for the time Aug 

as ſhall be aſſembled i in any of the general court 

aforeſaid, or in any courts to be eſpecially cl | 
n or aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the gr 


aut! 1 
* 72 


„ 

WF of them, (whereof the governour, or deputy- 

vernour, and jix of the aſſiſtants to be always 
en,) to erect and make ſuch judicatories for 

be bearing and determining of all actions, cauſes, 


n or plantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute 


2 1 Wnventent ; and alſo, from time to time, to make, 
j4 din, and eſtabliſh all manner of wholeſome and 
b @-fonable laws, flatutes, ordinances, directions 
ad inſtructions, not contrary to the laws of this 


2 of England, as well for ſettling the forms 


d neceſſary for the ſaid Plantati on and the in- 
inan there, as for naming and ſtyling all 
bis of officers, both ſuperiour and inferiour, 
J cb they ſhall find needful for the government 
, 2d plantation of the ſaid colony and the diſtin- 
Tee and ſetting forth of the ſeveral autboriti lies, 
wers, and limits of every ſuch office and place, 
L the forms of ſuch oaths, (not being contrary 


Power to 
erectcourts 
of judica« 
cure. 


Fatters, and things happening within the ſaid 


3:9 depending there, as they ſhall think fit and 


And to 
make laws 
and ordi- 

nances not 
contrary to 
the laws of 
England. 


and ceremonies f government and magiſtracy fit 


| | 1 the laws and Ratutes of this our realm of Eng- 


50 ſeveral offices and places; as alſo for the 
5 ing and ordering of the election of ſuch of 


e /aid officers as are to be anually choſen, and 


P f 


Wd) to be adminiftered for the executi on of the 


0 if fuch others as ſhall act, in caſe of du 5 | 
or removal, and adminiſtering the ſaid oat) WW 

the new-elefted officers, and granting eceſſu 2 
commiſſions, and for impoſition of lawful fri 

mulcts, impriſenments, or other puniſhments, ul 

Reference offenders and delinquents, according to the cy = 
corpora- of other corporations within this our king don 
3 England; and the ſame laws, fines, mults al + 
43 = executions, to alter, change, revoke, annul, reli 4 
— or pardon, under their common ſeal, as by t 5 
ſaid general aſſembly, or the major part of thn : 
ſhall be thought fit ; and for the directing, ruin 
and diſpoſing of all other matters and thin - 
whereby our ſaid people, inhabitants there, ul 
be fo religiouſly, peaceably and civilly govern 
as their good life, and orderly converſation, mf 1 
win and invite the natives of the country t WW 
knowledge and obedience of the only true God a g . 
Saviour of mankind, and the Chriſtian fail. : 
which in our royal intentions, and the aaventuri ; ſe 
free profeſſion, is the only and principal end 
this plantation; willing, commanding and 
quiring, and by theſe preſents, for us, our ba" 
and ſucceſſors, ordaining and appointing, that i ' 
fuch laws, flatutes and ordinances, inſtruct, 
impaſitions and directions, as ſhall be ſo mad: 

1 5 75 th 


1 


7 governour, deputy-governour and aſſiſtants, as The ſaid 
” „ laws ſhall 
þ- forefaid, and publiſhed in writing under their be * b- 
7 in 
inen ſeal, ſhall carefully and duly be obſerved, writing 


[= 77A performed, and put in execution, according th; 3 : 
Sh te rue intent and meaning of the ſame; and — 
75 je our letters patents, or the duplicate or exem- 

2 thcation thereof, ſhall be, to all and every ſuch 
s, ſaperiours and infericurs, from time to 

| : ne, for the putting of the ſame orders, laws, 

z ututes, ordinances, inſtructions and directions, 

| z due execution, againſt us, our heirs and ſuc- 

I : ſors, a 2 fuji cient warrant and 3 


2 And the clauſe for this purpoſe i in the charter 

W Rhodeiſland is in theſe words. And Conflita. 
er, we do of our eſpecial grace, certain eve: w al 
Wowicdge, and mere motion, give and grant unto 

aid governour and company of tie Engliſh co- 

wy of Rhode-ifland and Providence plantations, in 

; ; ew-England, in America, and their ſucceſſors, 

: bat the governour, or in his abſence, or by bis 

; rmiſion, the deputy-governour of the ſaid com- 

5. for the time being, the aſſiſtants, and ſuch 

= {oe freemen of the ſaid company as ſball be ſo as 
W/1caid elected or deputed, or ſo many of them 

: # all le 2 en at ſuch meeting or aſſembly, as 

M1 2 aforeſaid, 


= FF  } 5 
= aforeſaid, ſhall be called the general aſſemby 
8 and that they, or the greateſt part of them the 3 
aſſembly. preſent, (whereof the governour, or deputy. 9. 
vernour, and fix of the aſſiſtants at leaſt, tn 1M 

ſeven,) ſhall have, and have hereby given au 
granted unto them, full power and authority, fri Z 

time th time, and at all times hereafter, to afjuin; 

alter, and change ſuch days, times and places i 5 
meeting, and general aſſembly, as they ſhall thi 1 

fit, and to chuſe, nominate and appoint ſuch ani . 

fo many perſons as they ſhall think fit, and fle 

willing to accept the ſame, to be free of the jail 
company and body politic, and them into the ſan 

to admit, and to eleft, and conflitute ſuch ut. 

| and officers, and to grant ſuch needjul commiſin F 9 
. 2 they ſhall think fit and requiſite, for orderin, P 
managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of ih H 
ſaid governour and company, and their ſucceſs » 

Power to and, from time to time, to make, ordain, coli © 


make laws #} 
and ordi- fute, or repeal, ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orders au 
nances not g . E | 
repugnant ordinances, forms and ceremonies of govern 

to the laws i 1 bd 
of Eng- and magiſtracy, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for t : 
_ good and welfare of the ſaid company, and fi" 
the government and ordering of the lands au 
 bereditaments herein after mentioned to be grantth 
and of the people that do, or at any time hereafit 


fel ZH 


; 17 J 
. Tall inhabit, or be within the fame; ſo as 5 


| * ordinances, and conſtitutions, ſo made, be 
nf contrary and repugnant unto, but, as near as 
ny, agreeable to the laws of this our realm of 
Lan conſidering the nature and conſtitution 
Wo the place and people there; and alſo, to ap- 
5 hint, order, and direct, ereft and ſeitle ſuch 
; places and courts of Juriſdickion, for hearing an 

erm ning of all actions, caſes, matters and 
mou bappening within the ſaid colony and 
WI plantar ion, and which ſhall be in diſpute, and 
—_— there, as they. ſhall think fit ; and alſo 


3, duties, powers and limits, of each court, 


Wo contrive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and 
len not repugnant, but as near as may 
e agreeable as ajoreſaid to the laws and ſtatutes 
„ our realm, as are convenient and requiſite, 
W with reſpe&? to the due adminiſtration of juſtice, 
40 due execution and diſcharge of all offices and 
* of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be there- 
in concerned; and alſo 10 regulate and order the 
uch and manner of all elections to offices and places 
/ truſt, and to preſcribe, limit and diſtinguiſh 
Ye number and bounds of all Places, cus and 

Cl 7 Ls , 


1% diſtinguiſh and ſet forth the ſeveral names and 


* and officer, ſuperiour and inferiour ; and alſo, 
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+ 
cities, with the limits and bounds herein af 
mentioned, and not herein particularly namel 3 1 
who have or ſhall have the power of eleclig 4 
and ſending of freemen to the ſaid generilf® 
aſſembly; and alſo to order, direct and auth. 
riſe, the impoſing of lawful and reaſomail% 
fines, muls, impriſonments, and executing ollu 
puniſhments, pecuniary and corporal, upon /, 3 
8 Fenders and delinquents, according to the courſ | ; 
corpora- of other corporations within this our kinga 
xr" "wa of England; and again, to alter, revohe, an. 3 | 
"4 nul or pardon, under their common ſea!, u & 
_ otherwiſe, ſuch fines, mulcts, impriſonment; . 

ſentences, judgments and condemnations, as ſul 3 
be thought it; and to direct, rule, order ani f ; { 
diſpoſe of all other matters and things, aui 
particularly of that which relates to the makin 
of purchaſes of the native Indians, as to the 
ſhall ſeem meet; whereby our ſaid people a 
inhabitants in the ſaid plantations, may be | 
religiouſly, peaceably and civilly governed, a 
that by their good life, and orderly converſ- 
tion, they may win and invite the native l 
dians of the country to the knowledge and ole. n 
dience of the only true God and Saviour if 
mankind; willing, commanding and requiring, 5 
Fr 
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60 . by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 
1 e ordai ning and appointing, that all 
ich laws, ſtatutes, orders and ordinances, in- 


nn Eno cI I C-ccoaCCVY _ 4 OE IG 8 U 
8 - . 5 Pn = 
M * 1 
> : 17 ial b. 
, _— 
« $ FEA 2 2 8 
ia. N 3 8 
TTSV n 
. = a 


; e /o made by the governour, deputy, affiſtants 
i freemen, or ſuch number of them as afore- 


| | ä pt, performed and put in execution, accord- 
Ti 2 to the true intent and meaning of the 
ne. And theſe our letters patents, or the 
4 uplicate or exemplification thereof, ſhall be to 
N land every ſuch officers, ſuperiour or inferiour, 
| g Vom time to time, for the putting of the ſame 


id directions, in due execution, againſt us, 
ur heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant 


Ind diſcharge.” 


E| It is only by virtue of theſe clauſes in the 
Fharters of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland that 


Hole provinces have any power of raifing 
l Tuer upon the other inhabitants of them, 


at is, by conſidering this power as a branch 
of 


ructions, impoſitions and directions, as ſhall 


| ; Lid, and publiſhed in writing under their com- 
Von ſeal, ſhall be carefully and duly obſerved, 


Fr ders, laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, inſtructions 


. ? | can be pretended, that the aſſemblies of 


= this by an indirect method of reaſoning, 
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provinces an exemption from parliamentary 


the charters I am acquainted with on the con- 


[- 220. 
of the power, given them by theſe clauſes, I 
making laws and ordinances for the golf 


government of the province; which is but 1. 


doubtful and uncertain way of conveying u 1 
a corporation ſo important a power as thi 
of raiſing money upon the members of it, a 
ſuch-as would not, I believe, be allowed vi 
be valid in the caſe of a new charter t 
ſhould be granted to a corporation. And thi E | 
power of making laws ſeems to be of a very [4 


limited nature, and to relate only to the making | > 


ſach new offences as ſhall be puniſhed by 118 3 4 : 
or impriſonment, and not tuch as ſhall be 7 3 
puniſhed by loſs of life or limb, and has a 1 
expreſs reference to the powers granted in the 3 


charters of other corporations in England, non: Wo 


of which are in any degree exempt from the 
authority of parliament either with reſpect to 3 
laws or to taxes. It ſeems to me, therefore, 1 
that neither of theſe two charters can be fairy 1 
ſuppoſed to convey to the inhabitants of thok IM 


taxation. 
1 have now given you an account of al 


tinent 


E 

| nent of North-America, ſo far as they relate 
| T p the power of raiſing taxes on the Ameri- 
Lans; and have ſtated to you the arguments 
N I hich the Americans derive from theſe char- 
4 1 rs in ſupport of their claim of being exempted. 
om taxation by the Britiſh parliament, to- 
| ö ether with the reaſons that induce me to con- 
aer thoſe arguments as altogether inconclu- 
ve. I am afraid I have been rather tedious 
; j making this deduction. But I really cofild 
; pot make it ſhorter, without omitting ſome- 
; . ing that I thought material and fit for your 
Fonſideration. But now you have the whole 
L bject before you in as full a manner as J 
Fam acquainted with it, and are therefore able 
v form an opinion upon it for yourſelf with- 
gut any regard or reference to mine; which, I 
reſume, is what you would with to do. 


FRENCHMAN. 

H As the contents of theſe American char- 

1 were quite unknown to me before, (ex- 

: i only as far as I had feen them alluded 

p, or imperfectly cited, in news-papers,) 1 

pave not thought your account of them at all 
00 00 long. So new a ſubject requires a pretty 


<Q. full 


1 
3 
3 


( 22e ] 
full explanation; more eſpecially when it h ; | 
been made the ſubject of controverſy, (as . 

| has been, ) and given occaſion to ſubtle and ail 
ficial reaſonings in ſupport of a favourite cy 
cluſion. As to my opinion on the claim & 
the Americans to be exempted from pati { | 
mentary taxation in conſequence of theſe cl! 
ſes in their charters, I muſt needs anſne | 
that I can hardly yet venture to form 4 
opinion upon a ſubject of ſo delicate a 11 
ture which I have now hear'd diſcuſſed for th 8 
firſt time. However, as far as I can judged 
it on this ſudden information, I agree with ju 
in thinking, that the Americans have no mas 
. ner of title to be exempted from the auth 
nh rity of the parliament of Great-Britain vil 
vn reſpect to the impoſition of taxes, in cont! Shi 
quence of any thing contained in the claus Shi 
you have recited from their charters. Bu 8 
of the many of the provinces, I find, are govern 


royal go- 


vernments without charters, by the authority of the kin} 


in Ameri- E. 
ca, that commiſſions to his governours. Pray, is thi 
have no * 
charters, any thing in thoſe commiſſions that county 
ut are go- | 
verned by nances this claim of the Americans to 
the king's 2 | 
commil- exempt from parliamentary taxation 


ſions. 
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* 
ENGLISHMAN. 
Not a init; as you ſhall ſoon be convinced. 
The commiſſions of Captain- general and Go- 
Fernour in chief, that are given by the king's 


lajeſty to his Governours of the ſeveral pro- 
Jinces in North-America that are under his 


4 me powers and directions, one as the other, 
r the government of thoſe provinces: ſo that, 
| J we examine one of theſe commiſſions with 
view to the ſubje& of our preſent inquiry, 
{Se may apply the concluſions we ſhall draw 
7 rom ſuch an examination to the other pro- 
1 Finces that are governed by his majeſty's com- 
Bmiſſions. We will therefore examine the com- 


Preſsly impowers the governour, council, and 


| ower them to make laws and ordinances for 


i e province, which has been generally ſup- 
poſed to involve in it a power of raifing mo- 


Inmediate government, are, I believe, very 
uch like each other, and contain nearly the 


yg 
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fa 
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4 I Piſmon of the governour of New-York. Now 
that commiſſion there is no clauſe that ex- 
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Leb of the province to impoſe taxes on 
he people: but there is only a clauſe to im- 


he peace, welfare, and good government of 
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ney upon the inhabitants of the province 3 
part, or branch, of the more genera] pond. 1 
of making laws. And this interpretation G 
this clauſe is countenanced by a ſubſequas 3 
clauſe in the ſame commiſſion, which evident 3 
ſuppoſes that money may be raiſed in the ph! L | 
vince by virtue of it, and directs and impoue 
the governour, by and with the advice ai i 
_ conſent of the council of the province, to il I 
out, by his warrants, the money which fu, y 
be ſo raiſed, and diſpoſe of it for the ſup f 
of the government of the province, and ns tl 
otherwiſe. And it is only under this claus tl 
which impowers the governour, council, 11 
aſſembly of the province to make laws al 
ordinances, that money has ever been a 
upon the people of that province. This cla} Þ 
is as follows: © And you, the ſaid Dari f 
_ Oſborn, by and with the conſent of our ſaid cus 
cil and aſſembly, or the major part of them i &#* 
ſpecti vely, ſhall have full power and a 
make, conſtitute, and ordain, laws, ſtatutes a 
ordinances, for the publick peace, welfare, ul 
good government of our ſaid provinces, a 
the people and inhabitants thereof, and ſuch alli 
5: ſhall reſort thereto, and for the benefit 74 1 4 * 
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ur heirs and ſucceſſors : which ſaid laws, fla- 
Futes, and ordinances are not to be repugnant, 
"Wt, as near as may be, agreeable to the Iaws 


> 3 7 pnd Rlatutes of 11s our AN of Great- 


1 * Britain. 


4 The other clauſe in this commiſſion to the 
> Fovernour of New-York, which impowers 
im, with the conſent of the council of the 
5 I rovince, to diſpoſe of the publick monies that 
hall be raiſed in the province by any act of 
the governour, council, and aſſembly, is in 


= 
1 — 
. 


| J phich ſhall be raiſed, by any act to be hereafter 
4 ade within our ſaid province and other the 


&erritories depending thereon, be iſſued out by 


10 4 conſent of our council, and diſpoſed of by you for 
ebe ſupport of the government, and not otherwiſe.” 


Jou ſee, by this example, that the king's 
commiſſions to his governours, in thoſe provinces 
which have no charters, are, if any thing, more 


the 
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| theſe words. And our further will and 
Pleaſure is, that all publick monies raiſed, or 


| 3 + arrant from you, by and with the advice and 


; unfavourable to the American claim of an 
exemption from parliamentary taxation than 
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the charter of the Maſſachuſets bay. For l F . 
that charter the governour, council, and aſſen- 
bly of the province, are expreſsly impowerd| 1 
to raiſe money upon the inhabitants of it 4 
certain purpoſes, namely, for the neceſſary l 
fence and ſupport of the government of the Jai : 1 1 
province, and the protection and preſervatim; ; 4 
its inhabitants: whereas in the commiſſi 3 i 6 
the governours of the royal provinces ere i 1 
no clauſe that expreſsly impowers i'm, will 1 | 
the conſent of their councils and aſſe mblup 4 bo 
to raiſe money upon the inhabitants of tha, 
provinces for any purpoſe whatſoever, but 1 
a power of making laws and ordinances for i 
good government of the province, which, l 
a mere implication, (countenanced by andthe} 
clauſe concerning the diſpoſal of the mona 
that ſhall be raiſed in them, and ſupported 1 
a long uſage built upon it,) is ſuppoſed u 
contain in it the power of raiſing money a| 
the people for the ſupport of the governmen|\ 
of thoſe provinces, and for no other pur 
whatſoever. Surely ſuch a commiſſion cuſp 
never be thought by impartial people to be uf 
excluſion of the parliament of Great-Brui 


from exerciſing the power of laying taxes a 
wo 
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inhabitants of thoſe provinces, if upon other 


Ich a power. 

FRENCHMAN. 

I ſee plainly, that the king's commiſſions 
> by no means favourable to the claim of 
ke Americans to be exempt from parliamen- 
(ry taxation, and that the provinces governed 
nder theſe commiſſions, (which, I think, you 
me time ago called Royal governments,) have 
little pretence, from the words of them, to 
mand ſuch an exemption, as the charter- 
3 pvernments have to demand it in conſequence 
: i the privileges of their charters; or, (if there 


any difference between them, ) they have 


ether leſs pretence to demand ſuch an ex- 
| Hoption than thoſe charter- governments. 
Fet, methinks, that, though neither the char- 
Frs nor commiſſions, under which the Ame- 
aan provinces are governed, do, in their na- 
cal and true conſtruction, convey to the in- 
abitants of thoſe provinces an exemption from 
rliamentaty taxation, yet, if, during the courſe 
f fourlcore, or an hundred, years, they have 
een ſuppoſed, though falſely, to have con- 
eyed to them ſuch an exemption; and, 

purf uance 


ounds the parliament is legally intitled to 


Of the 


uſage with 
reſpect to 


the taxa- 
tion of the 
American 
colonies. 
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purſuance of ſuch a miſtaken interpretation o q 
them, the Americans have been permitted | Þ 
raiſe money by their reſpective aſſemblies upon F ©. 
the people for all forts of purpoſes, (as val en 
thoſe for which their charters do not impowel ul 
them to raiſe money, as thoſe for which they d 
impower them to raiſe it,) and the parliamen} 

of Great-Britain has always forborn to ra: 
money upon them for any purpoſe whatloene E 1 L 

during fo long a courſe of years; I ſay, if thi 4 n 
is the caſe, I ſhould think it ſomewhat har Sy 
if not unjuſt, in the parliament, (after fo bg ol 
a forbearance of the exerciſe of its own right uf 

tax them, and a tacit acquieſcence in the exe M. 
ciſe of a ſuppoſed right in the Americans to tu I br 
themſelves in all caſes, to break through this i. p 
dulgent uſage and begin a practice of tax ing then ; a 
by act of parliament. I ſhould therefore be gli 4 he 
to know how the uſage has been in that reſped N by 


ENGLISHMAN. | t 

' You touch upon a ſtring much more . 
vourable to the pretenſions of the America 
than any of the clauſes that are to be found i 
the charters or commiſſions, under which the! 
have been governed. But the fact is not i 
tirely as you ſuppoſe it. For the American 

I belief 


4 


11] 


believe, have not been taxed at all towards 
e general purpoſes above-mentioned, ſuch as 
; e ſupport of the king's houſhold, the main- 
nance of the fleet or the army, the repairs of 
dick fortreſſes, and the like, having been 
I | , qo to be too poor before the end of the 

Pte war to contribute towards theſe expenſive 
Nablichments. And all the money that has 
een hitherto raiſed in the American colonies, 


„rr 


| 95 their reſpective aſſemblies for the uſe of the 
lonies in which it has been raiſed ; agreeably 
H 1 b the power given to them in the charters of 
FÞarylind and Maſſachuſet's bay to raiſe money 
4 Pr ſuch local purpoſes, and which has been 
, » ; Þppoſed to be contained under the power of 
= paking laws and ordinances which 1s given to 
: 4 be aſſemblies of Connecticut and Rhode Iſland 


| * their reſpective charters, and to the other 


— —_ — 
* 


7 b his governours. When I fay that all the 
| i honey that has been raiſed in the American 
| * before the late peace has been raiſed 
their reſpective aſſemblies, I ought to 


bto thoſe provinces. For ſuch duties have in 
þ 2 R a ſew 
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3 mean, before the late peace, has been raiſed 


American provinces by the king” Ss commiſſions 


C Oh an exception of duties on goods imported 


: 
bt 


* 


1 


a few inſtances been impoſed by the parliame thy 


of Great-Britain at different times before u War 


to that authority. But then it is likewiſe tal : ur 
that theſe duties have been impoſed rather will Mes 


a view to regulate the trade of America in thi 3 
matiner the Britiſh parliament has thought An Z 
than for the fake of the revenue they hal 3 
produced, which has been but trifling. k F.. 
therefore upon the whole ſubftantially tf 

that no money has been raiſed upon the pea 
of America before the late peace by the auths ö 4 
rity of the Britiſh parliament, nor by any oth . 
authority but that of the aſſemblies of the ff 
veral colonies in which it has been raiſed: an 1 | 
it is likewiſe true that the money that has bee | I 
raiſed in America before that time, has bez} 
raiſed only for the local purpoſes of the po 
vinces in which it has been raiſed, and not 
the ſupport of the king's civil liſt, or the mau i : 
tenance of the army or navy, or fortreſſes ul bþ 
of the iſland of Great-Britain, or other gene 
objects of the publick expences of the natiaſſy 
This is the hiſtory of the uſage upon this 5 
ject, as far as I am acquainted with it; wl 
does not come up quite to what you ſeem ÞY 
ba 7 


L 131 J 


L 1 * conceived it to be, namely, a regular 


| Wage of the Americans to tax themſelves for 


; W forts of purpoſes whatſoever, the general 
1 4 ypoſes juſt now mentioned as well as the 
1 Neal purpoſes of their reſpective provinces. 


FRENCHMAN. 


According to this account of the uſage that 
as prevailed upon this ſubject, I am inclined 
think, that the Americans have no more 


dentary taxation, for thoſe general purpoſes 
ou have juſt now mentioned, from long uſage 
han from either the letter or true meaning of 
eir charters, or the royal commiſſions under 
phich they are governed; both which we have 


d the local purpoſes of their reſpective pro- 
inces, I ſhould incline to a different opinion. 
for, as the charters and commiſſions impower 
e aſſemblies of the ſeveral provinces, either 
: xpreſsly or by implication, to raiſe money in 
heir reſpective provinces for thoſe local pur- 
Fe and they have uniformly been permitted 


R 2 without 


retence to claim an exemption from parlia- 


ready examined and found to be inſufficient 
d ſupport ſuch a pretenſion. But with reſpect 


Þ do fo ever ſince their firſt eftabliſhments 


Difference 
between 
the impo— 
lition of 
taxes for 
general 
purpoſes 
and taxes 
lor pro- 
vincial 
purpoſes. 
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without any interference of the parliament d © 


this long ſeries of years a concurrent juriſdiaiy # \ 
with the aſſemblies in the raiſing money ono F 


the Americans for thoſe purpoſes, I cannot hy ; F , 
look upon this long forbearance of the Bi, 
parliament to exerciſe its authority upon this fuk 'S 
ject, and their acquieſcence in the exercile of th} 4 
power by the American aſſemblies, as amoun * 
ing, in reaſon and equity, if not in ſtrict nf F 
to a renunciation of its authority of taxing 1 3 
Americans for theſe purpoſes, and a trans} 
of it to the American aſſemblies. Don't yu II 
enter into the diſtinction I make between i 3 
two caſes | ? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I do enter into it very clearly : and I thi Wl 


it very well founded. And I had even wan 
of it myſelf before you mentioned it; tho 
it has not been much attended to by tf 
writers on either fide of this controverſy. Tif 
zeal of the writers in ſupport of the authoi 
of Great-Britain has made them infiſt un 


. 


the right of the parliament to tax the Ame + . 
Cans in all caſes and for all parpoſes whathf 
| Ty 


1 
2 
4 | 
We 
3 
wy 
3 


1 


| ver, even for the ſupport of their reſpective 
1 | det governments: and that of the wri- 
4 ers on the American ſide of the queſtion has 
| bade them deny the right of the parliament 
| b bo tax them in any caſe, or for any purpoſe 
hatſoever, even towards thoſe general expences 
p the Britiſh empire, towards which they have 
13 pot hitherto been taxed at all, and towards 
|] I Phich the charters and the royal commiſſions 
: 1 not authorize their aſſemblies to tax them. 
. F at the truth often lies between two extream 
| _— ; and perhaps it does fo in this caſe. 
5 owever there is another argument made ule 

e by the Americans in this controverſy, (and 
Fbuch they conſider as the ſtrongeſt argument 
n their favour,) which, if it be a good one, 
militates equally againſt the right of the Bri- 
ich parliament to tax them for thoſe general 
| Purpoſes above-mentioned, and for the local 
[- Purpoſes of their reſpective governments, 


Df 


; 5 
WE 


FRENCHMAN. 


Pray, what is this favourite argument; this 
of : great American Goliath, by which the Ameri- 
cans think they can maintain a total exemp- 
| tion from the authority of the Britiſh parlia- 
0 1 9 ment 


/ 
j 
; 
3 
Of the if 
grand ar- 1 
gument of - 1 
the Ame- 
TICans a- [ch 
gainſt tax= i 
ation by 9 
the Britiſh | 
parliament ; 
4 


' 1 
4 1 
4. 


The want 
of elected 


repreſen- 
tatives in 
ment o 


tain. 
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their claim to an unreaſonable length, 2 


has a great tendency to exempt them fron! 


= 2 


-- 
. = } 
ment to tax them in any caſe whatſoever? || * 
am impatient to hear this great argument: {| 
at preſent it ſeems to me that this is carryim $ 


bearing their proportional ſhare of thoſe genen , F | 


burthens of the Britiſh empire, which jſt q 
| juſt now mentioned, and which relate equal} 


to all the dominions of the crown. 


ENGLISHMA 


This grand argument is founded on ther 


not having members choſen by themſelves v 
the parlia- repreſent them in the parliament of Gren 


paſſed,) ariſes merely from their being i. 
repreſentatives of the people, choſen by then, 
for the purpoſe of granting money to ti 
crown, for publick uſes, in their name, andi . 
their agents and attornies : and conſequenthf 
that, as they are not choſen by the inhabitaiÞ* 


of America, they cannot be conſidered as th 
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rot Britain. They ſay that the right of the men- 4 
bers of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons to rat” . 
the people's money to the crown (for that, 2 
I obſerved before, is the form in which ads d 
parliament for raiſing money on the people 2. I 


agen 


[195 © 


FE. Soents and attornies in this reſpec, and cannot 


| 


| ; &rant away their money. This is the great 


1 Argument of the Americans againſt the right 
"He the Britiſh parliament to impoſe taxes on 
| I 4 _ FRENCHMAN. 

| That maxim that the Houſe of Commons 
Þ Engl grant the people's money only be- 


Te. can hardly, I preſume, be true in its 
full extent. For if it was, only thoſe who had 


. 
yd 


: 4 $ould be liable to pay the taxes there impoſed, 
they being the only perſons who have actual 
es or repreſentatives, in the parliament, 


5 | hat have been choſen by themſelves. Yet I 


2 " always heard that the taxes in England 
e general, and extend to all the inhabitants 
If it, the non-electors as well as the electors 
| | | members of parliament, and that the for- 
ger are a very great part of the people. Pray, 


Britain that are come to the age of majority, 
| Þwhich in England I underſtand to be the age 

f twenty-one years,) intitled to vote in the 
ections of members of parliament? 


Fotes in the election of members of parliament 


F this the caſe? or are all the men in Great- 


auſe they are their repreſentatives, or choſen 


Of the 


non-ele&- 


ors of 

members 
of parlia- 
ment in 
England. 


ENG. 


1 16 
-ENGLISHMAN. 


By no means. The non: electors are at Mi 1 
ſix times as many as the electors. The whole 
number of people in Great-Britain is ſupp 4 . 
to be about ſix millions. Of theſe we na 3 
well ſuppoſe a million and a half to be mat 'Y 
above the age of twenty-one years. And ti 
number of perſons intitled to vote in the cle 1 
tions of members of parliament in the wd, . 
land is only between two and three bund, 2 
thouſand. Yet all the people are bound to wn : | 
the taxes impoſed by the parliament, nas 
- eletors as well as electors. You are thereſu- f 
quite right in your obſervation upon the af 0 
ſaid maxim. It certainly is not true in bh * 
ſtrict ſenſe of the words, that only thoſe wi! 
are repreſented I in parliament by members :Y 
their own chuſing are liable to be taxed by th 1 | 
authority of parliament ; but it muſt be rake} 4 
like all other maxims of law or politicks, with 3 
a certain reaſonable degree of latitude : 1 
then, I think, it muſt be allowed to be tw 
becauſe all taxes in England are certainly col A | 
ſidered as free gifts of the people to the kink 
or great executive magiſtrate of the ft 43 


5 
s/o 
3 FTA 


15 + 


1 

Tbhich are made on great and ſudden emergen- 
F 1 2 that have been ſet forth to them by the 
f q king, and have appeared to them to require an 
Extraordinary ſupply of money for the pro- 
eagion and advantage of the whole com- 
| f unity. 


= FRENCHMAN. 

Z If once we admit of a latitude in the in- 
erpretation of this great maxim concerning 
1 taxation, and allow that five ſixths of the male 
5 Inhabitants of Great-Britain, who are come to 
I he age of maturity, may be rightfully taxed 
iy a houſe of commons choſen by the re- 
'I | maining ſixth part of thoſe inhabitants, (which 
4 | ſee plainly to be a reaſonable, or rather a 
'Y neceſſary, manner of underſtandin g it,) it may 
be difficult perhaps for the Americans to diſ- 
inguiſh their condition from that of the large 
| J dody of non- electors in Great-Britain, and to 
| Þflign a reaſon why they ſhould not be ſubject 
[4 to the parliament's power of taxation as well 
s thoſe non-electors. I ſhould be glad to 


14 Know, what they alledge for themſelves in 
4 Nis reſpect, 


8 EN G- 


l + — 3 = = _— 
L l TIES 7 LR. 2 3 
= — * - — — 
1 8 1 = — a - — Y 
2 I” . ee — PEE — 72 2 
4 » * * act — — 3 „ * - — — e _—_— Gag: 5 2 A7 S >. W 
2 — 4 . _ — 4 — — - — — os — - 
nn — — r — — — . . ͤͤ ———— As — — — wn 
— i _— TL - OD . — — — — — 
* — > : 4 , - b 
IG % r ve —— #5 N. * e - 
EE. watt; .- = 1 — — . * . 2 7 % — - 2 2 — v > . 
" - - — bn — — - £ Mn FE a p ae — : 
l Pane — a 2 — IoBo * — 5 - z8 vl bs * * „ 
— ” — - 1 — - — — — 8 — = * —- — — — 4 — — — 
— — — > — — — : 4 - 3 2 * 7 — — 2 2. 8 
—— — = w ny * A - . . * 5 gs — - — « = 
- "1 * ” — 4 — — Fs - — — > - — 6 
K _— & » i EE 5 - _ 


EE . 
= 88 * — — * > 
© i” Is Yo . 
— mw - — — 2 * 
2 5 - a 
> 3 — 4 
1 9 1 - © 
* 1 A wt 
1 s » Ih = 


— 


. 
A — — — ZE IR. = — — 
* — — "7 mn — 2 22 . — . 
5 - — —— , . D . op — = = H df 
- — — = =Y - - — — 
— 7 * 2 2 oe. T — 


_— - 
* 5 = 
— 


Argu- 
ments uſed 
by the 
Americans 
to Aiſtin- 
guiſh their 
caſe from 


that of the 


non elect- 
ing inba- 

bitants of 
Great- 
britain. 


have here given it with reſpect to the inhab 4 


vernment, as I believe, in all America of! 


of Great-Britain by the two ic. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


They are a good deal puzzled to get one! .F 
this difficulty : yet are not without plauſiil, 1 
reaſons in favour of the diſtinction they M 
tend for. They readily allow that the maln, 
above-mentioned concerning the right of u 
tion muſt be underſtood with the latitude ys i 4 


tants of Great-Britain, ſo as to make the no 
electors liable to pay the taxes impoſed by a0 f | | 
of parliament as well as the electors ; fi ; 1 
even in their own provinces a ſimilar exten, the 
muſt be given to it in order to make all t | 4 
inhabitants of them liable to pay the taxes in | | 9 
poſed by their aſſemblies, there being no "i F 


"Wy 
2 


very popular a conſtitution as to allow to all i 4 
male inhabitants of the age of daa 4 
years, who live under it, a right to vote f 
members of the aſſembly. This latin 1 i 
therefore they acknowledge to be realondl of 
and neceflary, But they diſtinguiſh their on 1 Oh: 
caſe from that of the non- lecting inhabif bg 
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Noe notice of. And this is certainly true, 
e law upon this ſubje& being that every man 
1 Lee who poſſeſſes a piece of freehold 
Ind either for life or to him and his heirs for 
14 0 er, that is worth only forty ſhillings ſterling 
. T er annum, has a right to vote at the election 
1 & a member of parliament for the county in 
4 1 hich his land is ſituated. And beſides theſe 
| Febolders, who vote for the county- members, 
ere are a great number of perſons who have 
Þ freehold land, but yet have votes for the 
flembers of ſome city s borough, upon ſome 
er account, ſuch as their being freemen, o. 


in 4 | 
4 
164 
pr ces of great trade. Now, ſay the Ame- 
e ens, ſince all your frecholders of land in 
e 
in nent, and a great many other inhabitants 
abj of England, (who have no freeholds, but are 
of 0 cerned in trade in ſome way or other,) 
tue alſo a right to ſend members to parlia- 
uf Kt to repreſent the towns 1n which they 


8 retide, 


6 Rances. In the firſt place they obſerve that Their firſt 
4 argument, 
Pe non- electing inhabitants of Great-Britain ge 

from their 


F ge thoſe who are not poſſeſſed of any freehold being : 
3 owners o 
3 Ind, or who have ſo little as not to be worth freehold 


lands. 


geſſes of thoſe towns, of which many are 


Gland have a right to ſend members to par- 
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in England, ) ſhould alſo have the — 
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thoſe perſons in America who are in the 4 4 


1 


rr 
N 


reſide, it is but juſt that ſuth of us Ameri s 


as are poſſeſſed of freehold land in America 4 
the yearly value of forty ſhillings, and the“ iſ 
habitants or burgeſſes of our trading tom, 2 
(which anſwer to your parliamentary borous 


ſending members to the Britiſh parliament 

protect and promote our intereſts in it, as f 4 
preſent members do thoſe of their Britiſh c of f 
ſtituents. We do not contend that every 1% 3 
in America ſhould have a ſhare in coo 
the legiſlature by which we are to be on 
knowing that to be almoſt impoſſible: bus 
contend that this right ſhould be allowed! 


condition and circumſtances with thoſe inn E 
tants of Great-Britain in whom this " L 
veſted. And till this is done, the Britiſh g I 
liament muſt be conſidered as a foreign w | 
ture with reſpect to us, and we are not be 3 | 
in law to pay the taxes which it ſhall ing 
upon us.“ This is the firſt and principal i 


cumſtance by which the Americans diſtin + 


their caſe from that of the non- electing ih 7 
tants of Great-Britain, LL 


II 
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FRENCHMAN. 


PS This way of reaſoning ſeems to me to be Remarks 
= Ether ſpecious than juſt; ſince it is not a argument, 
i Þ Weceeffary conſequence of the king's making 
1 Fants of new freehold lands in America, that 
© | ey ſhould be accompanied with all the ſame 
7 onditions and privileges as belong to the old 
u echold lands in England. They may, as J 
1 Wonceive, be ſubject to greater quit-rents, or to 
= ther burthens not annexed to the old lands, 
u Without the leaſt injuſtice, if the king, who | 
if Frants them, and the grantces, who accept 
1 t em from him, agree, at the time they are 
11 Franted, that they ſhall be ſo. And therefore 
b hey may be inferiour to the old freehold lands N 
1 | England with reſpe& to that privilege of 
x Woting | in the election of members of the Britiſh 
ol arliament, if it has pleaſed the king and his 
rantees to make them fo. The only queſtion 
ems to be what was the intention of the con- 
F 4 acting parties at the time of making theſe 
0 rants of frechold land in America; that is, 
a Whether it was their intention that the grantees 
2 | thoſe lands ſhould ſend members to the 


Britin parliament, or not; and, in the latter 
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caſe, whether it was their intention that te} 
ſhould be Exempt from parliamentary taxatinſf 
And I think it is plain from what you mention © 
of the charters of ſeveral of the provinces, a 
particularly the charter of Penſylvania, u 
there was no intention in any of the ſaid pate, 
either that the freeholders of America ſhow M © 
ever ſend members to the Britiſh parliamen 
or that they ſhould be exempt from paying thi 
taxes impoſed by it on account of their n 
doing ſo. For none of the charters make I 
leaſt mention of ſending members to the Biff 
tiſn parliament, nor yet of their being exemy S 
from parliamentary taxation on account of thiÞ 
not ſending any: but, on the contrary, te # 
charter of Penſylvania expreſsly mentions pe. I 
liamentary taxation as an exertion of authorinf 
to which the inhabitants of that province wil} 
ſill continue liable in all cafes, in commu} Þ 
with their fellow- ſubjects that ſhall be refidenÞ # 
in England; and the other charters, by givin F 
the aſſemblies of their reſpective provinc*Þl 


only a partial power of taxation for the leci 
purpoſes of thoſe provinces, ſeem to hat 5 2 
reſerved to the parliament of Great-BritalÞ 0 
their original and antecedent right of taxinzh 
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Boſc provinces for the maintenance of the 
Ing's bouſhold, the fleet and the army, and 
4 de other general purpoſes of the Britiſh empire. 

Euere ſeems therefore to be no reaſon for ſup- 
2 fg that it was the intention of either the 
4 Woos of England, or the original grantees of 
* Tb lands in America, or, in general, of 
ng ſettlers in America, either that the Ameri- 
&n frecholders ſhould ſend members to the 
Tias parliament, or that they ſhould be 
l a 3 from parliamentary taxation on account 
F& their not ſending any. And therefore I am 
14 t to think that they have no right either to 
Is ſe nd members to parliament, or to be exempt 
m its power of taxation, arifing from their 
l ® eſſion of frechold lands, whatever they may 
4 he upon other grounds with which 1 have 
iht yet been made acquainted. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


1 think you conceive of this matter juſtly. 
pe rights ariſing from the poſſeſſion of free- 
b F lands held by grant from the crown can 
derived from no other ſource but the will 
k che two contracting parties, the grantor and 

© grantee, at the time of making the con- 
& 'Y tract, 


tract. Nor can I ſee any thing abſurd or uni | 1 
in making a grant of freehold land unacca ! 
panied with the privilege of voting for a men 
of parliament, any. more than in granting ; 1 
with that privilege. The whole, in this au 
other contracts, depends on the terms of u 
contract, that is, on the ſtipulations of U 
contracting parties. The king might, i 
had pleaſed, have given the Englith (ſettler, 
America no: freeholds at all, but only hy | 4 
leaſed portions of land to them, to be H 
from three years to three years, fo that aH 
end of every three years the king ſhould he N ! F 
had a right to turn them out of the land, x ; | 
let it to other perſons at new and higher ret Y 
I confeſs indeed it is hardly poſſible that t ; F 
caſe ſhould ever be realized in North Amen : 
| becauſe uncleared lands in this country are f 1 
worth accepting and cultivating upon ſuch pd | 
carious terms. But in the rich ſugar land 
the Weſt-Indies ſuch a plan might pet 1 
have been carried into execution, if the ki 1 
of England had thought proper to purlu Wi 
though I admit that it would have been i 
every country a narrow and illiberal, and, wil 


the whole, an impolitick, ſyſtem. But ji 
1 


| | 1 1 145 J 

: nay well enough ſuppoſe it for a moment to 
Wc been adopted, for the ſake of argument; 
Ind in order to illuſtrate what you have ad- 
$anced concerning the rights derived from the 
ontracts concerning lands; namely, that they 
n be only ſuch as the contracting parties 
| 4 aye thought fit to make them. 1 ſay then; 
F 43 Þ* if the Americans had atcepted lands of 
1 3 1 kings of England upon thoſe precarious 
nditions, of holding them only from three 
; f ears to three years, and then being obliged 
| Wher to quit them or renew their leaſes of 
| Jem upon ſuch terms as the king ſhould then 
ec, ſuch a tenure would have been legal 
1 binding upon them as well as the more 
EEncfcial tenure by which they now enjoy 
| em. And in that calc, as they would not 
1 we been freeholders, they could not have 
6 Ringuiſhed themſelves from the non- electing 
J abitants of Great-Britain, with reſpect to 
naht of voting in the elections of members 
1 9 | parliament, by this firſt circumſtance of 
| 1 ding freehold lands, which, as I ſaid be- 


| | ce the king might have granted them the 
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1 e, they make uſe of for that purpoſe. Now, 


Wis of America upon theſe precarious leaſes | 


'Y 
$ 
$1 
f 
4 o 


of three years, and ſuch leaſes would hal 1 
been legal and valid, it feems reaſonable j | 
conclude that the king was in like manner: 
liberty to grant them the ſame lands as fr K. 


holds (or upon certain fixt and unchangea I. 


conditions,) without ſuperadding to their pi, 3 


ſeſſion of them the privilege. of ſending men} J. 


bers to the Britiſh parliament, which belongd £ ; N 
to the old freehold lands in England. A . 
this I take to have been really the caſe vil ; I 
reſpect to the freehold lands of America. 3 


FRENCH MAN. 


This ſeems to me to be ſo evidently tru | h | 


after all that you have faid concerning if Wi 


charters of America, and particularly that | # 
Penſylvania, that I can hardly think that ag 
unprejudiced perſon can doubt about it. ali 


leaſt 1 will venture to ſay that there are fu ti 
propoſitions concerning the civil rights of man 


kind, (in caſes where they are not provided i h 
and aſcertained by clear and expreſs wor 


but are to be collected by reaſoning and inks j I 


rence from other circumſtances,) that are mull 
evident than this is. And therefore I ſhall} L 


it down as an acknowledged truth, may þ 7” 


(9 
B 
„ 


F 


1 of our diſcourſe upon this ſubject, that, at 
| i he time of granting the ſeveral charters in 
3 A merica, there was no intention, either in the 
1 Eng or the American ſettlers, either that the 
ſpſſeſſors of freehold land in America ſhould 


[4 End members to the parliament of Great- 
N ritain, or that they ſhould be exempt from 
imentary taxation on account of their not | 
Ending any. And therefore, it appears to me 
Þ:t thoſe poſſeſſors of freehold land can have 1 
fle p firict right to ſend members to the parlia- 
F ment in conſequence of the poſſeſſion of thoſe | 
| Recholds, becauſe that would be altering in ö 
heir own favour the original conditions on 


11 ich they became poſſeſſed of them. 


i 


7 © But you ſaid ſome time ago, that there was The ſe. 
cond - 
Wother circumſtance by which the Americans ment uſed 


| 
12 by the A- 
þ Wtinguiſhed their condition from that of the mericans 


1 5 
1 1 No.electing inhabitants of Great-Britain, ſo as 3 


0 Neround a claim upon it to be exempted from "on of . 

5 s t- 
«pl Þ e of paying the taxes impoſed by ab 
it & Britiſh parliament, to which thoſe Britiſh RE DE 
ol 4 In-cletors were confeſſedly ſubject. Pray, Britain. 
oF 


Fat is this tecond circumſtance ? 


T 2 E N G- 
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'ENGLISHMAN. 


It is their abſence from Great-Britain. Til 3 
fay that the non- electing inhabitants of Grab j 
Britain are fo intermixed and connected wi 3 
thoſe who have votes for members of pa 3 
ment, and even with the members of pa, 
ment themſelves, that they have no reaſfuf 1 
apprehend that they ſhall ever be made to g : 
any taxes impoſed by the parliament, but bh | 
which will equally be levied upon their nei 
bours that have the privilege of electing me} 
bers, and the members themſelves that 4 
elected that therefore they ſuffer no ia 
ſhip, or inconvenience, from their want of if 
privilege of voting for members of pain 

and that, if any of them ſhould think tf 

did ſuffer any inconvenience from that circup 
ſtance, it was eaſy for them to find a rem t 
for this grievance by purchaſing a {mall <q F x: 
of freehold land worth only forty g IN 
year, which would give them a vote for f $: 
members of the county in which it lies; * r 
that forty ſhillings ; a year is ſo very low aq 4 # 
lification, that it is in the power of a m 
every body to procure it; and that th: "Wi 
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Hugs of thoſe who are too poor to procure it 
om the right of voting in elections of mem 
| 4 ders of parliament, is little more than an 
ES$:cluſfion of thoſe perſons to whom taxation 
J almoſt 2 matter of indifference on account 
F 3 if their want of property to be the object of 
| 2 and therefore, ſay the Americans, the 
| 3 | on- electing inhabitants of Great-Britain are 
| 1 ſtly liable to pay the taxes impoſed by the 
PB: ith parliament. But, ſay they, it is far 
1 therwiſe with us. We are not intermixed 
ich the electors of the Britiſh parliament, 
4 ind with the members themſelves that are 
iected to it, ſo as to be taxed by them only 
” IH they tax themſelves, and in the ſame 
. but we are totally ſeparated from them 
; 1 an ocean of 3ooo miles in breadth. From 
his ſeparation and immenſe diſtance from them, 
would follow that, if we were liable to be 
Exed by the Britiſh parliament, we ſhould be 
3 axed by them as a ſeparate body of people, 
L ind not in common with themſelves and the 
+] a inhabitants of Great-Britain: and the 
4 Wame attention to their own intereſt, which 
F makes the members of parliament cautious 
* dot to impoſe unneceſſary or oppreſſive taxes 
* in 


r 


te J 2 
* 0 in Great-Britain, where they themſelves al} 1 
their electors would bear a part of the burthuþ # 
of them, would induce them to lay very heay | 4 
taxes on us Americans, (with whom 0 1 
have no immediate common intereſts,) in orde p 4 
to exonerate themſelves. And thus we ſhoyy # 
become (if this right of the parliament wer | 9 
once allowed, ) the beaſts of burthen of th 1 
whole Britiſh empire, or (as the continent | 4 
congreſs expreſſes it in one of their public Þ # 
papers,) hewers of wood and drawers of war] 
for our fellow-ſubje&s in Great-Britain. 1Þ #0 
would therefore be unjuſt, and conſequently h] 1 
unlawful, for the Britiſh parliament to tax us, | f 
This is the ſecond circumſtance by which the #P 
Americans endeavour to diſtinguiſh their con- 
dition from that of the non-electing inhabitant 0 | 
of Great-Britain, 1 believe I have ſtated it s Vi 
ſtrongly as their own writers do. You vil] LY 
judge what ſtreſs ought to be laid upon it in 
determining the preſent controverſy. EL 
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FRENCHMAN. 


WO Remarks It appears to me to be rather an argument JR 
WEL onthe ſaid 7 
Wa, ſecond ar- of policy, or expedience, than of law, being 
WAY: gument, is; 
wy wholly tounded on an apprehenſion of the # 
_abue 


1 


| I e power of impoſing taxes on the Ameri- 
4 ans, if they were allowed to exerciſe it. The 
N ; dpprchenfion of the abuſe of any civil power 
Js no argument againſt its legality, even when 
b i ch apprehenſion is well-grounded ; but is 
1 £ doly a ground for endeavouring to make ſome 
KB bew regulations of it by which ſuch abuſe of 
| & may be prevented. In order to prove the 
1 egality or illegality of any power in civil ſo- 
iety, we muſt inquire what was the original 
L Fompa® between the parties by whom, and 


his compact, whether expreſs or implied, 
| appears to me to be the only rule by which a 
| Queſtion of this ſort can be decided. If the 
Fompact is expreſs, the decifion of the queſtion 
| vill be the more eaſy: if it is only implied, 
| 4 muſt be collected from a variety of circum- 


\ th reſpect to the power in queſtion; or, 


party, or their filence with reſpect to them, 
rhich may appear to be an acquieſcence in 
hem; or, 3dly, the exerciſe of ſimilar powers 
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1 aſe which the parliament might make of | 


' the parties over whom, it is to be exerciſed. 


ſtances; ſuch as, 1, the practice of the parties 


adly, their claims at different periods, and the 
acknowledgement of ſuch claims by the other 


L 252 ] 4 

by the party which claims the power over tl | J . 
other party; or, qthly, the antecedent c, 
dition and relation of the two parties to cal 1 . 
other before the cafe, concerning which th 1 
queſtion ariſes, exiſted; and other the , 
circumſtances, which tend to diſcover ay 1 
aſcertain the intention of the contending pate 
at the time when the caſe, concerning which 
the queſtion has ariſen, began to exiſt. Pu I 
all civil powers are ultimately founded af 
compacts; and every gueſiton of right will, i . 
traced to its fountain-head, appear to be in 1 
reality @ queſtion of fact, that is, an inquiſ | | 
concerning an ancient fact, to wit, the inter 
tion of the parties between whom the queſtin Fi 
ariſes, or of their anceſtors and predeceſionÞo 
at the time when the caſe, concerning white 
it has ariſen, began to exiſt. And every arg 
ment that does not tend to clear up and aſce- 
tain that ancient matter of fact, is in my oi: 
nion foreign to the ſubject, I therefore con ＋ 
ſider the laſt argument of the Americans u 
ſupport of their claim of an exemption fron 
parliamentary taxation, (which they build upu D 
the danger of the parliament's abuſing ſuch i 
power of taxing them, if it were allowed them, t 
A | 
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0 of no manner of weight with reſpect to the 
g 1eſtion concerning the right of parliament in 
| 1 is reſpect : and conſequently, if theſe are all 
be arguments of the Americans in ſupport of 
Sei claim of the exemption aforeſaid, I muſt 
eds conclude that they are not intitled to it, 
| 1 t that the parliament of Great-Britain has a 
ht to impoſe taxes on them as well as on the 
Phabitants of Great-Britain, and eſpecially for 
1 t e ſupport of the king's houſhold, the army, 
[0 % ordnance, and foreign fortreſſes, and the 
e general purpoſes that relate to the whole 
| Tah empire, to which their aſſemblies are 
'| i ot by their charters and commiſſions autho- 
ed to tax the inhabitants of their reſpective 
Ppovinces, and to which they have not hitherto 
ten taxed at all. But perhaps I am too 
Ki in forming this judgement; and the 
2 ericans may have ſome other arguments in 
„ | in of their claim of this exemption, 
Which you have not yet ſtated to me; though 
10 not recolle& that you mentioned any 
Wer in the beginning of our converſation 
| . this queſtion, when you enumerated the 
eral grounds upon which they maintained 
i L ſs controverſy. If they have any other argu- 
51 U ments, 
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A diſtinc- 
tion be- 
tween pro- 
vincial 
taxes and 
taxesrais'd 


for the ge- 


neral pur- 
poſes of 
the Britiſh 
empire, 


between taxes raiſed in the American province Ar 


by the aſſemblies of the ſeveral provinces if 1 


[154 ] 1 
ments, 1 beg you would now inform me $% 
them, that I may be thoroughly acquaingy 
with the ſubject in its whole extent. 2 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I know of no arguments that are brougt Þ | 
by the Americans in ſupport of their claim 
that exemption, but thoſe which we tj 
been examining: and thoſe I have (tated $* 
fully and as ſtrongly as I could, that you mi 
know and feel the whole of what they ha 
to offer upon this ſubject. And I am not m 
to find that you agree with me in thinkin | 
that that whole is inſufficient to ſupport theÞ* 
claim. We muſt not however forget u 
diſtinction which you ſome time ago ſuggeltiſ © 


for the defence and ſupport of the provincÞ Þ 
in which they are raiſed, and taxes raiſed iÞ # 
them for the maintenance of the king's houſhdliſÞ # 
the fleet and the army, and other ſuch geneti F 
purpoſes that relate to the whole Britiſh en 50 
pire. The former taxes may be lawfully rai f | 


virtue of the charters and commiſſions unde 
which they are governed, and always hy 
bea 


4 | E 
F geen ſo raiſed, without any interference of the 
| Piment of Great-Britain; though, perhaps, 
| e ſaid parliament may be ſuppoſed, in ſtrict- 
1 6 of law, to have had a concurrent right 
z F $i thoſe aſſemblies to impoſe them : but the 
1 Sitter ſort of taxes cannot legally be raiſed by 
Rirtue of thoſe charters and commiſſions, and, 
p fact, have not hitherto been raiſed at all. 


d prudence, (if not of ſtrict law,) to be left 
p the American aſſemblies, to be raiſed by the 
if [3 em as heretofore, in purſuance of the powers 
Fontained in their charters and commiſſions ; but 
de latter ought to be raiſed by acts of the Britiſh 
| F-iament, or, atleaſt, may be ſo raiſed with- 
Hut any breach cither of the charters of the 
American colonies or of the uſage that has 
q . in them upon this ſubierd. 


Þ FRENCHMAN. 

| I am mY you agree with me in this diſtinc- 
Jon, and nl that it would be highly 
| [ expedient, if not unjuſt, for the Britiſh par- 
Jament to impoſe the domeſtick taxes of the 
&veral provinces of America, which have al- 
as hitherto been raiſed by their own 2 aſſem- 


M2 | blies. 
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| | rhe former therefore ought, in point of equity The for. 
Fo mer ought 
to 0 rais'd 


Utility of 
the Ame- 
rican al. 
ſemblies, 
with the 
ower of 
impoſing 
the pro- 
vincial 
taxes, to 
the inha- 
bitants of 
their re- 
ſpective 
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fare: and they often are perſons who h 


be gr dy of money, and diſpoſed to take th 4 


L 6 3 


blies. For this is a matter of great importanyſþ 4 
as I conceive, to the welfare and bappines N ; 


thoſe colonies, being the principal means Ji 


have of ſecuring themſelves from the oppreſi ; 1 | 
of their governours and other officers of 
crown, and of obtaining a redreſs of | z | 
grievances under which they may at any tin z 
labour. The goyernours of provinces are a, | | 
nerally men who have no eſtates in the pu 


vinces they go to govern, nor any natural cer 1h 
nections with the people of them, that ſhi 


make them take a hearty concern in their wilt 


their fortunes to make, having either never hf n 
any eſtate at all even in England, or, it th:{Y 
have had one, having run it out by their lux 
and extravagance, after which, by the inter a 
of the noblemen and gentlemen of power i - 
whoſe company they have ſpent their ſortuns t 
they are ſent to the American provinces, it 
the important ſtations of governours, to repil | 4 
them. Such perſons will, in all probabilin i 


ſpeedieſt methods of acquiring it: and i 
hardly to be doubted that, if there was 
check or controul of their authority in 1 

prove? 


(IP 3 


Tovinces themſelves over which they preſide, 
| I © would make uſe of the great powers veſted 
them by their commiſſions to exact money 
| om the people in a variety of ways: and 
4 | ,mplaints to England for redreſs of ſuch op- 
Feſſions would be too expenſive and tedious 
b be made by the greater part of thoſe who 
f i rould have ſuffered by them; and when made, 
9 ould often, (either from the difficulty of 
Fanſmitting acroſs the Atlantick ocean ſuffi- 
Z © zent evidence to ſupport the charges, or by 
| pe favour and partiality of the great men be- 
| 3 bre whom they would be brought, who would 
| x any of them, perhaps, be old friends and 
| &wmpanions of the governour complained of,) 
a FE peet with no ſucceſs. But by means of the 
a emblies of the people and their power of 
Fanting or refuſing money for the ſervice of 
d 0 Pe province, ſuch oppreſſions are properly 
i | en notice of and often meet with due re- 
1 Tecs, and, if they have been committed by 
be governours themſelves, and have been great 
00 frequent, will be tranſmitted to the king 
Tc with ſo much weight by an addreſs of 
| he aſſembly as to induce his Majeſty to remove 
e governour from his office. And the appre- 
= | henſion 


Expedi- 
ence of 
impoſing 
taxes for 
general 
purpoſes 
on the in- 
habitants 
of Amert- 
ca by the 
authority 
of the Bri- 
tiſh par- 
liament. 


Americans, which relate to the maintenan v 


their aſſemblies. 


1 1 
benſion of theſe conſequences will deter | 1 
officers of government from being guilty of n 
oppreſſions that would give occafion to then $ 


Such, I conceive, are the beneficial conte I 


quences reſulting to the American proving, "14 
from the eſtabliſhment of aſſemblies of tf got 


people in them, and the powers veſted in tial 
| aſſemblies of raiſing money on the inhabitan b f | 
of them for the purpoſes of their domelial 


government: all which would intirely ce & 
if the parliament of Great-Britain ſhould, ( 1 


virtue of its antient and original authority ov: ; Aw 


the firſt ſettlers in America,) interfere in ti fen 
matter, and impoſe theſe domeſtick taxes if t EF 
the ſeveral colonies, inſtead of leaving theme Wp 


be raiſed, as heretofore, by their reſpecinÞ Tp! 


aſſemblies. But this is no objection to the pu: tt 
liament's impoſing thoſe other taxes on dh Pit 


of the army and navy and the other gener Will 
purpoſes of the Britiſh empire. Thele, I thoullſþ Wir 
think, might be impoſed by that authority wit thee 
little, or no, danger to the liberties of ti L 
Americans, ſo long as the former were left 4 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


F one of the Engliſh provinces of America, 
I which aſſemblies are eſtabliſhed, I ſhould 
Jet, (if I know my own mind) be at all averſe 


ee 9 3 


4 Iritain to any of thoſe general purpoſes; I 
a Pean, if the taxes required of me were mo- 


erate and reaſonable and proportional to my | 


| 3 for heavy and unreaſonable taxes are 
Aways oppreſſive and odious, and have a ten- 
| &ncy to excite a reſiſtance from thoſe who are 
| t pay them, by whatever authority they are 
|| Wpoſed, But for a moderate tax laid upon 
4 proper ſubject, and appropriated, we will ſay, 
4 u the maintenance of the royal navy of Great- 
e Titain, by which our coaſts and our trading 


a Vt ſlels are protected, I proteſt I ſhould be very 


Lilling to pay it, though impoſed by the par- 

k ment of Great-Britain in which I had no 

fhecial, or choſen, repreſentative. And I ſhould 

N 8 che more ready to ſubmit to ſuch a tax from 
Wſenſe of the impracticability of collecting 

9 Woeral tax from all the colonies in * 


neceſſity 


b any other method, and of the conſequent 


[ think ſo too: and, if I were an inhabitant 


| being taxed by the parliament of Great- 


Impracti- 
cability vi 
railing 


| 3 taxes 


in any 
other way. 


14 
i 


of the coaſts and trade of America,) it woullf o 


of the want of a legal authority in the afſen I 


rity of the Britiſh parliament. The difficult, m. 


106 
neceſſity of having recourſe to the authority q | ; 
the Britiſh parliament for that purpoſe. - Ft 
according to the preſent conſtitution of th | 4 
Britiſh government both in the iſland, or hit | 1 
dom, of Great-Britain, and in the Amer 
proyinces, there are but two authorities . | $ 
which it would be poſſible to levy ſuch a ta 0 
which are thoſe of the American aſſemble 
and of the Britiſh parliament. To levy it i 
the authority of the ſeveral American aflembli @ re 
would be extreamly difficult, if not totall | ahi 
impracticable. For, as it would be a tax uf ef et 


related to a matter in which the Ametcicaſ@r 
colonies were all concerned, (the ſuppart de 


the royal navy of Great-Eritain and the defenc g 


be juſt and reaſonable that they ſhould all col 'F 
tribute to it: and Zhat it is probable fo man ? 
different aſſemblies could never be brought uM 
do ;----not to mention the former obſervatia . 


blies, by the charters and commiſſions of th 


American provinces, to lay taxes for th f 


general purpoſes. It can only be levied ther | 
fore (if it is to be levied at all) by the auth Wc! 
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rather impracticability, of procuring a con- 
rrence of opinion and action between all the 
erent aſſemblies of the American colonies 
| i any common cauſe, or concern, was experi- 
Iced about the beginning of the late war, 
| : then the Americans complained of the en- 
F ; Foachments made by the French of Canada 
pon the king's territories on the river Ohio 
1 d! in other places. No union could be pro- 
1 Q ired among them: but, while one colony 


| 2 
os Sx 
545 


0 üiled troops to repel the encroachments of the 


emy, another, that was leſs expoſed to dan- 
f K. from them, refuſed to raiſe any: and the 
l B ench gained conſiderable advantages in the 
a eginning of the war by means of this want 
union among the colonies. This was at 
IT 1 time notorious to all the world: and the 
Peli Americans themſelves had ſo ſtrong a 
We of the dangers they were likely to be 
ese to from this circumſtance, that, in 
iy, 1754, when a war with France was 

Wprehended, commiſſioners were appointed 
ceveral of the colonies, who met at Albany 
d Hudſon's river in the province of New- 


13 en The plan they agreed to was, 


r „to form a plan of union for their com- 


& X » 
7 * in 


Experi- 
ence of the 
{aid im- 
practica- 
bility in 
the year 


1754. 


Opinion 
ot the Eng- 
liſh Ame- 
TICans up- 
on this 


ſubject at 


that time, 
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in ſhort, this; ©. That a arpnd council tow 
be formed. of members to be choſen by th 6 
aſſemblies of the people in all the EeH 
colonies : and that this council, together win 
a governour-general, to be appointed by th 5 , 
crown, ſhould be impowered to make gene 
laws to raiſe money in all the colonies for h 
defence of the whole.” This plan was «|: 
approved by the government in England, ani 4 
ſo was not carried into execution. But tf 
propoſal of it ſhews the opinion of the Amer. 
cans themſelves to have been at that tim: £1 
that, in order to lay taxes effectually upon al 17 
the colonies towards any general plan of de 
fence, or other object relating to them all, i 5 | | 
was neceſſary to have recourſe to the author 
of ſome one aſſembly, or legiſlature, propa 
conſtituted and impowered to exerciſe ſo gre 5 | 
a truſt, and not to depend on the concurten 
of the ſeveral provincial aſſemblies. It is oh; 
to ſhew that this was the opinion of the Am 
ricans at that time, that I have now mentions 7 . 
this plan of a grand council, without mearig t 
to give any opinion concerning the plan ite 
Whether ſuch a grand council, or the par- 
ment of Great-Britain, is the fitter legillatun 7 f 
1h 


„ 
3 b point of erpedience and policy, to be in- 
a with this power of raifing theſe general 
res upon all America, 1 will not pretend to 
Farmer I will only ſay that the parliament 
4 Great-Britain ſubſiſts already, and has done 
for ſeveral centuries, as the great legiſlature 
| r the Britiſh nation throughout all the domi- 
7 Pons of the crown, without any exception of 
be Engliſh colonies in America, (as we have 
ten in the courſe of our examination of the 
£ Lions alledged by the Americans in ſupport 
f their claim to an exemption from its juriſ- 
iction,) and that the aforeſaid grand council 
1 as not yet been eſtabliſhed, and, if it ever 
hould be eſtabliſhed, would be a great inno- 


ation in the Britiſh government; and that 
Neat innovations are always dangerous. But, 


7 ill ſuch a grand council is eſtabliſhed, the par- 
8 . bament of Great-Britain is the only ſingle le- 
: iſlature by which ſuch general taxes can be 
4 tally impoſed on the Americans, and there- 
8 in my opinion, is the legiſlature by which 
£ pe 6uplit to be impoſed. 


FRENCHMAN. 


It 1 I ſee plainly the neceſſity of having recourſe 
& ſome one legiſlature for the levying of any 
1 X 2 general 


their claim to an exemption from its jurildi- 
tion. But you ſome time ago intimated tha 


Reaſons 
for think- 
Ing that 
the Britiſh 
parlia- 
ment, if 
its right to 
tax the A- 
mericans 
wers ac- 
knowledg- 
ed, would 
not exer- 
Cile it op- 
preſſively. 


| danger: : and for theſe reaſons. In the fit 
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general tax that is to be paid by all the colon 
of America. And that legiſlature in the pr. 

ſent ſtate of things, without making ſome ney 
eſtabliſhment for the purpoſe, can- be no othe 
than the Britiſh parliament. - And this neceſii 
ought, certainly, to be an additional reaſon vit 
the Americans, for ſubmitting to its authorih 
with reſpe& to thoſe general taxes, over a 
above the legal obligation under which they 
lie to do ſo, from their inability to make at 


they pretend to be mightily afraid of beiny 
grievouſly oppreſſed by taxes laid by the Britif 
parliament, if they ſhould ever acknowledy: 
its authority to impoſe them. Pray, do ya 
imagine there would be any great danger d 
ſuch oppreſſion? | 


E N G L I 8 HMAN. 
I do not think there would be any ich 


place, though the Americans have no actul 
repreſentatives in the Britiſh parliament, and 
do not live in the ſame country with the per- 
ſons who elect the members of 1 it, as the Britiſh 
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non: electors do, yet there is a very great com- A great 
MH 1 | . th 
E munity of Intereſts, between them and the in- part or 5 


W 1.1 za : | , tants of 
hadbitants of Great-Britain, ariſing from their Great. Br- 


W trade, by which a great number of people in {tin haven 


common 
Britain, both electors of members of parlia- inf 
ment and others, are deeply intereſted in pre- _ 
venting them from being oppreſſed. The 3 
Americans have the greateſt part of their cloath- ” —— 
ing, and all their arms, and implements of their being 
3 huſbandry and the mechanick trades, and other Re 
bard-ware, and a variety of other commodities, 
from Great-Britain, to the amount of ſome 
3 millions of pounds ſterling in a year. This 
1 employs a conſiderable number of merchants 
I in England, and a very great number of ma- 
E nufacturers who prepare the goods which are 
I exported to America, All theſe perſons are 
q bound by a regard to their own intereſt, to 
E uſe their endeavours to prevent the Americans 
. from being unreaſonably burthened with taxes: 
for, if they ſhould be ſo burthened, they muſt 
in conſequence retrench ſome of their expences, 
and conſequently would buy fewer of the goods 
which theſe manufacturers and merchants ſup- 
| ply them with; by which means the buſineſs 


and profits of theſe merchants and manufacturers 
would 
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would be (diminiſhed, It is natural therefon 
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_ - ſuppoſe that theſe 'rherchatits and thanufic. 
turets would do every thing in their power ty 
1 0 prevent the Britiſh patliament from impoveriſh. 
ing their cuſtomers, the Americans, by unne. ; | 

ceſſary or oppreſſive taxes. And, by the con. 
ſtitution of the, Britiſh Houſe of Commons, the L 
mercantile part of the nation has a very great 3 
influence in it. This connection and commu. MW 
nity of intereſts between the Americans and 
the merchants and manufacturers of Great. 
Britain affords a ſecurity to the Americans againſt 
an oppreſſive taxation by the Britiſh parliament, 
which, (though not quite ſo great in degree, 
is in its nature fimilar to that of the non-eleCting 
inhabitants of Great-Britain: : for neither of 
them can be taxed by parliament without a 
concomitant taxation, either direct or indirect, 
of thoſe inhabitants of Great-Britain who have 
the right of electing members of parliament: 
in the caſe of a tax upon the non-eleCting 
inhabitants of Britain, the electors pay the ſame 
tax as they; and in the caſe of a tax upon 
the Americans, the merchants and manufac- 
turers of Britain, who ſupply them with goods, 
would be ſubſtantially, though indirectly, im- 
poveriſhed 


n 


F | coreriſbed by the tax, by means of the dimi- 
nution of their buſineſs and their profits in 
3 | conſequence of the reduction of expence which 
© the tax would neceſſarily produce in their 
American cuſtomers. This connection and 
3 community of intereſts with the - merchants 
and manufacturers of Great-Britain would, as 
I conceive, operate very powerfully in protect- 
W ing the Americans from being over-burthened 
by taxes laid by the parliament of Great-Britain, 
if their authority to do ſo had been recognized 
by the Americans in the moſt explicit terms. 


But there is another ground of ſecurity to 24'y, the 


I mericans 
the Americans, which is {till ſtronger than the are too di- 


4 ant from 
former: I mean their diſtance from Great- Great-Bri- 


4 tain, and 
| Britain, and their large and growing numbers, too nume- 


n rous and 
and their capacity, ariſing from theſe circum- powerful, 


for theBri- 
: ſtances, to reſiſt any acts of oppreſſion com- iſh 1 


mitted by Great-Britain, whenever they ſhall ment ever 


to venture 


feel them. Great-Britain contains, it is ſaid, them op- 
| ix millions of people; ſome ſay, eight mil- Prefively- 
lions: America contains three millions, and is 

| continually increaſing in its numbers at a great 

| rate; ſo that in twenty-five, or thirty, years it 

will probably contain as many as Great-Britain; 


and 


and in fifty or fixty years twice as mary, 


itſelf be ever ſo clear and undiſputed : and 
we have ſeen tumults in England itſelf in 


tax itſelf ;----tumults that have riſen ſo high 


and authority, and with only a few troops 


Britain muſt have known that it would be ſo. 
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1 


Taxation is always a diſagreeable and difficult 
exertion of authority, though the author 


oppoſition to taxes impoſed by act of parliz. 
ment, without the leaſt pretence of doubt 
concerning the authority by which they were 
impoſed, but merely through a diflike to the 


as to cauſe the tax to be repealed. How diff. 
cult then muſt it have been to Great-Britain 
to have forced a tax upon the Americans 
againſt their will, at the diſtance of three thou- 
and miles from the center of her ſtrength 


ſcattered here and there through that extenſive 
country? We may fafely fay it would have 
been impoſſible: and the parliament of Great- 


Now this conſciouſneſs of their inability to 
enforce the payment of a tax in America againſt 
the general bent of the inhabitants would, as 
I apprehend, have reſtrained the Britiſh par- 
liament from ever attempting to impoſe any 
general tax upon the Americans without 2 
ſcrupulous 
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. rupolous regard both to equity in the prin- 
. a and ground of impoſing it and modera- 


3 any that I do not place the iery of the 
. Americans in the actual exertion of their ſtrength 
b bo ln oppoſition to the oppreſſive taxes that ſhould 
be impoſed on them by the Britiſh parliament 
4 (for that, I am aware, 1s a diſmal remedy, 
Wwhich, the people may always reſort to, and 

ometimes do reſort to, in the worſt of govern- 
ſents ) but I place it in the parliament! 8 
Bknowledge that they poſſeſs that ſtrength, and 
Wai conſciouſneſs (ariſing from that know- 
lege) of their own inability to enforce the 
3 payment of any tax upon them that ſhall not, 
g Wy i its reaſonableneſs and equity, make its own 
way amongſt them, and diſpoſe them to be 
Raſhamed of reſiſting it. And this reaſon would 
have ſtill more weight at preſent in reſtraining 
de parliament from abuſing the power of tax- 
ſing the Americans, if they were to be allowed 
to exerciſe it, than it would have had before 
Ithe preſent troubles. For, fince the reſiſtance 
of America to the ; authority of the Britiſh 
parliament has been fo ſtrong and fo obſtinate 
10 ® hitherto to have baffled all the endeayours of 


18 GBreat- 


3 0-3 
Great-Britain to overcome it, and to have y, 
ready put her to an expence of more moe 
in the exertions that have been hitherto mat 
in this unhappy conteſt, than all the taxes th 
America could pay, if reduced to the mi 
compleat ſubjection , would be ſufficient to mu 1 
good in the courſe of many years, it is neui 
certain that, if the authority of the Br 
parliament to lay taxes on the Americans f 
the general purpoſes above-mentioned wa vii; 
be recognized by the Americans, the parlian«li 
would be exceeding cautious in the uſe of ſud 1 | 
a power, and would take particular car ii 
impoſe only ſuch taxes upon them as vali. 
likely to be thought reaſonable and juſt ih 
Ps and to'be paid without a ſecond refi 1 
. Theſe are my reaſons for thinking H 
che Americans would run no riſque of bei e. 
Lo burthened with unreaſonable and oppreliniiſ 
f taxes by the parliament of ' Great-Britain fi 
the right of the parliament to impoſe them hi 
beenever ſo „ recognized. at 
£ 
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FRENCHMAN. 


+ 1 think there is a good deal of weight js 
theſe reaſons. And even the diſtance of M 
Ameri 
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3 & mericans from Great-Britain (which you. of. the 1 
＋ 1 Y 0 
Wave touched upon but ſlightly) would operate heAmeri. 
Sg cans ariſ- 

I Lnſiderably. in their favour, independently of ing from 

15 their diſ- 
g de firength which they derive from their great tance from 


10 growing numbers. The old Latin ſaying 1 
Way be juſtly applied on this occaſion; Procul 
Joe, procul d fulmine. No governments 
ee the ſame vigorous authority over their 

| 0 Jiſtant provinces as over thoſe which are nearer 
hand and more within the reach of their 
W:ecutive power. The tyranny of Nero and 
WDomitian was leſs felt by the inhabitants of 
eypt and Syria, (though then compleatly 

: feduced to the form of Roman provinces, ) 
han by the inhabitants of Italy itſelf. I ſhould 
Wherefore be inclined to think with you that 

1 e Americans would not run much riſque of 
Wcing oppreſſively taxed by the Britiſh parlia- 
Wnent, if they were to acknowledge its autho- 

iy to tax them. Yet there is a fact which od. 
many people alledge as a proof of the contrary; in 2765. 
mean, the duty upon ſtampt paper, which 
the Britiſh parliament impoſed upon the Ame- 

Wicans in the year 1765. This, they ſay, was 

Þ molt oppreſſive tax wantonly impoſed upon 

Wc Americans by the parliament in the very 


Y 2 firſt 
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firſt exerciſe of their pretended authority 
tax America, I ſhould be glad to know yu 

opinion concerning this tax; whether, or ns, 
ir was oppreſſive in its quantity, and whete 
there was any juſt ground for impoſing it. 


- ENGLISHMAN, 


I am of opinion that that famous duty wif 
both moderate in its quantity and impoſed upuliiſM 
a juſt occaſion; as I doubt not you will readi I 
agree with me, when I have ſtated to yu 
the ſum of money it-was intended to produce 9 
and the reaſon of impoſing it. They were x 3 n 
follows. Before the laſt war the whole expenel 
of all North-America to the Britiſh gore 
ment was only L. 7o, ooe ſterling per annum, 5 
In the courſe of the war, (which was unde. 
taken ſolely to preſerve the Engliſh colon 
againſt the encroachments, or ſuppoſed ert 
croachments, of the French on the river Oui 
and in Nova Scotia,) Great-Britain ſpent abo 
an hundred millions of pounds ſterling; d 
which 70 millions remained as a debt up 
the nation at the end of the war, the inter 
of which was about ＋ 2, 300, ooo a year, whial 
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rs a perpetual load upon the revenue of 
WGreat-Britain incurred for the defence of Ame- 
Inca. The American colonies had alſo exerted 
5 themſelves in the courſe of the war, by grants 
Jof money for the defence of their reſpective 
W territories as well as by levies of troops; and 
E 1 will ſuppoſe (for I am not minutely ac- 
Y quainted with this matter, and do not wiſh to 
derogate from their merits) to the utmoſt of 
their abilities. At laſt a peace is made; by 
3 which all Canada and Florida are ceded for 
? | ever to the crown of Great-Britain ; the Britiſh 
Z miniſtry having infiſted, in the courſe of the 
2 negotiations for the peace, on retaining theſe 
J | countries in North-America rather than the 
ilands of Martinico and Guadaloupe, (which 
WW were alſo in our poſſeſſion, and would have 
produced a great increaſe ef the public revenue 
Jof the nation,) merely with a view to preſerve 


che North-American provinces from all poſſible 


danger of being again moleſted by the French. 
; Having thus obtained ceſſions of theſe new 
| provinces of Canada and Florida, it was ne- 
| ceflary that the king ſhould keep ſome troops 
| | there to maintain the poſſeſſion of them. And 
aan it was further judged neceſſary to keep a ſmall 

= number 
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number of troops at ſome of the principi 
trading- poſts in the interiour, or upper, country 
af North-America, to protect the - merchazy 
who ſhould trade with the Indian ſavages a 
thoſe. places for their furs, and to watch the 
motions of thoſe Indians, and prevent their 
making ſudden irruptions into the back ſettle 
ments of the North-American provinces. Al 
this required an additional expence beyond the 
L. yo, ooo per annum which the eſtabliſhment 
in America. had coſt: the Britiſh nation before 
the war. This additional expence was. 280,000, 
the whole expence of the American eſtabliſh- 
ment ſince the peace amounting to £.3 50,000, 
Whether this new eſtabliſhment was made morc 
expenſive than was neceſſary, as the Americans 
alledge, or whether it was a reaſonable and pro- 
per one, I will not pretend to determine. The 
king and parliament of Great-Britain were the 
proper judges of this queſtion : and they formed 
the eſtabliſnment upon ſuch a footing as to 
require an annual expence of £.3 50,000. Thi 
was an additional burthen to the public revenue 
of Great-Britain of . 280,000 per annum, 
over and above the . 2, 300, ooo per annum, 


which is the intereſt of the new debt cf 
L. 7o, ooo, ooo, 
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b . 70,000,000, contracted in the war: and it 
was evidently incurred for the protection of 
. the American colonies. Of this ſum therefore 
: it ſeemed reaſonable to Mr. George Grenville, 
1 (ho was the king's miniſter of ſtate for the 
department of the public revenue in the year 
764, and who was zealouſly deſirous of 
© ſerving his' country in that capacity, and of 
© 1efſening, by all the juſt methods he could 
E think of, the enormous burthens incurred by 
© the nation in the preceding war,) that the 
American colonies ſhould pay a part, to wit, 
one hundred thouſand pounds, or little more 
@ than a third part of the aforefaid addition to 
che expence of that eſtabliſhment. And, as 
this contribution ought in reaſon and equity to 
3 Je made by all the colonies in America, be- 
cauſe they all received the benefit of the eſta- 
; bliſhment which was to be, in part, ſupported 
by it; he thought the moſt convenient way 
of impoſing it would be to make uſe of the 
authority of the Britiſh patliament for that 
| purpoſe ; not thinking it probable that all the 
| different aſſemblies of the provincesin America 
would concur in raiſing it, or, if they ſhould 
| be inclined in the main to raiſe their quotas 


of 
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of it, that they would ever agree in ſettling 
what thoſe quotas ſhould be. In this opinion 
he gave notice to the Houſe of Commons j 
the year 1764, that he ſhould next year pro. 
poſe to their conſideration the granting certay 
ſtamp-duties to his Majeſty, to be levied a 
their fellow- ſubjects in America, that ſhouli 
produce the ſum of . Ioo, ooo per annum 
being about one third part of the addition 
expence of the American eſtabliſhment finc 
the concluſion of the war; and that he pu- 
poſely deferred his motion for impoſing thet WE 
duties on the Americans till the next yen, A 
to the end that the colonies might have tin: | 
to conſider of the matter, and to make thei E 
option of raiſing that or ſome other equivalent Me 
tax that they ſhould like better. This note (i 
of an intention to apply to the Britiſh p. 
liament for the impoſition of a tax upon Ame. 
rica, alarmed ſome of the agents of the Ame 
rican colonies, and occaſioned their waiting 
upon Mr. Grenville ſeparately, to confer wit 
bim upon the ſubject, and their writing about] 
it to their reſpective colonies. And at te 
end of the fame ſeſſion of parliament ide 
colony- agents all went to him in a body, 0 1 

oh know 


A x 7 3 

knorr if he ſtill intended to bring in ſuch a bill. 
ne anſwered, that he did:“ and then re- 
beated to them in form, what he had before 
aid in the Houſe of Commons, as well as to 
* of them in private, to wit, © That the 
4 « late war had found us ſeventy millions, and 
leſt us more than one hundred and forty 
I millions, in debt That he knew that all 
| e men wiſhed not to be taxed : but that, in 
theſe unhappy circumſtances, it was his duty, 
as a ſteward for the publick, to make uſe 
of every juſt means of improving the pub- 
| lick revenue :---That he never meant, how- 
| ever, to charge the colonies with any part 
of the national debt: but that, beſides that 
| « publick debt, the nation had incurred a great 
annual expence in the maintaining of the 
. ſeyeral new conqueſts, which we had made 
. Pran the war, and by which the colonies 
* were ſo much benefited.----That the Ame- 
* rican civil and military eſtabliſhment after 
7 the peace of Aix La Chapelle was only 
. o, ooo per annum: and that it was now 
increaſed to J. 3 50, 00. That this was a 
F great additional expence incurred upon an 


American account: and that he therefore 
2. " * thought 
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He then went on in theſe words; © IT amng | 
„ however, ſet upon this tax. If the An 


_ converſation with the agents of ſeveral of ti 


* q 
thought that America ought to contribu {Wat 
ee towards it.----That he did not expect u 
* 'the colonies ſhould raiſe the whole of «| 
« but that he thought they ought to raiſe ſom ſth) 
« part of it: and that the ſtamp-duty wa N 
intended for that purpoſe.” He adde . 
<« That he judged this method of raiſing th E 
money to be the eaſieſt and the moſt eq; 
te table :----That it was a tax which woul 

fall only upon people of property; that 
e would be collected by the feweſt office; 
and would be equally ſpread over Nor. 
« America and the Weſt-Indies ; ſo that ii 
t would bear their ſhare of the publick burther, 
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« ricans diſlike it, and prefer any other meth 
e of raiſing the money themſelves, I ſhall U 
c content. Write therefore to your feverllifſ 
« colonies: and, if they chuſe any other motif 
„ ſhall be fatisfied, provided the money iſ 
ce but raiſed.” Such was Mr. Grenville 


* 


American colonies in the year 1764 concett 
ing the ſtamp- act which was then intendeſ 
be paſſed in the following ſeſſion, as it ib f 
„ So lat 
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* by Mr. Mauduit, one of thoſe agents, 
in a paper which he printed with his name 
ito it in the year 1775. And he declares in 
NH paper that Mr. Edward Mountague, the 
E Maſter in Chancery, (who in the year 1764 


} as preſent at that meeting of the colony- 
3 * at Mr. Grenville's houſe,) had read over 


l colonies accordingly wrote to their reſpective 


Wor Mr. Grenville to move in parliament for a 
3 amp-duty upon America, and with the offer 


i b his: and thereupon the ſtamp-act was paſſed. 
i by the parliament in the following year 1765. 
, his is, as I believe, the true hiſtory of the 
| Wmous ſtamp- act. I leave you now to judge 
bo: yourſelf whether there was any thing un- 


| pl or oppreſſive in it. 


E as agent for the province of Virginia, and 


{this paper. of Mr. Mauduit, and aſſented to 
very particular of it. The agents of the 


Jeſlemblies to acquaint them with this intention 


| N be made at the ſame time, of forbearing to 
Wnove for it, if they would raiſe the ſame ſum 
pf money among themſelves by acts of their 
; feveral aſſemblies. But they refuſed to do 
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it either oppreſſive or unjuſt; I mean of thoſ 


and from which, if they were in the hands d 


and for the protection of the perſons concernel 


Contained in thoſe inſtruments being not {uf 


portance), if it could be legally levied by vitws 
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FRENCHMAN. 


TI do not conceive how any one can think 


who allow the Britiſh parliament to have i; 
any-caſe the right of impoſing taxes on America, 
as you and I do for the reaſons we have already 
mentioned, For it is a tax for one of tho 
general purpoſes that relate equally to all the 
colonies, to wit, the maintenance of the pol. 
ſeſſion of the new-acquired provinces of C. 
nada and Florida, (which incloſe all the rel} 


enemies, irruptions might be made into them, 


in the Indian trade and of the back ſettlement 
of all the provinces ; and therefore, (accordin 
to what we have already obſerved concernin 
the charters and commiſſions under which th 
Americans are governed,) it could not be h. 
gally levied by the ſeveral aſſemblies of t 
American provinces by virtue of their ch 
ters and commiſſions, the powers of taxata 


ciently extenſive: and (which is of more in 
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F thoſe inſtruments, it would ſtill be impoſſible 


1 in practice to procure it to be levied in that 
manner, becauſe of the diſſenſions that would 
F — ariſe amongſt the different colonies 
E concernin g the magnitude of the quotas which 
Z Nach of them ought to contribute towards it. 
3 It ſeems to me therefore that it could not be 
. levied at all, according to the preſent conſtitu- 
1 tion of the Britiſh government, if it could not 
be impoſed by the authority of the Britiſh pat- 
liament: and that, I think, would be very 
Z unreaſonable, ſince the eſtabliſhment, which 
5 was to be, in part, ſupported by it, was ſo im- 
7 | mediately and fo highly beneficial to America. 
I ſhould incline however to be of opinion that, 
if they had paid this ſtamp-duty chearfully, 
and had acknowledged the right of the Britiſh 
@ parliament to impoſe taxes on them, (at leaſt 
| for thoſe general purpoſes that related to all 
5 the colonies, and to which they all ought to 
contribute, ) they would have had a reaſonable 
| — AE for aſking to be permitted to ſend 
members to the parliament as well as the coun- 
bes and boroughs of Great-Britain itſelf : and 
¶ do not conceive that their diſtance from Great- 
Y Pritain would render this at all impracticable, 


now 


— — — — Wo 2 


this might probably have made them eaſy, ay 


fively taxed by Great-Britain, which they noy 


ſembly ; though, indeed, I do not concen 
very well founded, (even while they have n E 
already mentioned. However, if they had & 


fired to have ſuch repreſentatives in the Bi. 
tiſh parliament, in a reaſonable number, i 


Great-Britain, I think they ought to have bees b 


[ 182 ] 


now that the navigation and intercourſe betwey 
the countries, is- ſo frequent and regular. Ang 


remoyed thoſe apprehenſions of being oppre 


declare they entertain in conſequence of the : 
want of ſpecial repreſentatives in that great Me 


their apprehenſions of ſuch oppreſſion to h 


ſuch repreſentatives,) for the reaſons we han 


1 


order to remove every ſhadow of inequality a 
hardſhip, and to place them intirely on tl W 
ſame footing as their fellow-ſubjects reſiding u 


indulged in their requeſt, and, perhaps, coul 
not decently have been refuſed it. 1 


ENGLISH MAN. 


I am intirely of your opinion. They cer War 
tainly would have had a very equitable ground 
for making ſuch a requeſt ; and it could «up 
with any appearance of decency. have ber 
refula i 


4 Sh 
= them. And this is allowed by the 

rome advocates for parliamentary taxation. 

For Mr. Grenville himfelf, who brought for- 

E Land the meaſure of impoſing the ſtamp- duty 

5 upon them, uſed to declare that he thought it 
reasonable that they ſhould, if they deſired it, 
end members to the parliament of Great- 
Britain; - though he did not think that their 
* ot having hitherto done ſo rendered the au- 
* hority of the parliament incompetent to the 


before this improvement of the conſtitution of 
e Houſe of Commons had taken place. In- 
deed this admiſſion of repreſentatives from the 


. onſtitutional remedy for the inconveniences 
they would otherwiſe be ſubject to from the 
Wexerciſe of the parliament's authority in the 


bundred years ago with reſpect to the biſhoprick, 
| for county palatine, of Durham in England 
and with-compleat ſucceſs, no complaints hav 
King been made by the inhabitants of that county 


ere OE this liable to pay all the taxes 


Wexerciſe of the power of taxation over them 
American colonies is the natural, obvious, and 


buſineſs of taxation. Ir is the very remedy 
which was applied in a fimilar caſe about a 


upon this ſubject at any time fince, They 


impoſed 
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impoſed by the Engliſh parliament in the hm 
manner as the inhabitants of the other counts, |; 
of England; and they conſtantly paid they. 
and yet they ſent no members to the pala 7 
ment. This they thought a hardſhip, aſe 
_ repreſented as ſuch to the parliament, an 7 
upon that ground, delired to be permitted 
ſend members to the parliament. The pu. 
liament thought their requeſt reaſonable, an 
granted it: and from that time to this the 
have ſent four members to the Engliſh Houk 
of Commons, namely, two for the county, 
biſhoprick, at large, who are choſen by th 
freeholders of it, and two for the city of Dur. 
ham, who are choſen by the mayor, aldermey, 
and freemen of the corporation of that cit, 
This act was paſſed in the year 1672, whid 
was the twenty-fifth year of the reign of king 
Charles II. or the thirteenth year after hi q 
reſtoration. The preamble of it is in ther 
words. Whereas the inhabitants of the cu 
palatine of Durham have not hitherto bad it 
liberty and privilege of electing and ſending a 
knights and burgeſſes to the high court of „ 


ment, although the inbabitants of the ſaid co 
palati ne are liable to all payments, rates, 0 


40 


F [ 85 1 

| | ſalſdies granted by parliament, equally with the 
irbabitants of other counties, cities and boroughs 
? in this kingdom, (who have their knights and 
3 urgeſſes in the parliament,) and are therefore 
N concerned, equally with others the inhabitants of 
his kingdom, to have knights and burgeſſes in 
| m old high court of parliament of their own 
Elon, to repreſent the condition of their county, 
* the inhabitants of other counties, cities, and 
geroug ls of this kingdom have.” This preamble 
expreſſes clearly the opinion that prevailed upon 


| t on, that is, in other words, it expreſſes the 
conſtitution of the Engliſh government upon 
þ his matter, in the reign of king Charles II. 
. hich is the very æra of the Engliſh hiſtory 
Ewhich we ought to pitch upon in order to 
? (certain the rights of the American coloniſts, 

becauſe it was during this reign that moſt on 
N heir charters were granted, and their govern- 
ments eſtabliſned or brought into form and 
order. The more early part of the hiſtory of 
1 England ſeems foreign to this inquiry, and 
ends only to lead us into doubt and perplexity 
boncerning it. This meaſure, therefore, of 
7 pcrmutting the inhabitants of the American 


A'a | colonies 


| 


ibis ſubject in the Engliſh parliament and na- 
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Intercourſe with it is ſo frequent and regulx 
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colonies to ſend members to the Britiſh parli. 
ment, which you have ſuggeſted as the proper 
remedy for the complaints of the American 
againſt parliamentary taxation, appears by thi 
great example to be the true, natural, and con- 
ſtitutional remedy for that grievance. And 
as you alſo rightly obſerved, it would be by ng 
means impracticable by reaſon of the diſtancy 
of the two countries from each other, now that 
the navigation to and from America is fo wel 
underſtood and ſo conſtantly practiſed, and the 


Indeed the difficulties of that kind, (I men 
thoſe that are owing to the diſtance of the tw 
countries,) have been already actually tried 
and found to be trifling, in a caſe that is exact) 
ſimilar to that of an election of repreſentative 
from America in the Britiſh parliament; | 
mean, in the appointment of agents for the 
American colonies reſiding in Great-Britain, to 
tranſact their buſineſs with the king's majeſty 
or his miniſters of ſtate, or privy-council, 0 
with the two houſes of parliament, The di 
tance of theſe agents from their conſtituents i 
America is found to be no impediment to thei 
tranſaQting the buſineſs entruſted to them t 

the 


T9 | 


Wc ſatisfaction of their conſtituents, nor to 
er receiving the neceſſary inſtructions and 
Woformations concerning the ſentiments of the 
colonies by which they are employed: nor is it 
q Hound to be neceſſary that theſe agents ſhould 
| I perpetually croſſing the ſeas to and from 
America in order to receive theſe inſtructions 
P ad informations. The ſame may therefore 


Z hich the Americans ſhould be permitted to 
have in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. They 
vould not be under any neceſſity of per- 


X zents ; nor would they find any greater diffi- 
| alty in tranſacting the buſineſs of their con- 
| ituents in parliament than theſe agents do in 
3 anſacting the buſineſs entruſted to their ma- 
Wp2gement out of parliament. In ſhort, admit 
eſe agents into parliament, with a reaſonable 


Wone. So far is it from being (as ſome people 


Pitznce of America from Gleat-Britain. 


Aa 2  FRENCH- 


Ell be ſuppoſed concerning any repreſentatives 


petually going backwards and forwards between 
England and America, any more than theſe 


. Pereaſe of their number; and the buſineſs is 


; ave repreſented it,) a chimerical, viſionary, 
Ind impracticable meaſure on account of the 
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FRENCHMAN. 


I wonder therefore that this meaſure hy 
never been adopted, fince it appears to be hoy 
ſo agreeable to the conſtitution of the Briti 
government, and fo eaſy to put in pradia 
Has nobody ever thought of it, or propoſed u 
And, if they have, what has hindered it fen 
being adopted, ſeeing that, if it were oa 
eſtabliſhed, it would put a ſhort and bd 3 
end to this whole unfortunate conteſt? 


ENGLISH MAN. 


Theſe are queſtions which I am not wn 1 | 
ſure that I can anſwer. However, I will « 
deavour to give you ſome ſatisfaction concert 
ing them. 


In anſwer to your firſt queſtion I muſt obſent Wop 


that this method of ſettling the diſputes betwee | 
Great-Britain and her colonies is by no mean y 
new. It has often been mentioned and fu 
geſted, and ſometimes by men well acquaint 2 
both with the Britiſh conſtitution and the natur ; 

of the American colonies and the ſentiment » 
that prevail amongſt them. Many EngliſhnaſM l 
and any Americans have thought of it. Ml . 

Gremilſ ; 


3 1 189 5 

wine himſelf, as J obſerved before, has 
WE than once declared in parliament that he 
thought ſuch a meaſure would be reaſonable. 
And Mr. Thomas Pownall, (who was governour 
Por the Maſſachuſets bay during part of the late 


war, and who is very well acquainted with the 


rernments, and who alſo was, as I have hear'd, 
much eſteemed and reſpected by the people 
Wunder his government,) has publickly recom- 


il 


has publiſhed, (the one eight or nine years ago, 


Wniftration of the colonies. And the great Dr. 


as formerly of the ſame opinion. As his 
opinions upon the ſubjects of the preſent diſputes 
between Great-Britain and America are juſtly 
0 conſidered as of the greateſt weight, Iwill read 
: Ito you, (as I have i it at hand,) a part of a letter 
written by him to Mr. Shirley, the governour 
of the Maſſachuſets bay, in the month of De- 
cember, 17 54, upon this very ſubject, of admit- 
Jing repreſentatives from the American colonics 


into the Britiſh parliament. 


conſtitutions of that and the other colony-go- 


— 2 rr 22 


mended this meaſure in two books which he 
the other about two years ago) on the admi- 


Benjamin Franklyn himſelf, whoſe abilities and 
opinions are ſo much revered by the Americans, 


Letter 
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Letter from Benjamin Franklyn, EI 
to Governour Shirley, dated, Boſton, 
December 22, 1754. 


. 


8 F R, 


„ ANCE the converſation your Excellency 
was pleaſed to honour me with, on th: 
* ſubject of uniting the colonies more intimate 
with Great-Britain, by allowing them repre 
ſentatives in parliament, I have ſomethin; 
ct further conſidered that matter, and am «| 
ee opinion, that ſuch an union would be vey 
e acceptable to the colonies, provided they hal 
« a reaſonable number of repreſentatives . 
« lowed them; and that all the old acts of 
« parhiament, reſtraining the trade, or cramp- : 
« ing the manufactures of the colonies, be a 9 
« the ſame time repealed; and the Brit | 
« ſubjects, on this ſide the water, put, in 
« thoſe reſpects, on the ſame footing with 
« thoſe in Great-Britain, *till the new parlis 
ment, repreſenting the whole, ſhall think i 
© for the intereſt of the whole to re-enad 
% ſome or all of them. 


A 
A 


cc It 
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ee It is not that I imagine ſo many repre- 


« 
7 
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IV 
Y 
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r ſentatives will be allowed the colonies, as 
Fe to have any great weight by their numbers; 
but I think there might be ſufficient to 
Be occaſion thoſe laws to be better and more 
| « impartially conſidered ; and perhaps to over- 
come the private intereſt of a petty corpora- 
ton, or of any particular ſet of artificers or 
| « traders in England; who heretofore ſeem, 
L in ſome inſtances, to have been more re- 
. garded than all the colonies, or than was 
conſiſtent with the general intereſt, or beſt 
L national good. I think too, that the go- 
« vernment of the colonies by a parliament, 
in which they are fairly repreſented, would 
0 be vaſtly more agreeable to the people, than 
the method lately attempted to be introduced 
j by royal inſtructions, as well as more agree- 
able to the nature of an Engliſh conſtitution, 
p and to Engliſh liberty : and that ſuch laws, 
as now ſeem to be hard on the colonies 
(when judged by ſuch a parliament for the 
© beſt intereſt of the whole) would be more 


© chearfully ſubmitted to, and more eaſily 
executed. 


* ſhould 
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that in the year 1754 this meaſure, of ſendin: 
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I ſhould hope too, that by ſuch an unig 
the people of Great-Britain, and the peop 
of the colonies, would learn to conſide 
themſelves, not as belonging to differey 
communities with different intereſts, but u 
one community with one intereſt ; which, | 
imagme, would contribute to ſtrengthen the 


whole, and greatly leſſen the danger of Falun 
” 2 parations.” * 


( 4 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


You ſee by this very reſpeCtable teſtimoy, 


members to the Britiſh parliament, would in 
all probability have been very agreeable to the 
Americans, and conſequently would, if it hal 
been then adopted, have prevented all the pre 
ſent diſputes. But at that time the Britiſ 
nation ſeemed averſe to it: and even now the 
do not ſeem much inclined to adopt it, no- 
withſtanding the alarming height to which the 
diſturbances in America have ariſen for wat 
of ſome ſuch ſettlement ; though, perhaps 
they might now be brought to conſent to it, it 
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* See this whole letter, with another of the late M. 
George Grenville on the ſame ſubject, in the Append 
to Mr. Pownall's ſecond Part of his Adminiſtration of ile 
Colonies, publiſhed in November, 1774. | 
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B was carneſtly applied for by the Americans 
b 2 certain means of reſtoring the peace of the 
3 Tapi. But this the Americans now diſdain 
7 ho do; and, in the confidence of their growing 
1 engt and numbers, they bave even gone 

fr as to reject the meaſure itſelf, before it 
pas been offered them, by declaring in their 
ce addreſſes, that they eſteem it to be 
Bimpracticable. So critical are the times and 
eaſons in which new meaſures of the utmoſt 
b; portance to the ſtate, can be ſafely and ſue- 
? ward ae = 


FRENCHMAN. 


| Pro what are the principal objections made Of the ob- 


jections 


o this propoſal by the inhabitants of Great- made by 


the inha- 
Pran, whoſe intereſt ſeems to me to require bitants of 

| Great Bri- 
Wn immediate accommodation with the Ame- tals 6 ths 


* colonies upon almoſt any terms, and Hauen an 
buch more upon ſuch honourable and advan- aten. 
Ageous terms as the preſervation of the unity 

f the whole empire by candidly admitting 
il N heir American fellow-ſubjects to a reaſonable 


Pur of the ſupreme legiſlative authority ? 


Bb ENG- 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


I cannot well anſwer this queſtion, the & 
jections of many of them to this meaſure bein 8 
founded (as far as I have been able to oblerye) 5 
on a kind of ſuſpicion and dread of noygy ] 
and a diſguſt at the thought of mixing wiv 
people brought up in a different climate fru i 
themſelves, and under different modificaticn $ 
of the Britiſh government and the proteſt A 
religion, though uſing the ſame language, a I 
on the like delicate and undeſcribeable feeling 
rather than on any ſolid arguments againſt i 
However I will mention to you what two of th . 
moſt eminent Engliſh writers upon the ſubi 
have publickly alledged againſt it ; I mer H 
Dr. Tucker, the learned dean of Glouceſts, B 
(who is a violent enemy to the pretenſionsd 1 
the Americans) and Mr. Edmund Burke, ti FE 

great orator in the Britiſh Houſe of Common, 5 
who, for his uncommon eloquence both : 
ſpeaking and writing, may well be called iſ 
* modern Cicero. This ingenious gentlemi . 
mece bf founds his objections chiefly on the delays thi ; 
ul, would be neceflary in ſummoning parliament f 
in order to allow time for the ſending the ki 
wil 
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| it of ſummons acroſs the Atlantick ocean 
Eto the American colonies to chuſe their repre- 
Ecntatives, and for the election of the repre- 
ſentatives and their paſſage to England to attend 
hc parliament, The inconveniences arifing 
tom this circumſtance he repreſents in a variety 
* lights, and makes them the ſubje&t of his 
Vit and ridicule. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Pray, what are the inconveniences that he 
uys fo great a ſtreſs upon If you can recol- 
ed them, I beg you would ſtate them; for I 
5 annot conceive any objections to ſuch a mea- 
| b- ure, ariſing merely from the diſtance of the 
two countries, but what might be eafily re- 
moved. 


3 9 7 
\! n ; 
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I think you are quite right in this opinion. 
Lad. accordingly, the objections he has made 
ſto this meaſure, are, as you imagine, of ſuch 
Wa kind, that a very little contrivance is neceſſary 
1 remove them. But that contrivance he has 
6 not thought fit to uſe; though it evidently 
Wappears from what he has faid upon the ſubject, 
; B b 2 that 
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that ſome of the proviſions neceſſary to remo iſ ; fo 
thoſe objections had not eſcaped his obſerva 
The paſſage in which he has ſtated theſe qq. 
jections is contained in a pamphlet publiſbe 
in the year 1769, and intituled, ©* Obſervatin H 
on a late State of the Nation,” which was wia 0 
in anſwer to another celebrated pamphlet, tha I 
had been publiſhed a little before, with HM 
title of The preſent State of the Nati 
and which was ſuppoſed to be written by H 
advice and direction of the late Mr. Geo, 
Grenville, and which the author of the Ober - 
vations on it every where conſiders as M. . 
Grenville's work. As both theſe pamp hei 51 
are here at hand in the book you ſee lying upal ] 
that table, I will look out the paſſages in then | : 
both which relate to the preſent ſubject, an f 7 
read them to you, if you are inclined to hex 7 
them. They take up but ſix or ſeven bags i FM 
that octavo volume. 8 6 


FRENCHMAN. 


I ſhall be much obliged to you for ready 9 
them. It will give me great fatisfaCtion to he F 
what two ſuch men as the late Mr. Georx 4 
Grenville and Mr. Burke have delivered ufa c. 


"my 
. 
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o important a ſubject ;----not to mention the 
entertainment you have taught me to expect 
com the wit and vivacity of the latter in his 
manner of treating it. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


he paſſage in the firſt-written of theſe 
| ; pamphlets, called © The preſent State of the 
Nation, which relates to this ſubject oy Ame- 
ä rican repreſentation, is as follows. The 
EZ prodigious extent of the Britiſh dominions in 
America, the rapid increaſe of the people there, 
end the great value of their trade, all unite in 
| ging them ſuch a degree of importance in 


bdould be paid to their concerns, by the ſu- 
bpreme legiſlature, than can be expected from 
| it, ſo long as the colonies do not elect any of 
| F the members of which the Houſe of Commons 

Bis compoſed. It 1s not to give parliament a 
night to tax, or make other laws to affect the 
| lives or liberties of the ſubjects in the colonies, 
that I propoſe their ſending members to par- 
Wliament : the authority of that auguſt aſſembly 
bis not limited by the bat. to be exer- 
cle over thoſe boden only, by whom the 
; Houle 


the empire, as requires that more attention 


A I 
of a cele- 
brated 
pamphlet 
in favour 
of an Ame- 
rican re- 
preſenta- 
tion. | 
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Houſe of Commons is choſen. The ſupreny 
legiſlature repreſents all the ſubjects of the ſtate 
For the legiſlative is the joint power of ever 
* member of the ſociety, given up to that perſy 
or that aſſembly, which is the legiſlator.“ [tj 
only eſſential to the completion of the legiſlatin 
power in Great-Britain, that the members of the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould be commoners, ani 
elected by commoners. The preſcribed mod: 
of election may be altered at any time; by 
this eſſential principle cannot be changed with 
out diſſolving the conſtitution, 


"0 
3 


« The number of the electors is, I conceim, 
become too ſmall in proportion to the who 
people, and the preſent importance of che co 
lonies ſeems to demand that ſome among then 
ſhould be veſted with the right of electing 
for it is not reaſonable or fitting that the righ 
of election for the whole of the elective pr 
of the ſupreme legiſlature, ſhould continue MW 
{trained to certain inhabitants of Great-Britan, 
7, that ſo many of the ſubjects of the realm 
reſide out of Great- Britain. On this principk, 
and on this principle only, it is, that I thint 
the colonies ought to be allowed to fend met 
bers to parliament. Diffuſing the right d 


elect 
Ice Locke's Treatiſe on Government. 
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b election will certainly give each part of the 
I empire a better opportunity of laying open 
q grievances, and obtaining redreſs, of acquiring 
1 and removing cauſes of complaint, 
ban they can have while it is confined to ſuch 
Lonly as reſide in Great-Britain, But let it not 
2 imagined, that by increaſing the number of 
b = electors, or adding to the members of the 
E house of Commons, any new rights can be 
eiren to the legiſlature, or that the ſovereign 
= of the legiſlature can be enlarged over 
Eithoſe who were always ſubjects of the realm; 
ſit muſt always have been abſolute and com- 
let over them, and it is not, therefore, capa- 
ble of addition or enlargement. This is the 
paſſage in favour of American repreſentation, 
Ein the pamphlet written by Mr, Grenville, or 
his friend. Do you ſee any thing very abſurd 
3 in it, or that affords much room for ridicule ? 
FRENCHMAN. 

| Truly it ſeems to me to be very rational and 
1 Nor does my dull i imagination enable 
ne to conceive in what manner it can be made 
the object of ridicule. I am therefore impa- 


* to hear the paſſage i in the other pamphlet, 
Fin which, you ſay, this has been done. 


ENGLISH- 


200 |] 
ENGLISHMAN. 


It has indeed been done, notwithſtanding yay 
ſeem to think it impoſlible :---and done too with 
ſo much ſucceſs as to indiſpoſe a great number 
people againſt the meaſure of an American repre- 
ſentation, and make them conceive it to be viſun. 
ary and impracticable, though they were for. 
A paſſage merly inclined to think it reaſonable. The fi 


of another 


famous paſſage in the pamphlet called * Ob/ervatin 
pamphlet - 
in anſwer on a late State of the Nation,” in which th 
to the for- he 2 
mer. foregoing paſſage of the former pamphlet i 
remarked on, is in theſe words. The f. 
cond project of this author | that is, the author 
of the former pamphlet called © The preſn 
State of the Nation,” | is an addition to our u. 
preſentatives by new American members d 
parliament. Not that I mean to condemn fud 
ſpeculative enquiries concerning this great ob- 
ject of the national attention. They may tend 
to clear doubtful points, and poſſibly may lead 
as they have often done, to real improvements 
What I object to, is their introduction into 1 
diſcourſe relating to the immediate ſtate of our 
affairs, and recommending plans of practicl 
government. In this view, I ſee nothing it 
them 
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hem but what is uſual with the author; an 
auempt to raiſe diſcontent in the people of 
3 ngland, to balance thoſe diſcontents the mea- 
res of his friends had already raiſedin America.“ 
Wand the ſecond and principal paſlage is in theſe 
Words. «© Now comes his American repre- 
? F-ntation. Here too, as uſual, he takes no 
1 potice of any difficulty, nor ſays any thing to 
boiate thoſe objections that muſt naturally 
Pie! in the minds of his readers. He throws 
you his politicks as he does his revenue; do 
FT make ſomething of them if you can, Is 
Pot the reader a little aſtoniſhed at the propoſal 
bof an American repreſentation from that quar- 
ſer? It is propoſed merely as a project of ſpe- 
0 Ve improvement; not from the neceſſity 
the caſe, not to add any thing to the autho- 
y of parliament: but that we may afford a 
Prater attention to the concerns of the Ameri- 
; ns, and give them a better opportunity of 
Wating their grievances, and of obtaining re- 
res, 1 am glad to find the author has at 
Eneth diſcovered that we have not given a 
Arcen attention to their concerns, or a proper 
dreſs to their grievances, His great friend 
aud once have been exceedingly diſpleaſed 
Cc with 
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with any perſon, who ſhould have told him, thy 
he did not attend ſufficiently to thoſe concern; 
He thought he did ſo, when he regulated th, 
colonies over and over again: he thought hy 
did ſo, when he formed two general ſyſtem; 
of revenue; one of port-duties, and the othe 
of internal taxation. Theſe ſyſtems ſuppoſed 
or ought to ſuppoſe, the greateſt attention ty 
and the moſt detailed information of, all thei 
affairs. However, by contending for the Ame. 
rican repreſentation, he ſeems at laſt drive [ 
virtually to admit, that great caution ought h I 
be uſed in the exerciſe of al/ our legiſlati 1 
rights over an object ſo remote from our ey A 
and fo little connected with our immedut I 
feelings; that in prudence we ought not to | 
quite ſo ready with our taxes, until we cu h 
ſecure the deſired repreſentation in parliamem 
Perhaps it may be ſome time before this hope 
ſcheme can be brought to perfect maturity; 
although the author ſeems to be no-wiſe awer 
of any obſtructions that lie in the way of uh 
He talks of his union, juſt as he does of hifi 
taxes and his ſavings, with as much ſang rl 
and eaſe, as if his wiſh and the enjoymet 


were exactly the fame thing. He appears i 
| 0 


a 
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5 o have troubled his head with the infinite diffi- 
eule of ſettling that repreſentation on a fair 
palance of wealth and numbers throughout the 
en provinces of America and the Weſt- 
Indies, under ſuch an infinite variety of cir- 
cumſtances. It coſts him nothing to fight with 
þ ature, and to conquer the order of Providence, 
which manifeſtly oppoſes itſelf to the poſſibility 
bot ſuch 4 parliamentary union, 


| « But let us, to indulge his paſſion for pro- 
Kt: and power, ſuppoſe the happy time arrived, 
I when the author comes into the miniſtry, and 
1 to realize his ſpeculations. The writs are 
aued for electing members for America and 
de Weſt-Indies. Some provinces receive them 
1 fix weeks, ſome in ten, ſome in twenty. A 
3 may be loſt, and then ſome provinces 
x hay not receive them at all, But let it be, that 
1 Fey all receive them at once, and in the ſhorteſt 


| $ 
Ee A proper ſpace mult be given for pro- 
f Emation and for the election; ſome weeks at 


1 &:ft, But the members are choſen ; and, if ſhips 
* Fe ready to fail, in about ſix more they arrive in 
ondon. In the mean time the parliament has 
Bt, and buſineſs has been far advanced without 
| Cc2 American 


nc 


10 
(0 
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American repreſentatives. Nay, by this time . 
it may happen that the parliament is diſſobei 
and then the members ſhip themſelves agu 
to be again elected. The writs may arrive i 
America, before the poor members of a parla ; 
ment in which they never ſat, can arrive at te 
ſeveral provinces. A new intereſt is form I 
and they find other members are choſen v 
they are on the high ſeas. But, if the m- 
and members arrive together, here is at bel; bi 
new trial of {kill amongſt the candidates, 1 
one ſet of them have well aired themſelves vi J 
their two voyages of 6009 miles. I 


« However, in order to facilitate every ti 
to the author, we will ſuppoſe them all on 1 
more elected, and ſteering again to Old En 2 
land, with a good heart, and a fair weſt 
wind in their ſtern. On their arrival, they fin . 
all in a hurry and buſtle; in and out; condo 
ance and congratulation ; the crown is demili{ſl 
Another parliament is to be called. Away ba Z 
to America again on a fourth voyage, ard vu 
third election. Does the author mean to mui 
our kings as immortal in their perſonal as in ti 
politic character? or, whilſt he bountifully ads þ 
to their life, will he take from them their p! {| 
| rogat Y 


8 
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gave of diſſolving parliaments, in favour of 
the American union? or are the American 
Wrepeoſentatives to be perpetual, and to feel neither 
demiſes of the crown, nor diſſolutions of par- 
3 nament f 
Y « But theſe things may be granted to him, 
| E ithout bringing him much nearer to his point. 
| hat does he think of re- election? is the 


a Anerican member the only one who is not to 
| Wake a place, or the only one to be exempted 


from the ceremony of re-election? How will 
1 mn great politician preſerve the rights of electors, 
{ he fairneſs of returns, and the privilege of the 
| x ouſe of Commons, as the ſole judge of ſuch 
Konteſts ? It would undoubtedly be a glorious 
4 Peturns, from Boſton and Barbadoes, from Phi- 
La. and Jamaica, the members returned, 
nd the petitioners, with all their train of attor- 
: dies, ſollicitors, mayors, ſelect- men, provoſt- 
| 5 arſhals, and about five hundred or a thouſand 
| Þ itneſſes, come to the bar of the Houſe of 
| Lommons. Poſſibly we might be interrupted 
In the enjoyment of this pleaſing ſpectacle, if a 
Par ſhould break out, and our conſtitutional 
ſt, loaded with members of parliament, re- 
turning 


# 
— "0% 
A 
— 
1 
30 
- "60 
45 
"2 
8 
A 
85 
= 
+4420 
2 
og 
ne 
oe 
* 
= 
D "3 
1 
8 
8 
PR 
4 ” q 
* 
77 
2 
= 


en to have eight or ten petitions, or double 


= 5 —— Sr on oo. 


1 .206 ] 


turning officers, petitioners, and witneſſes, th 
electors and elected, ſhould become a Prize þ 
the French or. Spaniards, and be conveyed þ 
Carthagena or to La Vera Cruz, and from thei 
perhaps to Mexico or Lima, there to rem 
until a cartel for members of parliament c 
be ſettled, or until the war is ended, 


e In truth, the author has little ſtudied thi 
buſineſs; or he might have known, that ſon 
of the moſt conſiderable provinces of Americy J aS 
ſuch for inſtance as Connecticut and Maſh. 
chuſſetts Bay, have not in each of them tw 
men who can afford, at a diſtance from thei 
eſtates, to ſpend a thouſand pounds a ye 
How can thefe provinces be repreſented at Wet": 
minſter ? If their province pays them, they ar" 
American agents, with falaries, and not ind 
pendent members of parliament. It is tru 
that formerly in England members had falaris 
from their conſtituents ; but they all had fals 
ries, and were all, in this way, upon a pit 
If theſe American repreſentatives have no {al 
ries, then they muſt add to the lift of our pen. 
ſioners and dependants at court, or they mul 
ſtarve, There is no alternative. 


« Enougl 
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1 Enough of this viſionary union; in which 
| op extravagance appears without any fancy, 
pd the judgement is ſhocked without any thing 
Þ refreſh the imagination. It looks as if the 
: thor had dropped down from the moon, 
. Pithout any knowledge of the general nature 
) df this globe, of the general nature of its in- 
abitants, without the leaſt acquaintance with 
| e affairs of this country. Governour Pownal 
Das handled the fame ſubject. To do him 
F ſtice, he treats it upon far more rational prin- 
* of ſpeculation, and much more like a 
Man of buſineſs. He thinks (erroneouſly, 1 
! Konceive ; but he does think) that our legiſla- 
rights are incomplete without ſuch a repre- 
Wentation. It is no wonder, therefore, that he 
endeavours by every means to obtain it. Not 
ſic our author, who is always on velvet, he 
$ aware of ſome difficulties; and he propoſes 
Wome ſolutions. But nature is too hard for both 
N heſe authors; and America is, and ever will be, 
Vithout actual repreſentation in the Houſe of 
Commons; nor will any miniſter be wild enough 
ven to propoſe ſuch a repreſentation in parlia- 
ent; however he may chuſe to throw out that 
oed, together with others equally far from 
his 


E 


his real opinions and remote from his defipng 
merely to fall in with the different views, MM 
captivate the affections, of different ſorts of men" 


This is the whole of what that Ingenioy 
writer has alledged in oppoſition to the meaſyr 
of an American repreſentation. Are you cn 
vinced by it that the meaſure is impracticable? 


FRENCHMAN. 


By no means: though I confeſs I have bee . 
much entertained by the lively manner in which 1 
the author treats the ſubject, and the odd cir 


cumſtances of diſtreſs and diſappointment in| 
which he has contrived to throw the new Ame” 
rican repreſentatives which his antagoniſt hu 


propoſed to admit into the Britiſh parliament | 


The picture of a French privateer intercepting 


a cargo of American legiſlators in time of wa 


is particularly diverting, as well as their dilap * 


pointment, upon other occaſions, at finding 
upon their firſt landing in England, that the 
parliament they were ſummoned to attend 1s 4 
an end by a ſudden and capricious diſſolution 
or by the unexpected death of the king. Bu 
theſe misfortunes are extremely improbable, a 

x rath 
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5 dither almoſt impoſſible, and therefore 'are no- 
1 Feal objections to, the plan. And, even if they 
ere likely to happen upon the author's ſup- 
q Padon of an exact reſemblance between the 
1 anner and times of electing the American 
1 members and thoſe of electing the members 
oben in Great-Britain, yet it would be eaſy to 
Provide againſt them by varying the times and 
anner of the elections in America in a few 
Wircumſtances that would no way affect the free- 
om and independency of the Britiſn Houſe of 
: dommons, or diminiſh its utility. For example, 

bead of ſending the king's writ of ſummons, 
1 croſs the Atlantick ocean, to the ſeveral colo- 
5 1 es in America to elect members to a new par- 
| ament, his Majeſty might give his American 
Ponies a general power of chuſing their mem- 
1 ers eyery year on a certain day appointed for 
2 purpoſe; and the members then choſen, 

: hey were reſident in America at the time of 
Peir election, might be ordered to repair to Eng- 
] Ind immediately after to attend ſuch parliament, 
parliaments, asſhould be aſſembled in England 
ring the year for which they had been choſen, 
Without being liable to have their ſeats made 
1 either by a diſſolution of the parliament or 
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by the king's death. This proviſion would ay 
all the pretended difficulties arifing from i 
length of time that would be neceſſary to {ey 
the king's writ acroſs the Atlantick ocean, ay 
for the ſubſequent election, and the return oj 
to the. parliament, with the members elected 
purſuance of it. For by this means the kin; 
writ would never be ſent to America, thou 
the elections in England and Scotland might with 
carried on in purſuance of ſuch writs in HM 
uſual manner. And the other objections (af 
by this author might, I dare ſay, be as calh be 
removed by ſome other proviſions of the fn 1 
kind, | 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I am intirely of your opinion, that the ode t 
objections above-mentioned to this meaſured t 
an American repreſentation might be remon{i 
by ſome ſuch eaſy precautions as thoſe you hut 
above propoſed, which I intirely approve. l 
deed I am fo much pleaſed with your noti 
of chuſing the Americans every year on ag 
day without the formality of the king's w 
that J could wiſh it were adopted in G5 
Britain itſelf, where 1 it could be attended, in! 

oil 
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ono, with none but the moſt ſalutary con- 
Wequences. But that is an improvement of the 
Fonſtitution of that country which, for reaſons 

| » long to be entered into at preſent, there is 

Pot the leaſt ground to hope for. But thoſe 

Neaſons do not relate to America, or at leaſt, 

Pot to ſtrongly as to Great-Britain : and there- 

pre I ſhould imagine a proviſion of this kind 

7 pig be readily adopted with reſpect to the 
merican colonies, ſuppoſing this meaſure of 
ö n American repreſentation was ever to be ſeri- 

f fully undertaken, And, if it were adopted, I 
Pould ſuppoſe that ſome day in the middle of 
Yummer, (as for example, Midſummer-day it- 
Elf, that is, the twenty-fourth of June, or the 
1 it of July, or the firſt of Auguſt,) would be the 
tr Polt proper for theſe W elections; becauſe 
1 Pat i is the ſeaſon of the year during which the 
orWn2liſh parliament is almoſt always in a ſtate 
hl 33 and receſs from publick buſineſs, 
bach ſeldom begins before the middle of No- 
oumber, and often not till towards the end of 
e eary. Now, if the American members 
uu ere to be elected on the twenty- fourth day of 
ne, or the firſt of July, in every year, or even 
ini late as the firſt of Auguſt, it is morally certain 
We | . that 
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that they themſelves, if they were in Amer 
at the time of their election, or, if they we 
then in England, their commiſſions to be 9 
repreſentatives of the colonies that had cho 
them, or the inſtruments (whatever might k 5 
the form of them,) whereby their elections 
parliament would be authentically notified, me 
always be in England before the firſt of H 
November, or rather of the October, tollowiny . 
And, to guard againſt the accidents to wh 
voyages by ſea are always liable, there mig 
be two or three original draughts of the wil 
commiſſions, or inſtruments, all executed in tx 
ſame manner, and conſequently of equal autbe 
ticity, ſent over to England at the ſame time ſh 
different ſhips, ſo that, if one or two of tha 
were loſt at ſea, or taken by an enemy, ij 
another might ſtill arrive in England in dt F 
time of ſufficient validity to authorize the pen 
mentioned in it to take his ſeat in parliamet. 1 
As for the members themſelves, they woll L 
probably for the moſt part be reſident in En 5 
land, at leaſt after their firſt election to the off 
(as the agents for the American colonies ha 
uſually been,) and, if they gave ſatisfaction b 


their conſtituents, would be choſen over wif 
— on 


1 

over again by their reſpective colonies in their 
abſence. And thus the dreadful danger of the 
W French privateer that might intercept a whole 
get of theſe repreſentatives in their paſſage to 
b England, which Was painted in ſuch lively 
colours by this witty writer, would be avoided. 


And further, to prevent the poſſibility of 
Y America's being left without repreſentatives in 
5 parliament by any ſuppoſed accidents, however 
improbable, arifing from the uncertainty of 
We winds and waves, it might be proper, if no new 
| 4 commiſſions came over at the uſual time from 
we colonies for which the American members 
7 were choſen, to let them continue to fit in par- 
IS liament beyond the year for which they had 
been choſen, and till ſuch new commiſſions 
F& ſhould arrive. | 


he proviſion you have ſuggeſted to avoid 
the inconveniences ariſing from ſudden diſſolu- 
tons of the parliament, or the unexpected de- 
mile of the crown, namely, that the ſeats of 
che American repreſentatives ſhould not be va- 
cated by theſe events, but only ſuſpended till 
the meeting of another parliament, ſeems to 
| have occurred to this ingenious writer, but, in 
the 
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the heat of controverſy, to have been diſn. Wt 
proved by him. For he aſks, with a fort a 
triumphant indignation, © whether the Ame. E 
te can repreſentatives are to be perpetual, an 
© to feel neither demiſes of the crown, ny 
ce diflolutions of parliament,” as if the ver 
ſtating ſuch a propoſal were a ſufficient proof 
of its abſurdity. But it is probable he wol na 
have conſidered this as leſs abſurd if he hu 
thought of the other part of the proviſion ya 
ſuggeſted, namely, that the American repre 
ſentatives were to be choſen anew every jeu 
For this renders this new privilege, of retaining 
their right to fit in the next parliament withou 
a re- election, a matter of very little conſequence 
And for this reaſon they ought likewiſe to b 
permitted to retain their ſeats in parliamen 
after taking a place, as well as upon a diſſol 
tion of the parliament, or a demiſe of the crown. 
For, if their conſtituents were diſpleaſed at thei 
conduct in ſo doing, they might chuſe anothe 
perſon in their ſtead in the following ſummer. 
The permitting a member whoſe conduct had 
not anſwered their expectations, to retain hs 
ſeat in parliament for only one year, could nd 
do them any material prejudice, nor give them 
much cauſe of offence, 


1 ndeed 
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indeed this: proviſion, of chufing the mem 


ber anew n _ would have very extenſive 


1 


n ee upon choke acne. and 
e oblige them to conſult their welfare 
end conform in a good mealure to their incli- 
nations, inſtead of ſacrificing their intereſts to 
ie miniſters of ſtate for the time being, in ex- 
= for places or other emoluments for them- 
8 {clves. This fort of treachery in the members 
Z What would be choſen into the Britiſh parlia- 
= to repreſent the American colonies, in 
caſe an American repreſentation were to take 
z ae, is what, I know, the Americans are very 
much afraid of, and is conſidered by them as 
Na ſtrong objection to the meaſure. Sir Francis 
Bernard, who was for many years governour of 
the province of the Maſſachuſets Bay, ſays in 
his 13th letter dated from Boſton (where he 
then reſided as governour, ) in January, 1768, 
(which he himſelf afterwards publiſhed in 
London in the year 1774,) that it has been a 
E ſerious objection in his province to the meaſure 
| of an American repreſentation, © that the Ame- 
ran repreſentatives would be ſubject to undue 
. ne. 
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influence. And he relates in the fame letter 
farcaſtick ſpeech of an old member of the x; 
ſembly of that province (whoſe name and chu. 
rater, he ſays, were well known in England 
made in the aſſembly upon the mention of thi 
meaſure of an American repreſentation, which yz 
a proof of his ſenſe of the force of this objection, 
This old member ſaid to the aſſembly, that, a 
© they were determined to have repreſentative, 
&« he begged leave to recommend to them a merchant 
ce who would undertake to carry their repreſen. 
« tatives to England for half what they wull 
ell for when they arrived there.” But thi 
apprehenſion is greatly diminiſhed, and almdſ 
annihilated, by the proviſion you have ſuggeſted 
of chuſing theſe repreſentatives every year. 


FRENCHMAN. 


1 think this propoſal, of chuſing the Amer- 
can members every year on a fixt day, with the 
other proviſions that have been mentioned 
would compleatly avoid the objections of thi 
eloquent writer to the meaſure of an Amerian 
repreſentation ariſing from the delay of ſending 
the king's writ of ſummons to America, and 


N the return of it to Great- Britain, and 
{rom 
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om the dangers of the neceſſary ſea-voyages, 
a from the accidents of an unexpected diſſo- 
Z Pon of the parliament, or the demiſe of the 
1 brown, and even the much more ſubſtantial 
7 jpedions of the Americans themſelves ariſing - 
Won the danger of their members being ſe- 
Wuced by emoluments received from the court 
W betray the intereſts of their conſtituents. But 
Where is another difficulty or two ſuggeſted by 
bt is ingenious author, in the paſſage you juſt 
Wow read to me, which we have not yet con- 
Edered. Now, as he is a perſon of ſuch emi- 
Went abilities and ſo diſtinguiſhed a reputation, 
| ſhould be glad you would give me your opi- 
Pon upon thoſe difficulties as well as the former, 
it at I may ſee whether they are any thing more 
pan, what J ſuſpect them to be, a ſplendid, 
Iut harmleſs, meteor raiſed by the heat of his 
br owerful imagination and eloquence. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


. what are theſe difficulties? for I do 
It immediately recolle& them. 


FRENCHMAN. | 

One of them is the difficulty of determining 
nteſted elections. He aſks, . bow it will be 
1 Ee poſſible 
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Poſſible to preſerne'the rights of eleftors, the ſu . 
neſs of. returns and the privilege of the Houſe i A 
Cammiens as the fole judge of fuch conteſts. A 
he then adopts theſe words. It would u 
doubtedly be a glorious: fight to have eight or H. 
petitions, or double returns, from Boſon a 
Barbados, from Philadelphia and Jumaica, vi 
members returned, and the petitioners with A 
their train of attornies, ſollicitors, mayors, ſell 
men, provoſt-marſbals, and about five bundrelelf 
a thouſand witneſſes, come to the bar of the Hu 
of Commons. Could you not find ſome yy 
of avoiding this formidable difficulty, or radu 
army of difhculties, which this author thi 
marſhals in array of battle againſt our e 


ENGLISH MAN. 


There is nothing more eaſy than to get i 
of this difficulty upon the ſuppoſition of i 
annual election of American repreſentatives 
the manner you have adviſed. For then 
may obſerve, in the firſt place, that it would 
a matter of no great importance whether ca 

teſted elections were rightly determined or u 

The conteſted elections are always a very im 


number in compariſon with thoſe concern 
| 15 


z L 29 ] 

ich chere is ub vontelt. And it would little 
N [2 the intereſts of either Great- Britain or 
Wh mcrica, if, out of fourſcore members (for 
Nat is the number which I think it would be 
W-:fonable to allow the American colonies, in- 
Wiuding the Weſt-India iſlands, to return to the 
in Houſe of Commons, if this meaſure of 
b n American repreſentation were to take place,) 
Wc or fix were to retain their ſeats in parliament 
Wor one year only, though they had been choſen 
Wy only a minority of their conſtituents, and had 
een falſely returned, by the officers who pre- 
* at the elections, to have been choſen by 
He majority: ſo that it would be a ſafe, as well 
nan eaſy, practice, upon the ſuppoſition of 
Wieſe annual elections, to admit at once the 
Pember that was returned, without any inquiry 
efore the Houſe of Commons into the merits 
f the election. And in the caſe of a double 
urn, ſome equally ſummary, and even arbi- 
, method might be taken to determine 
ſich of the two members ſhould keep his 
at, without any material prejudice to the in- 
reſt of the publick, becauſe of the ſhortneſs 
che time for which the election would have 
een made. As to the private injury done to 
Ee 2 s the 
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conduct of the returning officer, that mig (1 
_ compenſated in the ſame manner as all d 
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the perſon who would have been unjuſtly a 
cluded from his ſeat in parliament by the yl 


private injuries, to wit, by an action on the bs | 
for damages againſt the returning officer or «i 
perſons by whom the injury had been com 
ted. And thus your proviſion, -of having thy . N 
elections renewed every year, would rei 
theſe election- difficulties of little or no impn 3 
ance to the publick, and conſequently make E | 
fair determination of them become unneceſly : 


But, ſecondly, this proviſion of yours wal bU | 
probably have a ſtil] better effect. For it wal F | 
prevent theſe difficulties. There would be! 3 
falſe returns, nor double returns, nor anp in Z 


elections, ſo long as the members were to : | 
choſen only for a year. It would not be wat 2 
the while of either the candidates or the 
turning officers to incur the odium, or em 
themſelves to the penalties, that always at" 
ſuch practices, for the chance of a' ſeat in ii 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons for only one yea. 


And 
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And, thirdly, the method in which, J appre- 

E: Pend, theſe American repreſentatives would be 

oben, would intirely preclude all poſſibility 

f theſe falſe or double returns, or other diffi- 

ties concerning their elections. For they 

Vould be choſen, I preſume, (at leaſt I think 

BY h ey ought. to be ſo,) by the aſſemblies of the 

WEcveral colonies: and the members. of every 
2 pſſembly, when they voted for one of theſe re- 
reſentatives, ſhould ſign a commiſſion, or rather, 
| . (as we obſerved before,) two or three draughts 
Por a commiſſion, impowering him to repreſent 
E ſthem i in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons for the 
Z ace of one year and for ſuch further time as 
could elapſe before another ſuch commiſſion 
| Wſhould be received in England. And the ſpeaker 
Wof the houſe of aſſembly, and the ſecretary of 
| q the province, or ſome other publick officer, or 
| E officers, of note in the province, ſhould atteſt 
? the ſignatures to the commiſſion, or declare that 
: they ſaw the members of the aſſembly make 
chem. And no repreſentative ſhould be deemed 


W'izncd by a majority, not only of the members 
Jof the aſſembly preſent at the election, but of 
Tall the members of which the aſſembly is com- 
poſed, 
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Wo be elected unleſs his commiſſion had been 
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poſed. * By this manner of electing theſe repre. 
ſentatives I preſume it would be next to impoſii ie 
chat any conteſts concerning the elections ſhowy 

atiſe, S0 that I think we have ſufficiently a.. 
ſwered this objection of the ingenious Writer 
which is grounded on the difficulty of dete. 
mining the elections that * happen to d 
conteſted. 


But, 1 think, you hinted at another objeca 

ſtarted by this author to this plan of an America 
repreſentation. Pray, let us now conſider i; 
that nothing that has been alledged by a gent: 
man of ſuch eminent abilities my be paſſed oi 
withcut notice. 


FRENCHMAN. 3 

This laſt objection (for I recollect no other A 

is the difficulty of finding proper perſons to E 
repreſentatives for the American colonies in th A 
parliament of Great-Britain, The author ſa 
* that fome of the moſt confiderable province: nM 
Amerita, as, for inſtance, Connecticut and Maſ. 
thuſets Bay, have not in each of them two ml 
who can afford, at à diſtance from their ſtats 
to ſpend a thouſand pounds a year.” And there 


1 88 he exclaims, Hsu can theſe provinces h 
repreſents 


b bed al — I tbeir province pays 
en, they are American agents, with ſalanias, 
3 Ly ths independent members of parliament. Tt 
. bon that formerly: in England members had 


6s frum ther conſirtuents ; but they all bad 


. Luaries, and were all, in tbis. Way, Upon a par, 
b If theſe American reprefentatives have no ſalaries, 
Win they muſt add to the liſt of our penſonors and 
1 hendants at court, or they muſt ſlarue. There 
1 alternative.” What ſay you to this diffi- 


E. which, I muſt own, does not appear to 


ee to deſerve fo. much ſtreſs as the author lays 
; bn it. For I ſhould i imagine it would be far 


j From difficult to find a ſufficient number of very 
Wit perſons who would be willing to repreſent 


bac American me! in parliament. 
| ENGLISHMAN. 
| 133 agree with you that it would be by 


no means difficult to find ſuch perſons, even 


Ppon a ſuppoſition that they were to receive no 
Paares from their conſtituents. But upon this 
Pead E differ totally from this writer. For 1 


phould wiſh that they might receive ſalaries 
from the colonies for which they ſerved ;—and 


Fhundfome ones toc,—not leſs than £.1600 ſter- 
ling 
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ner dependant on their conſtituents: from the 


his wages from his conſtituents during the wholt 


liament who did ſo, He ſerved his conſtituent 
with punctuality and affection, and conftanth 
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ling a year, if their conſtituents could affyy 
to allow them ſo much :----and for this pl 
reaſon, that they might not be under a temyy, 
tion to accept emoluments from another quarte 
I ſee nothing diſhonourable, nor dangerous 9 
the publick welfare, in their being in this may 


* 
1 


obligation of gratitude, any more than in thei 
dependance on them, in the manner aboye. 
mentioned, from a motive of a different kin 
by means of the annual return of their eleCtion, 
Both circumſtances would confpire to keep the 
connection between them and their conſtituent 
as cloſe as poſſible, which otherwiſe, from the 
diſtance at which they would be removed fron 
each other, might be in danger of being te 
laxed. And it is remarkable that the man who 
moſt diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the long para 
ment of king Charles II. as an inflexibly honel 
man and a faithful and diligent member of par 
liament, I mean Andrew Marvell, the membe 
for Kingſton upon Hull in Yorkſhire, received 


time; and was the only man in the whole pat- 


wrote 
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3 rote them an account of the principal pro- 
1 eedings in parliament, and of the part he had 
ken in them: and they on their part had a 
J Rong ſenſe of his fidelity and diligence in their 
3 &rvice, and the general integrity of his cha- 
1 Fr: - ſo; that their conduct with reſpect to 


| Wattern of the connection which We to 
Wbſiſt between an upright member of parlia- 
nt and his conſtituents. 


1 A | Bu . may perhaps be further objected, that 
would be too great a burthen of expence 
pon many of the colonies, eſpecially the nor- 
bern ones, to pay their repreſentatives in par- 
| | ment ſuch wages or ſalaries as would be 
E deceſſary to induce them to undertake the 
Wffice, and to enable them to maintain a decent 
Wppcarance in England while they reſided there 
the diſcharge of it; which could not well 
Ie leſs, as I above remarked, than £.1000 
8 terling a Jer fo each repreſentative. 


J Now, in anſwer to this objection, fit may 
e obſerved in the firſt place, that many of the 
American provinces, as, for inſtance, the Weſt- 
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India iſlands, the Carolinas, Virginia, May. 
land, and Penſylvania, could well enough 
afford this expence of a few thouſand pound 
a year to reward the ſervices of their repreſy, 
tatives. And, if they could afford it, it woul 
certainly be money extremely well laid oy 
and*would be returned to them with advantay 
by the zeal and activity with which their i 
tereſts would be ſupported in parliament. 


And, ſecondly, as to thoſe colonies whid 
could not well afford ſuch an expence, it my 
be anſwered, that they could eaſily find pern 
who would undertake the honourable employ 
ment without any pecuniary recompence. 


I know it will here be ſaid, and wich tui. 
(as it has been by the eloquent author abort 
mentioned) that there is not on the continen 


of North-America, or at leaſt in the northenl Fl 
half of it, an order of gentry, as in Old Eder 
land, that is, of perſons of liberal education 
and eaſy patrimonial fortunes ſufficient to ore 


able them to undertake honourable offices ft 
the ſervice of their country without any pe 
3 niary advantage; that the richeſt people amm 
| then 
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1 eir trade without running the riſque of being 
ined ;---that their landholders, though many 
L bf them own large tracts of land of thirty or 
b ty thouſand acres, yet are either forced to 
ep their land in their own hands, and culti- 
W:tc it by negroe ſlaves, which requires their 
Wn continual preſence and ſuperintendance ; 
2 if they let it to tenants, to let it at ſuch 
Ney low rates, that they are unable to under- 
ee ſo expenſive an employment as that of a 
Weommiſſioner to the Britiſh parliament without 
@ falary ;---and therefore that theſe colonies 
ill not be able to procure ſuch commiſ- 
Woners 


| But to this it may be anſwered, in the firſt 


der of gentry very evidently riſing up, that 
a couple of generations will produce a con- 

derable number of perſons of ſufficient patri- 
honial fortunes for the purpoſe here mentioned; 
ore eſpecially in the provinces of New York 
nd Ney Jerſey, where the Engliſh law of in- 
ertance by primogeniture takes place. 


Ff 2 And, 


Jem are their merchants, who cannot neglect. 


Wlace, that in ſome of thoſe colonies there is an 


Y 
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e 
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7 And, ſecondly, ſuppoſing that there nee e 
0 now is, nor ever will be in time to come, if 


the colonies themſelves a ſufficient number 5 | 
perſons able and willing to undertake ty, 
employments gratis, yet there are number, ii 
gentlemen in England who would be glad , | 
undertake them, and would eſteem themſehi 
highly honoured by the colonies which (ill 
think fit to chuſe them; and many of the Y 
gentlemen might be as fit for theſe emply b 
ments, and as likely to ſerve their conſtituei 
with zeal and fidelity, as the natives of Ame 
themſelves. Three ſorts of perſons occur iii 
me upon this occaſion as ay to anſwer til 
deſcription. 


The firſt ſort conſiſts of ſuch perſons as kn J 
been governours, or lieutenant-governours, oi 
chief juſtices, or commanders of garriſons of 
of regiments, or officers of the Crown in ul 
other office of truſt or importance, and wi 

have gained the confidence and good opinni 
of the inhabitants of the colonies in which t 
have ſerved during their continuance in th 
offices, but are fince returned to England 


: _—_ the remainder of their days in their nat 
count! 


| [ 289 ] 
WW. untry, Theſe gentlemen would be well ac- 
3 * with the circumſtances of the colonies 
E they had belonged to, their conſtitutions, genius, 
iss, and trade, and would be the moſt able 
j Band intelligent commiſſioners in patliament that 
| hey could chuſe: and it may well be ſuppoſed 
bat they would likewiſe retain an affection for 
8 Ine people amongſt whom they had ſpent a 
Weconſiderable part of their lives, and from whom 
= had received ſo honourable a mark of 
confidence and eſteem. 


3 
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| | The ſecond ſort conſiſts of the Engliſh mer- 
= 33 reſiding at London or elſewhere in 
f ngland, who trade to the ſeveral colonies in 
| merica, Theſe perſons would underſtand at 
Wat the mercantile intereſts of the colonies 
Whey traded to, and would be ſincerely con- 
Wecerned for their welfare, with which their own 
aeereſts would have fo cloſe a connection; as 
* experienced at the time of the repeal of 
be ſtamp- act, and for ſome years after, in the 
pal with which the London merchants con- 
cerned in the trade to America ſupported the 
men claims of the Americans. And there is 
no doubt that theſe Engliſh merchants would 
gladly 


230 J 
gladly undertake the office of commiſſioners q 
the colonies, to which they traded, in the hy. 
tiſh parliament without a ſalary. 


The third ſet of perſons who would, 4; 
conceive, be glad to undertake theſe emply. | 
ments without a ſalary, are Engliſh gentlen» | 
of independent fortune; who would, as I con. 
jecture, employ part of their wealth in the pu- 
chaſe of landed eſtates in the American colon 
and would go and reſide upon them for a fe | 
years, in order to acquire a knowledge of the . 
concerns of the provinces in which they we 
ſituated, and recommend themſelves to tri 

inhabitants of thoſe provinces as fit perſons b 
repreſent them in the Britiſh parliament. Thi 
would be of advantage to the provinces in N 
which theſe purchaſes were made, in two rr. 

ſpects: firſt, by the money it would bring in 
thoſe provinces to make the purchaſes with, a | 
which would quicken trade and induſtry : au 
ſecondly, by promoting a friendly intercour: 
between the inhabitants of thoſe provinces and 
thoſe of Great-Britain, when the ſame perſon 
would often be proprietors of land in botluch 
countries, and conſequently would have occalio 
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to 0 go from the one to the other to inſpe& the 
diton of their property, which would 
| 4 oubtleſs be followed by perſonal friendſhips 
between the reſidents of both countries and 


25 that ought by no means to be diſregarded 
two remote branches of the ſame nation 


3 bomin ion. 


From ſome of theſe three claſſes of men re- 
I in Great-Britain, the Americans would 


T. and faithful commiſſioners to repre- 
ent them in the Britiſh parliament. 


| 


4 = 
5” 
4 A 


| Theſe are my reaſons for thiokin g chat there 


5 * be no difficulty in finding a ſufficient 


| 1 under of fit perſons to repreſent the American 
N Folonies 1 in parliament. 


FRENCHMAN. 


I think you have made it very plain that 
Buch perſons might eaſily be found. And thus 

ve have got rid of all the objections made to 
; the 


| : heir reſpective families, and often by inter- 
marriages; which are grounds and means of 


2 fincerely deſire to continue under the ſame 


Always be able to chuſe a ſufficient number of 
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the meaſure of an American repreſentation by 
this celebrated author. But, pray, inform n 
what are the objections made to it by that che 
learned writer whom you mentioned ſome tin 
ago, and whom I think you called Dom. 
Tucker? For I am curious to know ten 
thing that has been ſaid againſt a meaſure ty 
| hitherto appears to me to be at once ſo ah 
practicable, and fo highly beneficial to all pain, (i, 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Dr. Tucker's objections are grounded {zh 
on his opinion of the ill temper of the Ant- 
cans, and their indiſpoſition to ſubmit to th 
authority of the Britiſh parliament upon ay 
terms or conditions that can poſſibly be # 
poſed. In this way of thinking he inſiſts pd 
tively that, if the Americans were permit 
to ſend members to the Britiſh parliament, al 
were actually to ſend them, yet they wal 
ſtill find ſome pretence or other to refuſe to 
obedience to it's acts. He therefore ti 
that the wiſeſt ſtep Great-Britain can tale wi 
reſpect to the Americans, ſince ſhe finds i. 


impracticable to govern them, is to turn the 
| 


F209 1 


: * and give them full liberty to ſet up for them- 
elves as independent ſtates, with ſuch forms of 
Wovernment as they themſelves ſhall think fit 
Who adopt. 


FRENCHMAN. 


= This ſcems to be a haſty way of proceeding, 
b nd ought, methinks, to be poſtponed till ſome 
4 &ttempts have been made to reconcile the con- 
ending parties, either by this, or ſome other, 
ban of an union or agreement, and have been 
L Wound to be ineffectual. The mutual benefits 
Wing to both from their preſent connection, 
1 as it may be, ſeem to be too great to 


& thus peeviſhly thrown away. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I believe moſt people are of that opinion. 
Wut the doctor is a man of a warm temper, 
pd who eagerly purſues what appears to him 
be the truth, how different ſoever it may be 
om the ſentiments of other men. And upon 
is ſubject he is confident that he has exa- 
ned all the other methods of acting which 
reat-Britain can purſue with reſpe& to the 
merican colonies, and has found them to be 


G eg attended 


Ln] : 
attended with much greater inconvenieng, 
than his plan of a voluntary ſeparation. 


FRENCHMAN. 


But does he give no reaſons in ſupport 
his opinion, that the Americans would ref 
to pay obedience to the Britiſh Parliament, 
they themſelves had been permitted, and hi 
conſented, to ſend members to it? For, x 
the experiment has not yet been tried, he ci 
hardly expect to make converts to this opinin, 
without alledging ſome plauſible argument 
its favour. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I do not recollect that he alledges any ot 
circumſtance in ſupport of this opinion, belids 
the uneaſy and turbulent conduct of the Ame 
ricans of late years in oppoſition to the a 
thority of parliament, with reſpect to te 
ſtamp- act and ſome other exertions of it oi 
m_ 


FRENCHMAN. 
1 cannot think that to be a ſatisfactory Wi 
of reaſoning. For, though they have reli 


all 
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in authority which they think unlawful and 
| . grounded, it does not follow that they 
would reſiſt an authority which they would 
bare acknowledged to be legal, and in the 
erection and conſtitution of which they would 
zwe had a ſhare ; which would be the caſe 
? With the Britiſh parliament when they ſhould 
[ | ave ſent repreſentatives to fit and vote in it. 


3 


ENGLISH MAN. 


1 1 agree with you that this reaſoning is by 
. means concluſive: and therefore, notwith- 
| ſanding the doQtor's ſuggeſtion, I muſt ill 
uke the liberty to wiſh, that this experiment 
ad been tried by admitting a competent num- 
ber of members from the American colonies 
Into the Britiſh parliament. But this is what 
deſpair of ever ſeeing, becauſe (as I obſerved 
dme time ago) there is a viſible diſinclina- 
lon in both the parties, the inhabitants of 
vreat-Britain as well as thoſe of America, to 
ome into ſuch a meaſure, 


FRENCHMAN. 


It is much to be lamented, that there ſhould 
e ſuch a diſinclination to adopt what ſeems 
Gg 2 to 


| 
| 
| 
0 
f 


| Grenville and Dr. Franklin; and when te 


but what they are, I proteſt I am unable! 


Britain, a degree of pride and contempt ot! 


33 


to be the only method of producing a lafiy # 
reconciliation between theſe two great ban a 
of the Britiſh empire. Nor is it leſs a mats: 
of ſurpriſe to me, that there ſhould be fa 
a diſinclination, when the meaſure ſeem; vi 
have had the approbation of two ſuch 
men of the two oppoſite parties as the late); 


objections that have been made to it by |} 1 
Tucker and Mr. Burke appear either to bei 
little weight, or to be fo eaſily capable f 
being removed as we have ſeen. There nu 
ſurely be ſome reaſons which you have u 
yet mentioned, that give occaſion to tl 
ſtran ge averſion. 


ENGLISH MAN. 


1 am inclined to think there are ſuch reaſon! 


>: 
. 


inform you, unleſs they proceed from 2 f 
of mutual jealouſy and diſtruſt in the t 
parties; and, perhaps, on the part of Gt 


Americans, together with an averſion to, i 
dread of, making innovations in her conſtituli 
and, on the part of America, an apprehenli 


that their intereſts would be ſacrificed | 
_ tio 


( 237 J 

| 4 hoſe of Britain, not only by means of the 
. orruption of their repreſentatives by the crown, 
as 1 obſerved before, but alſo by means of the 
5 Woreat ſuperiority of the number of the Britiſh 
| ee in the Houſe of Commons a- 
3 bove thoſe that would be ſent from the Ame- 
1 rican colonies; who, by the largeſt allowance 
q | that has ever been propoſed for that purpoſe 
b © thoſe who have recommended this meaſure, 
Þ would not exceed fourſcore members for all 
America, including the Weſt-India iſlands. 
a theſe are mere conjectures, in which it is 
Wn poſlible I may be miſtaken, there being 
no other reaſons publickly declared and ac- 
3 _ by either of the contending par- 
| Jes againſt this meaſure, beſides thoſe which 
we have already conſidered, and to which we 
Jank we have found ſufficient anſwers. 


FRENCHMAN. 


There is no arguing againſt jealouſy and dil- 
| truſt; and therefore I ſhall trouble you no fur- 
| ther upon the ſubject, except only to aſk you 
one queſtion, which occurs to me in conſe- 
| quence of what you laſt mentioned as an ap- 
W picbenfion which would probably be entertain'd 


by 
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by the Americans, in caſe this meaſure of a 
American repreſentation were likely to be , 
dopted : I mean, the danger that the Americy | 
repreſentatives would be over-borne by the fl. 
periour number of the repreſentatives choſen ſoa 
Great-Britain, in all points in which the inte. 
eſts of America were concerned, Now thi 
brings to my mind the caſe of the Union 
Scotland with England by a ſimilar admiſſon 
of repreſentatives from the former into the pa. 
lament of England, or, as it now called, the 
parliament of Great-Britain, in the beginning 
of the preſent century. Pray, are the men- 
bers for Scotland more than fourſcore in nun- 
ber? and are the intereſts of Scotland facrifci 
to thoſe of England by means of the much 
greater number of repreſentatives for Englani 
of which the Britiſh parliament is compoſed? 
For, if this ſhould be the caſe, I think it woul 
tend to juſtify the apprehenſion you ſuppot 
the Americans to entertain upon this ſubjed: 
but, if otherwiſe, it ought to have the ny 
effect. 


E NG 
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ENGLISH MAN. 


© Your queſtion is a very proper one; and the 
answer to it is both very eaſy and very favour- 
ile to the meaſure we approve. The number 
of members ſent from Scotland to the Britiſh 
l Houſe of Commons is not fourſcore, but on- 
| y forty-five ; and thoſe which are choſen for 


1 


2 oned to thoſe of En Saen by the parliament 
Vof the united kingdom, nor the leaſt partiality 
Wiſhewn in favour of the latter. On the con- 
1 {try the Scots enjoy advantages by the treaty 
Jof union above the Engliſh. For, though the 
4 ertent of their country is more than one fourth 
Epart of the whole iſland of Great · Britain, and 


3 ny part of the people on the whole iſland, 
land the number of their repreſentatives in the 
2255 of Commons is more than one thir- 
Bteenth part of the whole houſe, yet they pay 
Kick than the ſortieth part of the land-tax paid 
bby the whole iſland. And, though the value 
a their lands has, during the laſt thirty years, 


| 


1 wet and Wales are five hundred and thir- 


Ine number of their people is more than 4 


been 
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been conſtantly increaſing at a vaſt rate 
much faſter than that of land in England 
yet no endeavour has been made to incteit 
their proportion of this common burthen. An 
in a great variety of inſtances the intereſt i 4 
Scotland has been conſulted and promoted hy 
the Britiſh parliament, ſince the happy unig 
of the two kingdoms, in a manner that intir. 
ly removes all ſuſpicion of partiality to thi 
diſadvantage. And no one will pretend to d. 
ny that the inhabitants of that part of the ia 
have likewiſe ever enjoyed, and continue fi 
to enjoy, their full ſhare of the favours ofth z 
crown in preferments of various kinds in d 
parts of the Britiſh dominions. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Since this is the caſe with reſpect to 80 
land, and forty-five members choſen for th ; 
country into the Britiſh Houſe of Common 
acting zealouſly for the good of their conl 
tuents and countrymen, have been found, de 
ring the ſpace of ſeventy years which have i 
lapſed ſince the union of the two kingdom 
to be able to procure ſuch advantages for then 


I cannot ſee upon what grounds the Americl 
lol 


I members, ſitting in the fame houſe as repre- 
. ſentatives of them and the inhabitants of the 
weſt-India iſlands, and made more dependent 
1 yay their conſtituents than the Scotch mem- 
bers are upon theirs, by the neceſſity of being 
[ E.novally re-elected, would not be able to pro- 
b cure ſimilar advantages for the colonies for 
P hich they would be choſen. Surely no good 


yealon can be given for their entertaining ſuch 


ENGLISHMAN. 
1 I allow that your concluſion ſeems very fair, 
ind that the Americans ought to reaſon from 
x e caſe of Scotland in the ſame manner that 
Gon do. And I may even go further in fa- 
our of the meaſure we are here conſidering, 


i Fady tried in ſome degree with reſpect to Ame- 
Þ be highly beneficial to it. For, though no 


Pe colonies in America, yet ſeveral of the rich 
oprietors of the Weſt-India iſlands, who have 


ate — — E. + 5 — 


F 


Pa fim, that the experiment has been 5 
Ira itſelf, and that the event has been found 


Pembers have hitherto been choſen by any of 


Elided in England, have been elected into par- 
H h | liament 
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to have had ſufficient influence in parliamey 
to obtain many important favours for that py 


to the trade of America, and have aſcribed 


the admiſſion of a conſiderable number of n 
colonies themſelves, and continually depend 


thoſe colonies againſt any unjuſt or oppreſit 


And yet I am afraid this meaſure will never! 


contending parties, 


1 442 


liament for Engliſh boroughs ; and, even!) 
this mode of admiſſion, they have been though 


of America with which they were connectel 
ſo as even to excite the jealouſy of their nor 
ern neighbours on the continent or Nor. 
America: for the latter have often complaing 
of the partiality ſhewn by the mother-cou¹ 
to the Weſt-India iſlands in matters relati 


to the very circumſtance here mentioned, «| 
their having ſeveral of their principal promt 
tors elected into the Britiſh Houſe of Common 
It ſeems reaſonable therefore to conclude, the 


preſentatives, or commiſſioners, into the Hou 
of Commons, regularly choſen by the fer 


upon them for a re- election the next ye 
could not fail of being an effectual ſecurityt 


proceedings of the parliament of Great-Brita 


adopted: ſo general is the diſinclination towat 
it that ſeems to have taken poſſeſſion of both i 


; FRENC! 
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enen 


I mult again lament that ſuch an unfortunate 
and unaccountable prejudice ſhould prevail 
egainſt ſo uſeful a meaſure. But, fince it does 
il, think the parliament of Great-Britain 
b: oupht to be very ſparing and tender in the uſe 
Wort their authority over the colonies, and, as 
| 5 are conſcious of their own unwillingneſs 
permit the colonies to ſhare in that autho- 
Gi by ſending repreſentatives to fit and vote 


Ing made that moſt juſt and reaſonable requeſt, 
ſd having received a refuſal of it. 


1 N 
8 2 


ENGLISH MAN. 


I intirely agree with you. Good policy, as 
Nell as juſtice, requires that they ſhould treat 
Pe colonies in that manner; and without it! 
m convinced they will not be able to preſerve 
eir authority over them, at leaſt not without 


Paltantly kept up amongſt them, the expence 
[ which, together with the other inconveni- 
ces and dangers attending it, would greatly 
HK cver- 


Prong them, to conſider the colonies as hav- 


e aſſiſtance of a large ſtanding army to be 8 


Equity and 
expedience 
of exerting 


the autho- 


rity of par- 
liament o- 
ver Ameri- 
ca in a very 
ſparingand 
tender 
manner. 


Inconveni- 
ences that 
would at- 
tend an at- 
tempt to 
Overn 
North-A- 
merica by 
means of a 
ſtanding 
army. 
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 over-balance the advantages reſulting from wi 
a poſſeſſion of them. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Such an, Such a poſſeſſion of America would be qui 
attempt 


would be inconſiſtent, as I conceive, with the ſpirit a 
che fre the Engliſh conſtitution, which, as I have aA 
” the heard, is founded on general conſent and th 4 
conſtitu- g00d-will of the people, and is averſe to h 
n. uſe of ſtanding forces, except in time of w 
And it and againſt foreign enemies. And, if we cu 
would re- 
quire an fider the great extent and populouſneſs of Nom 
_—_ 2 America, it will be evident that it is not a {mil E 
2 army that will be ſufficient to keep its inh. 
| tants in ſubjection againſt their will. I concen 
that it would require at leaſt forty thouſand mn 5 
to do ſo, including the troops kept in tiff 
province and in Florida, and in the diſtant pi 
1 in the upper country amongſt the Indians. Au 
il even with ſuch an army the poſſeſſion of A 
14 rica by the crown of Great-Britain, againſt ul 
will of its inhabitants, would become e 
year more and more precarious, by reaſon d 
the great and continual increaſe of their nut 
bers, which are found to be doubled in eff 


twenty, or five and twenty, years. 
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11 
E NG LISHM A N. 
Oh! 'tis a moſt prepoſterous idea, to think 
| keeping America in ſubjection by means of 


la ſtanding army! and nothing but a ſpirit of 
renz (ſuch as we ſee ſometimes poſſeſs a na- 


entertain ſuch a deſign. And the expence of it 
| it is poſſible to carry ſuch an attempt into exe- 
cution) would moſt certainly exceed all the ad- 


. Manages which either the trade or the revenue of 
WE Great-Britain could receive from ſuch a poſſeſſion 


n a million of pounds ſterling a year; which 
{would require either a perpetual addition of 


ef aſſeſſing it, or an increaſe of the other taxes 
Wof the kingdom to the fame amount, which 
3 the numerous and high taxes upon 
_ every article of conſumption and of plea- 
ſure already ſubſiſting in England,) would be 
il more burthenſome to the nation than ſuch 
pn increaſe of the land-tax. I wiſh the landed 
Gentemen of England would conſider with 

Wthcraſelves whether it is worth their while to 


preſerve 


Yor, and hurry it into irretrievable misfortunes). 
can ever make the parliament of Great-Britain 


ef this continent. It would probably not be leſs The pro- 


able ex. 


fours of 


eeping 


ſuch an ar- 
wo ſhillings in the pound to the land-tax of my in A- 


WGreat-Britain, according to the preſent mode 


mer ica. 


The land. 
tax muſt 
E 
e aug- 

mented 
trom four 
to ſix ſhil- 
lings in the 


Pound. 
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Otker dif- You have only conſidered the expence 
culties of 
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preſerve the Americans in a ſtate of obedie 
to parliament at the expence of an addition 
and perpetual land-tax of two ſhillings in & 
pound, and thereby to make the augmentationd 
the land-tax from four to ſix ſhillings in thepowſ 
become almoſt a neceſſary meaſure. It wou 
cure them of that rage of conqueſt and dominiy 3 
over their American fellow-ſubjects with whiz | I 
(if we may judge by ſome of the late ads oi 
parliament, and particularly the Boſton-charei 
act and the Quebeck aQ,) they ſeem of li 
to be infected, 


FRENCHMAN. 


an attempt keeping them in ſubjection, when reduced h . 
50 89902 the obedience of the parliament, to which na * 

* they ſeem fo generally unwilling to ſu bmi 

But what, think you, will be the expence 

reducing them to that obedience, if it is in ti 

power of Great-Britain to reduce them to i 

And is it certain that ſhe can ſo reduce then 

if unmoleſted by foreign nations in the nec 

fary exertions for that purpoſe? And will i 


rival nations of France and Spain _— f 


. | 
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o continue unmoleſted while ſhe is making 
meſe exertions ? Is it not more probable that 
hey will interfere in the courſe of them in 
Wupport of the Americans ? 


ENGLISH MAN. 
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| You oppreſs me with this multitude of alarm- 
b Kos but very proper, queſtions; every one of 
| ſich ſuggeſts a reaſon againſt proceeding to 
VO dangerous an undertaking as that of reducing 
| america by force of arms to the compleat obe- 
Pence of parliament. For, in the firſt place, Of the ex- 
ben we conſider the great expence and diffi- 8855 
? ulty of tranſporting an army of forty or fifty bee 
Whouſand men acroſs the Atlantick ocean, and by force of 
x antaining them in a great meaſure by pro- wg: 
Wiſons ſent from England and Ireland; —and 
De great difficulty of ſubduing a people that are 
Pread over fo large a country as North-Ame- 
$ca, (even ſuppoſing them not to have courage 
Brough to meet the Britiſh army in the field,) 
py reaſon of the opportunity, which its extent 
ll afford to the Americans, of keeping one or 
Pore armies on foot in thoſe places and pro- 


inces which are out of the reach of the invad- 


ing 


248 ] 
ing army, and of harraſſing the latter by d. We 
ſtroying the country and leſſening the means 
their ſubſiſtence ; and alſo, when the invadig E 
army ſhall come to be ſeparated into ſmall hy 
dies (in order to take poſſeſſion of the differen 
poſts and countries that will be abandoned u 
them, and to go into winter-quarters,) by fillig 
upon theſe ſmall bodies by ſurprize and wit 
advantage; and the protraction of the wx 
which will probably be the effect of theſe dif. 
culties ;, I ſay, when we conſider theſe an 
many other circumſtances that will tend to mak 
ſuch a war expenſive to Great-Britain, we cn 
This ex- hardly eſtimate the whole expence of it, befor 
pence will. the Americans are brought to a general ſub 


probably 


= be leſs miſſion, at leſs than twenty-five, or thirty, 
3 millions of pounds ſterling, which will brig 


ont: age on the Engliſh nation the perpetual burthen d 


prongs another million ſterling a year for the interel 
erling ; 


the intereſt of it, over and above the million a year aboit 


OI i mentioned to be neceſſary for maintaining tit 


milion additional ſtanding army that muſt be kept uy 
ſterling a : 


year for amongſt them to maintain the ſuperiority b 
mY” acquired. And thus the retaining America i 
8 ſubjection by force will occaſion a burthen a 
non of g the revenue of Great-Britain of two millions a 
obedience 1 pound 
— 1 the retaining it in ſubjection by the ſame means, when 7 


duced, will coſt Great-Britain two millions of pounds ſterling pet annul 
tor ever. | 
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pounds ſterling per annum for ever ;— a bur- 
. chen, which no advantages to be derived from 
either the trade or the taxes that can be levied 
in America, will in any degree compenſate. 


$87 


Inis will be the reſult of ſucceſs in this diſ- 


mal conteſt. But this is an event that appears LC 
Eto me by no means certain, not even though reduce A- 
Hg . . . merica to 
vo foreign powers ſhould interpoſe in ſupport obedience 


__ 


of the Americans. Indeed, if the Americans Y e 


3 ould come any thing near to the Britiſh troops probably 


= fail of ſuo- 
1 Win courage if ten thouſand of them ſhall ces. 


| = to engage with four or five thouſand of the 
Itter in the open field; or if they ſhall only have 
ufftcient reſolution to defend ſtrong entrench- 
L Wnents _ them ;---I would not ſcruple to 
= them invincible by all the force that 
ww can ſend againſt them. And even, if Probability 
2 ſhould fail in this eſſential quality of ſol- * 
= and patriots, they will ſtill have ſome — 


Elance of ſucceeding againſt Great-Britain from will be ſent 


b 
probability that great numbers of the troops Great-Bri- 
| ſat ſhall be ſent againſt them will deſert ſo my Go 


iagreeable a ſervice, and either carry arms on that pur- 
Pei fide of the queſtion, or (which is more 
cobable) retire to the interiour parts of the 

Fi Country, 


Of theEng- 
liſh troops. 


Of theGer- 


»4 

As k 
mantroops. 
ö ' * 


dition to partake with them in the enjoyme 8 
of the plenty and happineſs of which they u. 


ſeems to me by no means improbable, as ſo 


| ſeparated into many different bodies, ) togetia 
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country, and ſettle themſelves as planters Upon A 
ſuch lands as the Americans will undoubtegy N 
offer to beſtow on them. For theſe troops, j 
rs probable, will either be Engliſhmen or Ge. 
mans. If Engliſhmen, they will probably feelſons 
reluctance at making war upon people of the ſam 
religion and language with themſelves, who u 
fighting for what they conceive to be their jul 
rights and liberties, tho' perhaps their pretenſon 
have in ſome reſpects been carried too far. An E 
as to the Germans, they, it 1s probable, yil 
be very little concerned about the grounds ail 
merits of the quarrel; but, when they ful, 
themſelves in Penſylvania, where no leſs ta 
1 50,000 of their countrymen are happily (til 
as planters, will think it a more deſireable car b, 


find them poſſeſſed, than to employ their valor ? , 
in deſtroying it. A deſertion of this kind (vba 


as the invading army ſhall have advanced . 
conſiderable diſtance into the country, and ll 


with the uſual wear and tear of an a 
(which, without any fighting, is reckoned fen 
| confuol 


E 

onſume a fifth part of the troops that compoſe 
= year,) would ſoon waſte away the army 
ſent by Britain, and reduce it to the neceſſity 
F acting on the defenſive in ſome ſingle ſmall 
2 idr of America; which would ultimately 
I pring on a neceſſity of abandoning the enter- 
prize. And if, to avoid the danger of ſuch a 


; Wiſtry of Great-Britain ſhould adopt that moſt 
3 anon meaſure of arming the Roman- 
Catholicks of Ireland for this ſervice, it would 
* increaſe the animoſity and reſentment of 


Writain, and make an acoommtodetion with them 
. more difficult than before, or rather utterly 


be reduction of them. For even theſe Ro- 
an Catholicks would find provinces in Ame- 
1 Jia where they would be glad to ſettle as 
Wl:nters amongſt people of their own religion, 
F others who, though not of their religion, 
Would be perfectly well diſpoſed to give them 
e full liberty of exerciſing it without the 
let moleſtation or inconvenience. In Mary- 
End there are great numbers of people of that 
F an who are perfectly ſatisfied with their 
4 T1 3 Condition, 


L Wicſertion as I have been ſpeaking of, the mi- 


Ws proteſtant colonies in America againſt Great- 


| —— but would not much contribute 


OfRoman- 
Catholic 
Irithtroops, 
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condition, though the government is, as I h F 
heard, carried on by the Proteſtants only, M 
with the full conſent and approbation of i 
Roman-Catholicks, who think their tempo; 
intereſts ſafer in the hands of their Proteſtul 
countrymen than they would be in their ou 
And in Penſylvania the Roman-Catholicks a 
ſo far from being perſecuted, or oppreſſed, thy f 
they are not ſo much as excluded from H 
civil offices of the province; but all who hy þ 
lieve in a God, the Supreme Creator of H 7 | 
world, are admiſſible to them, And no tyths 1 
or other church-dues, are paid in that promi e: 
to the prieſts, or miniſters, of any religion; by 4 N 
they are all maintained either by the rent 
lands bequeathed for that purpoſe by pious e 
 ſonff of their ſeveral perſuaſions, or by the it y 
and voluntary contributions of their reſpeci 
- congregations, as was the caſe in Canada in i 
happy interval (the termination of which ji 
ſo juſtly regret,) between the conqueſt of ith g 
the Britiſh arms under the wiſe and hum 
Sir Jeffery Amherſt, and the late act for c 
lating the government of Quebeck, whichli 55 
revived the legal obligation to pay your pia 
their tythes, under which you lay in the ks 
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f the French government. It can hardly be 
Fre that the Iriſh Roman-Catholicks would 
d with vigour againſt people who were fo 
"oo towards perſons of their religion : but 
b x: t may rather be preſumed that they would be 
lad to obtain ſettlements among them, and 
Wrtake of the benefit of ſo mild and generous 
7 government. In ſhort, as the Canadians, 
who are full as much attached to the Roman- 
| 0 atholick religion as the Iriſh Catholicks, and 
2 ho ſpeak a different language from their neigh- 
ours in the Engliſh colonies, and were ſome 
| 0 rs ago ſo much prejudiced againſt them, 
di accuſtomed to conſider them as their rivals 
Wd natural enemies, and engaged in arms for 
err deſtruction,) are now fo averſe to the 
ocght of being employed by the government 
cact againſt the Engliſh colonies, notwith- 
| Ending the utmoſt endeavours of their prieſts 
WD animate them to it; and are even ſuſpected 
WE vidhing well to the cauſe of the Americans 
dhe approaching conteſt, and of bein g ready 
W receive them with open arms in caſe they 
ald invade this province; I can never be 
0 ought to think that an army of Iriſh Catho- 
s (if Great-Britain ſhouid take the deſperate 

j reſolution 
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reſolution of employing ſuch an one again h 
Americans, ) would anſwer the views of thy 


who ſhould employ them in this ſervice. ay 


thus, even though the Americans ſhould tor 
very deficient in courage, it ſeems probable th 


_ -Great-Britain may fail of ſucceſs in her endes 


Probability 
that the 
French wil 
aſſiſt the 
Americans 
before they 


vours to ſubdue them; which is the moſt fav 
able ſuppoſition for the cauſe of Great-Brita I 


that can be made. ' 


But, if we ſuppoſe what ſeems more lich 


that the Americans, though they at firſt ny 
fly before the troops of Britain, by degrees ſhout 
acquire courage enough to face them, ( 


courage, you well know, is very much tk 


effect of habit; ) and that France ſhould, int 
middle of the conteſt, (when the contend]: * 


parties ſhall have been too much exaſperaill 


3 


are reduce d againſt each other by the miſchiefs they (hl 


to obedi- 


an accommodation between them, ) take pit 
with America againſt Britain, (which I confide 


as an event that is almoſt certain,) the failu 


mutually have inflicted, to leave any chance a 


of the latter in her attempt to ſubdue the cov 


nies will then be beyond a doubt; and tit 


farther diſgrace of her arms and ruin of be 


went 2 


25s J 
b Teal and commerce, when America ſhall be 
I into the ſcale againſt her, will alſo be but 
. probable, Such is the tendency of this 
| 5 tal war which Great-Britain ſeems now medi- 
Ping againſt her colonies, 


FRENCHMAN. 


Wonfirm me in my opinion that ſuch a project 


Eh: unfortunate enough to adopt it. But this is 
4 pon a ſuppoſition that the whole continent is 
ö ited in oppoſition to her. For, if there ſhould 
Nea conſiderable party in the principal colonies 
N Wipoſed to acknowledge and ſupport her autho- 

Wiz, 1 ſhould think her proſpect of reducing 
WH: reſt to ſubmifſion, by ſending a body of 
; oops to maintain her authority, would not be 
© very bad one, even though the diſcontented 
Party were rather the more numerous. Suppoſe, 
Pr inſtance, that a third part of the people in 
Pery province were well-diſpoſed to Great- 
Nr, might not cheſe ſo far counter- act the 
deſigns 


N The difficulties you have mentioned in the 
h be m of governing America by mere force, 


moſt abſurd and ridiculous, and would prove 
Woſt deſtruRtive to Great-Britain if ſhe ſhould 


Inquiry 
concerning 
the opinion 
that has 
been enter- 
tained by 
ſome pea- 
ple, that 
there is 2 
conſidera- 
ble party 
amongſt 
the Ameri- 
cans well 
diſpoſed 
towards 
Great-Bri- 
tain. 


C7 F- 

deſigns of the other two thirds, as, with h | a N 

Help of an army of fifteen or twenty thou 

men, to ſuppreſs any attempts that they ni, 

make to riſe in arms againſt the authority 1 
Great-Britain ? I ſhould incline to think H 

might: I ſhould therefore be glad to be informs in 
whether there is any conſiderable body of pech F 

in any of the provinces diſpoſed: to ſuppon Hir 

authority of the mother-country. # 


ENGLISHMAN. 


As 1 have lately been reſident in the nc =” 
8 bouring Engliſh provinces, I can fafely vent } 
—_ aſſure you that there is no ſuch party. Th i 
cans, Americans are all enemies to the claims alli 
pretenſions of Great-Britain : and the only6 1 
ſtinction to be made between different particsd | | 
them is that of active and paſſive enemics oli 
thoſe pretenſions. The former are inclined £ 
oppoſe the authority of Great-Britain by fu 
of arms, and are preparing themſelves for hi. 
a conteſt : but the latter (amongſt whom a 
the Quakers of Penſylvania, and ſeveral perſon 5 
of other religious perſuaſions in many of ti 
provinces, who are poſſeſſed of a confideriii 

| ſhare of property which they are unwilling 
expat 
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Expoſe to the riſks of war, and more eſpecially 
Wveral of the merchants in the great trading 
$5 owns,) with to avoid ſo terrible an event, and 
could rather proceed by petitions and repre- 
entations, or, perhaps, by combinations not to 
F port goods from Great-Britain, (as on other 
ie occafions,) to obtain ſatisfaction for their 
W&rievances ; and, in caſe theſe methods ſhould 
* all of ſucceſs, would even ſubmit to bear thoſe 
YL rievances ſooner than have recourſe to arms 
or their removal. But none of them are wil- 
64 ing to acknowledge the authority of the Britiſh 
| þ rliament in all its extent, and to aſſiſt any 

W that ſhould be ſent to America to ſupport it. 


+ And even theſe paſſive enemies of this autho- 
yy ſeem to me much fewer in number than 

| e other party who are preparing to riſe in arms 
Wn oppoſition to it. So far is it from being true 
What there is any ſuch conſiderable party as you 
Woke of amongſt the Americans diſpoſed to 
Pontroul the efforts of their countrymen in 
Pppoſition to the claims of the Britiſh parlia- 
Nent, and to aſſiſt a Britiſh army in the main- 
ſenance of that authority. 


F 
til 
106 
4 K k FRENCH- 
pol 
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FRENCHMAN. 


I aſked the queſtion more for the ſake of in 
mation than from any opinion I had formed th 
there was ſuch a party. For by all the late 
counts J had heard of their proceedings, I w 
rather inclined to think that there was not. Ye! 
cannot but be ſurprized that there are ſo fh 
: perſons in America diſpoſed to acknowledge 
authority of the parliament, when I cond 
the powerful arguments in ſupport of that au ſ 
rity which you have et forth in the cout di 
this converſation the expreſs words of t. 
charter of Penſylvania ;---the ſtrong implicatin 
of other charters ;---the' grounds and reaſon d 
' ſuch authority arifing from the nature of coi 
- nies, or dependant governments; and the cl 
' ant and undiſputed exertions of it for a vari 
of different purpoſes, though not for that « 
internal taxation: for this, I am told, has be 
the caſe for more than a hundred years pa 
: and without any complaint of the Antericai 
with reſpect to the want of authority in l. 
Britiſh parliament to make them. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


? I certainly is as you have heard. The par- 
| ſjament has made a. variety of laws concerning 
America, without the ſmalleſt doubt in any of, 
e Americans of their legal authority to make 
} hem. It has reſtrained the trade of the 
? Americans by the act of navigation and ſeveral. 
| Uher ſtatutes; impoſed duties upon the 
| portation of ſugars and molaſſes into their 
Worts; —erected a poſt-office throughout Ame- 
l Ic, with certain rates of money to be paid ſor 
lt e poſtage of letters ; which, by the bye, par- 
les of the nature of a general internal tax 
pon its inhabitants; — forbid the Americans 
p make uſe of mills for ſlitting iron, or to 
= either woollen manufactures, or hats and 
Its, from one province to another; — made 
$:chold lands liable to be fold in execution of 
ideements for debt, in the ſame manner as 
poveable goods; — and paſſed many other 
$ of great importance relating to the Ameri- 
ns, without any objection on the part of the 
ter to the inſufficiency of their juriſdiction, 
dough they have ſometimes complained that 
e acts themſelves were too ſevere, as, I believe, 
K k 2 was 
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The Ame- 
Ticans 
themſelves, 
till within 
theſe laſt 
ten or 


twelve 


years, uſed 
to acknow- 
ledge the 
legiſlative 
power of 
the Britiſh 
parhament 
in its full 
extent, 
even with 


, Teſpect to 


the impo- 
ſition of 
internal 
taxes. 
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was the ab with reſpect to the act agil 
flitting-mills. Nor did they till of late year 
diſpute the right of the Britiſh parliament ex 


to impoſe internal taxes on them, as appears i 


a moſt ſtriking manner from the follow 


. 
paſſage of a pamphlet written by Mr. Ou 


the celebrated lawyer of Boſton, who was þ 
active in the year 1765 in encouraging th 
oppoſition to the ſtamp- act. It is cert 
that the parliament of Great-Britain hath | 
juſt, clear, equitable, and conſtitutional righ 
power, and authority to bind the colonies 


all acts wherein they are named. Every law t 
nay, every tyro, knows this. 


No leſs certi 
is it that the parliament of Great-Britain ha! 
Juſt and equitable right, power and authori 
to impoſe taxes on the colontes, internal and i. 
ternal, on lands as well as on trade.” Thi 


pamphlet was publiſhed in that. very year 176, 


in which the ſtamp-act paſſed, but, as I ſuppol 


before the news of its being paſſed had reach 


America. The foregoing paſſage of it is ci 


from ſome letters figned Maſachufettaii 


that were publiſhed in the news-papers 4 


Boſton in the Maſſachuſet's Bay in the beginniy 
of this preſent year, 1775. For I have not 
| | 2 | Mr 
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b Mr. Otis's bpb itſelf in which they were 
| contained. So that it appears that ſo 
3 Wtely as ten years ago, the univerſal authority of 
4 1 Britiſh parliament over the colonies, even in 
e article of internal taxation, was acknowledged 
7 h America by the warmeſt advocates for pub- 
| # liberty. 
: FRENCH M A N. 


\ | This having been the general opinion of the 
Americans till within theſe few years paſt, I 
Pant but be ſurprized at the great revolution 
Pat ſeems to have happened in their ſentiments, 
va ſhould be glad to know the cauſes that have 
ſproduced it. 


ENGLISH MAN. 


| It is not eaſy to account with much exactneſs An account 
A . „ | 3 f h 
Wor this general change of the publick opinion. 3 * 


However, as I have lately reſided in thoſe pro- opinion 
amongſt 


inces, and have heard a great deal of conver- che Ameri- 
. . A 1 a 

ation upon the ſubject, I will mention to you this ſubje& 
II have obſerved, or been able to collect from of late 


years. 
f formation, concerning it. 


la the year 1764, during the adminiſtration 
F Mr, George Grenville (whom we have more 
than 
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chan once had occaſion. to mention alrea 5 
an act Was paſſed by the parliament of Grey, 
Britain for regulatin g the trade of North-Amerg 
in a ſtricter manner than had been practiſed h. 
fore, and preventing the prodigious quantiyi 
ſmugg ling, or illicit trade, which had take 
place in all the ports of the continent until ty 
time; the preceding ſtatutes upon that ſubj 
having always been very indulgently, or rats 
very negligently, executed. And, among 
other checks to the former practices of th 
traders of America, a ſtop was put to a cert 

very beneficial, though illicit, intercourſe wil 
the Spaniards of Mexico, by which a gr 
quantity of filver dollars uſed to be brought ink 
the Engliſh provinces. This was a trade wid 
it would better have become a Spaniſh mini 
of ſtate than an Engliſh one to be active ul 
preventing; and the ſtopping it has univerll 
been cenſured as a very impolitick meaſur 
whoever was the occaſion of it. For I ha 
heard that Mr. Grenville denied that he bu 
ever given any orders for that purpoſe, andſi 
it was owing to a miſtake of the meaning 6 
the orders which the Board of Admiralty Ml 
given to the King's ſloops that were emploj 


i 


1 * 
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3 een. the execution of the cuſtom- houſe 
ans, and preventing the illicit trade of America. 
F. ut, whoever is to be conſidered as the author 
bf the meaſure, it is certain that the meaſure 
10 elf (though it was very ſoon aſter corrected) 
4 Wd very bad effects, and raiſed great complaints 
America, and, with the other laws then 
7 Life for the better execution of the laws of 
. ade and prevention of ſmuggling, indiſpoſed 
2 po of the trading part of it againſt Great: Bri- 
in. Yet, as theſe laws related only to the 
2 of their trade, (which had always 
5 Nen conſidered as ſubject to the controul of 
_ II parliament, ) they only complained of 
i | be ſeverity or inexpedience of them, but did 
b Wot object to the authority by which they were 
þ .de But, while their minds were thus irri- 
| ted againſt Great- Britain, they were told from 
r. Grenville that another act would ſoon be 
. parliament for impofing a ſtamp duty 
pon chem to defray a part of the expence of 
ha Lune eſtabliſtnnent in America, unleſs 
15 ey ſhould. render ſuch a meaſure unneceſſaty 
ang the ſame ſum of money amongſt 
u emſelves by grants of their own affemblies. 
5 ad, agrecably-ta this declaration of Mr. Gren- 


ville, 


a 
1 
1 


' 


—— —. 4 2 
* — cz 7 " 


Of the 


ſtamp- act 


in 1765. 


* 


* 
* 


ville, the ſtamp- act was paſſed in the ſpri 


* 
„ 


oppreſſive meaſure, ) was a meaſure of a 
kind or complexion, to which the Ameri 


: 
5 Bar 


4 
* 


exerting a new kind of authority ove tn 
provinces worth taxing, or had occaſion to 


tion of the whole body of the people of Au 


* 


4 © 
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2 [ 1 
the following year 1765, they having ref 
or neglected, to raiſe the propoſed ſums by ui 
own aſſemblies. This (though you and ia 


of opinion that it was neither an illegal ne 


had not hitherto been accuſtomed, 1: iſ 
railing an internal tax upon them, without u i 
view to the regulation of their trade. 1; 
therefore afforded a plauſible handle to ther 
pular writers and orators to complain of Gr 
Britain upon a new ground, as claiming u L 


The claim certainly was not new, though ii 
exertion of ſuch authority was ſo, Great-Bihl 
having never before either thought the Ameralii 


taxes on them. Upon this occaſion the at 


rica was turned (for the firſt time, prob 
ſince the eſtabliſhment of the colonies,) to! 
conſideration of the relation they ſtood ul 
Great-Britain ; and they were taught by f 
writers and popular leaders to believe that, 
cauſe they did not ſend repreſentatiyes 1 
1 | | ri 


l 


4 1 Pri! parliament, they were not, with reſpect 200 7 
internal taxation, ſubject to its authority. They the right of 
| the Britiſh 
Fonfined their claim of exemption to internal parliament 
, becauſe theſe were a ſort of novelty 1 
wongſt them, there being no act of the Bri- FANS ON 
bs Iſh parliament then in force amongſt them, by Ot 
4 Which any internal tax was levied upon them, 
F $:cept the poſt-office act, which was but in- 
Wice&ly ſo. And they thought it would be too 
3 great a ſtride to take, in their firſt oppoſition to 
3 | Preat-Britain, to pretend to an exemption from 
1 pe authority of the parliament upon every ſub- 
i £4 when they knew they had lived for an hun- 
| g red years paſt in the conſtant habit of obeying 
acts upon a variety of other ſubjects, and, 
| ongſt others, its acts for the impoſition of port- 
ies, or external taxes upon the importation 
Wd exportation of goods. They therefore pru- 
Hetty confined their claim of an exemption 
n the authority of parliament to the ſingle 
Ibject of internal taxes, though the circum- 
ance they alledged as the ground of it, to 
It, their not having the privilege of ſending 
preſentatives to it, would have done equally 
ll for a ground of exemption from its au- 


ority in every other article, ſince it is as much 


L1 the 


i WII wins — 


, — 22 — —B — — 


7 5 * * — 2 2 r 
2 4 D . th x. * „ _ = - 
* 29 TAS, _ - A — — N * _ a \ _ 3 
— n 2 4 g * e . 8 * a — — = Ang 8 : 
. — om : —— 2 L 8 3 — 
* TR 2 „ * 8 . — * n — - # — 
ode Re y 0c 
« — — - 23 2 * — — — . 


* * 


* 
„ 
- wa 
* 
U 5, 
. Þ ? 
q = 
I 'F 8 
5 
4 9 
1 
F... 
4 AF | 4 
FUR: 
„ q 
* 7 
* 4 + 
4 46 : 
B : 
.$} 
. 5 : 
4 
uf q | 
= 5 * 7 
i K 
5 5 
4 ; 


L * — — 8 
8 —— 
than. —S 
——— 
— 1 
r 2 


3 


— 
= 


2 r 
— 3 — — * — RO - " 
.. 2 = - 
— > & = —— 
one nn ul dmg -- 


ö 2 
— 65 


r 


— — 09 


2 * 8 bo * | — + = 9 = i * 
— — 2 — 2 = : 
eh — C 1 


— — — — 
— any — 
= 
— —— — 
———— — 


_ repreſentative (either real or virtual) in the Hoy; 


repreſentative in the fame manner. This dv. 


ricans, on account of the want of repreſent 


natural to the mind of man, (and which! 
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the birth-right of an Engliſhman not to |; 
bound to obey any laws but ſuch as are pay 
with his own confent, given by himſelf or 


of Commons, as not to be obliged to pay ay 
taxes but what are granted by himſelf or jj 


trine of the want of authority in the Britiſh ps 
liament to impoſe internal taxes on the Any 


tives in it choſen by the colonies, ſeems to hi 
made a very ſtrong and very general imp. 
ſion on the minds of the eologifts and to h 
been received by them almoſt as ſoon ii 
was propoled, notwithſtanding the general 
nion that had juſt before prevailed among then : 
(as appears from the words of Mr. Otis abou 
recited) that the parliament of Great-Briu 
had a right to make any ſort of laws for 
American colonies, as much as for Great-Pritſ 
itſelf. And it feems probable that the g 
neral diſcontents ariſing from the former x 
of the year 1764, already mentioned, tg 
ther with the love of independency which 
Vl v 
the cafe of the Americans was heightened by 

conſcioulW 


5 CF | 

Ky. ciouſneſ of their growing ſtrength and 
Nobo and the general averſion which 
3 1 people have to laws of taxation, were 
Ie motives that ſecretly influenced them to 
abrace this new doctrine fo eagerly, and 
5 conſider the circumſtance on which it is 
Wounded, to wit, the want of repreſentatives 
43 the Britiſh parliament, as aftording ſo irre- 
4 Fagable a. proof of it. But, whether from 
1 le or other cauſes, it is certain that this 
? be argument for the want of juriſdiction 
: p the Britiſh parliament to impoſe internal 
E on America, derived from the want of 
7 Fpreſentatives choſen by the colonies, was ſud- 
ay, and almoſt univerſally, adopted by the 
7 mericans upon that occaſion, and has ever 
Joe been deeply rooted in their minds as a 
Wndamental article of their political belicf, 
| This was the firſt ſtep taken by the Americans 
wards an exemption from the authority of the 
niich parliament, to which they had hitherto 
pulidered themſelves as ſubject without any 
mitation or exception. 


The practices of the Americans on this occa- 
n were azreeable to their new theory. They 
| Lt 2 univerlally 


. 209 1 


univerſally reſiſted by force the execution of y 
The repeal ſtamp- act: and ſoon after, when the news! 
ſtamp-a&, this violent oppoſition to it arrived in Englay 
in 1700 the Britiſh parliament, under the adminiſtra 
of the Marquis of Rockingham, condeſcendy 

to repeal it. This repeal was, however, . 

tained with difficulty, having been oppoſed i 

both houſes-of parliament by very great ming 

rities. They faid it was a ſurrender of tv: 
authority of parliament over America thus i 

give way to their forcible oppoſition to it; 

that the duty impoſed by the act was neith, 

laid without a juſt occation, nor oppreſſive vii 

its quantity; ſince it was reaſonable that th 3 
Americans ſhould contribute ſomething towail 0 b 

the expence of the new military eſtabliſmma f 

made for their defence, and the ſum prop 

to be raiſed by it was only L. I oo, ooo ford f. 

America ;---and that, as to the right of Ml 
parliament to impoſe it, which the Ameri 1 
| denied, they could not entertain the leaſt H 
dow of doubt about it, and could not therein 
conſent to repeal the act while the Amer 5 
objected to it upon ſuch a ground, even if til 
had thought it in other reſpects expedient i 
do ſo. Theſe reaſons had weight with a gi 
| _ 
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| b mart of the nation out of parliament, as well as 
with the numerous minorities in the two houſes. 
The reaſons on the other ſide, in tavour of the 
| n were as follows. In the firſt place there 
vere ſome few members of both houſes of parlia- 
went who adopted the new American principle, 
that the Britiſh parliament had no right to lay 
Internal taxes on the Americans, becauſe it had 
| 3 * repreſentatives in it choſen by the Americans 
0 concur in the granting them.“ The members 
YL ho adopted this opinion were indeed very few, 
F being only ſix perfons in the Houſe of Lords, and 
bout the ſame number in the Houſe of Com- 
ons. But amongſt this ſmall number of par- 
= 5 fans of this doctrine there were ſome perſons 
1 q f the greateſt weight, from their characters and 
abilities, in the whole nation; particularly the 
mous Mr. Pitt, (fince made Earl of Chatham J 
ho had been miniſter of ſtate in England duri ing 
He late war, and had gained fo much glory and 
Wopularity by the ſpirited and able manner in 
Which he had conducted the operations of it, 
Id the frequent ſucceſſes that had attended 
N hem; the Lord Camden, at that time lord 
X hief juſtice of the court of Common-Pleas in 
+ England, and who had before been the king's 
attorney- 
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attorney-general during all Mr. Pitt's miniſtry 


themſelves to be of the ſame opinion as th 
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and who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, while 1 
was in both thoſe offices, by his attachment 
publick liberty, as well as by his uncommy 


. eloquence and abilities, and his knowledge i 4 


the laws and conſtitution of the Englih 20 
vernment; and Mr, Serjeant Hewet, a yer 
learned lawyer, of known integrity, and wh 
was at that time one of his Majeſty's ſerjeant, 
and a member of the Houle of Common; 
Theſe three reſpectable perſons plainly declart 


Americans, that the Britiſh parliament had n CE: 
right to lay taxes on the Americans by rex 
of their not having repreſentatives in it cha 
by themſelves to conſent to the impoſition d F | 
them, Or rather, according to the language q 5 
parliament, to concur in the granting them, b 
This opinion aſtoniſhed the people of Eng 
at firſt, and made a ſtrong impreſſion on thu 
minds, from the characters of the perſons wit ſ 
advanced it. But it did not, however, peu 
ſo far with them, at that time, as to make mal f 
of them become converts to it, from the form 
univerſal and deeply-rooted opinion, “ that tl 1 
authority of the King, Lords, and Common 

Greys 
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b 5reat-Britain, was unlimited and ſupreme over 
ill the dominions of the crown ;” though ſince 
= time I have obſerved that ſeveral perſons, 
and, amongſt them, ſome of conſiderable emi- 
Pence, have acceded to it. And even at that 
. time, though this reſpeQable patronage of the 
9 bew American doctrine did not induce people 
h hſolutely to adopt it, yet it made many perſons 
cho were in general well inclined to the autho- 
1 iy of parliament, ) leſs tenacious than they 
? vould otherwiſe have been, of the otHer opi- 
ion of the unlimited ſupremacy of parliament, 
Wand leſs diſpoſed to reſent the oppoſition made 
F y the Americans to the execution of the ſtamp- 
0. and to take vigorous meaſures to enforce an 
Nadence to it. Theſe latter perſons, (who 
Pere, as I have heard, very numerous, ) were 
oed to purſue a middle line of conduck. 
bey thought it neceſſary to aſſert in the 

Puget terms the right of parliament both 
|; impoſe this tax on the Americans, and to 
Freie every other act of legiſlative authority 
ver them in the fame manner as over the in- 
e of Great-Britain itſelf ; leſt, if they 
5 d not, the Americans ſhould apply their new 

_—_ to the excluſion of the authority of 


parliament 
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parliament over them in every other ſubjed , 
well as that of internal taxation. But at the fan, 
time they were willing to forbear the exerciſe 
this authority for the purpoſe of impoſing inte. 
nal taxes on the Americans; and, as a proof i 
their willingneſs to do ſo, they conlented 9 
the repeal of the ſtamp-act. Theſe ſeem 9 
have been the ſentiments of the Marquis a 
Rockingham and the numerous party of WEA 

(or antient friends to publick liberty and th 

' ſucceſſion of the Proteſtant royal family noy 

on the throne,) of which he was at the heal 

It was further ſaid in favour of the repeal of ti 

act, that it was uncommercial, inaſmuch g 

by taking away the money of the America 

in the form of taxes, it would render them |: 
able to trade with the mother-country, whid 
was the moſt beneficial, as well as the mui 

conſtitutional, way by which the money «i 

America could be brought into Great-Brianiſf 

And it was alſo ſaid, that the Americans cou 

not obey the ſtamp-aR, if they would; becail 

the act required the ſtamp-duty to be paid | 
filver and gold coin, and the Americans had 
coin enough to pay it. I am inclined to tl 
that neither of theſe reaſons was true: Wl 

5 hower 
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however, they made an impreflion on many 
| people at the time, and contributed to the re- 
peal of the act. And to theſe cauſes we muſt 
add the earneſt endeavours of the merchants 
3 4 who traded to America, and, I may 
2 the clamours of the manufacturers of Eng- 
and who ſupplied the American market with 
4. to get the act repealed, in order to their 
Nas relieved from the diſtreſs they had been 
Wuddenly thrown into by the orders which the 
chats of America had ſent over to their 
reſpondents in England to forbear ſending 
hem over any more goods from England. 
Theſe efforts of the merchants and manufac- 
Þrers of England had a great effect at that 
e, and contributed much to the repeal of 
is famous act; and thereby clearly proved 
Wit the Americans have great numbers of 
Wople in Great-Britain ſo connected with them 
1 a community of intereſts as, from a regard 
i their own welfare, to be ready to exert 
1 emſelves in their defence, and prevent any 
oreſſve meaſures from being taken by the 
Flament againſt them, as well as thoſe inha- 
us of Great-Britain itſelf who have no votes 

the election of members of parliament. And, 

| Mm perhaps, 
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perhaps, to theſe motives for repealing the 
ſtamp- act we ought to add the conſciouſng; 
of an unwillingneſs in the principal perſons 
all parties in Great-Britain to permit the Ame, 
ricans to ſend members to the Britiſh Houſe 
Commons, and the apprehenſion that an eh. 
forcement of the ſtamp- act (if it could be ei. 
forced,) would produce a requeſt from the 
Americans to be permitted to ſend ſuch men- 
bers, which, in ſuch caſe, could not, with ay 
appearance of equity, have been refuſed them, 
And laſtly, the difficulty and expence tht 
ſeemed likely to attend an endeavour to enforc 
the act, (ſeeing that almoſt all the colonies con 
curred in reſiſting it,) muſt, doubtleſs, have ha 
conſiderable weight with the gentlemen tha 
in adminiſtration to induce them to the mealur 
of repealing it. Accordingly the act was a 
laſt repealed, but with the ſtrongeſt declars 
tions on the part of the miniſters of ſtate, ti 
the reaſons for repealing it were reaſons d 
expedience only, and not any concurrence vi 
the new American doctrine that the parliamel 
had no right to paſs it; and, to ſtrengtbe 
theſe declarations, a ſhort act of parliamei 


The decla- Was paſſed at the ſame time, which aſſerted 
ratory act the 
in 1766, in a | 

favour of the ſupream legiſlative authority of the Britiſh pat. 
over the American colonies. 


T. !12met 
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Wc plaineſt and ſtrongeſt terms the uni nited 
| Pen of the legiſlative authority of the Britiſh 
rlament over all the king's dominions in 


America. 


By this declaratory act the party that paſſed 
& ſuppoſed they had ſufficiently preſerved the 
Wonity of the parliament of Great-Britain, and 
Wſcouraged the new American dodtrine of a 
ant of authority in it with reſpect to America 
n the ſubject of internal taxation. But the 
ther party in England, who had oppoſed the 


D 


| | in another light. They ſaid, that the repeal- 
e the ſtamp-act, while the Americans ob- 
ſ ed to it upon the ground of a want of 
i ſuthority 1 in the Britiſh parliament to paſs it, 

Id were actually reſiſting the execution of it 
force upon that account, was, ſubſtantially, 
Pelding the point to them, and allowing the 
Elidity of their objection, and equivalent t to a 


Wthority complained of; and that paſſing the 


1 
l t which declared the parliament to have that 
i kthority, was only an idle e in words, 
| Mm that 


Ia! 


| i of the ſtamp- act, and who were almoſt 
numerous as thoſe who paſſed it, conſidered 


, romiſe never more to exerciſe the legiſlative = 


{ 276 } ; 
that would have no weight in America in, L . 
port of that authority when accompaniel - 
an act that ſo directly contradicted it j 
and ſubſtance as the repeal of the tampa 
and that it was, according to a Latin expth 
at that time frequently cited, verbis ponem ff 
ollere the authority of parliament over Amer, 
And it is certain the Americans conſideni 
in this light, and called the declaratory (i 
an innocent compliment paid by the Bi Y 
parliament to their own dignity, a brutun { $ 
men, which could do them no harm, as h 7 
as the parliament was ſo complaiſant as u 
act upon it, (as they had ſhewn themſche 
before by the repeal of the ſtamp- ac, li 
which, they ſaid, they would counter. ad ö Z 
inſtruments of exactly the ſame importali 
namely, by reſolutions of their aſſemblies tu : 
the parliament had no ſuch right. This alli 
the language of the Americans at tht tai 
concerning the declaratory ſtatute, thoug 
late years, in their further diſputes with Graf 
Britain, they have ſpoken of it in a more kl 
ous ſtyle, and complained of it as contain 
the very abſtract and quinteſſence of injukit * 
and tyranny towards them. The repeal of 

{ani 
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? pd had, however, an immediate good 
| effect in America, by reſtoring the Peace and 
3 adele of all the colonies. 


FRENCHMAN, 


This repeal of the ſtamp-act was certainly 4 
great condeſcenſion in Great-Britain, and ought, 
$ in my opinion, to have removed all ground of 
.es between Great-Britain and her co- 
ies. For I mult ſo far agree with the Ame- 
icans in their interpretation of the conduct of 
i 1 feat Britain in repealing that act, and at the 
a 4 ame time declaring by another act the ſupreme 
F 3 of the Britiſh parliament over America, 
. 8 to conſider the repeal as a kind of promiſe 
Wn the part of Great-Britain not to impoſe any 
ore internal taxes on the Americans until 
; ey were permitted to ſend repreſentatives to 
"We =lament, notwithſtanding the ſtrong and 
| Wcncral terms of the declaratory ſtatute, which 
W conceive to have been intended rather as a 
ard againſt a further extenſion of the new 
"= 7 "_ of the Americans to other exertions 
| z legiſlative authority (which ſeemed much 
be apprehended,) than as an intimation of 
i * delign of impoſing any other internal taxes 


F on 
7 


1 q 
on them: And if Great-Britain had really1;2 iſ 
aſide all thoughts of impoſing internal tw 
on the Americans, I think they had reafon 9 
be ſatisfied, and ought not to have engaged i 
new diſputes with the mother=-country, An 
TI right in my conception of the views of Grey. 


Britain in conſenting to the repeal of the ſtany, 
act ? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Intirely ſo. The party who procured th 
repeal of the ſtamp- act have often declare 
their intentions to have been preciſely what ya 
have mentioned, namely, to impoſe no mor 
internal taxes on the Americans, but to main 
tain in all its force the authority of the Britih 
parliament over them with reſpect to all oth 
ſubjects, and more eſpecially with reſpect t 
the regulation of their trade, which was tix 
matter of moſt importance to Great-Britan, 
It was with a view to preſerve this author 
(which, they conceived, the new America 
doctrine, of a want of power in the parliament 
ariſing from a want of American repreſentativ6, 
might be applied to overthrow,) that they 
paſſed the declaratory act. x 


FRENCE 
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FRENCHMAN, 


J After ſuch a conceſſion on the part of Great- 
; tan as a reſignation of the exerciſe of her 
lhority to lay internal taxes on America, one 
ould have thought that no new diſputes could 
there ariſen between the two countries, unleſs 
| i Great-Britain had again attempted to 
Ppoſe internal taxes on the Americans, or tha 
qmericans had refuſed to obey the authority of 
e. Britain with reſpect to ſome other ſub- 
þ „as, for example, with reſpect to the re- 
K lation of their trade. Pray, did either of 
bi 1 events take place? | 


. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


b Not exactly. But an event of a middle na- 
Wee betwixt the two did take place on the part 
E Great-Britain, which gave riſe to new diſtur- 
d Ences in America. The mild and virtuous 
Piniſters of ſtate who had conducted the repeal 
F the ſtamp- act, were removed from their 
fees about four months after, that is, in the 
bonth of July, 1766; and Mr. Dowdeſwell, 

Pho was one of them, was ſucceeded in his 
| | office 


Of t the new 


appointed 
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office of chancellor of the Exchequer by . 
Charles Towhſhend. This gentleman, ( 
duty it was, from his ſaid office, to conduꝗ 4, 
affairs of the national revenue, and to propyfy 
the Houſe of Commons ſuch new taxes as wel 
thought neceſſary for the publick ſervice, )ſceny | 
reſolved to make it one part of his character», 
- Britiſh miniſter, to be the reſtorer of the authony . 
of the parliament of Great-Britain over the Am N 
rican ſubjects of the crown, which he conſiden 
as having been greatly lowered and ima 
by the late repeal of the ſtamp:- act. In th 
diſpoſition he publickly declared that he dl 
not expect or deſire to have a ſtatue ereCtedy 
him in America, (alluding to a ſtatue whit 
the Americans had lately fet up in honourd 
Mr. Pitt, as a mark of their gratitude for li 
ſervices to them in ſupporting the repeal of il 
ſtamp- act;) but ſhould be contented with th 
merit of having maintained the rights and ji 
authority of his own native country over all i 
dependent territories. He therefore reſolved9 
go beyond the preceding miniſtry in affertny 
this authority, by exerting it for the purpoſed 
impoſing taxes on the Americans, inſtead d 
ſimply declaring that the parliament was right 
full 


E281. 1 


L pode of it. Yet he did not venture to 


L 44 the revival of the ſtamp-duty, which 


* been ſo lately taken off, (though it was 
Wonfeiied on all hands, even by the Americans 
0 Noche that that duty was the moſt judi- 


Pons and reaſonable internal tax that could be 


yy upon them,) leſt ſo ſudden a change 
conduct in the parliament ſhould expoſe 


8 
__ 


| = 


em to the charge of inconſtancy: nor did he 
en venture to propoſe any other internal tax 
Pon them; but recommended only the im- 
Pang ſome external duties on them, to be paid 
Pon the importation of certain commodities 
7 Great-Britain into the American ſea- ports. 
Eh duties were accordingly laid in the year 
5 by the parliament upon all the paper and 
Kinters colours and tea that ſhould be carried 
America. They were, all of them, very 
Wodcrate in point of quantity ; and that on tea, 
particular, was remarkably low, being only 
ree-· pence ſterling upon every pound of tea. 
d, to facilitate the payment of this laſt very 


all duty, the parliament took off a duty 


pd in England) of a ſhilling upon every 
und of tea exported from England, which 
been impoſed by ſome former act, ſo that 


New dnt'es 


impoſed by 


the Britih 


parliament | 


in 1767 on 
paper and 
painters 
colours and 
tea import- 
ed into A- 
merica, 
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the tea imported into America might be mo 
chaſed cheaper atte 3 the impo 111 Ig of the Ne 


three-penny duty than before, by nine pencey 
the pound, The pavment of theſe duties 
the Americans would, as was ſuppoſed, gy 


life and vigour to the declaratory act paſſed 
I. Or a Rock 3 
arm the 8 of parliament over the Am 
can colonies after the diminution it had und 
gone by the late repeal. | 


ingham's adminiſtration, and © 


They Y ATT 


oppoſed by Theſe new duties were oppoſed by the An: 
„ \meri- ricans as well as the ſtamp- duty, though wM 
ns I think, quite ſo generally, nor with the far 0 

degree of violence. £ 


FRENCHMAN. 

Upon what pretence did the America 
oppoſe theſe new duties, ſeeing they were 
internal taxes, as the duty on ſtamps had be 
but only duties on the importation of certal 

commodities from Great-Britain; which we 
the ſort of duties which had, according to) 
account, been formerly laid by the parliamt 
of Great-Britain upon the Americans, "i 


which the latter had always acknowlw 
thenuel 
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emſelres to be ſubject to? By what new 
f lick did the Americans endeavour to free 
? Uunſclres from their obligation to pay theſe 
7 22 taxes ? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


| Þ | New caſes require new diſtinctions: and the ee 
1 Ot the rea- 
: ericans were for ſome time at a loſs to find ſons al. 
=. dged 
eat ſuited the caſe then in queſtion ; inſo- rin wrt 


Doch that, upon the firſt notice they had of cans as the 

io grounds of 

Pele new duties, they only complained of eie 
2 ſition tothe 

em (if I remember right,) as being unrea- new duties. 

Wnable, and impoſed on them without any juſt 

0 0 caſion; but not as being illegal, or void, for 

Want of a right in the Britiſh parliament to im- 

5 them. And it ſeems probable that, if great 

us had not been taken by ſome leading men 

Pongſt them to excite them to an oppoſition 

theſe new duties, they would ſoon have 

Piverſally acquieſced in the payment of them. 

ut this diſpofition was very ſoon changed in publica. 

moſt wonderful degree by the induſtry and beet re 

? ET : Penſylva- 

penuity of Mr. John Dickenſon, a young nim#arm- 
| | ; LE, er's letter 3 

Mer of eminence at Philadelphia, who wrote 
Periodical paper called . tbe Penſylvanian 

mers letters,” to enlighten the underſtand- 


N n 2 ings 


[ 6 1 : 
* ings of his countrymen upon this ſubjea, li; 
1 excite them to a new oppoſition againſt Gr, 
Britain, Theſe letters were written with Prey 5 
art and ability, but in = plain, familiar, vii 
very diffuſe ſtyle, ſuited to che comprehenty 3 
- of all ranks of men, and c ulated to impit F 
the doctrines advanced in them in the li 
forcible and laſting manner o their ming Z 
They were publiſhed originally, I think, x 3 
the New-York news-pape:s, an {rom the . 
copied into all the other new-papcts o þ F 
continent of North-America; and came g Z 
about once a fortnight. The effect of tw E 
on the minds of the Americans was prodiz 3 
They made them almoſt univerſally conver: fi 
the doctrines contained in them, or rather th 1 
furniſhed them with plauſible arguments! 1 
confirm themſelves in the belief of thoſe d 
trines, which were already rooted in their he 
as wiſhes and ſentiments, though not as f 
opinions. They became the political bib 
Theprinci- North-America. The principal doctrine # L 


paldoctrine 


anculcated vanced in them is this, © That the Biß 
In thoſe : 


jetter. Parliament, for want of repreſentatives i 
the ſeveral colonies of America, has no 9 


to impoſe any taxes whatever on the America 
| ein F 


n 
3222207 A. x 


„ 
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| Wie internal or external, with @ view fo raiſe 
? revenue; but can only lay external taxes, or 
ede on the commodities imported into, 
Dad exported from, America, with a view to 
Ie regulation of their trade.” This is the grand 
Faden which runs through theſe famous let- 
ers, by means of which the writer of them en- 
= the Americans to oppoſe the new 
ares impoſed by the Britiſh parliament, which 
F been laid with an expreſs deſign of raiſing 
x revenue in America, and not for the purpoſe I 
N: regulating its trade. This diſtinction was It was oe. | 
_—_— adopted by the Americans; and it e by 
pecame almoſt as ſettled an opinion amongſt d Amert- 
em in the year 1768, * that the Britiſh par- r 

1 Yiament could not legally impoſe any external 1 
L Waxes, or port-duties, on the Americans, with | 
þ p view 10 raiſe a revenue, as it had been in the 

ear 1765 that it could not legally impoſe on 

6 them an internal tax.” But they ſtill allowed 

W(though, I think, not unanimouſly,) that the 
MWliament might eſtabliſh external taxes among 

ſcm for the purpoſe of regulating their trade. 

Poch was the progreſs in the ſentiments and 

Tonduct of the Americans towards exempting 


Whemſelves from the authority of the Britiſh 
Perlament. 


FRENCHs- 


A remark 
enthe fore- 
going doc- 


duce ſome revenue in fact, the Americans man 
produce a revenue, and conſequently were illeg 


them might be to regulate the trade of the con- 


286 } 

FRENCHMAN. 

This diſtinction between different forts g 
port-duties, invented by Mr. Dickenſon, Wa 
ſubtle and plauſible, and wondertully conyer, 
ent for the purpoſe of exempting the America 
from the payment of any duties whatioee, 
that ſhould be impoſed .on them by the Brig 
parliament. For, as the duties would always pro 


fairly enough alledge that they were 7ntended 
and void, though, perhaps, the main deſignd 


modities on which they were impoſed. And 
do not ſee any method by which Mr. Dicke 
fon's diſtinction could be practically obſerve 
without deceit or abuſe by one or other of tu 
partie. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Shaw obſervation is very juſt. This ne 
diſtinction had a manifeſt tendency to deprie 


the Britiſh parliament of the right of impoſi 
any port-duties whatſoever on the American Why 


which is no inconſiderable objection to the truti oj 


A 

q pf it; ſince that propoſition cannot be true from 

nich falſe concluſions may be inferred. But in- 

5 you and I have above agreed that the mere 

; Wegal right of impoſing taxes of every kind, in- 

ernal as well as external, upon the ſubjects of 

Ihe crown of Great-Britain refiding in America, 

| Plong to the Britiſh parliament, though per- 

Wes it may ſeldom be expedient to exert it. 

Where is, however, a way of proceeding with A way of 
0 to the port-duties that the Britiſh par- — 
| "gal t might think fit to impoſe on the Ame- 4 
| Wicans, which would be, in a good meaſure, ed on the 

ommodated to Mr. Dickenſon's diſtinction, amelie 
ad would ſerve to diſcriminate ſuch duties as tones 


ccommgoa- 


ere impoſed for the purpoſe of raifing a re- dated to 

eaue upon them from ſuch as were principally hy 2 

ended for the regulation of their trade, though e. 

i 1 hey likewiſe did produce ſome revenue. This 

ethod would be, to inſert a'ctauſe in every 

ct of parliament that was paſſed with only the 

bitter view, by which it ſhould be provided, 

Pat the revenue raiſed by the duties impoſed by 

ach act, whatever they might amount to, 

ald not be diſpoſed of by either the king 

lone, or the king and the Britiſh parliament 

my, but be left to the lipoſal of the 
1051{latures 


my 
] 
if 


<< 
li. 
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It is a a part 
of” Lord 
North's 
conciliato- 
Ty propo- 
&tion, 
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legiſlatures of the ſeveral provinces in which; | 3 
ſhould ariſe, By this means the parliament 4 


Great-Britain could not be under any temptatin 


to paſs acts for raiſing a revenue on the inhab. 
tants of America with a view to leſſen ther 
own burthens, under colour of regulating th 


American trade; fince the revenue that woul 


ariſe by ſuch acts would not be at their diſpoſi. 


nor could the Americans, with any appearance i 
of juſtice, conteſt the legality of ſuch acts up" Wiſh 


the ground of Mr. Dickenſon's propoſition, by 


pretending that, though they were declared u 


be made only with a view to regulate the trad 


of America, yet the real purpoſe of them wa 
to raiſe a revenue in America for the benefitd 


Great-Britain, This expedient makes a part d 
the famous conciliatory propoſition made by 
Lord North in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons 
on the 20th of laſt February. 


FRENCHMAN. 


J am much pleaſed with this contrivancy 
and wiſh it may prove a means of reconciling 
the two parties to each other. And really, | 
ſhould think that, if Great-Britain would gi 
up, or forbear to exerciſe, her right of impoſing 

| internal 
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0 
Pernal taxes on the Americans, (as, indeed, + e ; 
01a met | 
F e ſeems to have done by the repeal of the of fertling | 
? hmp- act, ) and ſhould alſo reſolve not to im- e e | 
3 ternal taxes, or port-duties, upon Great-Bri- 
poſe * x 5 | OM tain and tho 
em, but with the reſtriction you have juſt American 
4 loni # 
x ow mentioned, until they ſhall have been per- coma ö 
Knitted to ſend repreſentatives to the Britiſh par- _— _— ] 
2 n O | 
1 Eament, the Americans ought to be ſatisfied latter, 
| : 
\s Pit ſuch a temperament, and return to their we a. 3 
Wil habits and affections for their mother. nourrothe | 


ountry. I mention the limitation of time to 3 ; 
is i namely, until the American 
Wlonies ſhall be permitted to ſend repreſentatives 
die Britiſh parliament, not ſo much with a 
(Wc! to its ever taking place, (for that you have 
ſught me to conſider as a moſt improbable 
ent, by reaſon of the diſinclination of Great- 
1 itain as well as America to the meaſure of 
q American repreſentation in parliament ;) as 
y way of falvo to the dignity of the Britiſh 
krliament, who, by paſſing ſuch reſtrictive 
f bolutions on the uſe of their own power, 
or ould exhibit a remarkable proof of their 
ay and moderation, which could not fail 
do them honour. 


"| - Qs ENO. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


1 intirely approve the limitation you ſupoet 
as a ſalvo for the dignity of parliament; and! 
heartily wiſh the parliament would adopt i 
whole meaſure of making the conceſſion yy 
have mentioned, with that limitation. Thi 
could be done only by paſſing reſolutions i 
both houſes of parliament, to be tranſmitted y 
the ſeveral aſſemblies of the American colonig 
A reſolu- to the following effect; to wit, © That, for th 


tion neceſ- 


fary to be future, no tax, or duty, of any kind ſhall be in, 
. poſed by authority of the parliament of Gru. 
ud oro Britain upon his Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding i 
that pur- _ thoſe provinces of North- America in which «: 
_ ſemblies of the people are eſtabliſbed, until the ſul 
' provinces ſhall have been permitted to ſend roh. 
ſentatives to the Britiſh parliament ; excepting my 
ſuch taxes, or duties, upon goods exported out of, and 
imported into, the ſaid provinces as ſhall be thug 
neceſſary for the regulation of the trade if i 
ſaid provinces; and that when ſuch taxes, i 
duties, ſhall be laid by the Britiſh parliament 
any of the ſaid provinces, the whole amount | 
the ſame ſhall be diſpoſed of by acts of the af: 
blies of the provinces in which they ſhall ht 


hain 


( 29 ] 
* collected, reſpectiveh. ” Such a meaſure 
would be calculated to give the Americans 
Piber and ſecurity, by declaring a reſolu- 
ton not to tax them by the authority of the 
Wit parliament, (of which they have ex- 
Evrefſed ſo great a dread and. averſion,) and at 
ide fame time (as you have juſtly obſerved,) 
ſho fave the honour and dignity of that ſupream 
Negilature of all the Britiſh dominions, by not 


Max the American provinces, but only by re- 
Wolving to forbear the exerciſe of it till they 
hall have taken a ſtep towards the amendment 
F the conſtitution of their own body, which 


ſcknowledge to be agreeable to equity in caſe it 
Would be their intention to uſe that authority 
1 the purpoſe of taxing America. For the 
Pte Mr. George Grenville himſelf (as we have 
ready obſerved,) and others of the moſt zea- 
pus defenders of the rights of the Britiſh par- 


tion of the conſtitution of the Britiſh Houſe 
Commons, by admitting into it a reaſonable 
ſe lumber of members for the American colo- 
ics (agrecably to what was done a hundred 
Oo 2 years 


ſotally renouncing their right and authority to 


he moſt ſtrenuous advocates for their authority 


ment, have acknowledged that ſuch an alte- 


r 
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Fears ago in the cafe of the biſhoprick of Dy; 


and moderation, and therefore honourable y 
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ham) would be perfectly conſtitutional 3 
equitable, and could not well be refuſed to j, 
Americans, if they were to deſire it and to d. 
clare a willingneſs to ſubmit, in conſequenceg 
it, to the authority of parliament in all thing 
in the ſame manner as the inhabitants of Grey. 
Britain, Until, therefore, an offer of this ki 
is made to the Americans, and rejected by then 
it can be no derogation to the honour of th 
parliament, but rather a proof of their equi 


them, to forbear to exerciſe their authority o 
America in this delicate and dangerous buſin 
of taxation. And, as the people of Gret: 
Britain ſeem hardly more diſpoſed to make {ud 
an offer than thoſe of America are to accepti 
this forbearance of the exerciſe of the authory 
of parliament to impoſe taxes on the America 
may be continued for many years to come, pet 


haps for ever, without any loſs of honour Mn 


Great-Britain, and with great Joy and ſatisfi ol 
tion to the Americans. rl 
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FRENCHMAN. 


lee plainly that a meaſure of this kind on 
Thc part of Great-Britain muſt tend greatly to 
hne removal of the preſent diſcontents in Ame- 
2. And yet the propoſition of Lord North, 
which you ſome time ago mentioned, and which 
ems to be in ſubſtance pretty nearly the ſame 
Vith this generous meaſure, does not ſeem to 
Make much impreſſion on the minds of the 
Americans, nor to be conſidered by them as a fa- 
Tour of much conſequence. This makes me ſu- 
Wc that I have miſconceived lord North's propo- 
Fon: and therefore I ſhould be glad you would 
form me whether it differs in any material 
Wirccumſtance from the meaſure we have been 
bt now commending. OS 


ENGLISHMAN, 


of the fore- 


tion declares that the Britiſh parliament will Pram 


dear (except in certain caſes) to impoſe taxes conciliato- 
1 ; 88 | þ ry propoſi- 
n tne Americans only ſo long as the Americans tion of the 


all raiſe amn gft themſelves by grants of 5 dw 


cir aſſemblies, and by ways and means of 775. 
their 


| The two propoſitions are indeed very diffe- Difference | 
nt from each other. For Lord North's pro- going pro- 


LI. North's 


8 0 — — 
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their own chuſing, ſuch ſums of money 44, 
Britiſh parliament ſhall from time to time | 
quire them to raiſe ; and, upon their failing y 
do fo, the Britiſh parliament is to be at jy 
liberty to impoſe taxes of any kind, either g. 
ternal or internal, upon them: whereas tþ 
propoſition we have been ſpeaking of is a fh. 
bearance (except in certain caſes) from th 
impoſition of taxes on the Americans, (wh, 
ther they raiſe any money amongſt themſely, 
when required to do fo, or not, ) until they ſh 
be permitted to fend members to the Briik 
parliament, that js, according to all apex. 
ance, until the end of the world. The dife 
rence between theſe two ſorts of forbearanced 
the exerciſe of the power of taxation over Anz 
rica, is ſtriking and important. | 


FRENCHMAN. 

It is indeed; and ſufficiently accounts for tit 
ill reception the Americans have lately given b 
Lord North's propoſition, conſiſtently with our 
opinion that the other propoſition would har 
gone far towards giving them ſatisfaction, Bu 
ſurely the remaining parts of the two prope 
fixions are alike, which contain the —— 
made 
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nde by the parliament of the power of laying 
{ternal taxes, or port-duties, on the Ameri- 
ius, for the purpoſe of regulating their trade, 

d the proviſoe that the amount of theſe duties 
ould be left to the diſpoſal of the legiſlatures 
che ſeveal provinces in which they ſhould be 
hied reſpectively. 


ENGLISH MAN. 


Von are perfectly right. This reſervation 
d proviſoe are the ſame in both the propo- 
Pons. And that, I ſuppoſe, was the occaſion 
your miſtake in imagining the propoſitions to 
-incide in their other parts. But, in truth, 
ord North's propoſition is ſo far from removing 
be apprehenſions of the Americans concerning 
de danger of being taxed by the Britiſh par- 
ment, that it is retrograde in that reſpect, 
þd puts them in a worſe condition than they 
pre conceived themſelves to be in ever ſince 
e repeal of the ſtamp- act in the year 1766. 
pr ever ſince that period they have ſuppoled 
at the right, or the exerciſe of the right, of 
ppaling internal taxes on them had been 
(tually relinquiſhed by the Britiſh parliament; 
It that propoſition ſeems to bring this right 
Again 
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again in view, and to threaten them pit 
the exerciſe of it in caſe of their NON-Comyl, 
ance with the requiſitions that ſhall be my, 
to them by parliament to raiſe ſpecific ſup 
amongſt themſelves. It is no wonder, ther, 
fore, that this propoſition of Lord North has 
been well received in America. 


FRENCHMAN. 


I am now perfectly ſatisfied about the dif, 
ence of the two propoſitions and the expediag 
of Great-Britain's making an offer to the Am:. 
ricans of the former propoſition, if ſhe men 
to reconcile them to her authority. But, pr 
in what manner, and with what degree d 
unanimity, did the Americans oppcſe the eu 
cution of the act of parliament paſted in ti 
year 1767 for impoſing the new duties ont: 
and certain other articles imported into Am 
rica? For, I think, you ſaid they oppoſed tic 

duties with leſs violence than the ſtamp-adt, 


ENGLISHMAN. 


When Mr. Dickenſon, by his famous Fam 
er's letters, had perſuaded the Americans ti 
theſe new duties, though they were not intem 
taxe 


i 
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End that they were therefore illegally impoſed 
y the Britiſh parliament, they entered into 
eneral combinations, throughout all the Eng- 
: 1 provinces, not to import the goods on which 
7 eſe duties were laid; hoping, by the diſtreſs 


ares, yet were of the nature of internal taxes, 
Pecauſe they were laid in order to raiſe a revenue, 


|; ricans OP=- 


The Ame- 


pole the 
new duties 
by enteriug 
into non- 
importa- 
tior agree- 


his would bring on her trade, to compel Great-- 
Þricain to repeal the act that impoſed them, ©. 
Theſe combinations were called 011-1 mportatton 
Pranents. "FT hey were entered into by a con- 
| | Nerable majority of the merchants in moſt of 6 
| e trading towns in America ; but not by all 2 
them. But thoſe who were diſpoſed to Ill treat. 
Pport theſe articles of commerce, were de- thof: who 
ed from doing ſo by the fear of being de- boetheſe 
ered over to the mob to be ill-treated in "db ments. 
rlons and property as enemies of publick 

erty. For, when any body preſumed to oppoſe 

e proceedings of the committees that were 
pointed to carry the non-importation agree- 

Wents into execution, or broke the reſolutions 

hich thoſe committees had publiſhed, it way 


val for them to give notice in the publick 


W-papers that he bad done ſo, and ought 
Fiefore to be conſidered and treated as a 
Pp 


yg 


publick, 
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publick. enemy, or, (as they ſometimes d. 
preſſed it,) a perſon inimical to the liberties q 
America. This was like the prieſts, in yo 
religion, pronouncing a man a heretick, ay 
delivering him over to the ſecular arm to h 
'burnt alive, or otherwiſe tormented. The mo 
were in theſe caſes the ſecular miniſters d 
juſtice who undertook the puniſhment of thek 
offences: and the offenders were ſure to þ 
ſeverely puniſhed by them, ſometimes in thi 
perſons, by having their naked bodies ſmem 
over with tar, and then covered with feather 
ſtuck upon the tar, and fo led about ignou 
niouſly through the publick ſtreets ; and ſom 
times in their property, by having their gud 
deſtroyed, or their houſes pulled down. Ma 
inſtances of this kind happened i in the courled 
the years 1768 and 1769. 


FRENCHMAN. 


But were not the perſons concerned in ti 
Acts of violence proſecuted in the provind 
courts of juſtice, and brought to condign 
niſhment for ſuch enormities ? 


Ey 


15 


[ 299 J 


ENGLISHMAN. 


|'T hat was impoſſible, for more than one Impoſſibi: 
taſon, For, in the firſt place, the executive nithing rhe 


ranches of the governments of the ſeveral _ bony 
rovinces, that is, the governdurs, judges, ſhe- ed the per- 
5 h 

ifs, conſtables, and other civil officers con- 2 = 


terned in the adminiſtration of juſtice in them, 8 4 
pere too weak to carry any ſentence of a court party in 
juſtice againſt any of theſe rioters into exe- . 
ution, if ſuch a ſentence had been paſſed: 

Wd, if they had attempted to do fo, it is almoſt 

be rain that a mob would have riſen to prevent it, 

Ws, perhaps, to ill-treat, as enemies of their 

Wuntry, the very magiſtrates and officers of 

ice who ſhould have thus attempted to exe- 

te the law. And, in the ſecond place, it was 

moſt impoſſible to procure any ſentence of a 

hurt of juſtice to be paſſed againſt any of theſe 

Þters. For you well know that, by the Eng- 
law, no ſuch ſentence could be paſſed 

zel int them till they had been regularly in- 

* ed, tried and convicted of the offence by a 

of their peers; and, in the then diſpoſition 

the people to favour theſe rioters, whom 

NC ty looked upon as the active defenders of 


n publick 


SS WR f7# 
«ff * * N 1 
0 1 


the acts of 
violence 


condoppo- did not, as 1 recollect, proceed ſo far as tou 


tion to De 
Great. kri- violence againſt the officers of governmal Eu. 


whele 
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publick liberty, it was difficult to find ju 
who would ether indict them for theſe offency 
or convict them of them, when indicted. 4 

that, from theſe cauſes, the perpetrators « 
theſe acts of violence were almoſt ſure 9 
eſcaping _ * 


FRENCHMAN, 


I the mobs were thus permitted to wel 
: their vengeance on the friends of governmet 
and Great-Britain without controul, I don 
underſtand in. what ſenſe you can fay (5 
think, you did ſome time ago,) that the Anz 
T1cans oppoſed theſe laſt duties with lets violend 
than they had done the ſtamp-act. VM 
greater degrees of violence than thoſe juſt a 
mentioned was it poſhble for the Amer 
to exert? : 


ENGLISHMAN. 


In the oath of theſe laſt duties they only ul 
violence againſt their own people, that is, ag 
thoſewho i imported the dutied goods from Gia 
Britain i in oppoſition to their combinations; M 


Diff:rence 


between 


committed 
in this ſe- 


tain and 
thoſe com- 


mitted in oppoſition to the lamp. akt. 
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J bereas, in the caſe of the ſtamp- act, the mobs 

Ki hands of the perſons appointed by govern- 
Rent to diſtribute the ſtamped paper in the 
erat provinces, and compelled them to reſign 
heir offices, and to ſwear that they would not 
recute them; and they alſo ſeized on the 
ſtamped papers themſelves in ſome places, and 
peſtroyed them. Theſe proceedings had more 
Ihe appearance of direct rebellion againſt the 


LE — „ TEAM 
. N D ä e 


| Wrown than the proceedings in the caſe of the 
ber duties; or rather, indeed, they were 


| Wownright acts of rebellion ; whereas the other 
Proceedings could only be called riotous and 

Wumultuous, However, theſe different degrees 
i bf violence are hardly worth inquiring into, 
In both caſes they were very great and very 


EE 
EN 


FF: larming to Great-Britain, 
0 FRENCHMAN. 
0 | hat effect had theſe violent proceedings of 
Pe Americans on the conduct of the Britiſh 
Fr Did they produce a repeal of the 
4 Et by which thoſe duties had been impoſed, 
4 bei former reſiſtance had produced a repeal 


af f the ſtamp- act? or did the parliament permit 


* We act to continue in force, and endeavour to 
e nd the duties to be levied ? 


) 


1 | 


ENGLISHMAN. j 
Continu- The act continued in force from 1767 vo" 
ance of the | : 1 
wy goes 1990 1 and during all that time the non-in, Mea 
and tne 


non im- portation agreements of the Americans wen 
ortation LR 71 

„ up likewiſe; and, by means of the violey 
in oppoſi· proceedings above-mentioned of the Americy 


them. mobs againſt thoſe who preſumed to hrej 
them, they were generally and outwardly ch 
ſerved ; 1 fay, generally and outwardly, becaut 
it is certain that ſeveral traders in America d 
contrive, by artful pretences and under vary 
diſguiſes, to import ſome of the duticd con 
modities, eluding the diligence of their om 
popular committees for carrying thoſe na. 
importation agreements into execution, with the 
ſame ſubtlety and vigilance as had formet 
| been employed to elude the reſtraints on trad 
impoſed by the Britiſh parliament. But n 
general the non-importation agreements wer 
obſerved, to the great and mutual inconyen 
ence of both Great-Britain and America, who 
were thereby kept in a continual ſtate of u- 
eaſineſs and ill-humour with each other durn! 
the whole three years: and the duties, which 


gave occafion to this uneaſineſs, produced litt 
off 


. 
* 1 
* 
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I no revenue. At laſt Great-Britain ſeemed 

ko grow weary of the conteſt, and the parlia- 

Lent took off all the duties except that upon 

ga, which was only three-pence upon every 

bound of tea imported into America, and which 

I t was therefore hoped the Americans would 

ay rather than be deprived of the uſe of a 

1 ommodity that was in ſuch general requeſt 

mong them. The other duties were taken off The faid 

| dnties were 
pon the ground of their being injudicious, and all takenoff 
judicial to commerce, and not of their hav- hed O 
Ing been laid without a legal and adequate in 1770, 
uthority. And the duty on tea was permitted wok 
o continue, on purpoſe to exclude any inference * 

ff that nature from the ſuppreſſion of the other 

ies. This repealing act was paſſed about 

ebruary, or March, 1770. 


FRENCHMAN. 


What effect did this new inſtance of con- 
eſeenſion in Great-Britain produce in America? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


A very happy one. The non-importation | Good ef. 


fect of th 
preements were immediately diſſolved with _— 


pc&t to thoſe commodities upon which the of the fig 


duties 
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duties had been taken off: and, though they 
were ſtill kept up with reſpect to tea, by wy 
of proteſtation againſt the right of Great- Brian 
to continue the duty on that article, yet they 
were executed more remiſsly than befor, 
inſomuch that ſeveral traders in America in. 
ported tea thither after this time, and paid th 
duty upon it, without being moleſted fo þ 
doing by the popular committees, or the maj 
who acted under their direction, in the munter 
they had been before. So that the content 
with Great-Britain upon this\ſubje& ſeemety 
be almoſt at an end, and the Americans we 
beginning, by gentle degrees, practically v 
ſubmit to the tea-duty, and thereby, in fine 
degree, recognize the authority of the Bri 
parliament to impoſe it. 


FRENCHMAN, 


Nothing could be more advantageous ta 

| Great-Britain than ſuch a ſtate of things, | 

ſeemed naturally. to tend to the eſtabliſhment 

of that line of conduct which the American 

had marked out at the time of their oppoſition 

to the ſtamp- act, and which the parliament 0 
Great 
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L Great-Britain, (by repealing that act and not 
afterwards reviving it, or paſting any other act 
w lay an internal tax upon them) had ſeemed 

t have reſolved to adopt; namely, that the 
Bah parliament ſhould forbear to impoſe in- 
ternal taxes on the Americans, but ſhould con- 
toue to exerciſe their right of impoling port- 


duties, without regard to Mr. Dickenſon's new- 


invented ſtinction concerning it, Which might 
eaſily be abuſer] by the Americans to the pur- 
poſe of totally evading them. This line of 
conduct was, perhaps, the moſt equitable and 
the wiſeſt ſyſtem that could be purſued, while 
both parties continued averſe to the more ob- 
ious and natural remedy to their diſſenſions, 


r 


(range therefore that it ſhould not have been 
Iachered to. Pray, what were the events that 
occaſioned a departure from it, and brought on 
atenewal of the former diſſenſions between the 
two countries, within theſe laſt two or three 
hears, in a Higher and more violent degree than 
der, and with all the ſymptoms of an ap- 
praching civil war 


83 * 


Qq 


n American repreſentation in parliament, It 


Of the 
cauſes of 
the renew- 
al of the 
diſturban- 
ces in 
North 
America. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


Theſe misfortunes are undoubtedly owing 9 
the imprudent conduct of Great-Britain ;  ] 
believe you will ſoon be convinced when you 
hear the particulars of it. 


Ba _— You muſt know then that the affairs of th 
of theEaft- Engliſh Eaſt-India Company were, by vary 
. cauſes, reduced to a very bad condition abou 
year 1772 the year 1772 3 inſomuch that they could w 
longer afford to pay to the national revenue 9 
Great-Britain the annual ſum of . 40000 

ſterling, which had been required of them by 

the parliament for three or four years bel 

that period, as a conſideration for the eric. 

ment of the large revenues of the rich ten 

tories of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, which they 

had lately acquired, and which, it was thought 

could not, in ſtrictneſs of law, be acquired) 

a mere commercial company, but only by tix 

nation at large, or by the king; or, if it cout 

be legally acquired by the company, it wi 

thought to be a fair and juſt object of taxati 

towards the ſupport of the national expend 

Upon ſome ſuch grounds this annual ſum rue 


L. co 
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- J. 400, ooo ſterling had been required of the 
Faſt-India Company, and by them paid to the 
| publick during a few years; which, conſider- 
ing that the territorial revenue they had lately 
xcquired, and on account of which this ſum 
was demanded of them, was more than three 
millions of pounds ſterling per annum, ſeemed 
to be but a moderate tax upon them. How- 
erer, moderate as it was, their affairs were at 
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ſo low an ebb in the year 1772, that they could * 
no longer afford to pay it; and they were alto 60 
obliged to reduce the dividend paid annually * 
to themſelves in proportion to their ſeveral ſhares Reduction ² 
of their ſtock, from twelve pounds for every 33 10 
hundred pounds of ſtock, (at which it had ſtood yore le bl 
or a few years,) to ſix pounds. At the ſame 4 
ame they had in their ware-houſes in London tuna 6 


Wo unuſual quantity of tea, which they could 2 

ot tell how to diſpoſe of; which was owing in 838 
1 a 3 N es, whic 

rt to the non- importation agreements of the they could 


0A mericans, which had prevented them from . 
mporting tea in any conſiderable quantities from 
reat-Britain ever fince the year 1767, when 
he tea-duty and the. other duties above-men- 
ned were impoſed on the Americans. It is 
ve indeed that after the year 1770, when all 


9 thoſe 
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being moleſted by the mobs. But the qua, 
tities ſo imported had been but ſmall, and th, 


Their op1- 

nion that it 2 5 

3 . j from Great-Britain for ſeveral years paſt, it wa 
ipoĩed o 

ee imagined that they muſt be in great want of; 


rage in A- 
merica. 


tine and unlawful trade with Holland. As, there. 


fore conceived that America would prove a md 


parliament to impower them to ſend cargoes 
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thoſe other duties were taken off, the violen, | 
of the oppoſition to Great-Britain had, in a gen 
degree, ſubſided, and ſome American merchany 
had imported tea from Great-Britain withyy 


greater part of the Americans had either gon 
without tea, or procured it by means of a clande, 


fore, the Americans had imported but little a 


ſupply of that commodity, of which it u 
known that they were, in general, very fond, 
The directors of the Eaſt-India Company ther, 


convenient market for their {ſuperfluous 1 
tea, which lay dead upon their hands: 

from the appearance of an extinction of 5 g 
violent ſentiments of the Americans in opp 
ſition to Great-Britain, they imagined that the 
continuance of the ſmall parliamentary duty a 
tea, after the abolition of the other duties, would 
be no hindrance to the ſale of their tea among 
them. They therefore petitioned for an ado 


ily 


[39] 


their tea to America to be fold on the Com- 
any's account, inſtead of ſelling it here in 
: ngland, as by their charter, or by former acts 
of parliament, they were bound to do. This 
gan of relief to the Eaſt-India Company was 
proved by the miniſtry and the parliament; | 
od the act was paſſed accordingly, the miniſtry AR af par- 
and parliament probably thinking, (as well as — 
he directors of the Eaſt- India Company,) that f he, 
ne ſpirit of oppaſition to parliamentary autho- tea diredly 
rity had ſo far ſubſided in America, that no 3 
ifculties would attend the importation of this 
ea amongſt them, nor prevent its ſpeedy ſale. 

But in this they were fatally miſtaken. Though Violent 
the Americans had oppoſed the importation of ee 
en but faintly ſince the year 1770, when the fung © 


the import- 
ther new duties had been taken off, they were ation of 


Fouſed by this attempt of Great-Britain to renew yah po 
Kher former vigorous efforts to prevent the 
ucceſs of it. And they even went greater 
engths than they had done before in their op- 
polition to it. For they did not content them- 
elves with combining together not to import 
e tea, or not to purchaſe, or uſe, it when 
mported, and with ill- treating thoſe who either 
fluſed to enter into ſuch combinations, or 


broke 


been made to the ſtamp-act,) came very ne 


Conduct of 
the people 
at New- 
York and 
Philadel. 


Phia. 


goes, they would be forcibly oppoſed by the 


as well as to the cargoes that were entrulit 


from the proſecution of their voyages, ſhift 


broke them after they had entered into then 


3 ſome of the principal ſea- por t towns of Ame. 


effect with reſpect to thoſe two veſſels: for, ui 


I J 


but they made uſe of force, and threats of for 


rica to prevent its being landed; which wg, 
kind of oppoſition which, (like that which hy 


to rebellion, or high-treafon. This was don 
in the towns of Philadelphia and New-Ygr, 
The committees appointed by the oppoſer; off 
the tea-duty ſent veſſels out to ſea to meet thelf 
ſhips of the Eaſt-India Company that wer 
coming thither loaded with tea, and to infor 
the maſters of them that, if they proceeded on 
their voyage and attempted to land their cx. 


body of the people in thoſe towns in their a. 
tempts to do ſo, which might be attended wit 
miſchievous conſequences to their own perſon 


to their care. This denunciation had the deſire 


conſequence of it, the maſters of them deſiltzdl 


Condutt of their courſe, and returned with their cargoes Mor 

mo) pete London. In Charles-Town in South CarolinWn 
ar les. R 

Town in in- the method of proceeding Was ſomewhat dilfehis 


rolina. 


Lott ] 
ent! the tea was indeed landed; but the 
ppoſers of the tea- duty took it away by force 
om the perſons to whoſe care it was conſigned, 
nd locked 1t up in a ſtore-houſe, and prevented 
fom being ſold : which differed but little in 
vint of violence from the proceedings at New- 
(ork and Philadelphia. And at Boſton the Condu of 
xople that oppoſed the tea-duty went further 3 
11 than at either of the three other places: * 
ra party of them, conſiſting of about forty 
r fity men, diſguiſed in Indian dreſſes, and 
with black crapes over their faces, went on 
card the veſſel which had brought the tea, 
ind which was then lying in Boſton harbour, ) 
oke open the cheſts in which it was packed, 
nd threw it all into the ſea, This was done 
n conſequence of a motion for that purpoſe 
bat had been made at a very numerous meeting 
f the people of the town of Boſton, and re- 
rived by them with general applauſe ; and 
herefore it may juſtly be conſidered as the act 
the body of the people of that town, I 
nean, as the act of that great majority of the 
kople there who were enemies to the tea-duty. 
n the other hand, it muſt be obſerved that 
bis act of violence was not committed till the 


people 
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people of Boſton had found that all ther 1; 
lutions againſt the landing of the tea were 1, 
ſufficient to induce the maſter of the veſſel thy 
brought it to return back to London with t 
(as the .malters of the veſſels that had car 
the like cargoes towards New York and Phil, 
delphia had done,) and that confeyuent]y ther 
was an immediate danger of its being lands 
Theſe violent proceedings of the North-Ane. 
ricans with reſpec to the tea-ſhips happened if 
the months of October, November and Ie 
cember, of the year 17733 the deftrudtion d 
the tea at Boſton, which was the laft of = 
was in December. 


FRENCHMAN, 
| Theſe were indeed very outrageous procel 
ings; and ſuch as oije would hardly have al 
| pected to ſee Happen àmongſt the Amerin 
in conſequence bf this attempt to import the 
cargoes of tea by the Eaſt-India Coimpan 
after the connivance they had ſhewn to i 
private merchants who had imported tea tithe 


for the preceding two or three years. I ſhouhh. 
have rather thought that they would have aſh, 
tended that connivance to the like importaty, jj 


{ 2313-4 


by the Eaſt-India Company, or, at leaſt, would 
have abſtained from ſuch publick and direct acts 
cr violence as thoſe you have mentioned, which 
hear ſo near a reſemblance to open rebellion. 
and 1 imagine the miniſtry of Great-Britain 
thought the ſame ; or they would neyer have 
rrocured that act of parliament which permitted 
the Eaſt-India Company to make this unhappy 
(experiment. I ſhould therefore be glad to be 
informed whether there were any particular 
circumſtances that contributed to light up anew 
this flame in America, over and above the 
general averſion the Americans had conceived 
againſt being taxed by the Britiſh parliament, 


 ENGLISHMAN. 


1 have heard that there were ſome ſuch cir- 
cumſtances; and particularly the following one. 


Beſides the tea which had been imported into An ad9iz 


tional cir- 
America in a regular manner from England by camfiance 


that con- 
few private merchants in the years 1771 and Cs 


1772, without any moleſtation from the po- increaſethe 


: . violence of 
pular committees and their mobs for ſo doing, the oppoi- 


a ti t th 
there were much larger quantities of the ſame P Bern 


ommodity imported thither clandeſtinely and nd _ 
1 
lawfully from Holland ; > and this was done, of the Eaſt. 
7 India Com- 
R 
r as pany'sz tea. 


134 1] 
as ; you may naturally ſuppole, by ſome of thoſ 
merchants who were warmeſt in their oppoſitin 
to the authority of the Britiſh parliament. Theſ 
| merchants had great quantities of this ſmupelel 
tea in their warehouſes in America, which ther 
had not yet had time to diſpoſe of, when ir 
| parliament paſſed the act which permitted i 
Eaſt-India Company to ſend their tea thithe, | 
The news of this permiſſion , therefore, ei | 
| alarmed them on the ſcore of their private in 
tereſt, as well as on account of its danger 
conſequences with reſpect to liberties of 
be underſold WW the Eaſt-India Company, wh 
were known to have immenſe quantities of ta 
in England beyond what was neceſſary to ſupp 
the uſual demand there, and who therefar 
were likely to offer it to the Americans ataver 

low price; the conſequence of which mul 
have been that the merchants in America wit 
had already imported large ſtocks of tea frat 
Holland, muſt have had it left upon their hands 
With this proſpect of great private loſs frol 
the intended importation of tea by the Ei. 
India Company, it was reaſonable to ſuppo 
that theſe merchants would exert themſelves! 
e b 


+ 4s 1 
the utmoſt to prevent this meaſure from taking 
place 3 which they could no other way hope to 
effect but * reviving, in the ſtrongeſt manner 
bo ible, the popular clamour againſt the im- 
tation of 3 a commodity upon which a par- 
jamentary, duty was to be paid. This was the 
rate motive that conſpired with the publick 
entiments and claims of the Americans to re- 
bew, in fo fierce a manner as we have ſeen, the 
ppoſition to the payment of the duty on tea, 
Ind conſequently to the importation of this tea 
pto their ports. And this might eaſily have 
een ſeen and known by the Britiſh miniſtry, 
nd ought to have deterred them from trying 
his raſh experiment, But, indeed, without 
bus private motive, it was natural to imagine 
at a meaſure of this kind would revive the 
prit of oppoſition in the Americans. For the 
"ing ſuch large cargoes of tea to America by 
cue of an act of parliament paſſed expreſsly 
r the purpoſe, had the air of a triumphant 
kecution of the act that had impoſed the duty 
n that commodity : ——it was endeavouring 
make their payment of the duty on it as no- 
rious as poſſible, and thereby to preclude them 
om ever faying, at any future time, that, 
"WAY though 


But the 
principal 
ground of 
this oppo- 
ſition was, 
probably, 
the publick 
and avow- 
ed one, to 
wit, the 
danger ap- 
prehended 
to the liber. 


ties of A me- 


rica from 
the import- 
ation and 

{ale of this 
tea. 
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though a few ſelfiſh merchants might have in: 
ported ſmall quantities of tea from Great.};. 


tain and paid the duty impoſed on it by parly. 


ment, and a few luxurious individuals might 


have purchaſed it of them, and uſed it, jy 
that the great body of the Americans had al 
abſtained from purchaſing and uſing it on x, 
count of the duty it was loaded with, as wel x 
made proteſtations againſt the right of par 
ment to impoſe the ſaid duty on it :—it yy 
in ſhort, (to uſe a vulgar expreſſion,) crammin 


the duty down their throats, inſtead of |cti] 


it gain upon them by gentle and inſeall 1 


degrees, as (by the connivance, or relaxation, 
the oppoſition to it, which had prevailed fo: 
year or two before,) it had already begun tod 
This permiſſion, therefore, to the Eaſt. ind 
Company to ſend their tea to America ny 
juſtly be conſidered as an imprudent mealut 
on the part of Great-Britain. 


FRENCHMAN. 


J confeſs, it does appear to have been f 
But ſtill, I think, it is hardly ſufficient to accou 
for the preſent very violent animoſity of 
Americans againſt Great-Britain, There mi 
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8 f imagine, been ſome other meaſures taken 
Iby Great-Britain againſt America, of a ſtill more 
offenſive and alarming nature, to give riſe to ſo 
| general a ſpirit of reſentment and hoſtility as 
ſeems now to prevail amon oft the Americans. 
And ſuch meaſures I can eaſily conceive to 
have been taken by Great-Britain in the firſt 
tranſports of her indignation at hearing of that 
provoking act of violence, the deſtruction of 
the tea at Boſton, Pray, what were the mea- 
fares taken by Great-Britain upon that occaſion? 


bo 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Your conjectures are very well founded, of the 
d 
[The preſent dangerous troubles in America gnsten 


ſh b 
were not occaſioned intirely, nor even princi- 233 
rally, by that attempt to import the tea of the parliament 
Eaſt-India Company, but rather by the angry if of the 


ing of the 


acts of parliament that were paſſed in the ſpring defirotiion 


of the year 1774 in conſequence of the violent at Boſton, 
endeavours of the Americans to defeat the ſuc- 
ſceſs of that attempt, and more eſpecially, in 
conſequence of their deſtruction of the tea at 
Boſton, On this occaſion the indignation of 
Great-Britain knew no bounds : but ſhe adopted 
aul meaſures of ſeverity and reſentment that had no 

kind 


Thepaſſing 
of the Bo- 
ſton-char- 
ter act and 
the Que- 
beck act in 
1777 


Vork and Philadelphia. For, as to the Boſton. 
port act, by which the town of Boſton yy 


or all its trade was ſtopped, till the people of 


Juſtice with reſpect to the company which they] 
had injured: though there are ſome parts even oi 
that act which cannot be wholly juſtified upon 


given general offence to the Americans, and, 
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kind of relation to the offences, committed þy 
the Americans, and which had a ſtrong g and 
an immediate tendency to unite all the America 
provinces more cloſely than ever in oppoſity 
to her. The meaſures that I allude to Were 
the Boſton-charter act and the Quebeck ad, 
which had evidently not the leaft connexig 
with the deſtruction of the tea at Boſton, 
the forcible oppoſition to its importation at Nen 


prohibited to be made uſe of as a ſea- port tom, 


Boſton had made a ſufficient compenſation b 
the Eaſt-India Company for the deſtruction d 
their tea, I acknowledge that that act had ! 
near relation to the offence that gave occaſin 
to it, and perhaps might be a proper method d 
puniſhing the people of Boſton for it, or rathe: 
of compelling them to do a mere act of private 


this ground. But theſe I ſhall not now examine 
becauſe this act does not appear to me to hare 


{ 
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to have become a cauſe of the preſent alarming 
commotions : : but, on the contrary, it ſeems 
wrobable to me that, if Great-Britain had ſtopt 
t this one act, the other provinces of America 


hemſelves, until they had made that reparation to 


* their e Which juſtice ſeemed to re- 
gur of them. But what had the deſtruction 
f the tea to do with the charter of the Maſſa- 
chuſct's Bay? How did the privileges contained 
q that charter contribute to that act of violence? 
And Why, cherefore, ſhould they be taken 
may ?---That- outrage was committed by a 
arty of forty or fifty men, diſguiſed in Indian 
Irefles and with crapes over their faces, in con- 


very numerous meeting of the people of Boſton, 
alled a town-meeting. This kind of meeting 
s not authorized by their charter, nor even 
nentioned in it, but is warranted by ſome of 
heir provincial acts paſſed by the governours, 


upht not therefore to be”. imputed to the char- 
er: nor ought the privileges contained in the 


Al 
harter to be taken away c on account of the raſh 


would have left the people of Boſton to ſhift for 


the Eaſt-India Company, for the damage done 


guence of a motion made and applauded in 


cuncils, and aſſemblies of former times. It 


reſolutions. 


Unreaſon- 
ableneſs of 
paſſing the 
Boſton- 


charter act. 


8 
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reſolutions taken in it. Indeed, if theſe town: 
meetings had not been authorized by the lay 

of the province, but expreſsly forbidden by then 
and by the charter likewiſe, it is probable hy 
on that unhappy occaſion of the arrival of ie 
tea in the harbour of Boſton, and the refuſa 
the maſter of the veſſel to return back with i 
to London, ſome ſuch meeting of the peopl 
of Boſton would have: been held, either und 
the name of a town-meeting or ſome ti 
name, (which is a matter of no ſort of can 
quence, ) to concert meaſures to prevent it 
being landed, Accordingly we ſee that in the 
provinces of New York and South Carina 
(which have no charters, but are governed un 
tirely by the king's commiſſions to his gore 
nours,) the people joined in meaſures of vi 
lence to prevent the ſale of this tea; in th 
former place, ſending a threatening meſlaget 
the maſter of the veſſel that was bringing it, | 
which they forbad him to proceed on his voyu 
and enter the harbour of New-York, and con 
manded him to return with the tea to England 
and, in the latter place, ſeizing upon the tt 
after it was landed, and locking it up in a flor 
hauſe, in order to prevent its being fold. 4 
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che Maſſachuſet's Bay, and in which the 
arliament has not as yet thought fit to make 


xt to have given occaſion to any diminution 
W the privileges which had been thereby granted. 
he true and only cauſe of this act of violence 
the people of Boſton, and of the other acts 
violence committed in the other provinces of 
merica, was the general opinion, that was 
Www become rooted in the minds of the Ameri- 


emſelves be ſo taxed. The natural way there- 
re to prevent ſuch acts of violence for the 
ture was one of theſe three; either, 20 alter 
s general opinion, or 70 conform to it, or, 
ſly, to ſtation ſuch @ moderate military force 
the principal ſea-port towns of America, or 
laſt at Boſton, as would deter the people 
m.venturing to commit them. To alter the 
Anocral opinion of the Americans by mere argu- 
1 88 ment, 


r Penſylvania, (which is indeed governed by 
charter, but of a very different kind from that 


1 alterations,) the people proceeded in the 
me violent manner as at New-York. This 
"lence therefore at Boſton had no connection 
ith the charter of that province, and ought 


ns, that the Britiſh parliament ought not to 
x them, and their firm reſolution not to let 


and more 


for the 


The ſafer 


natural 

methods 
which | 
might have 

been taken 
to prevent 
the Lke 


acts of vio- 


lence in 
America 


future, 
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ment, was indeed almoſt impoſſible, after the 
deep impreſſion which the Farmer's Letters hat 
made on their minds: but perhaps it migy 
have been poſſible to ſucceed in altering it h 
offering them a competent repreſentation i 
parliament, or by ſome other reaſonable con 
deſcenſion. To conform to this opinion wy 
both ſafe and eaſy, by paſſing ſuch a reſolutin f 
in both houſes of parliament as we have aba 
| ſpoken of, to wit, that no internal tax ſhoud iſhad 
be laid on the Americans by the Britiſh pal We 
ment until they had been permitted to ſed Mh 
repreſentatives to it; and that the produce of Nei 
all external taxes impoſed by the parliament Wot 
ſhould be left to the diſpoſal of the legiſlatures hi 
of the ſeveral colonies in which they werfen 
raiſed. And, laſtly, if this ſecond method halt t 
been thought an improper condeſcenſion nut 
Great-Britain, and unworthy of her dignity, Nei 
would, I imagine, have been praQticable t 
ſupport the claims of the mother-country Mp 
force, by ſending a body of about 2000, or acre 
| moſt 3000, men to Boſton, to prevent {chit 
outrages for the future. This was done in fn 
year 1768, when the people of Boſton wei 2 
almoſt in a ſtate of open rebellion: four tie 
| giment 


lan! 
nf 
and 


4 

4 
ou 
1 


» 
» 
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ments were landed there, which together 
mounted to only 1200 men, and peace was 
inſtantly reſtored : nor did any freſh diſturb- 
Lnces break. out there till two of thoſe regi- 

ments had been injudiciouſly, or, at leaſt, un- 
rtunately, removed from thence ; after which 
be mobs of Boſton grew confident that they 
could maſter the remaining two regiments, and 
ccordingly begun to pick quarrels with them, 
Ind brought on that unhappy diſturbance at 
geſton, of which we have already ſpoken, in 
which twelve ſoldiers, firing their pieces in 


poters, and wounded about as many more; after 
phich melancholy event the ſoldiers were re- 
wyed to the king's fort, called Caftle William, 
t the diſtance of three miles from Boſton. 
ut it is almoſt certain that, if the whole four 
giments had continued at Boſton, (though 
Ky amounted to only 1200 men,) that un- 
Ippy affair would never have happened. As 
Erefore the people of Boſton had, by their 
rage againſt the tea of the Eaſt-India Com- 
ny in December, 1773, made the preſence 
a body of foldiers amongſt them a ſecond 


88 2 peace 


ſheir own defence, killed five of the principal 


© neceſſary to the preſervation of the publick 
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landed under the protection of this gartify, 


have been fold amongſt the American; u 
people are often found to do things as indi 


1 324 ) 


peace and the due execution of the lay, ; 
ſeemed to be juſtifiable to ſend thither a doh 
of troops ſufficient to anſwer that purpoſe, 3 
2000, or at moſt 3000, men in Boſton, with 
1000 at Caſtle William, would probably hay 
been. If this had been done, and a ſecoy 
ſhip, loaded with tea, had been ſent thithy 
from England, the cargoe might have ben 


and the dignity and authority of the Britiſh yy. 
lament would have been effectually ſupporel, 
And, when this new cargoe of tea had ben 
once landed, it is not improbable that it night 


duals, which on formal occaſions, and whe 
met together in numerous bodies to conſult a 
publick meaſures, they are ready to condem 
At leaſt it is certain that the popular leaders 
the Americans apprehended this would be th 
caſe with the body of the people in Amer 
if once the tea came to be landed; and ther 
fore they took ſuch violent meaſures to prev 
its being landed. Now, if once a cargo 
tea had been landed and ſold at Boſton, ti 
example would probably have been followed! 
b 
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ne other provinces, and the reſiſtance of Ame- 
ca to the authority of parliament upon this 


mean while the injury done to the Eaſt-India 
Company might have been repaired in this 
manner. Proclamations might have been iſſued 
1 Boſton offering rewards for the diſcovery of 
Lhe rioters who went on board the tea-ſhip in 


were thereupon diſcovered, actions of treſpaſs 
ſhould have been brought againſt them by the 
agents of the Eaſt-India Company in the courts 
of juſtice at Boſton. If, upon theſe actions, 
the juries had refuſed to find verdicts for the 
Iplaintiffs, notwithſtanding the evidence was 
ſuffcient to prove the fact, or, if they had found 
verdicts for the plaintiffs, but had given them 
ampenſations manifeſtly ſhort of the value of 


been reported to have been their partial conduct 
by the-judges who would have tried the cauſes; 
ſo that there had been a manifeſt and enormous 
renfWOfailure of juſtice towards the injured party. 
sor, if, upon the offers of rewards for the diſ- 
Meovery of the perſons that deſtroyed the tea, 
uno ſuch diſcovery had been made; whereby a 
vl failure 


ſubject would have been at an end. In the A cautions 


that might 
have been 


. fatisfation 
to be made 
to the Eaſt- 
a India com- 
ſdilguiſes, and deſtroyed the tea; and, if they pany. 


the tea that had been deſtroyed; and this had 
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failure of juſtice would have happened for wat 
of proper evidence to ground judicial proceed. 
ings on; in either of theſe caſes, perhay, 
but not before, it might have become prope 
for the Britiſh parliament to interpoſe i in ſome 
extraordinary manner to compel the people dc 
Boſton to do juſtice to the Eaſt- India Company, 
as, for inſtance, by putting a ſtop to the trad 


of Boſton, till a certain ſum of money (deemel 


by the parliament to be a ſufficient compenſ, 
tion to the Eaſt-India Company for the injuy 
they had ſuſtained,) ſhould have been paid by 
them to the ſaid company. I fay only, periy 
this might have been proper even in this ck; 
for 1 am not ſure that it would not have ber 
a {till better way of proceeding, for the parliz 
ment to have conſidered the deſtruction of the 


tea as a misfortune to the Eaſt-India Company 


ariſing from the enmity and violence of a fey 
unknown, wicked, men, and not as the act d 
the people of Boſton in general, and conſe- 


_ quently to have required no compenſation for i 


from the whole town of Boſton, but either to 
have let the Eaſt-India Company ſuffer the 


loſs, (which, it muſt be obſerved, was occaſioned 
by the pine of the parliament with the 


Company's 
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ampany's own requeſt,) or elſe, if compenſa- 
gon muſt be made to them, to have made it 
ut of the revenue of Great-Britain, upon the 
round of the government's having neglected 
bo provide ſuch a force in the town of Boſton 
i was neceſſary to protect the ſubjects of the 
own in their trade thither. A compenſation 
this kind would probably have coſt Great- 
britain about twenty thouſand pounds ſterling, 
nd would, if it had prevented the approaching 
wil war, have been the means of ſaving her 
more than twenty millions, 


| Theſe were the meaſures that ought, in my 
pinion, to have been taken by Great-Britain 
jth reſpe& to the people of Boſton aſter their 
ſtruction of the tea, But not one tittle of 
heir charter ſhould have been altered, either 
or the better or the worſe, For this was a 
ubject of a different and ſtill more important 
ature than the other: and the meddling with 
was heaping fuel upon the fire of diſcord 
ready Kindled, and giving the Americans new 
utter of complaint and new reaſons for uniting 
ent Great-Britain. 


ny's | pen 
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FRENCHMAN. 


| Indeed it is ſurprizing that the Britiſh party, 
ment ſhould have touched upon that new an 
delicate ſubject, (which I ſee plainly had 1 
relation to the deſtruction of the tea,) when 
they had already ſo much buſineſs upon ther 
hands to ſettle the diſputes concerning ther 
right of impoſing external taxes in Americ, 
— The alteration of the charter of Boſton, ] 


tend 
of the at ſhould have apprehended, would have been d 


for altering 
the charts itſelf almoſt ſufficient to raiſe a rebellion in tht 


+ oY province, without the preceding diſſenſions cn- 
fet's Bay. cerning taxation. Nor could any meaſure « | 
the Britiſh parliament tend more to alarm the 
other provinces of America, and make them 
afſiſt the people of Boſton, than this; ſinee, i 
the parliament can thus make alterations in fte 
charter of Maſſachuſet's Bay in one year, and 
that without any miſconduct proceeding tron 
the charter, it may juſtly be apprehended tui 
they will make the like alterations in the othe 
charters of America in another year : and thus 
nothing will be ſafe and permanent in all tht 
boaſted liberties of the Americans; but the) 


will Ty depend upon the pleaſure of the 
Brit 


— 


I 329 J 


[p:iſh parliament. I eaſily conceive that this 
| pprehenſion muſt have ſpread very far amongſt 
che Americans, and raifed a prodigious ferment 
Lin in their minds. 


ENGLISHMAN . 


It certainly has done ſo, and has contributed The mit. 
t 2 | chie vous 
note than any former meaſure to make them ee af the 


conſider the cauſe of Boſton as the common en _ 
puuſe of all America. Till that charter- act was on the 


d 
known in America, the people of the other minds and 


reſolutions 


þ covinces, and more eſpecially thoſe of Penſyl- © of the Amee 


&ania, were diſpoſed to conſider the inhabitants 1 5 
f Boſton as having gone 4 ſlep too far in their 
c ppoſition to the tea-duty, when they deſtroyed 
be tea that was the object of it, and thereby 
aaa private injury to the Eaſt-India Company. 
Whoſe Americans therefore thought it was the 1 
"UW uty of the perſons concerned in the commiſſion 9 
nf that injury, to make the Eaſt-India Company 1 
an adequate ſatisfaction for it; even as, in the þ 
net Wear 1766, after the repeal of the ſtamp-act, 9 
bude aſſembly of the ſame province of the Maſſa- 4 
the huſet's Bay had granted conſiderable ſums of | 4 
he)Woney out of the publick revenue of the pra- "I 


Ince, to make amends for the damage that had 
Tt been 1 
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been done to the property of particular perſyy 
by the mobs that had oppoſed the ſtamp-duy, 
And they expected that Great-Britain wy 
take ſome effectual method for compellin 
them to make ſach ſatisfaction ; and thought | 
reaſonable that ſhe ſhould do ſo. Nor did they 
think the Boſton-port bill an unfit method 
compelling the town of Boſton to make th; 
ſatisfaction. But when, in a few weeks fe 
the Boſton-port act, the act for altering dt 
charter of the province arrived in Ame 
the tone of all the other provinces was nſtanth 
changed, and they agreed with the inhabitay 
of the Maſſachuſet's Bay in declaring that it 
then moſt evident that the liberties of all Amer 
were in danger, and that meaſures of uni 
muſt be entered into by them all for their pr. 
ſervation. The deſtruction of the tea, and th 
ſatisfaction which it was reaſonable to mak 
for it, were now become matters of ſubd: 
dinate conſideration ;—the very vitals of the 
liberty, they ſaid, were ſtruck at, and mult bl 
defended by arms, if they meant to keep then 
And then, in a few weeks after this Boſton 
charter act, the act for the government of ti 
province of Quebeck was received in Ameria 

whit 
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Lich carried the alarm to the liberties of The ccd 

America ſtill further, if poſſible, than the wont e 

aarter-act, and made them tremble even for ke 
be exiſtence of their aſſemblies, (which the «0; Fg 

arter-a&t had not meddled with,) and ſuſpect beck-aQ. 

What Great-Britain, if they ſubmitted to her 

K:thority, would, in a ſhort time, aboliſh thoſe 

popular legiſlatures, and govern the ſeveral pro- 

Finces of America by legiſlative councils con- 

| ling of perſons to be nominated by the king 

nd removeable at his pleaſure, like that which 

J elabliſhed in Quebeck. This act ſeems to 

have raiſed the diſcontents in America to their 

Igbeſt pitch, and to have driven even the for- 

. friends of Great-Britain (whom the popu- 

þ party had diſtinguiſhed by the name of ores, 

In account of their ſuppoſed want of zeal for 

tc liberties of their country) into the meaſures 

che oppoſite party. For ſince this act we 

bve hardly ſeen any perſon amongſt the Ame- 

ans who has expreſſed the leaſt inclination 

| acknowledge and ſupport the authority of 

lament, except the cuſtom-houſe officers 

d other officers of government in America, 

Wo hold lucrative employments there at the 

alure of the Crown, and a few of the clergy 


Tt 2 mT: 


TW 7 
of the Chur ch of England, who are eaerly ge 
defirous of having a proteſtant biſhop ent j 


America, and who, probably, entertain no hop 
of ſeeing that favourite meaſure accompliſhy 
but by the authority of the Britiſh parliamen, 
All the reſt of the Americans ſeem to be ayer; 
to the authority of Great-Britain, though ” 
to be diſpoſed to act with equal vigour in reſi, 
ing it; ſome of them being, as I before q 
ſerved, only paſſive enemies of it, who diſchin 
and deny it in as ſtrong terms as their brethr, 


but are not inclined to refiſt it by force of m fo 
FRENCHMAN. Ew 
Of the You ſeem to ſuppoſe that, till theſe all th 


party in 
America unhappy acts of parliament were paſſed, the 


who were | ; J 
friends to Was a party of men of independent condi 


Great- Bri- . ; 

Cain before in America who might be conſidered as th 
the paſſing friends of Great-Britain and the authority d 
of the ſaid 

alarming the Britiſh parliament. Pray, is that ya 
8 opinion? and, if it is, upon what grounds d 


liament. | 
you entertain it? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


1 hardly know what anſwer to make tot 


queſtion, For I muſt needs confeſs that I U 
| nel 
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aver myſelf met with many independent pers 


ons in America who were diſpoſed to acknow- 


ledge the authority of the Britiſh parliament 
to tax them; I mean, of late years, ſince the 
repeal of the ſtamp- act and the publication of 
the Farmer's letters, and the conſequent non- 
importation agreements. For fifteen years ago 


lit was acknowledged by every body. I have 
therefore no reaſon to conclude from my own 
obſervation that there was, before the paſting 
of thoſe two acts, a ſufficient number of per- 
ſons of that way of thinking to be called 4 
any; though I have on ſome occaſions met 
with a few ſuch perſons. But it is well known 
chat ſeveral gentlemen of great character and 
abilities in America, and who have had preat 
opportunities of knowing the ſtate of parties 
in it, have repeatedly tranſmitted accounts of 
a different kind to the miniſters of ſtate, and 
W their other correſpondents, in England, in which 

| they have aſſured them that there was a great 
[number of perſons of weight and property in 
America that were friends to the authority of 
| the Britiſh parliament, and who would be ready, 
when properly ſupported by a reſpectable body 


of troops, (that ſhould be juſt ſufficient to keep 
the 


wo acts of there has been no conſiderable number of per- 
parliament. 


34 J 

the mobs in awe,) to declare themſelves to h; 

ſo. And in the ſame accounts theſe gentlemen 

of eminence have ſpoken of the popular Party 

in America as being @ faction, and have fre. 

quently called them by that name, intimatng 
thereby, (as I ſuppoſe, ) either that they were 

a minority of the people there, who diſturbed 

their more numerous and peaceable felloy. 

| ſubjects by their violent and tumultuous he. 
haviour, or, at leaſt, that, if they were moe 
numerous than the other party, they had fewer 
mien of property and liberal education among} 

— wp them. Now theſe accounts do not apperts 
appeared be true with reſpect to the preſent ſtate d 
dne he America; ſince, though general Gage is now 


 pafingof at Boſton with a very large body of troops 


ſons of any claſs or ſort, high or low, rich or 
poor, of liberal or of low education, that hare 

declared themſelves in favour of the authority 

of the Britiſh parliament; but almoſt every 

body has appeared to be diſſatisfied with it 

and many perſons have abſolutely taken arms 

againſt it and twice engaged the Britiſh troops 

in battle on that account, and others, of a more 
peaceable diſpoſition, are wiſhing and ſeeking 

= 7 for 
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| or milder ways of ending the diſpute by peti- 

tions to the king and propoſals of a treaty and 
compromiſe with the parliament, but not of a 
Wcompleat ſubmiſſion to its authority. To re- 

concile this ſtate of things with the accounts 

Itat have been given of America by the perſons 

lof character above-mentioned is no inconſide- 

rable difficulty. It is hardly poſſible to conceive _ for 
chat thoſe perſons ſhould have been fo intirely — nen 
miſtaken in their judgements and opinions of 2 
6 the Americans as they muſt appear to have been, _ year 
bf we judge from a ſurvey of the preſent ſtate of 285 
America: and ſtill leſs ought we to imagine 

chat they meant to deceive the Britiſh govern- 

ment, and bring on the preſent moſt deſtructive 

kavil war. We muſt therefore conclude that 

their accounts of the ſentiments of the Ameri- 

[cans were true in the year 1772, though they 

are not ſo now, and that 71/! that time there 

were many perſons in America who (notwith- 

ſanding the claim of the Britiſh parliament to 

the right of impoſing taxes on the inhabitants, 

and their exerciſe of that right in the continu- 

ance of the trifling duty upon tea) were friends 

0 Great-Britain, and averſe to any meaſures of 


cltance to the parliament's authority, thoysgh 
_ © bug 
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even theſe perſons were not, as I believe, ar, 
Ie 3s pro- poſed expreſsly to acknowledge its right to ti 
this ty them. But, upon the paſſing the Boſton. 
* charter act and the Quebeck-act in the 1 
— 8 year, 1774, it ſeems probable that the majory 
the paſſing of even theſe friends to government, or Grey. 
1 Britain, thought it neceſſary to change the 
wh conduct and go over to the more violent pay 
who were diſpoſed to reſiſt the authority q 
parliament by force of arms, as being the oj 
method left them for the preſervation of thei 
liberty. And indeed I have heard more tha 
one of theſe late friends, and now reludant 
enemies, of Great-Britain expreſs theme 
in very plain and ſtriking terms to that eff, 
with a melancholy ſenſibility to the diſtrekf 
condition they were driven to, which | (ul 

not eaſily forget. 


FRENCHMAN. 


If you can recolle& the expreſſions they 
made uſe of on that ſubject, I ſhould be muck 
obliged to you if you would repeat them 
For their own words will beſt convey thi 
ſentiments, „ 


— 


— :-Þ NC 


| 495 1 
ENGLISH MAN, 


I will endeavour to do ſo as well as I can? 
ind indeed their expreſſions affected me fo 
trongly at the time, that I believe I can recol- 
& a good many of them. They expreſſed 

emſelves to the following effect. We have 


mother country, not concerning the exiſtence 
of our aſſemblies, nor the free and full exer- 
ciſe of their legiſlative powers for the benefit 
+ of their reſpective colonies, but only con- 
cerning their ſubordination to the fupreme 
legiſlature of the whole Britiſh empire, the 
| parliament of Great-Britain. The members 
| of that great legiſlature have inſiſted, that 

the aſſeinblies of the American provinces are 
of the nature of the common-councils of the 
5 corporation- towns in the iſland, or kingdom, 
of Great-Britain, which have a local and 
| inferiour ſpecies of legiſlative authority, or, 


and commiſſions, an authority to make laws 
for their own good government, not repug- 
nant to the general laws of England, and 
which are Enown by the name of Herlag; 


| hitherto been engaged in a diſpute with our 


as it is expreſſed in the American charters 


Sentiments 
of thoſe 
Americans 
who had 
been at- 
tached to 


the intezet 


and autho- 
rity of 
Great-Bri- 
tain, and 
had been 
ſtigmatiz'd 
by the 
name of 
Toric: on 
that ac- 
Count, up- 
on the re- 
ceipt of the 
Boſton- 
Charter act 
and the : 


| Quebec 


at. 


6 1 e 
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ce but without interfering in the leaſt with tha 
« ſuperiour authority of the parliament, which 
« js the ſupream and general legiſlature of ty 
« whole nation, and has power to bind all th; 
e ſubjects of the crown in every part of h 
« dominions. And we, the ſober and loyif 
* party in America, (whom our briſker coun, 
« trymen have ſtigmatized with the named 


ce Jorjes, on account of qur attachment i ? 
« Great-Britain,) being convinces] by the far ti 
« of the reaſons alledged in that behalf, ad . 
ec deſirous of maintaining our union with G. ., 
« Britain in the moſt perfect 1nanner, harſh ,, 
« acknowledged the juſtice of this pretenion i 0 
ce and have declared ourſelyes to be bound , n 
« duty, and willing in fact, to obey the f of 
«© pream legiſlative authority of the palit , 
« ment; though we have wiſhed at the fu, 
e time, that they would forbear to uſe it k ſpl 
<« the purpoſe of impoſing taxes On us, lp. 
« Jeave that ſingle and delicate briſineſs to I dar 
e tranſacted by our own aſſemblies, 2s i e 
ce always uſed to be till the unfortunate ſan twe 
« act in 1764. Theſe have been our mal, 
« rate and friendly ſentiments towards Ch. 


« Britain, though a more clamo rous and " 


10 | 


320 J 


ju Jent party among us has inflamed the people 


k with notions of a very different kind, and 
« has led away a majority in our aſſemblies to 
I declare, that they are not ſubordinate in 
ay reſpect to the Britiſh parliament, but 

perfectly co-ordinate with it, and equal to 

Fi in authority within the limits of their re- 
| ſpective provinces. Theſe pretenſions we 
xe forced to diſapprove, and have, from 

time to time, expreſſed our diſapprobation 
of them, as far as the over-bearing ſpirit of 
| the other party, (who have engaged the com- 

| mon people on their ſide,) has permitted us 
to do ſo: becauſe we were of opinion, that 
| theſe high pretenſions were not only void 
of foundation in truth and reaſon, but that 
| they were contrary likewiſe to good. policy, 
2s they have an immediate tendency to 
ſplit the dominions of the crown of Great- 
Britain into ſo many ſeparate and indepen- 
dant ſtates, and deſtroy that happy union 
and harmony that has hitherto ſubſiſted be- 
tween them. But we had never yet imagi- 
ned, that Great-Britain had begun to envy us 
Ihe enjoyment of our aſſemblies themſelves, 
Wand to wiſh to have us governed intirely by 
| US: &© officers 
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te officers of the crown, without any ſhare i 
« the appointment of the legiſlatures of ou 
te reſpective provinces. But now we hay 
* reaſon to entertain this new and alarmin 
T. ſuſpicion. For an act of parliament i 18 late 
te paſſed, in direct oppoſition to the King 


c cc ponent of October, 170 3, (which w 


ad always looked upon as a facred inſt, 
t ment, that was binding on the king uy 
« nation, and could not be repealed with 
« a breach of the publick faith, but wih 


cc this act has boldly reſcinded and annullel 


* 
A 


by expreſs words ) an act of parliament j 
paſſed, to eſtabli iſh, inſtead of folerating, the 
8 popiſh religion in the province of Quehtd; 
e and to revive the French laws there in; 

ie matters of property and civil rights; al 
bs conſequently, to reſume, from both t 
« French and Engliſh inhabitants of the pr 
« yince, the grant that had been made to th 
« by the ſaid proclamation, of the Engl 


La 
N 


& laws concerning the writ of habeas «fi 


te and the enjoyment of perſonal liberty, 
concerning the trial by jury in all civil ai 
t and of divers other beneficial laws of Ei 
ve land and to eſtabliſh, inſtead of 


« afſemb 


{ 341 } 
I affembly, (which had been promiſed wien 
« by the ſaid proclamation as ſoon as the ſtate. 


« permit, ). a. legiſlative council compoſed of 
[« perſons. nominated by the crown; and which 
4 js not eſtabliſhed for only a ſmall. number of 
e years, but is deſigned (for aught that appears 
to the contrary in the act,) to be the perma- 
nent mode of government for that province to 
ee all future generations and laſtly, (which is 
g 10 a matter that concerns us more nearly than 
* « all the reſt,) to enlarge the boundaries of 


1 [- the province of Quebeck ſo as to take in the 
We five great lakes and all the immenſe and very 
WW fruitful- country contained between them and 


| the rivers Ohio and Miſſiſippi, and which 
“ view, as it ſhould ſeem, that this new and 


e the Roman-Catholick religion (now alſo, ta 
e all appearance, become an object of favour 
* with Great-Britain,) ſhould prevail through» 
out all that vaſt country. What then can we 
* conclude from ſuch an act of parliament, 


60 but 


a and circumſtances of the ſaid province would. 


lies at the back of our provinces; with a 


favourite mode of government, together with 


* (the paſſing of which would ten years ago 
* have been thought an impoſſible event ;) 
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«but abſolutely to deprive us of them, ani 


* new province, which they have erected x 
«'the back of our ſettlements ?----And if thy 
© be their defign, it behoves us Engliſh Ame. 
© ricans, if we deſerve the name of Englil. 


e blies, to unite with heart and hand in de. 
'& fence of them. In ſuch a cauſe we are ready 


& continuance of which cannot be pleaſant to 


a! 
frat that Great-Britain is now governed by 
f the counſels of a ſet of men, who, going far 
«beyond the late Mr. Grenville's fentimeny 


&* in their plan of controuling theſe province, 
* intend not barely to reduce our aſſemblic 
« to their antient and conſtitutional condition 
«' of inferiour legiſlatures, ſubordinate to the 
ce ſupream authority of the Britiſh parliament, 


* govern us by legiſlative councils appointed by 
cc the crown, in imitation of that which they 
te have juſt now eftabliſhed in this immen{ 


« men, and ſet any value on the liberties we 
* now enjoy under the protection of our aſſem. 


te to venture any thing, even life itſelf, the 


« us after the extinction of our liberty, We 
« muſt, therefore, now at laſt give up dee 


e pleaſing hopes which we, the ſober and loyal 


* party in America, (who have acknowledge 
| 15 the f 


I #4} 

u the authority of the Britiſh parliament ove# 
aus,) have hitherto entertained of ſeeing an 
a an amicable concluſion of our preſent diſputes 
4 with our mother-country, ſince ſhe has fo 
far forgot her parental affection towards us 
« as to meditate to reduce us to a ſtate of po- 
J ſitical ſlayery: and we muſt henceforwards 
a unite ourſelves with our more violent brethren 
e to carry on their ſchemes of independance 
„ on Great-Britain ; ſchemes which hey have 
e adopted from ambition, but which we ſhall 
. accede to from the humbler, but not leſs 
7 cogent, motive of neceſſity, from a ſenſe of 
F the impoſſibility of preſerving our former 
i degree of liberty without it, after the diſpo- 
* fition which Great=Britain has manifeſted 
e with reſpect to us by this ſurprizing act for 
the government of Quebeck. - 


| This was the language held about the autumn 
pf the laſt year, 1774, by ſome of the moſt 
moderate Americans in the Engliſh provinces 
ppon the paſſing of the late Quebeck bill; and 
jccordingly we ſee that the oppoſition to the 
uthority of the parliament is now become al- 
oſt univerſal throu ghout thoſe provinces, 


hardly 
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| hardly any perſons in them having, ſince ty 


of England clergy who are moſt ſollicitous fy 


1 


is intended to keep us in a perpetual ſtate of 


The Cana- 


fans are 


not diſpoſ- 


ed (not- 
withſtand- 
ing their 


zealous ate 


tachment 


to the Ro- 
man-Catholick religion) to be employed in reducing the other Americal 
ꝛ the obedience ot the Britiſh Parliament. 
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time, appeared to have any inclination to a0. 
knowledge and ſupport that authority except, 
as I before obſerved, the cuſtom-houſe officer 
and other officers of government in Americy, 
who hold lucrative employments there at the 
pleaſure of the Crown, and a few of the Church 


the eſtabliſhment of e biſhops in thak 


FRENCHMAN. 


I fee plainly that the Quebeck- act is equily 
Prejudicial to us Canadians and to the inhabi 
tants of the Engliſh provinces in America. lt 


enmity againſt thoſe provinces by means of the 
difference of our religions, and to make uſe df 
our aſſiſtance in ſubduing the rebellious inhabi- 
tants of thoſe provinces to the obedience of the 
Britiſh parhament. But the Britiſh government 
will find themſelves much miſtaken in this 
policy. For we Canadians are not diſpoſed t 
be ſo employed againſt our Engliſh neigbbour: 9 
nor does the difference of our religious opinions 


inſpire us with ſentiments of hatred toward 
then 


eing 
reat 


l inf 


345 ] 


| them, after the humane and friendly treatment 
we have received from our Engliſh and pro- 
teſtant fellow- ſubjects in this province, as well 
3 from the Britiſh government here, for the 


Roman-Catholicks: but we are ſo, becauſe we 
xe bred up in that religion, and have no know- 
ledge of any other; and we have happily no 
antipathy to thoſe who have been educated in 
other religious opinions, when we ſee that they 
are fo candidly diſpoſed to grant us the fulleſt 
Uliberty of profeſſing our own. This fine-ſpun, 


been lately adopted by the Britiſh miniſtry,) 
f ſetting us at variance with our proteſtant 
fllow-ſubjes in the neighbouring provinces, 
vl infallibly prove abortive. However, I do 
Wits in North-America: it ought naturally fo to 
beo: and. I hope they will inſiſt upon this act's 


sPÞreat-Britain are brought to a ſettlement. 
to 5 

ENGLISH MAN. 
| You may depend upon it that they will inſiſt 
this as an indiſpenſable preliminary article 
any accommodation they may make with 


Y x... Great- 
Uinſiſt on the repeal of the Quebeck. act. 


5 


Laſt fifteen years. We are, it is true, zealous 


dot wonder it has alarmed the Engliſh colo- 


nt Wcing repealed before the preſent diſputes with 


but malignant, ſcheme, therefore, (which has 


There 1s 
reaſon to 
expect that 
the Englith 
provinces 
in North. 
America 
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Great-Britain: and likewiſe on the repeal of g 


Britain, which (from what we have obſeny 
| before) does not ſeem likely to happen. 


whether our poor Canadians would have <y- 


ment that would be neceſſary to procure a repe 
of it. However, I hope that our ſentiment 


miniſters of ſtate and other perſons of influenc 
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Boſton-charter act. Without theſe two con. 
ditions they will liſten to no terms whatever 
unleſs they ſhould be totally ſubdued by Grey, 


FRENCHMAN. 


I am glad to hear you fay that the Engii 
provinces will inſiſt on the repeal of the O. 
beck-a&t as an indiſpenſable article of ther f 
reconciliation with Great-Britain. For then 1 
hope it will be obtained: whereas I dub 

rage and ſteadineſs enough, (notwithſtandiny 
their great diſlike of it) to unite and perleven 
in making the petitions to the king and patli 


upon this ſubje& will be made known to th eave 


d 


in England, (without our making a form... 


petition againſt the act,) by the teſtimony Murat. 
ſuch honeſt and impartial Engliſhmen as fro}, 
time to time ſhall go from this country Name! 
England, who cannot but perceive how gear 
and how l we are diſpleaſed with it 


E N ( the A 
Iced by 
id toge 


e utur, 
concilie 
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ENGLISHMAN. 

I doubt whether ſuch repreſentations as thoſe 
{however reſpectable they may be, from the 
gumber and the characters of the perſons who 
all make them, and from the uniformity of 


at obnoxious act; and am inclined to think 
that (if the other American colonies ſhould take 
bo notice of it) nothing leſs than ſtrong and 
&eneral petitions of the Canadians themſelves 
kill be ſufficient for that purpoſe : if even thoſe 
Would be ſucceſsful. So that your beſt chance 
r getting rid of this act ſeems to ariſe from 


bolonies and the reſolution with which they ſeem 
etermined to inſiſt on its repeal. 


FRENCHMAN. 
Well; I hope they will ſucceed in their en- 
eavours to obtain the repeal both of this act 


reat-Britain would add to theſe repeals a de- 
aration of the kind we have before mentioned 
ncerning the future taxation of America, 
Wamely, © that ſhe will never impoſe any in- 
mal taxes upon them until they have been 
X X 2 permitted 


conciliation between Gicat- Britain and North-America. 


their teſtimony) will ever procure the repeal of 


the alarm which it has given to the Engliſh 


d the Boſton-charter act. And then, if The repeal 


of the Que- 
beck-act 
and the 
Boſton- 
charter act, 


topetier 
with are. 


ſolution 
not to im- 
poſe inter- 
nal taxes 


the Americans, nor to diſpoſe by act of parliament of the revenue pro- 
Iced by external taxes, but to leave it to the diſpoſal of their aſſemblies, 
d together with an aſſurance that their charters ſhould not be altered for 
© future without a charge and hearing, would be a good foundation tor a 
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permitted to ſend repreſentatives to the Brig, 
parliament, and that, when ſhe impoſes zh 
external taxes upon them, the revenue ariſing 
from ſuch taxes ſhall be left to the diſpoſal d 
the legiſlatures of the ſeveral provinces in which 
it ſhall ariſe, reſpectively, and ſome affurang 
that their charters ſhall not, for the future, h 
taken away or altered, without firſt bringing 
formal charge in parliament, accompanied wit 
proper proofs, of an abuſe of the privileg 
contained in them, and a hearing of the po- 
vinces ſo charged in their own defence; I ſhould 
imagine the Americans would be content to 
return to their former ſubjection to Great-Britan 
and acknowledge, or, at leaſt, comply vit, 
the authority of the Britiſh parliament upon al 
other ſubjects, 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I intirely agree with you in thinking th 
theſe are the grand preliminary articles on whic 
a reconciliation with Great-Britain ought to 
grounded, and without which there is no pi 
ſpect of its taking place. But there are a fe 
other points upon which it would be both e- 
and very prudent for Great-Britain to give tl 

America 
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Americans fatisfaction, and which otherwiſe 
may become the occaſions of future diſputes 
detween the two countries. Theſe points are; 
the lucrative places in America, which are 
executed by deputies; the quit- rents paid to 
the king by the holders of land in America; 


me eſtabliſhment of proteſtant biſhops in Ame- 


Some other 
points in 
which it 
would be 
expedient 
to give the 
Americans. 
{atisfac. 
og -- 


rica; and the amendment of the conſtitution 


of the ſeveral councils of thoſe provinces which 
have no charters, but are governed only by the 
king's commiſſions to his governours. If theſe 
| points were ſettled to the ſatisfaction of the 


WAmericans, (as they might eaſily be without 


prejudice to the intereſts of Great-Britain,) I 


Would imagine they would greatly contribute 


a permanent reconciliation between Great- 
Britain and her colonies. | 


FRENCHMAN. 
In what manner would you propoſe that 


re the apprehenſions the Americans entertain 
oncerning them ? 


E N Ge 


Wick matters ſhould be ſettled? and what 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


The firſt of theſe ſubjects, the lucrative eq. 
ployments under the government, which As 
Of the lu- enz | t 1 
Of a. enjoyed by perſons reſident in England, a 
vil offices executed by deputies, has occaſioned fr equent 
in the A- complaints in this very province, and particy. 
word 1 larly amongſt the Canadians. How often har 
enjoyed by you heard your countrymen complain of the 
perions re- frais de Juſtice, et du bureau du ſecretaire + | 


ſident in 

England, 7 A. . 

rn HR province, and perhaps yourſelf Joined with then 

_—_— . making theſe complaints? Now thee are, in 
ties . . 

4g 3 part, the effects of the manner in which the 

| offices of provoſt-marſhal and ſecretary of thi 

Of the ao | 

on in Province have been granted. In the year 176, 

of provoſt- when a reſolution was taken by the Engli 

marſhal in I" ft Rabl; a og | 

the pro- Miniſters of ſtate to eſtabliſh a civil government 

vince of 


in this province of Quebeck by granting to 
general Murray, (who at that time commanded 
in it, as the ſenior military officer on the ſpot,) : 
commiſſion to be civil governour of it; but beiora 
ſuch commiſſion was received, or had even been 
paſſed, and conſequently before any courts d 
juſtice, or other offices of civil government 
were erected there by virtue of it; his Majelyf 
was pleaſed to grant a commiſſion under tht 
grea 


Quebeck. 
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great ſeal of Great-Britain to an Engliſh gentle- 
nan of good eſtate in the county of Suſſex, of 


the leaſt intention of coming over to Canada,) 
to be provoſt-marſhal of the province of Canada; 
ſor ſo this province is improperly called in this 
bommiſſion, though in the great commiſſion of 
aptain-general and governour in chief granted 
bo general Murray, and likewiſe in the famous 
oyal proclamation of October, 1763, (in which 


Civil government in this province, ) it is called 
the province of Quebeck, This commiſſion was 
lated on the 23d of September, 1763 ; which was 
before the dates both of the ſaid commiſſion of 
povernour granted to Gen. Murray, and of the ſaid 
oyal proclamation, It was granted to this Mr. 
Turner for his life, with a power to execute it 
y one, or more, ſufficient deputies, who ſhould 
de reſident in the province, and for whoſe faith» 

ul diſcharge of their duty he was to be anſwer- 


ges as were enjoyed by any other provoſt- 


| "as at liberty to hunt out the largeſt table of 


he name of Nicholas Turner, (who had not 


the king declared his intention of ereRing a 


ble; and with ſuch fees, profits, and advan- Of the fees 
which the 


narſhal on the whole continent of North-Ame- =arb4l 
was authg- 


a, By virtue of theſe laſt words Mr. Turner ized by 


commilior 
fees io demand. 
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L 352 J 
fees that could be found in the richeſt provincg 
of North-America, (as for inſtance, in Peng. 
vania, Virginia, or South-Carolina,) and 1 
it the ſtandard of thoſe he was authorized g 
demand for himſelf in this poor province of () Que 
beck, or, perhaps, to compoſe a new tal! x 
fees from the largeſt fees that ſhould be four 
to be taken in ſeveral different provinces 9 
North-America: for the words of this part , 
the commiſſion are ſo looſe and general, thy 
it is difficult to aſcertain their true meaning, z 
you will eaſily perceive when I repeat them 
They are as follow; * with all fees, rights, 
profits, privileges and advantages whathewr, 
thereunto belonging, in as full and ample mann: 
as any other provoſt-marſhal of any our privint 

or colonies, in North- America does hold and e 
or of right ought to bold and enjoy, the ſame; 
Thus Canada (which was at that time a pod 
province, and in which the people had be: 
| uſed to pay very low fees of office of ec 
kind; I mean ſuch as were low even for a poo 
province ;) was at once, in this negligent man 
ner, made liable to pay as great fees as ti 
richeſt province of North-America for eve 
thing done in the office of provoſt-marſhi 
5 i 
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it is, in the execution of the judgements and 
ders of all the courts of juſtice in the pro- 
-nce; and this for the private benefit of an 
Engliſh gentleman, who had no intention of 
ming over to Canada to execute the office 
imſelf, but who was permitted to farm it out 
o his deputies for the beſt price he could get. 
t is no wonder this proceeding was — 
f by the Canadians, : 


= © 


urſued on this occaſion was very obvious. An 
pſtruchon ſhould have been ſent to governour 
lurray and the council of the province, to 
quire in the firſt place, what were the fees 


the ſeveral proceſſes of the courts of civil 


wernment, and make a report of them to his 
zeſty ; and, 2dly, to report their opinion 
ncerning the fees which the ſaid people could 
en afford to pay, and would readily conſent 
pay for thoſe ſervices; and, thirdly, what 


and, 4thly, whether it would be moſt 


Now the conduct which ought to have been The con- 


duct which 
govern- 


mentought 


to have 
purſued on 
that occae 
ſion, 


ad by the people of Canada for the execution 


dicature and for the other branches of a pro- 
pſt-marſhal's duty, in the time of the French 


annual amount of ſuch fees would probably | 


Yy convenient 
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convenient to have one provoſt-marſhal, 
ſheriff, for the whole province, or to h 
the province (which was very large) Into tyo 
or three different diſtricts (as in the time 
the French government it had been dividy 
into three diſtricts,) and appoint a ſein 
officer of this kind to each diſtrict ; and, Sthly, 
whether, in their opinion, the amount of the 
fees which the Canadians had been uſed to py 
under the French government, or which ti 
could then eaſily afford, and would chearfil 
conſent, to pay, would be ſufficient to induc 
capable and reſponlible perſons, reſident in th 
province, and acquainted with the French à 
well as the Engliſh language, to undertake the 
offices; and, if theſe fees were not ſuffici 
for that purpoſe, to report to his Majeſty tha 
opinion of the quantum of the falaries whid 
it would be neceſſary to annex to theſe offi 
over and above the ſaid moderate fees, in orde 
to induce ſuch capable and reſponſible per 
to undertake them. When theſe things | 
been carefully inquired into, and fully report 
to his Majeſty, by the governour and count 
of the province, it would have been proper 
appoint onc or more provoſt-marſhals, or f 
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ifs, (as ſhould have been thought neceſſary,) 
who ſhould have been conſtantly reſident in 
the province and well acquainted with both 
he French and Engliſh languages, with mo- 


ke ſuch very moderate fees as ſhould have 
en ſet down in a liſt allowed by his Majeſty's 
ner in his privy-council for that purpoſe after 
he inquiry and report of the governour and 
jouncil of the province above-mentioned ; and 
ithout any power to make a deputy, except 
pon very particular occaſions, as in caſes of 
ckneſs ; and then with the governour's licence. 


hould have thought one hour's attention to the 
ject would have ſuggeſted it to any man. 


© FRENCHMAN. 
| ſhould have thought fo too. And I heartily 


7163, (when that commiſſion of provoſt-mar- 
1 of this province was granted to that Mr, 
urner,) had beſtowed that one hour's atten- 
on upon it, and purſued the conduct you 
ention. It would have prevented thouſands 
| complaints that have been made in this pro- 

| Yy 2 VINCA 


rate ſalaries, if neceſſary, and a power to 


Ill this appears to me to be ſo plain, that I 


"uh his Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate in the year 


— —— "6-5 = - * : 3 
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The fees 
allowed by 
the afore- 
ſaid com- 
miſſion of 
provoſt- 
marſhal 
were too 
great for 
the pro- 
vince of 


Quebeck. 


« 


The clauſe Not to mention the abſurdity of expreſling 
of the com- 


miſſion 
which 1e- 


lates to the in ſuch vague and general terms as thoſe wh 


fees de- 


ſcribes the 
quantity of : f 
them in a very looſe and uncertain manner. 


' monly low; fo that what might appear a very | 
moderate fee to an Engliſh inhabitant of th 


commiſſion ; though it has fince acquired 1 


1 36 1 
vince concerning the exorbitant fees paid to that Ml 
officer by thoſe who were engaged in law-ſuiz 
For, as you well obſerved juſt now, the fe 
we were uſed to pay on theſe occaſions in the 


time of the French government, were uncon. 


province, has appeared to us an enormous one 
and beſides, this province was one of the poor 


bf 
in North-America at the time of granting tht 


ce 
kr 
of 
be 
Ar 
the 


Pq 


conſiderable quantity of gold and ſilver by th 
large exportations of corn that have been madd 
from hence to Barcelona and other places 
Spain for theſe ten or twelve years paſt unde 
the mild adminiſtration of the Engliſh govern 
ment and the protection of the Engliſh lans 
which took place here till the late Quebeck-al 
And therefore at that time it was very unjut 
to require the people of this province to pe 
the ſame fees to the provoſt-marſhal as we 
paid in the rich province of South Carolin 


el 
WO 


and 
power of demanding fees of the king's ſubjxWp, 


are uſed 1n this commiſſion, which do not ret 


"WW 7 
ty any one particular province of North- Ames 
ca, but to all of them together: which ſeems 
o make thoſe words almoſt unintelligible, and 
Ml coght, in my opinion, to make the whole com- 
miſſion void on account of its uncertainty. 


ENGLISHMAN. 
Your obſervation is very juſt. The words The words 
bf the king's patents ought to be as clear and ef 
certain as poſſible, and ought to manifeſt a full grants 


To ; ought tobe 
knowledge in the king of the extent and value My. ug 


of the things he.grants in them, whether they — 
be lands, or rights and privileges of any kind. 

And, upon this principle, every patent declares 

the king to act * ex certd ſcientid, that is, 

* of his own certain knowledge; and where 

that is not the caſe, the king is conſidered in 

y as having been decetved in his grant, and 

the patent may be revoked. And this patent 

ems fo liable to this objection, that I almoſt 

zonder the lord chancellor of Great-Britain of 

hat time, (who was the earl of Northington, 

nd who was reputed a man of abilities,) ſhould 

we put the great ſeal to it. But we may ſup- 

joſe that, in the multiplicity of the buſineſs of 

Ws high ſtation, he never read it. 
F RENCH- 
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It is unjuſt 


Profits of it. 


or convenience, of an Engliſh gentleman r- 
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FRENCH MAN. 


But, if the patent had been ever fo corre 


> 22 @F*F 


ach foes in the wording of i, and had even ſet forth 
fineſs done à liſt of the fees which it had enabled the pio. (b 
. voſt-marſhal to demand, (as it ought to hay jul 
— to done, ); and if this province had been rich in. WW? 
principal ſtead of poor; and theſe fees had been very of 
rpg moderate, and ſuch as the Canadians col th 
depu have afforded to pay; yet I ſhould ſtill hae 

do the thought that the granting of this office to ; 
>" perſon who was to reſide in England, and n 
= _ execute it by a deputy, would have been a E 
ſaid prin- Wrong meaſure, and unjuſt towards the inha- Wi þ 
cpy! 2n  bitants of this province. For why ſhould we * 
Out of the 


Canadians be forced to pay a tax, (under the 
form and name of fees,) for the maintenance, 


ſiding in the county of Suſſex? For every pat 
of the fees we pay to any officer, beyond wg 
is ſufficient for a reward to the acting perſon 
who really does the duty of the office, is, t 
truth, a tax upon the ſubject for the ſupport d 
an idle man: and, whenever the fees of a 
office are ſo great and ſo numerous that a propel 


and ſufficient man can be found that is willing 
2 
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p act as a deputy in the office for a part of the 
| profits of it, and conſequently to pay a farm- 

[--nt to the principal officer for the privilege of 

zung as his deputy, the fees of that office, 
(however ſmall they may be,) are too great by 
juſt ſo much as contributes to produce the rent 
" to the principal officer, and ought, in point 
of juſtice, to be reduced ſo far as to annihilate 
that rent. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


D . * Q* This ob- | 
| You now enter fully into my objection to jegion is 
[theſe lucrative places in America, which are made by 
| the Ameri- 


enjoyed by perſons reſiding in England and cans to the 


executed by deputies who farm them. The —_— 


Americans confider them in the light in which we poet 
you have juſt now placed them, and complain ments, 
ef them as inſtances of the diſpoſition of the gen ae 
Britiſh government to neglect the welfare and. Perſons re- 


rt 5 n : ſident in 
| ſaisfaction of the American provinces, and to N e 
Id exe · 


ake uſe of them only as a fund for increaſing cuted by 


5 6 . their de u- 
the influence of the crown in gratifying its fa- 3 


ſourites in Great-Britain with lucrative and fine- America, 


ure employments. This ground of complaint And it 


ought to b 
| would therefore fain ſee removed, by aboliſh- ae 7 


g the patents that have been granted of theſe in ings 9g 2 


offices LEES 
latisfaRtions 


Of the of- 
fice of ſe- 


f 360 1 


offices to perſons reſident in Great-Britain ( 

* 0 . : p | 
mean with proper compenſations to the Pa 
tentees for the loſs of them,) and regulating 


the offices themſelves in a manner that wayz 


be ſatisfactory to the Americans. 


— 


F RENCHMAN. 


I think you mentioned the office of ſecretay 


eretary of Of this province as having been granted to | 


the pro- 


vince of 


gentleman in England with the like power af 


Webeck. making a deputy, who ſhould reſide in the 


province and do the duty of it; and that th 


has been, in a great meaſure, the cauſe of the 


complaints that have been made in this pro- 


| vince againſt the great fees that have been r- 


quired of us for all the buſineſs done in that 
office, Pray, to whom, and in what manner, 
was this office granted, upon the eſtabliſhmen 
of the civil government of this province? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


It was granted to a gentleman of the name 
of Ellis, who had been governour of Soutl- 
Carolina, and who was a great favourite of the 
Jate earl of Halifax, who was at that time ont 


of his Majeſty's ſecretaries of ſtate, The patent 
| 


39-1 


more than five months before the date of the 
proclamation of October, 1763, in which his 


Majeſty declared his royal intention of eſtabliſſi- 


ling a civil government in this province, and 
Wconſequently before it was known with cer- 
ſuinty that ſuch an office as that of ſecretary of 
he province would be neceſſary. And, leſt the 
Irrofits of the office of ſecretary of the province 
ſhould prove too ſmall to be worth an Engliſh 
pentleman 's notice, three other offices of great 
Importance in this province were granted to the 
ame perſon by the ſame patent, to wit, the 
fices of clerk of the council of the province, 
ommiſſary, or ſteward general, of the proviſions 
nd ſtores of the king's forces in this province, 
Ind clerk of the inrolments for the inrolling 
nd regiſtering all deeds and conveyances made 
the ſaid province, and alſo all bills of ſale 
Ind letters patent, or other acts or matters 
ſually inrolled, or which by the laws of that 
vince ſhould be directed to be inrolled. 


5 
ll 


h- | 
belt ſeems rather ſtrange to talk of matters 
eee inrolled in a province which hitherto 
ad had no Civil government in it ſince its ſub- 


| T. 1 


jection 


z dated on the 3oth of April, 1763, that is, 


Three 
other ofi- 
ces were 
granted to 
the ſame 
perſon by 
the ſame 
patent. 


A remark 
on the in- 
accurate 
wording o 
the patent 
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They were, be anſwerable. And, accordingly, Mr. Els 
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jection to the crown of Great-Britain, Rye 
ſuch are the words of the patent; by whic, 
vou may ſee how negligently matters of thi 
kind were tranſacted. 
8 All theſe four offices were given by this py, 
in —_ tent to the faid gentleman to hold during hi 
cute the natural lite, with a power to execute them by 
ſaid ofices one or more ſufficient deputies, who ſhout 


by deputy. 
reſide in the province, and for whom he ſhoul 


according- | 
53 ſoon after farmed them all out to a deputy 


n (who was reſident in this province, ) for the 
t : 
Ay ſum of /.300 ſterling a year. 


year. 


oa et The clauſe about the fees to be taken inthe 
in theſe Offices ſeems to be leſs liable to exception tha 
offices, : . | 
the clauſe upon that ſubject in the commiſſion 
of the provoſt-marſhal; becauſe it ſeems rathe 
to refer to ſuch fees as ſhall be thereaiter eſt 
bliſhed in the province by ſome ſuffic ient auth 
rity, (it does not ſay, by what authority ;) tha 
to authorize the patentee to take the hight 
fees he can find to be taken in the like office 
in any of the provinces of North-America, 8 
done in that other patent. Yet the words of 
4 


9 1 


15 much too vague and uncertain, as I believe 
you will readily agree with me, when I repeat 
them to you. They are as follows. Mith all The clauſe 


of the pa- 


7 ſalaries, fees, profits, perquiſites, and advan- tent 1 
rages whatſoever to the ſaid offices and places, or fes, * 
any of them, yorntly or ſeverally in any wiſe be- 

ging, or which are or ſhall be eftabliſhed, or 

alle, for, or in reſpect of, the exerciſe, or 
Wexecution of the ſaid ojjices and places reſpectively, 

= is full and ample manner, to all intents and 

purpoſes, as any other ſecretary, or clerk of the 

uncl, of any of our provinces of North-America 

es bold and enjoy, or of right to hold or enjoy, 

le ſame.” You fee here another inſtance of 
egligence. The two other offices, of com- 

wſary of the flores, and clerk of the inrolments 

deeds and conveyances, are intirely omitted in 

bis clauſe concerning the fees and perquiſites. 


FRENCHMAN. 
Indeed this ſeems to be a ſtrange omiſſion : 
d with reſpect to the ſees to be taken in the 


ko offices of ſecretary of the province and 


ak of the council, it ſeems doubtful to me de. 


iether this clauſe (which, though very ver- cerving oy 
; . , Meaning o 
ic, is wonderfully obſcure,) was not intended the fad 


4 22 4 15 clauſe. 
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to give the patentee a right to take all the ſeg 
that were taken by perſons who held the fan 


offices in any of the provinces of North-Aye. 
rica, and alfo to take ſuch other fees as hoy} 


W 
be eſtabliſhed, or allowed, in this province y at 
other matters that might not be tranſacted u th 
other provinces, or for which, (if they wei b 
tranſacted there) it might happen that no 0 | Ct 
were taken. | th 
ENGLISHMAN. 

Perhaps this may be the true mcaning o ; 
theſe words. But it is certain they are much # 
too vague and obſcure, and ſhew that very litl 5 
regard was paid, at the time of granting tha 4 

patent, to the convenience and circumſtances (l D 

the inhabitants of this province, or to any thing * 
but the intereſt of the patentee, Accordingly ef 
you well know that the fees of the office " 
ſecretary of this province and of the office oy G. 
clerk of the inrolments, or (as it is more fr bh 
quently called,) of regiſter of the provinc by 

have been much complained of by the Cu | 


dians, as intolerably heavy. 


FRENC 
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FRENCHMAN, 


Oh! univerſally, and moſt juſtly : for they 
were often found to be much too large for the 
abilities of us poor Canadians, But I hear that 
theſe offices are now going to be put under a 
better regulation by the care and direction of 
| cur governour, general Carleton, Pray, is 

| this true? 


ENGLISHMAN. 

I is. General Carleton, having been much The afore- 

affected by the frequent and loud complaints Pp rer 
made to him by the Canadians againſt the fees listed by 


the late 
taken in theſe and the like offices, and finding Quebeck- 


dat no redreſs could be given to them by bis oy 
authority as governour of the province, by rea- 
ſon of the permanent intereſt which the holders 
of theſe offices had in them for their reſpective 
lives by theſe patents under the great ſeal of 
Great-Britain, did, when he was lately in Eng- 
land, recommend it ſtrongly to the king's mi- 
niſters of ſtate, to procure theſe patents to be 
aboliſhed, and give the patentees adequate pen- 
| fons for their lives in lieu of them. And this 
wholeſome advice has been taken, and the thing 


11 done, 
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done, though in a manner which was not quite 


conſiſtent with the reſpect that was due to the 
two houſes of the Britiſh parliament. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Pray, what was the manner of doing it? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


The re. lt was a manner of proceeding that you woul 

markable | 
manner of never have thought of for ſuch a purpoſe, | 
Ca was by drawing in the Houſe of Commons a 
_ Houſe of Lords to aboliſh theſe patents under 
the great ſeal of Great-Britain by three or four 
general words in a clauſe of the Quebeck-bill 
without knowing what they were about, or that 
ſuch patents were intended to be aboliſhed, or 
that the patentees had conſented that they ſhould 
be aboliſhed, or had received ſatisfactory com- 
penſations for the abolition of them, or, per- 
haps, that any ſuch patents had ever been 
granted. The preamble to the ſecond great 
enacting clauſe of the Quebeck- bill ſtates, 
that the proviſions made for the government 
of the province of Quebeck by the royal pro- 
clamation of October, 1763, and the 7 
| 10 
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undd authorities given to the governour and other 


vil officers of the ſaid province by the grants 


nd commiſfions iſſued in conſequence of the 
Cid proclamation, had been found, upon ex- 
perience, to be inapplicable to on ftate and 
:-comſtances of the ſaid provinces;” and then 
he aid enacting clauſe enacts, That the ſaid 
rroclamation, fo far as the ſame relates to the 
F province of Quebeck, and the commiſſion 
under the authority whereof the government of 
the faid province 1s at preſent adminiſtered, and 
ll and every the ordinance and ' ordinances, 
made by the governour and council of Quebeck 
x the time being, relative to the civil govern- 
ent and adminiſtration of juſtice in the ſaid 
rovince, and all commiſſions to judges and 
ther officers thereof, be revoked, annulled, 
Ind made void, from and after the firſt day of 
ay, one thouſand, ſeven hundred, and leventy- 
Ive,” In this clauſe, under the words * other 
fers thereof” come our friends the provoſt- 
arſhal and that multiform officer, the ſecre- 
ary of the province, clerk of the council, clerk 
I the inrolments, and commiſlary of the ſtores, 
ad another patent-officer of leſs importance, 
aled the naval officer, But, I dare fay, very 
tew 
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few members of either houſe of Parliamey 
ſuſpected that any of the commiſſions herchy 
vacated were beneficial patents for life = 
the great ſeal of Great-Britain. They woll 
otherwiſe, moſt certainly, have inquired whe. 
ther the patentees of ſuch offices were col. 
tented that their patents ſhould be vacated, ay 
were ſatisfied with the compenſations they wer 
to receive in lieu of them, But no ſuch ingun 
was made, and not a word was ſaid about they, 
It is true indeed that one of theie patenteez 
Mr. Turner, the provoſt-marſhal, died juſt 3 
| Little before the Quebeck- bill paſſed, but, (f! 
remember right,) after it had been brought into 
the Houſe of Lords. But the other two, that 
is, the ſecretary of the province, and clerk d 
the council, &c. who was one Mr. Robert, 
(governour Ellis, the original patentee of thek 
offices, having reſigned them ſome years beſor 
upon a private agreement with Mr. Roberts 
and a new patent for them, under the great {: 
of Great-Britain, having been granted to the 
ſaid Mr. Roberts,) and the naval officer, wen 
ſtill alive. Yet no information was given tt 
either houſe of parliament that ſuch officer 


were either dead, or alive, or had refigned the 
offices 


9 1 

offices, or conſented that they ſhould he abo- 
ned in conſequence of reaſonable compenſa- 
tions received, or to be received, in lieu of them, 
nor even that ſuch offices had ever been granted 
Jor life by patents under the great ſeal ; but 
they were artfully drawn in to aboliſh theſe 


vords above-mentioned, other officers thereof.” 
Now this I conſider as a great indecorum, in the 
conduct of the perſons who framed and brou ght 
n that bill, with reſpect to both W of 
parliament. 


FRENCHMAN. 


A very great one indeed! and ſuch as 1 ould 
Fever have ſuſpected! I hope, however, that the 
atentees had reaſonable compenſations made 
em in private for the loſs of their offices, tho 
think it was originally wrong to grant them 


ch offices. 
ENGLISHMAN. 


[ have been well aſſured that the faid ſecre- 
Wy of the province, and clerk of the council, 


em, received ample compenſations for the 
Aaa lols 


patents, without knowing it, under the general 


c. and the ſaid naval officer have, both of 
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offices 


ought to be 


$999 to 
_ leparate 


officers, re- 


ſident in 
the pro- 


vinces to 
which they; 


belong, 


and not ſe- Caſes, and then with the governour's licendt 


veral of 
them to 


: therefore join moſt heartily with you in you 


would, doubtleſs, give great pleaſure to th 


The ow: Americans. And I further think that it woul 


one man. 
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loſs of their patents: fo that the proceed 
has not been injurious to them, though juſt 
liable to cenſure on account of its diſſe, 
fulneſs to the two houſes of. parliament.— gu 
I hope you now conceive the objections wid 
the Americans entertain againſt the Jucraiy 
places in their reſpective provinces, which 2 
granted for life to perſons reſident in Grey. 
Britain, and executed in America by deputis; 
and why I wiſh to ſee thoſe grants aboliſhed, 


FRENCHMAN. 


I conceive thoſe objections moſt clearly 
and I think them very juſtly founded; a 


propoſal of aboliſhing theſe grants, whic 


be proper to take care never to give more th 
one of thele offices to one perſon, even whe 
they are given (as, we before agreed, they ougt 
to be) to perſons reſident in the provinces whe! 
they are held, and without a power of appoil 
ing a deputy, except in certain extraordina 


For ſurely an office is more likely to be wt 
Execute 


F-39833 

-cuted when it is the only office of the perfon 
po holds it, than when it is one amongſt 
pany that are enjoyed by the ſame man, and 

un therefore claim only a part of his time and 
tention. Not to mention that the monopoly 
offices under government 1s always odious in 
lf, (even if the duty of them were to be 
lectly well executed,) and gives room to 
my and diſcontent. | 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Your obſervation is perfectly juſt. And I 

erefore ſhould be glad to fee a proviſion made 

authority of parliament that no two of theſe 

ces ſhould be held by the ſame perſon. I am Mott of 
þ inclined to think that moſt of theſe offices hang 


3 3 . , vn beappoint- 
ould not be given away by his Majeſty's own by vhs 


of the pro- 
e ſeyeral provinces to which they belong; be- ee e 


uſe theſe governours are much more likely OY _ 
know who are the fitteſt perſons, reſident in 
ir reſpective provinces, to diſcharge the duty 
theſe offices, than his Majeſty's ſecretaries of 
te, or other miniſters of ſtate, in England, 
Mn whoſe recommendations his Majeſty's 
n appointments to offices are uſually made. 
Aaa 2 But, 


uit 


dointments, but by thoſe of the governours of governours | 
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by the go. ſuſpended from the exerciſe of them, at th 


-0 


9} 
They But, when ONCE theſe C:vil officers Were on: 
ſhould not ng : Pa] 
be liable to Pointed by the governours, it might be expef. 


be remov- 


ed. or ſuſ. ent that they ſhould hold their places with ſome 
pended, by degree of independance on them, and ng, 


the gover- i 5 , 
nours a- liable to be either removed from their offices 9 


lone, but 


vernours* / aid governours alone, b 
vernonrs Pleaſure of the ſaid g > but oh 


conſent of by an order of the governour and council q 
the majori- . 2 2 
each province conjointiy, by a concurrence 


ty of the | 
councils of 4 majority of the whole number of its member 


the provin- PA | , 
ces, or by with the governour, or by his Majeſty's gn 


the king 1 ; R 5 R 
his ey order in his privy council. l 
council. Dp a 
The fees to And, as to the fees to be taken by te 
be takenfor | 


the future Officers, they ought to be ſettled by the aſſm 
by thee Yes of the ſeveral provinces in which they e 


officers 

mould be aid. they being a {c 'taY i. 
gal h to be pid, they bring a fort of tx upon 

the aſſem- people. le 
blies of the | 5 | | ol 
provinces. FRENCHMAN. q 
22 This would certainly be a very juſt and fi w 
compenſa- 


tions to be factory regulation with reſpect to the America v 
made to the 


patentees But would not the compenſations that mult 


3 given to the patentees for the loſs of the 5 
offices, amount to a conſiderable ſum of mon 50 
per annum? And out of what fund ought th 1 


to be paid ? Ex. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


As the deſign of ſuch a meaſure would be 
to promote a reconcihation between Great-Bri- 
tan and her American colonies, (which would 
| be an event of the utmoſt advantage to Great- 
Britain,) I would have theſe compenſations ta 


the patentees charged on the revenue of Great- 


Britain. What they would amount to, I cannot 


ky with any certainty. But I ſhould think 
they could not exceed twenty thouſand pounds 
ſterling per annum while all the patentees remiain 


alive; which, though it is a conſiderable ſum of 


money, will make but a ſmall part of the firſt 
year's expence of the civil war we ſeem likely to 


enter into with theſe colonies, And in a few years 


itwould be annihilated by the deaths of the paten- 
tees. That conſideration therefore ought to be no 
objection to this meaſure, if in other reſpects 
it deſerves to be adopted. What I therefore 
would propoſe upon this ſubject, (to bring the 
whole into one view ;) is as follows. 


In the firſt place to require the ſeveral perſons 
who have patents under the great ſeal of Great- 
Britain for their lives, or during their good be- 


haviour, of any of the following places in any 


of the Britiſh colonies or provinces in North- 
America, 


The whole 


regulation 
recom- 


mended on | 


this ſub- 
ject, 
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America, or the Weſt-India iſlands, to wit, the 
place of ſecretary of a province, or clerk of the | 
council of a province, or clerk of the inrg. 
ments of deeds and conveyances, or commiſſary, 
or ſteward, of the proviſions aud ſtores of the 
king's forces in the ſame, o jrovoſt-marſhal, 
ſheriff, of the ſame, or naval ciiicer of the fame, 
or coroner of the ſame, or egiſter of the cor 
of Chancery in the ſame, or clerk of any court of 
juſtice in the ſame; or of any other civil emp. 
ment in the fame, by virtue of which ſez; ys 
taken from the inhabitants of the faid province; 
deliver in upon oath to the Britiſh Houſe of Com. 
mons an account of the profits they have t 
ceived from their ſaid offices reſpectively during 
the laſt ſeven years, and to ſet forth the ſeveral 
particulars from which thoſe profits have ariſen, 
as well as they are able, and the rents at which 
they have let their offices to farm to their ſeveral 
deputies, and to give full anſwers to all queſtions 
that ſhall be aſked them by any members of the 
Houſe of Commons concerning the ſaid offices. 


| Secondly, After this inquiry into the nature 
and profits of theſe offices, to paſs an act of 
parliament to vacate all the faid patents and 
EL te :.- - ſettl 


N 


cle upon the ſeveral patentees penſions for 
their lives, payable out of the ſinking fund, 
producing, (clear of all taxes and other de- 
guctions,) ſums equal to the yearly value of 
the rents received by the ſeveral patentees, 
ſtom the deputies who have farmed their offices 
of them, upon an average during the laſt ſeven 
years. 


Thirdly, To enact in the fame act of par- 
lament, that the ſaid offices ſhall never more 
be granted to any perſons for their lives, nor 
with a general power to execute them by deputy, 
but ſhall be given only to perſons reſiding in 
the province, without any power to appoint a 
deputy, unleſs in caſe of grievous ſickneſs, and 
then with the governour's licence, and for a 
erm not exceeding three months. 


Fourthly, To provide in the ſame act that 
ho fees ſhall be taken for the ſuture by the 
perſons who ſhall be appointed to the ſaid 
offices, but ſuch as ſhall be appointed and al- 
owed by the general aſſembly of the province 
u which they are to be paid. 


le Fiſthly, 
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Fifthly, To provide in the fame act h 
no two of the faid offices ſhall, under ar 
pretence whatſoever, be holden by the fr (Mr 
perſon ; and, conſequently, that the acceptan h 
of a ſecond office by a perſon who is poſſeſſeda i 
one of theſe offices before, ſhall operate 2; 
reſignation of the firſt office. 


Sixthly, To provide in the ſame act, thy 
11 the offices of ſecretary of the province, cle 
of the council of the province, regiſter of te M 
court of Chancery, clerk of the inrolment d q 
deeds and conveyances, provoſt-marſha, «i 
ſheriff, and coroner, in every province, (tall 
be granted by the governour of every pr. 
vince by a commiſſion under the publick ſelf 
of the ſame, of which he (by his commilinlſþ 
of governour) is the keeper ; and that t 
ſhall hold their ſaid offices without being lil 
to be either removed from the ſame, or ſuſpend 
from the exerciſe of the ſame, by the governau 
of the ſaid province alone, but ſhall be liablet 
be removed therefrom by the governour a 
the council of the ſaid province conjointly, priſe 
| vided that a majority of the whole number i 
the members of the council, (including t 
abſent members as well as thoſe that are preſen 
; 1 
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1 
ſhall concur with the governour in ſuch a mo- 
tion; and likewiſe they ſhall be liable to be 


removed by the King's majeſty by his order in 
* privy- council. 


Seventhly, To provide in the ſame act for 
lthe appointment of the other officers of the 
province, who perhaps ought not to be ap- 
pointed by the governour. I am inclined to 


| 
[ 
| 
0 


Buſtice ought to be appointed by the judges of 
" hoſe courts, or the chief juſtice of each, as is 
1 he practice in England; and that the receiver- 
general of the revenue, and the collector and 
tomptroller of the cuſtoms, and the naval officer, 
bught to have no ſort of dependance on the 
povernour, but to be appointed by the king 


ther of his Majeſty's miniſters in England. 
Put, whether theſe opinions are well or ill 
unded, at leaſt it ought to be clearly aſcer- 
uned in the act, by whom theſe other officers 
Would be appointed, and with what tenure in 
Wer offices; to the end that all future abuſes 
ay be prevented. 


N think that the clerks of the ſeveral courts of 


im(elf, or the lords of the treaſury, or ſome 


Bbb Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, It ſhould be provided in the fans 
act, that no place, or office, in any of the c. 
lonies, or provinces, of North-America or th, 
Weſt- Indies, ſhould upon any occaſion, or un. 
der any pretence, be granted in reverſion ; x 
nothing can be more abſurd and liable 9 
abuſe than this practice of granting places i 
reverſion. 


And, ninthly, It ſhould be provided ir the 
fame act, that no place, or office, whatſoever i 
any of the ſaid colonies, or provinces, ſhoulf 
be granted even in poſſeſſion to any perſon un- 
der the age of five and twenty years: becauſe 
the giving employments of conſequence to boyz 
or very young men, through favour, very much 
degrades the dignity of government. 


You now ſee in one view the whole of whit 
occurs to me as fit to be done upon this ſubjed 
of the lucrative offices in America, in order tt 
give the Americans ſatisfaction. 


FRENCHMAN. 

I underſtand your propoſal perfectly, auth 
intirely approve it. It would be doing for ay th 
the colonies in America and the Weſt-Indi vou 
in a publick, deliberate, authentick mannqFad \ 
wi 


ca 


4 9 3 
with the conſent and ſatisfaction of all the 


parties concerned, what has been done already, 
(though in a clandeſtine way,) by general 
Carleton's good advice, with reſpect to this 


province of Quebeck by the clauſe in the Que- 
beck-act which aboliſhes the patent-offices 
Li ve-mentioned. And it would add to that 
meaſure, (which, I hope, will prove beneficial 
to this province,) many other regulations con- 
erning the civil offices held in America, which 
have not been made in this province, but which 
ſeem neceſſary to prevent other abuſes and com- 
plaints with reſpect to them; more eſpecially 
he ſettlement of the fees to be taken in them 
dy the aſſemblies of the provinces in which 
ey are to be paid. Nothing can be more ju/t 
han this, nor tend more to give the Americans 
atisfaction., 


. . 10 1 
But, I think, you mentioned ſothe other 
ticles, in which you wiſhed Great-Britain to 
ake ſome condeſcenſions for the further gra- 


aFith reſpect to the quit-rents paid to the Crown 
r the owners of land in America. I beg you 
ndeFrould inform me what thoſe quit-rents are, 
nend what you would with to fee done with them. 


fication of the Americans, and particularly 
Of the 


Vl Bbb 2 E N G- 


End of the 
conſidera- 
tion of the 
lucrative 

civil offices 


in America, 


which are 
executed 


by deputy, | 


quit-rents 
due to the 
Crown in 
North- 


America, 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


That J can eaſily do, as the ſubject lies b 

a very narrow compaſs, You muſt know then 

that in all the Engliſh provinces in North, 

America, except Penſylvania and Maryland 

the lands are all holden immediately of the 

king, without any intermediate lord, or ſeignic 

And they are almoſt all (for J believe ther 

may be a few exceptions,) obliged to pay hin 

a very ſmall yearly quii-rent for the lands they 

ſo hold of him, by virtue of a reſervation of 

ſuch quit-rent in the original grants by which 

they hold them. - This quit-rent 1s uſually only 

two ſhillings ſterling, for every hundred acres 
of land, which is nearly one farthing per acre, 

that is, (in your money,) about half a French 

ſol per acre. This is certainly a very cal 

quit-rent” but, eaſy as it is, J am told, it i 

very negligently paid, and ſometimes com- 
plained of by the Americans. It is ſaid to pro- 

duce to the Crown about fifteen thouſand pounds 
per annum; which is the quit-rent due, (accor- 
ding to the foregoing rate,) upon fifteen millions 
of acres, one million of farthings (which is the 

tent due for one million of acres,) being nearly 
equal 


| 4q8e ©) 

equal to a thouſand pounds. Now the Ame- 8 
"cans are apt to complain that this money is ricans con- 
acried out of their country for nothing, and 6p. og 
erves only to fill the king's privy-purſe, with- rents. 

aut producing any benefit to the induſtrious 
nd-holders who pay it; whereas it ought, 

ky they, in point of juſtice, to be ſpent in 

America, in the provinces in which it reſpectively 

riſes, in matters of publick benefit to the in- 
abitants of the ſaid provinces, as for inſtance, 

paying the governours and judges, and other 

ficers of civil government, in them. This 

may, perhaps, be too rigid a way of reaſoning 

pon this ſubject ; ſince it ſeems to be as rea- 

onable that the Americans ſhould contribute 

bmething to the king's privy purſe and houſhold 

xpences as that their fellow- ſubjects in Great- 

ritain ſhould do ſo; and theſe quit-rents are a 
ery ealy contribution for that purpoſe. But, A propoſal 
n order to remove every ſhadow of injuſtice, 22s 


the ſaid 


nd every poſſible ground of complaint, upon quit-rents, 
| with a view 


bis ſubject, I would have the king give up to che fatic- 
ele quit- rents and all other royal dues he may nd Ame. 
ns e intitled to receive in America, to the ſeveral cans. 
he FFrovinces of America in which they ariſe; to be 

ry Wplicd to publick uſes in the ſaid provinces, 


aal ſuch 
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' ſuch as the payment of the ſalaries of the gy, 
vernours and judges, and ſheriffs or provoſt. 
marſhals, and coroners, and other officers q 
juſtice and civil government in the ſame, ſo 1 
to leſſen the taxes which it might be neceſun 
for the governours, councils, and aſſemblies q 
the faid provinces, reſpectively, to lay on th 
inhabitants of the ſame for the ſaid Purpoſe, 
And, when this was done, inſtead of having 

perſon reſident in England appointed to be the 
receiver of all the king's quit-rents in Ametic, 
(as has hitherto been the practice,) a ſeparte 
receiver and collector of the ſaid quit-rents and 
other royal dues, ſhould be appointed in een 
ſeparate province, either by the king's majeſy, 
or the governour of the faid province, who 
ſhould hold his ſaid office only during his refs 
dence in the ſaid province. But, as it is indi 
putably his Majeſty's prerogative to ſettle the 
proper ſalaries and rewards of the officers d 
civil government in all the dominions of tht 
Crown, the portions of the amount of thel | 
quit-rents in every province that ſhould bali 
aſſigned to the governour and judges and oth 
publick officers in the ſame, ſhould be ſuch aff 
his Majeſty, in his royal wiſdom, ſhould think! 
fit to appoint, | 


Ani 
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And it ſhould be provided further, That no 
governour, judge, or other officer of the civil 
government of any of the ſaid provinces in 
which ſuch quit- rents ſhould be paid, ſhould 
eceive any part of the falaries ariſing from 
theſe quit-rents, or other royal dues, during 
he time of his abſence from the ſaid province, 
x (after his return to the province) in con- 
deration of his having held the ſaid office 
Wucing ſuch abſence; but that ſo much of his 
ad falary (ariſing from the ſaid quit-rents and 
Kher royal dues,) as would have accrued to 
lim in the ſaid ſpace of time, if he had reſided 
Juring the fame in the ſaid province, ſhall be 
emed to be forfeited by his ſaid abſence; and 
hill make a part of the publick treaſure of the 
rovince, and be diſpoſed of by the joint act 
the governour, council, and aſſembly of the 
Th province. 


By means of this proviſion it would become 
cult to convert the offices of governour, 
beef juſtice, and the like, into ſinecure places 
then perſons reſiding in England, while the duty 
n them ſhould be executed by lieutenant-go- 


the 


Wl 


rinkcnours, or puiſney judges, or other deputies 
18885 


Ant 
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or ſubſtitutes; as was the caſe a few years ag 
with the office of governour of Virginia, aft 
the inhabitants of that province had, in thy, 
general aſſembly, granted a handſome perny, 
nent falary of £.3000 ſterling a year for th 
ſupport of it, and as is now the caſe with th 
offices of governour of the iſland of Guernſey ay 
of governour of the iſland of Jerley on the coaſt; 
Normandy, much to the diſſatisfaction of th 
poor people of thoſe iſlands, who have no ten 
of getting this matter redreſſed. And yet, you 
will obſerve, this proviſion would leave a poth- 
bility of a governour's, or other civil officer 
being abſent from the province, during area 
ſonable time, for ſome juſt and urgent reaſon 
Without loſing this portion of his ſalary ; becauk 
it would be in the power of the aſſembly 
make him a grant of the ſaid portion of hy 
ſalary after his return to the province by con 
curring in a joint act for that purpoſe with th 
governour and council of the province. 


The receiver of theſe quit-rents ſhould n 
be removed from his ſaid office at the plealu 


of the governour alone, but only by the g 
vernour and council of the province conjoinfr 
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by the concurrence of a majority of the whole 


— 


the governour, in ſuch a motion, or by the order 
of the king himſelf in his privy council. 


And, to prevent any objection that might be 


America to the publick uſes-of the ſeveral pro- 
vinces in which they are paid reſpectively, 


is cauſing a diminution of his Majeſty's reve- 
nue, I ſhould be glad to ſee the whole fifteen 
thouſand pounds per annum, to which they are 
ſaid to have amounted, or the whole ſum, 
(whatever it be,) to which they did amount in 
any one year ſince they have been eſtabliſhed, 
made good to his Majeſty out of the revenue 
f Great-Britain. This would be a great con- 
ceſſion from Great-Britain to the American 
olonies, but ſuch as it would be very well 
worth her while to make for the ſake of a re- 
onciliation with them. It would be a gift to 


council (the abſent members included) with 


The as 
mount of 


made to this appropriation of the quit-rents of the ſaid 


quit-rents 
ſhould be 
made good 


to the ing 


which might ariſe from the conſideration of out of the | 


1evenue of 
Great. Bri- 
tain. 


4 udem of leſs than the annual intereſt of half a 
-a(uWoillon of pounds ſterling, that is, in all pro- 

e ability, of only one month's expence of the 
dini praaching moſt deſtructive cyl war. 


Cce FREN CH- 


P = — 
N — — fe aol => 5 _— r 
” Nt "EY ”Y \ | 


as 1" I 
DoF Pc no 
— 
— 9 


1 
* . I 
os 
4 a 440 
F. 
Le 
1 
q 
0 


3 —_ * 
n 
9 = A 
\ — ee Vw, 
\ ns - ON 
- « 2 SAME: ane > ont ans 
7 * 5, 2 I \ 8 1 
— 25 8 — 3 — 
N * R r 
4 - K 4D 82 
ER . 2 R 7. * 
3 — ——— 
CY ow — * 
— . . — * — 


— oe * 
_ 3 * 
r 


poſſeſſed with, that the governing powers i 


IT 7s — = ED 
8 : "IE N WS. 
Sa ptr acai ono gente ²—»m .w ; : . 
N . = ä 3 addi , — 
_ — STO: EIT =o 5 e 4 _ Np Sn Oh 
— > hy, wg as cats oy, / 5 
9 


grievances, 
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FRENCHMAN. 


I intirely approve this propoſal, which, 
not a matter of juſtice with reſpect to the Ame. 
ricans, upon the ſuppoſition that thoſe qui. 
rents were originally reſerved for the purpoſ 
of maintaining the civil governments of th; 
ſeveral provinces in which they ariſe, (whic 
ſeems probable) is, at leaſt, a very prudent 
piece of generoſity, and is excellently well al 
culated to remove that jealous apprehenſi 
which you repreſented the Americans to be 


Great-Britain were perfectly indifferent to thei 
welfare and ſatisfaction, and diſpoſed to con 
ſider and treat them only as a fund for incre 
ing the revenue of the Crown and the meal 
of gratifying its favourites with penſions or ſine 
cure employments. To remove this ugly ſuſp 
cion I take to be a matter of great importand 
in the preſent alarming criſis, and almoſt W 
neceſſary as to guard againſt more ſubitant 


E NC 


TT #1] 
ENGLISHMAN. 


Your remark is very juſt, and agrees with 


What was ſaid not long ago by that great mi- 


iter of ſtate, the Earl of Chatham. He told 
he preſent ſtate: of America, that they muſt 
ot only repeal ſome of the obnoxious acts of 


harter act and the Quebeck a&,) but they 


e people of the two countries, which thoſe 
is and the other "meaſures of Great-Britain 
nth reſpect. to America had given riſe to. 
his has generally been thought to be a very 
Wil and true ſaying of that great man, and to 
Kore been expreſſed with his uſual happy energy 
W diction. And it is in purſuance of the whol- 


the above conceſſions made by the Britiſh 


Nernment to the Americans as a proof that 
ey had repealed ſome of their own animoſity 


N (Fet-Britain, 


me advice it contains, that I could with to 


Of the ne⸗ 
ceſſity of 
recovering 


the good 


will and 
he Houſe of Lords in a debate laſt winter upon 


confidence 
of the Ame- 
ricans. | 


wliament which they had lately paſſed againſt 
he Americans, (and particularly the Boſton- 


uſt repeal the animo/ity that ſubſiſts between 


anſt the Americans, and an inducement to 
t Americans to repeal ſome of theirs againſt 
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FRENCHMAN. r 


1 obſerved that, beſides the quit-rents du ie 


3 to the king from the proprietors of land i; the | 
elides the. 
quit-rents. America, you juſt now mentioned ſome othIbbe! 


- royal dues there. Pray, what are thofe othe be 


royal dues, which you would have to be gm ere 
up by the Crown for the benefit of the province iſ"""* 
in which they ariſe? Are there many of then ther 


and of any conſiderable value? be! 
ENGLISH MAN. prov 
SER half 


1 believe there are very few, if any, ſu 


other royal dues, except the fifth part of 5 # 
gold and filver which may be found in wy 1 
mines there. And no ſuch mines have hitheliiſ” 
been diſcovered. But, as I am not ſufficient 8 
informed of all the royal rights in America * 
J added thoſe words concerning other royal dit Þ 


there, in order to comprehend all ſuch profit 


ariſing in America, and eſpecially in North 
America, as may be found to belong to thi 
king alone, ſo as to be wholly at his Majeſty 


diſpoſal, in contradiſtinction to ſuch revenue 
ariſing in the faid country, as may be alread 


oppropol 
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appropriated by the Britiſh parliament, or by 
he aſſemblies of the provinces in which they 
L:ie, to ſome publick uſes. For all profits of 
the former deſcription, (or that are intirely at 
be king's diſpoſal) are, (in my eſtimation,) of 
the nature of quit-rents, and ſhould be ſurren- 
dered up, as well as the quit-rents, to the pro- 
Wrinces in which they reſpectively ariſe, to be 
there applied to publick uſes for the benefit of 
the ſaid provinces. „ 


And, indeed, it would be a conſiderable im- 
Iprovement of this propoſal, if the four and an 
half per cent. duty upon ſugars and other com- 
modities exported from ſeveral of the Weſt- 
India iſlands, which is now paid to the Crown 
and diſpoſed of intirely at the pleaſure of the 
Crown, were in like manner to be given up to 
the ſeveral iſlands in which it is paid, to be 
therein applied (as it was originally intended to 
be applied) to the maintenance of the civil go- 
rernments of the ſaid iſlands or to other publick 
uſes for the benefit of the ſame. But this, 
though in itſelf a juſt and proper meaſure, does 


object of a reconciliation between Great-Britain 
and the provinces of North-America. 


FREN CH- 


not ſeem to be neceſſary towards the preſent 


Of the duty 
of four and 
a half per 
cent. paid 
to the 
Crown up- 
on goods 
exported 

from ſome 
of the Weſt. 
India 

iſlands. 
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FRENCHMAN. . 


rel 
atten 
it on 
0 atio 
the ] 
freel 
Calle 


| Though ſuch a meaſure may not be abb. 

lutely neceſſary to a reconciliation betwen 
Great-Britain and North- America, yet ſurch 
; this f is a moſt convenient ſeaſon for rectihig 
every publick abuſe relating to every part o 
America. I therefore beg you would expliy 
to me what this four and a half per cent. duty 
how it was originally created, and to what py: 
poles it 15 W N applied. 


as 
yem| 
Euſtic 


ENGLISHMAN. k = 
TULL 


Cour 


de am afraid I ſhall not be able to give yu 
all the ſatisfaction you may defire upon thi 
ſubject, not being perfectly acquainted with i 
myſelf in all its circumſtances. However, 
will endeavour to give you all the information 
J have myſelf received upon it, and which is 
principally derived from an account which! 
have ſeen of a famous action at law which his 
lately been decided by the court of King's Bench iſ 
in England. This action was brought con- 
cerning the payment of this duty of four and a 
half per cent. upon all dead commodities ex- 

ported 


ppor 
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ported from the newly-ceded French iſland of _ 
Grenada in the Weſt-Indies, in which a ſtrange in the year 


attempt had been made in the year 1764 to impoſe 00 og : 


duty on the 
on the inhabitants by means of the king's prero- ATE 
pative alone, without the interpoſition of either of the con- 


lhe Britiſh parliament, or the aſſembly of the 8 


reeholders of the iſland. This cauſe is uſually b, ni e 
Lilled the caſe of Campbell and Hall, from the king's po: 


names of the plaintiff and defendant in it. It 
ras finally determined on the 28th of laſt No- 
vember, 1774, by Lord Mansfield, the chief 
juice of the King's Bench in England, and 
Mr. Juſtice Aſton, Mr. Juſtice Willes, and Mr. 
luſtice Aſhurſt, the three other judges of that 
Court, in favour of the plaintiff Campbell, who 
had been illegally compelled to pay this duty 
ppon a certain quantity of * which he had 


xported from Grenada, 


This daty 


had b 
In the courſe of this cauſe it appeared that ai far 


he faid duty of four and a half per cent. had 32% 2n 


in the Legs 
e illand of Barbadoes and in the Leeward ward Ca- 


bb 
aibbee iſlands, that is, in the iſlands of Nevis, ;q...3; 


8, iſlands, in 


ant Chriſtopher, Antigua, and. Montſerrat, by cenfe- 


quence of 
irtue of acts of aſſembly paſſed in the ſaid grants 


made of it 
iſlands by che af- 


Eli of 
choſe 


iſlands. 


deen paid to the Crown for many years paſt in yas pad 
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lands reſpectively; the occaſions of pagy 
which were as follows. 


7 


Anaccourt The iſland of Barbadoes in the Weſt-lajy 
granting of had been granted away by letters patent unde 


97 A the great ſeal of England, (while it was ſe 
re. = uncultivated and unpeopled, except by its fp 
original inhabitants, the wild Caribbees,) h 
king Charles I. in the peaceable part of hi 

reign, (or before the great civil war in England 

to the earl of Carliſle of that time, to be hi 

and enjoyed by him, the ſaid earl of Carlily 

and his heirs and aſſigns for ever, of the kin 

of England, and his heirs and ſucceſſors; mud 

in the ſame manner as the country of Man 

land in North-America was granted by the {an 

king Charles in the year 1632 to the lord Bal 

more, and his heirs and aſſigns, and Penh 

vania was granted by king Charles II. in ti 

year 1682 to William Penn, the Quaker, at 

his heirs and aſſigns, And the ſaid carl 0 
Carliſle was impowered, in the ſaid royal grat 

to under-grant parcels of land in the aid illan 

to other perſons, to be holden by them al 

their heirs and aſſigns for ever, of the ſaid en 


his heirs and aſſigns ; as was the caſe with tk 
(ai 


J 
d lord Baltimore and William Penn, who 
Id the like power given them, in their re- 
edive royal grants, to make under-grants of 
arcels of the land that had been granted to 
temſelves, to other perſons and their heirs, to 
- holden of themſelves. By virtue of this 
ower of under-granting the lands of Barba- 
des, the ſaid earl of Carliſle did grant away 
vers parcels of land in that iſland to ſuch per- 
ons as were willing to undertake the cultivation 
{ them, reſerving to himſelf ſuch rents and 
ments as he thought proper; of which a 
pyment of forty pounds of cotton per head 
ems to have been the moſt important. But 
me of theſe grants were afterwards loſt ; and 
ers of them were improperly expreſſed, 
Whrcough the ignorance of the perſons who were 
mployed to draw them, ſo as often to want 
ral and ſufficient words to create eſtates of 
heritance to the grantees and their heirs: and 
thers of them were never recorded in the 
ublick records of the iſland, as they ought to 
we been: fo that the titles of the perſons 
bo held lands in the ſaid iſlands by virtue of 
cle grants became, in the courſe of a few 
ars, extreamly dubious. And other perſons, 
Did Ouring 


0 ]- 


during the confuſed times of the civil wa, 
(which came on a few years after the makin 
of this grant to the earl of Carliſle,) occupy 
and cultivated lands in the iſland without ei 
having had any grants of them at all from tþ 
earl of Carliſle, or his heirs, or aſſigns. Thy 
created a good deal of confuſion and uneafing 
on the ifland about the year 1660, or 1661, 
ſoon after king Charles II. had been reflog 
to the throne of his anceſtors ; as a remedy 
which the following courſe was taken. The 
king bought in, of the heirs of the ſaid eall d 
Carliſle, all the rights that had been granted 
to the ſaid earl in the ſaid ifland by the afvreſud 
patent; and, being thus inveſted with the pp. 
perty of the ſaid iſland, (fo as to be the imme. 
diate upper lord, of whom all the lands in i 
were holden,) as well as the right of governing 
it, he gave a commiſſion under the great ſel 
of England in the month of June in the ye 
1663, that is, about three years after his reſi 
ration, to Francis, lord Willoughby of Parhan 
to be captain-general and governour in chi 
of Barbadoes and of all the Caribbee iſland 


ell 
wh 
{eff 
Wea! 
ar 
perf 
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Ward 


hat 
1 
0 r 
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nd 
nd! 
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em 
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with full power and authority to confirm, ottor 
aſſure to the inhabitants of the ſame, and the 
| Ls her 


he 
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hairs for ever, all the lands and tenements, to 
which they had a reaſonable claim from poſ- 
ſeſſion, or otherwiſe, under his Majeſty's great 
{cal appointed for Barbadoes and the reſt of the 
Caribbee iſlands, notwithſtanding, the legal! im- 
perfection of their titles to them. 


In purſuance of this power, granted to the 


Kid lord Willoughby by his ſaid commiſſion, 
}fembly of the ſaid iſland of Barbadoes, how 


mperfect ſtate of the titles of the inhabitants 
o their lands, and likewiſe from the tenures 
nd ſervices by which thoſe lands were held: 
nd it was agreed amongſt them; in the firſt 
ace, that all the lands of which they were 
hen in quiet poſſeſſion, ſhould be holden by 
hem for the future of the Crown, to them 
nd their heirs for ever, in the ſame manner as 
they had had regular and proper grants, 
July recorded in the proper offices, to ſhew for 
em; and, in the ſecond place, it was agreed 
hat the aforeſaid payment of forty pounds of 
otton per head, (which had been found to be 
heavy tax upon the firſt ſettlers there,) 
D dd 2 ſhould 
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hat nobleman conſulted with the council and 


0 remedy the evils ariſing ſrom the preſent 
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ſhould be aboliſhed ; and that all other rem 
and payments which had been reſerved by th 
earl of Carliſle, or under the author y of h; 
patent, ſhould alſo be aboliſhed, and all array 
of them remitted to the inhabitants; and thy 

: their lands ſhould for the future be holden q 
the Crown without any other rent than oy 
ear of Indian corn to be paid every year, fy 
every parcel of land holden in the ſaid i{ayd 
at Michaelmas, if then lawfully demande, 
and in the third place it was agree tha 
duty of four and a half per cent. Any be paid] 
to the king, and his heirs and tuccctlor; for 
ever, upon all dead commodities of the groxth 
and produce cf the ſaid iſland of Barbadoxff 
that ſhould be ſhipped off the ſame. 


| | 10 0 

And theſe reſolutions were drawn up into the yup 

form of an act of aflembly of the iſland of Ba pp 

badoes, and paſſed by the taid lord Willoughby 7, 

the governour, and the council and aſſembly of, 

the ſaid iſland in the month of September, 1663M,y, 

Wit, 

he clauſe The clauſe in this act of aſſembly which granWyf 

- _ 27 the aforeſaid duty of four and a half per cen and 

ſembly of upon all dead commodities ſhipped off from 1% 
arbadoes 


by which {land 
this duty of four and a half per cent. was granted to the Crown, 
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Aland, is in theſe words. And, foraſmuch as 
nothing conduceth more to the peace and proſperity 
of any place, and the protection of every ſingle 
perſon theretn, than that the publick revenue 
thereof may be in ſome meaſure proportioned to 
the publick charges and expences ; and alſo well 
weighting the great charges that there muſt be of 
neceſſity in the maintaining the honour and dignity 
lf bis Majeſty's. authority here; the publick meet- 
ing of the ſeſſions; the often attendance of the 
cauncil; the reparation of the forts ; the building 
8 ſeſſions houſe and a priſon ; and all other publick 
charges incumbent on the government : WE DO, 

lin conſideration thereof, GIVE and GRANT 

unto bis Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for 

erer, and do moſt humbly defire your Excellency 

to accept theſe cur grants: And we humbly pray 
ur Excellency that it may be enacted: AND 
BE H ENACTED, by his Excellency, Francis, 
"oy Lord Willoughby, of Parham, captain general 
nd chief governcur of this iſland of Barbadees 
and all other the Caritbee iflands, and by and 
with the conſent of the council and the gentlemen 
if the aſſembly, repreſentatives of this and, 
and by authority of the ſame, That an impoſt, or 


raiſed 


cfiem, be, from and after the publication hereof, 


— * —— - * _ — 
* . 5 r 3 » The wi ME” — > 4 4 % 
* 2 4 18 12 = — — ; — — > 47; — I py 


mY 
— 


— 
— 


"—_—_— 


— — 5 « 
8 2 

vp— — — . 

— — 
= 

_ * * 

* 6 

od 


[7 
rniſed upon the native commodities W this iſh 
after the proportions and in manner and feng 
7s bereafter ſet down and appointed, that in 
fay, upon all dead commodities of the grouty 
produce of this 1fland, that ſhall be ſhipped 
the ſame, ſhall be paid to our Sovereign Lord in 
King, his heirs and ſucceſſors for ever, four a 
a half in ſpecie for every five ſcore.” 1 


1 E By this clauſe you may obſerve the form of 
paſſing bills acts of aſſembly for impoſing taxes on the People 
—— of this iſland to be the ſame as, in the forme 
1 part of our converſation, I informed you my 
ns uſed for the ſame purpoſe in the Britiſh pu- 
ww Great- liament, to wit, that of a gift and grant mate 
| to the king from the repreſentatives of the 
people, in behalf of the people, and conſented 

to by the council of the province, and accepted 

by the governour in behalf of the king, and 
afterwards enacted as a law, or ordained by 

words of an imperative and legiſlative import 

by the joint authority of the ſaid governour, 
council, and aſſembly, in conſequence of ſuch 
previous grant of the aſſembly, conſent of the 
council, and acceptance of the governou: fi 

This is not an inſignificant piece of form: for 

N l 
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news that all taxes are, by the conſtitution 
© the Britiſh government in that ifland of 
:chadoes, to be conſidered as the free gifts of 
e people, and are therefore to begin in the 
fembly of their repreſentatives, and ought 
ot to be firſt propoſed to them either by the 
overnour or the council. The fame obſerva- 
1 is true of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 
That great aſſembly of the repreſentatives of Such bills 
he people of Great-Britain claims and exerciſes . e 
jc fame right of originating all bills for im- fie, mow 
vling new taxes on the ſubjects of the Crown, Commons, 
x whereby any money can be drawn from 
em in any collateral way, however indirect, 
nd makes it a conſtant rule to reject every bill 
or any ſuch purpoſe, (however reaſonable in 
elf, or expedient to the welfare of the king- 
lom, it may happen to be, ) that is ſent down 
o them from the Houſe of Lords for their 
onſent, Nay, they carry this privilege ſtill 
uther, For, when they have themſelves pre- 
ared a tax-bill, and ſent it to the Houſe of 
ords for their conſent, they will not permit 
be Lords to make the ſmalleſt alteration in it, 
ot even though the alteration ſhould tend to 
len, inſtead of adding to, the propoſed tax, 
nor 
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nor even though it ſhould no way affect the tax 
but be merely a change in ſome of the l:; 
material words of the bill: and, if the Lord his 


attempt to make any alteration in a bill of thz 


kind, it is ſure to be rejected by the Commer; 
when it is ſent down to them by the Log 


for their conſent to the alteration. So that th 


This rule 
was de- 
parted 
from in the 
caſe of the 


| _—_— 


Houſe of Lords can no farther interfere with It 


reſpect to the paſſing of tax-bills than fimpy Mer 
to conſent to them or to reject them. Suck Won: 


is the jealouſy of the Houſe of Commons wih Wucl 


reſpect to this important privilege. And ye, ire 


moſt ſtrange as it muſt ſeem, it is nevertheles bu 


true that in the caſe of the Quebeck-bull they Nee 


mons would never have given up ſo fayourit 


gerous, or, (to ſay the beſt of it,) of ſo doubt 


departed from this moſt ſacred rule. So great fte: 
was the infatuation that prevailed at the time of ſing: 


paſſing that obnoxious act! 5  Wilby 
l ney 
FR E N CHMAN. K. 


That is indeed a ſtrange event. I ſhou or 
have thought that the Britiſh Houſe of Con- Al 


ihe 
ck, 
thes 
Ince | 
lan | 


and important a privilege, even for the fake 0 
the moſt beneficial act that could be propoſed 
to them, and much leſs for an act of ſo dan- 


ful 


F 203-1 

Fil a tendency as the Qnebeck-a&t. I beg you 
would therefore inform me in what manner 
s privilege of the Houſe of Commons was 
den up, or departed in the pling: of 
hat unhappy act. | 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Tt was in truth departed from, but not formally 
iven up: for the majority in the Houſe of Com- 
bons pretended that it was not affected by the _— 
Ducbeck-bill, tho' no tolerable anſwer was ever - 
ren to the objections made to the bill upon this Ta 
round by Mr. Charles Fox, which were ſtated and 0 
reed by him with all that clearneſs and ſtrength 
reaſoning for which he is fo eminently di- 
nguiſhed. The whole proceeding was as 


lows. The Quebeck-bill (for what reaſon, The this 
beck-bill 
never could learn,) was begun i in the Houſe begun in 


Lords, where it is faid to have been oppoſed eg | 


y only a tew of the temporal lords, but not Ic paged _ 
all by the biſhops, notwithſtaoding it eſta- "3X voule | 


r 
hed popery throughout the province of Que- ry Rs ia 

| 9 a : fſition from 
ck, by giving the prieſts a legal right o their thebithops, 


thes, and at the ſame time extended the pro- . it 


nce to fo great a degree as to comprehend more S :thed 
\ per | 
un bad: the king's dominions in Amer! ica, thwagbort 


* half Alte 
ce. throughout ea. 
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throughout all which extent of country, (hither 
indeed, uncultivated and unpeopled, but very 
and fertile and likely hereafter to become excee, 
ing populous) the popiſh religion was conſequeni 
to become gradually eſtabliſhed. When it hy 
paſſed the Houſe of Lords, it was ſent dow 


Itmetwith to the Commons for their conſent. In thy 
confidera- 


ble oppoſi- houſe it met with a different treatment. May 


3 a very ſtrong objections were very ſtrongly ur 


Commons. againſt it by ſeveral gentlemen of great abiliis, 
| A tolera- Some of thoſe gentlemen objected to the ye. 


tion only, 


not an eſta. bliſpment of popery by it, when all that vu 


bliſhment, neee. 1 
of che Ra. neceſſary to be done, either for the performance 


_— of the capitulation with Sir Jeffery Amheiſt in 
mode of September, 1760, or of the treaty of peace i 
_—_ February, 1763, was to tolerate it, or (in the 
ere words of the capitulation itſelf,) to permit th 
nadians by free eXer ciſe of the Catholick, Apoftolick, ani 
ihe capitu- Roman religion to ſubjift intire, ſo that all rai 
3 and conditions of people in the towns and cuu 
' the treaty tries, places, and diſtant poſts, might continu i 
= 1 aſſemble in the churches and to frequent ile | 
1763 craments, as beretofore, without being moleftel! 
any manner, directly or indirefly, or, in tl 

words of the 4th article of the treaty of pea 

(in which this province is ceded to the crow! 


1 0s } 

f Great-Britain,) to permit his Majefly's new 
0 man-Catholick ſubjefts to profeſs the worſhip 
F their religion according to the rites of the 
Romſb church, as far as the laws of Great- 
britain would permit. 


| Now, to ſhew that neither of theſe ſtipula- 
ons had the leaſt view to any thing more 
than a mere toleration of the Roman-Catholick 
mode of divine worſhip, will make a remark 


words of the capitulation, they are as clear 
Ind determinate as words can well be, for the 
purpoſe of expreſſing a mere toleration of the 
odes of divine worſhip preſcribed by the 
Roman-Catholick religion, or an exemption 
rom the Engliſh penal laws, which reſtrain 
oman-Catholick prieſts from faying maſs and 
performing the other offices of their religion, 
nd Roman-Catholick laymen from aſſembling 
ogether to hear maſs and receive the ſacraments 
jt the Church of Rome, and which, (it was 
pprehended by the Marquis de Vaudreüil, the 
french general and governour of Canada, who 
gemanded this capitulation of general Amherſt,) 
night have been introduced, amongſt the other 
3 Eee 2 1 laws 


xr two on each of them. As to the foregoing Of the ca- 
N 


[ 404 J 
laws .of England, into this province upon jt 
ſurrender to the Britiſh arms, if no ſuch art 
had been inſerted in the capitulation to proteq 
the Canadians againſt them. Nor do I think 
it is eaſy to make a more exact and Proper 
definition of the word foleration than is co. 
tained in thoſe words, to wit, that al! ranks o 
pecple might aſſemble in the churches. and Jrequat 
the ſacraments, without any moleflation ul aths 
ever. But they certainly have not the leaſt 
alluſion to a continuanee of the compullive, u 
CS legal, obligation on the laymen of Canada to 
pay the prieſts their tythes and other dues, or: 
in other words, to the eſtabliſpment of the Ro: 
man- Catholick religion. — Not but that the 
Marquis de Vaadreüll was defirous of obtain- 
ing even a continuance of the eſtabliſhment d 
The eſta- that religion. But he made it the ſubject of 
of the po- diſtinct demand, which was expreſſed in thel 
Fn was words, © And that the people fbuuld be obigu 
3 by the Engliſh government, to pay to the friſ 
| F bee ge- the tythes and all the taxes they were uſed to f 


reſulcd by Under the government of bis Mot Chriſtian M 


A _—_ Jeſty; ;” which come immediately after the worC 
| iN 


above recited. But this demand was as diſtin 
rejected by the wiſe and cautious Engliſh gent 
os | . 


0 
nl, Sir feffery Amherſt, who anſwered this 
ind the former demand of a toleration in theſe 
words ; * Granted, as to the free exerciſe of 
their religion. The obligation of paying the 
ythes to the prieſis will depend on the king's plea- 
ſure.” The latter part of this anſwer has been 
ernerally underſtood in Canada (as you know 
fill better than I do,) as a declaration that the 
people of this province ſhould not be obliged 
by the Englith government to pay the prieſts 
their tythes and other accuſtomed dues, until 
bi Majeſty's pleaſure ſhould be declared upon 
the ſubject; or, in other words, as a ſuſpenſion 
of the legal, or compulſive, right of the prieſts 
o demand the faid tythes and dues, until ſuch 
iſ declaration of his Majeſty's pleaſure; which 
aj royal pleaſure was never declared in favour of 
the payment of the tythes until his Majeſty 
gave his. aſſent to this Quebeck-a&: inſo- 
much that, in the whole ſpace of eleven 
years, that elapſed between the eſtabliſhment 
of the civil government of this province in 1764 
and the firſt of laſt May, when the faid Que- 
beck-act begun to take place, the prieſts of 
this province have never preſumed to ſue for 
their tythes in any of the higher courts of 


Juſtice, 
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juftice. I fay, in any of the higher court q 
juſtice; becauſe I have been told that ſome fv 
for tythes have been entertained by a juſtice « 
the peace, or two, in the diſtrict of Montreg, 
though the like ſuits have been diſallowed he. 
fore other juſtices of the peace in the diſtrid q 


- Quebeck. But the civil proceedings before the 
juſtices of the peace in this province have bee 
too 1rregular to deſerve any attention. 


It is plain therefore that the capitulation a 
September, 1760, gives the Canadians no for 
of claim to any thing more than a toleration of 
the modes of divine worſhip preſcribed by the 
 Roman-Catholick religion. 


Of the to. I am now to examine the words of the treaj 
leration of. 


theworſhip of peace, which are, © that his Majeſty promiſ 
of the Ro- 


n. Ca. 40 permit bis new Roman-Catholick Jubjecli u 
— * profeſs the worſhip of their religi 07 accord ng U 
the treaty Zhe rites of the Roniſh Church, as far as ti 
ond laws of Great-Britain will permit,” Now, | 
1763, theſe latter words, which refer to the laws 0f 

England, and which ſeem to be a limitation df 

the former, were omitted, this article would 


only amount to 2 toleration of the Roman- 
Catholic 
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Catholick modes of divine worſhip in the pro- 
vince, For what elſe can be the meaning of 
s permiſſion to profeſs the worſbip of their reli- 
in according lo the rites of the Romiſb Church? 
Nothing, ſurely, that has the leaſt tendency ta 
an eftabliſhment of the Romith religion, or an 
engagement to uſe the authority of government 
o compel the people to pay the prieſts their 
tythes, or other dues, as a reward for teaching 
chat religion, can be inferred from hence, if 
the words are to be underſtood according to 
heir known and uſual fignification, But, if Of the e- 
we conſider thoſe other words, which refer to therein 
the laws of England, as not mere idle words RR 
that are totally deſtitute of meaning, but as Eugland. 
having ſome reaſonable fi; nification, we ſhall 
nd that it is ſtill more difficult, (if at all poſ- 
ble to the moſt prejudiced perſon,) to conceive 
that this article of the treaty of peace was meant 
for the eſtabliſhment of popery. For, though This Goes 
it might be uncandid and unreaſonable on this e- 
occaſion to interpret the words of reference to 22 of 
the laws of England, to wit, % far as the * 
u of Great-Britain will permit,” as if they mow 127 1 
referred to thoſe penal laws of England which mass. 
prohibit the hearing and ſaying maſs in Eng- 


land; 


408 ] 
land; (becauſe ſuch an interpretation of the, 
would take away the toleration of the Romy, 
Catholick. mode of divine worſhip, which | 
was the intention of this clauſe of the treaty of 
peace to ſecure to the Canadians ;) yet we muſt 
But to the at leaſt, underſtand theſe words to refer to the 
_ great ſtatute, of the firſt year of the reign of 


_ dech, queen Elizabeth, for eſtabliſhing the fupremay 


for eſta- of the crown of England in all ſpiritual and 
ons a eccleſiaſtical matters, and aboliſhing the pre. 
328 -_— tended authority of the pope, or biſhop of Rome, 
| = and all other foreign juriſdiction whatſoever, 
Poppe s, and throughout all the dominions of the Crown, if 
—_ — For this ſtatute expreſsly declares that the fail 
giction in foreign juriſdiction ſhall be for ever excluded 


13 not only from England and Wales, and the 
other dominions then belonging to the Crown, 
but likewiſe from all the dominions Hf, here. 
after ſhould belong to it. This therefore ſeems 

to be a grand, fundamental, ſtatute, that was 
intended to relate to all the dependant domi- 

nions of the Crown, as well as to the kingdom 

of England itſelf; and to all the future acquil 

tiohs of the Crown, as well as to the territoric 

that were at that time ſubject to it. If therefor 

thoſe words of the treaty of peace, which ret: 
1 10 
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to the permiſſion of the laws of England, are 
to be ſuppoſed to have any meaning at all, they 
muſt refer to this important ſtatute ; which muſt 
therefore be conſidered as being of force in this 
rovince. And, indeed, this ſtatute is referred 
to in the Quebeck-act itſelf, as having a relation 
to this province. Now by this ſtatute all per- 
ſons who held places of truſt and profit under 


the Crown, and all biſhops and prieſts, or mi- 


niſters of religion, who held any eccleſiaſtical 


benefices, were obliged to take the oath of ſu- 
premacy, that is, an oath declaring the king, 
or queen, of England to be the ſupream head of 
he Church of England, and abjuring the 
authority of the pope, or biſhop of Rome, and 
all other foreign juriſdiction whatſoever in ſpi- 
ritual matters. This 
hanged for another by a ſtatute paſſed in the 
bicſt year of the reign of king William and 
queen Mary, out of regard (as it ſhould ſeem,) 
0 the ſcruples of ſome pious and well-meaning 
roteſtants, who (though willing enough to 
jure the authority of the pope, and all other 
reign juriſdiction, in ſpiritual matters) yet did 
ct think it right to acknowledge the king, or 
ay perſon but Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, to be the 
ppreme head of the Church. In compliance 

FFF 


Volt! 


By this ſta- 


oath was afterwards. 


Thisſtatute 
is acknow- 
ledged in 
the Que- 
beck act 
itſelf to 
have a re- 
lation to by Uh 
the pro- 4} 
vince of 8-0 


Quebeck. 


tute no 
prieſt could 
hold a be- 
nehcewith- _ 
out taking 
the oath of 
ſupremacy. 


This oath 
was after- 
wards 
changed 
into an oath 
of abjura- 
tion of the 
pope's au- 
thority. 
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with theſe perſons, a new oath was Preſcribe 
to be taken, which contained all the way, 
of abjuration of the pope's authority and 3 
other foreign juriſdiction, which had been h 
the former oath, but was without the poſitin 
Words in the former oath which declared th 
king, or queen, of England to be the ſupream 
head of the Church. And this new oath yx 
directed to be taken by all thoſe perſons wh 
would otherwiſe have been obliged, by the ſa- 
tute of queen Elizabeth, to take the former 


oath. This new oath may be properly called 


- the oath of abjuration of the pope's authriy, 
{raped It follows therefore that, after the ſaid treaty 
treaty of of peace, no prieſt could become legal poſs 
17-5 . ſeſſed of an eccleſiaſtical benefice in this pro 
prieſt could 3 . = £2 
legalphold vince, ſo as to have a legal right to the uſe 
a na his parſonage-houſle and to the glebe- land theret 
Without 
taking the belonging, and to be legally intitled to demant 
run of his tythes and other dues of his pariſhionen 
without taking this oath of abjuration of tit 


the pope's 
_ authority, * „ 
oy and this, 1t is well known 


pope's authority : 


is what none of the Roman-Catholick pri 
in this province have done, or can do wh 
they continue Roman-Catholicks, the ſaid oal 
being a renunciation of the moſt eſſential artick 


j 
. 


Ore 
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of their religion, and that from which the very 

name of it is derived, the ſupremacy of the 

biſhop of Rome over all other biſhops. Con- 

ſequently none of the Romiſh prieſts in this 
WW province could, after the treaty of peace in 
703, have a legal right to demand their tythes 
Wot their pariſhioners. 


1 may even add, that this would have been 
the caſe, even if the king had, in the year 1761, 
or in any other part of the interval of time be- 
Wtween the capitulation in Sept”. 1760, and the 
ſtreaty of peace in Feb. 1763, declared it to be 
his pleaſure, that the Engliſh government ſhould 
compel the people of Canada to pay to the prieſts 
heir tythes and other former ducs, in purſuance 
of the power of making ſuch a declaration, 


which had been reſerved to his Majeſty by 
general Amherſt. For, as the capitulation was 
only a temporary proviſion, calculated to aſcer- 
an the condition of the Canadians during the 
aterval of time that ſhould elaple between the 
urender of the country to the Britiſh arms 
nd the definitive treaty of peace between the 
wo crowns, by which it would be either re- 


the 


Fff > 


ty thes. 


ored to the French king or finally ceded to 


This would 
have been 
the caſe 
even if the 
king had, 


in the inter- 


val of time 


between 
the capitu- 
lation and 
the treaty 
of peace, 
obliged the 
Canadians 


to pay the 


prieſts their 


E 
the crown of Great-Britain, it would have been 
ſuperſeded by that more important inſtrumey 
the treaty of peace, which was made by th 
two kings themſelves, and with an expreſs . 
ſign to fix the permanent future condition q 
the inhabitants of the country ceded to Grey. 
Britain, ſo far as the crown of France thought r 
fit to interfere in their behalf. And, cons. 
quently, all the ſtipulations of the capitulatioh, 
together with the king's ſubſequent declaratin| 
concerning one of them, would have becom 
null and void of courſe at the concluſion of the 
treaty of peace, unleſs they had been particy- 
larly recited and ratified in it; and all matter 
relative to the condition of the Canadians in 
points not provided for and ſettled by the treayſ 
of peace, (which was the permanent and dt. 
finitive agreement between the two crown 
upon the ſubject,) would have been open to he 
ſettled according to the diſcretion of the new 
legiſlature (whether that legiſlature were the 
king of Great-Britain alone, or the king and 
parliament conjointly,) to which Canada was 
then become ſubject. And, if this would be 
true of all the ſtipulations of the capitulation 
that were not expreſsly confirmed by the treit 
0 
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| of peace, it muſt, d Fortiori, be true of fuch of 
them as were contrary to the articles of that 
reaty 3 which would have been the caſe with 
the ſtipulation concerning the payment of tythes 
to the prieſts, if the king had declared his plea- 
ure in favour of ſuch payment, becauſe ſuch a 
E proviſion for the payment of the tythes to the 
E Romiſh prieſts would have been contrary to the 
ſtatute of the 1ſt of Elizabeth, which was the 
law of England referred to by the treaty of 
peace, But this is going into an unneceſlary 
train of reaſoning, becauſe the king never did 
declare it to be his pleaſure that the Engliſh 
government ſhould compel the people of Canada 
[to pay the prieſts their tythes, till he gave his 
aſent to the Quebeck-bill, 


In ſhort, the French general in the capitula- A mort 


view of the 
tion aſked firſt for a toleration of the Roman- obligations 


of the Bri- 
Catholick religion, and ſecondly for an eſta- 8. e 


bli it by giving the prieſts a legal to tolerate 
iſhment of it by giving p 1 


nght to their tythes. And the Engliſh general, Catholick 
vir Jeffery Amherſt, granted the firſt requeſt, gion, a. 


riſing from 
and refuſed the ſecond, but reſerved to the king the capitu- 
lation and 
a power of granting it, which the king did not the treaty 
make uſe of. And in the treaty of peace no of Peace. 


eſtabliſhment 
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eſtabliſhment of the Roman-Catholick religion 
is hinted at; but mention is made only cf: 
toleration of it, or a permiſſion to exerciſe the 
worſhip of it; and this is agreed to by the king 
of Great-Britain, but with a reference to tl 
laws of England as the meaſure of it; ani 
_ theſe words, the /aws of England, muſt, in th 
moſt gentle and moderate interpretation 
them, at leaft include the great ſtatute of El. 
zabeth for aboliſhing the pope's juriſdicin 
throughout all the dominions of the Crown, 
which ſtatute permits no prieſt to hold an 
eccleſiaſtical benefice and have a legal right t 
tythes without abjuring the pope's authority, 
Surely, then, nothing can be plainer than that 
neither of theſe inſtruments gives the Roman- 
Catholick prieſts of Canada the leaſt thadoy 
of a legal right to demand the tythes of ther 
pariſhioners: nor was the Britiſh nation in the 
ſmalleſt degree bound by any ties of national 
honour and publick faith (as ſome people have 
pretended,) to give the prieſts of this province 
ſuch a legal right, in order to the full and far 
performance of either the letter or the ſpirit of 
either of thoſe inftruments. An ample tolera- 

tion of the exerciſe of the worſhip of the 
So Romilh 


L415 3 


s 191 A mere to- 
ary 
Romiſh religion Was all that was neceſſary to e er. 


gatsfy the claims founded on thoſe inſtruments: the Romi 
ind it was all that the body of the Canadian religion, 


without a 
people themſelves deſired; they being rather 2 of 
pleaſed than difpleaſed, (as you ſome time ago obligation 
obſerved to me,) with the ſuſpenſion of the nes pay. 
obligation, which they had formerly lain un- 8 . 
der, to pay their prieſts their tythes. And vas all that 


: | was neceſ- 
ach a toleration, (even the moſt ample that gary for the 


imagination can conceive, and ſuch an one as he ee", 
rangers were apt to miſtake for an eſtabliſh- nadians. 
ment,) they have actually enjoyed, without the 

ſmalleſt interruption, ever ſince the capitulation 

n 1760, to the firſt day of the month of May 

aft paſt, to their 'own great aſtoniſhment and 
ſatisfaction. 


FRENCHMAN. 

Methinks you have made rather a tedious 
ügreſſion to prove what was extreamly plain, 
and what I ſhould have ſuppoſed no body could 
doubt of, © that our prieſts had no legal right 
to ſue for their tythes in the interval between 
the capitulation in 1700 and the operation of 
the late Quebeck-act. It would be ſtrange 
ndeed if they ſhould ground ſuch a right on 

the 


bills. 


England, which certainly do not enlarge the 


Mr. Fox's objections to it upon the ground of 
the favourite privilege claimed by the Houſe cf 


[ 416 ] 


the capitulation, when general Amherſt had 
expreſsly refuſed to grant it. And, as to the 
treaty of peace, it only ſpeaks of a toleration 
or permiſſion to exerciſe the worſhip of on 
religion, even if we intirely omit thoſe of 
words of general reference to the laws of 


indulgence. So that it is the idleſt thing i 
the world to pretend to ground a legal right d 
the prieſts of Canada to their tythes upon either 
of theſe inſtruments. I beg you would there. 
fore reſume your account of the debate in the 
Houſe of Commons upon the Quebeck-bill, and 


Commons to originate all money-bills, 


ENGLISHMAN. 


o! 
FE digreſſion I have made chongh, [ con- " 
o } [ 
Charles feſs, it has been tedious,) is not wholly witha' 
1 vs 
| — its uſe with reſpect to the ſubject you are now : 
the Que. inquiring after. For, if the Roman-Catholic i 
beck- bill, | . : | | : 7? 2 
grounded prieſts of this province had no legal right to ther 
on the pri- q 1 
| vilege of tythes in the interval between the capitulation oF : 
| _——_— 1760 and the Quebeck-act, that act, Which 1 
mons to re-eſtabliſhed their antient right to them, wal 
figs undoubtedly 
all money- 
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undoubtedly a money-act: for it compelled his 
Majeſty's Canadian ſubjects, that profeſſed the 
Roman-Catholick religion, to pay to the prieſts 
of their reſpective pariſhes every 26th buſhel of 


qthes, together with certain other taxes, (ſome 
of which, I preſume, were in money,) which 
ythes and taxes they were not liable to pay 
them before the paſſing of the ſaid act. Now 
jou muſt obſerve that corn, or any other com- 
modity worth money, which is ordered to be 
rad by publick authority, is, in the eſtimation 


money, and as much the object of this privi- 


larly a tax-bill, or money- bill, and of a very 
heavy kind. And therefore, according to this 
mvilege of the Houſe of Commons, it ought 
to have begun in that houſe, and not, as in fact 
Ithad done, in the Houſe of Lords. Now this 
mas Mr. Fox's objection to it. © The privilege 
' of this houſe,” faid he, © to which it owes 
all its importance, is invaded by the Lords. 


Ne 
ut 
W 
> 
elt 
10 { 0 - 6 o 

ch money-bill. This alone is ſufficient to make 
10 


oh it our duty to reject it, without troubling 
dl Gag * ourſelves 


the corn that grew upon their lands, by way of 


of the Houle of Commons, as much a tax as 


ege. Conſequently this Quebeck-bill was moſt 


They have originated and ſent us down a 


Mr. Fox's 


odjection. 
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« ourſelves to diſcuſs its merits. If its tendery I. 


e were as beneficial as it ſeems to be perniciou, WF 
J 


The clauſe 
in the Que- 
beck act 

relating to 
the profeſ- 
cn of the 


Catholick 


religion. 


*in the firſt year of the reign of queen Flizabeh, 


Thebranch 
which re- 


vives the 
legal obli- 
gation on 

the Roman 


Catholick 
inhabitants 


of Canada 


to pay the 
prieſts their 
tythes. 


« it would ſtill deſerve to be rejected upon tu. 
ec ſingle account. The clauſe which make, 1 * 
e a tax<bill is in theſe words. And for 1, 1 


« more porfect ſecurity and eaſe of the mind; i Wi 


« the-inhabitants of the ſaid province, it is bers 


« declared, that his Majeſty's ſubjetts, pro: 


« the religion of the Church of Rome, of and io 
<« the ſaid province of Quebeck, may have, bil 
and enjoy the free exerciſe of the religion «of 11 
* Church of Rome, ſubject to the king's ſure 
* macy, declared and eſtabliſbed by an aft mats 


&« over all the dominions and countries which the 
« did, or thereafter ſhould, belong to the imperi 
« crown of this realm; and that the clergy of th 
ce ſaid church may hold, receive, and enjoy tit 
© accuſtomed dues and rights, with reſped Ne 
© ſuch perſons only as ſhall profeſs the ſaid rt 
« gion. By the laſt words of this clauſe th 
<< legal right of the Romiſh clergy to demant 
&« and ſue for their tythes and other dues 
again eſtabliſhed, after having been ſuſpended 
de or aboliſhed, ever ſince the conqueſt of tl 
re country by the Britiſh arms in Septembt 

— — * 
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« 1760, to the preſent time, that is, ſor almoſt 
„ fourteen years. This therefore is impoſing a 
« tax upon ſuch of his Majeſty's Canadian ſub- 
f [ow as profeſs the Roman-Catholick reli- 
gion, for the ſupport of the prieſts of that 
bre which (however reaſonable ſome 
people may think it to grant the prieſts ſuch 
egal maintenance, ) makes this bill a tax- 
bill, or money- bill, and conſequently ſuch 
an one as ought not to have taken its rife in 
the Houſe of Lords. It is therefore our 
duty, (as it now comes to us from the Lords,) 
without farther trouble or debate ron the 
* merits of its ſeveral moſt important provi- 


' waſting our time to no purpoſe, and weaken- 
ing our moſt valuable privilege.” This was 
the purport of Mr. Fox's ſpeech on that occa- 


nons ſeemed to be wondertully ſtruck with it, 
none of them had conſidered the bill in that 
pht before. 

FRENCHMAN. 

Pray, did any body attempt to anſwer this ob- 


Mon ? For to me it ſeems abſolutely unantwer- 
ble? 


6882 EN 


ſions, to reject it. To deliberate about our 
conduct upon ſuch an occaſion would be 


on; and the members of the Houſe of Com- 


An attempt 
to anſwer 
the objec- 
tion ot Mr. 
Fox. 


Inſuffici- 
ency of this 
anſwer. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


And ſo it does to me at this hour, as well a 


when I was firſt told of it. And all the anſyy 
that have ever been attempted to be given to 
appear to me to be very inſufficient. One pe. 
ſon ſaid that theſe tythes were already due 9 
the Romiſh prieſts without the help of the 
Quebeck-bill, and that the prieſts legal rig 
to.them had never been aboliſhed, or ſuſpends 
and conſequently that this clauſe in the Que. 
beck-bill was not a revival, or re-eſtabliſhmen; 
of this. right, but only a confirmation of i 
This anſwer will not do for you and me, who 
are, both of us, well ſatisfied of the falſhod 
of the propoſition on which it is built, name, 
that the legal right of the prieſts to their tythe 
has never been ſuſpended or aboliſhed : but, i 
this had been true, IJ conceive it would hat 
furniſhed no anſwer to the objection madeh 
Mr. Fox; ſince the confirmation of a doubtial 
tax, (which already exiſts, but upon fo preci 
rious a ground as to need a confirmation,) | 


an act of the ſame nature as the impoſition d 
a new tax, or the re-eſtabliſhment of an ol 
one, that has been confeſſedly aboliſhed ; an 


conſequent] 
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conſequently, 2 bill for that purpoſe ought 
equally to take its riſe in the Houſe of Com- 
mons with a bill for impoſing a new tax, agree- 
| ably to the privilege of that houſe, before men- 
| tioned, to originate all tax-bills, or money- bills. 


was doubly defective: being founded on a falſe 
fact; and not affording a ground for. the con- 
cluſion drawn from it, if the fact, on which it 
was founded, had been true. 


Another perſon ſaid that tythes were not a tax, 
but a particular ſpecies of property iſſuing out 
of the lands of other men; and that they were 
not due upon the ſame ground as taxes are, 
that is, by virtue of publick grants of the people, 


paid for the maintenance of the clergy, but upon 
quite other grounds: and conſequently that the 
Quebeck-bill was not a tax- bill and not within 


the reach of Mr. Fox's objection. — What 
were the grounds upon which the gentleman, 


ſuppoſed tythes to be due to the Romiſh prieſts 
of Canada, I do not know. But, if he meant 
that they were due by divine right, without the 
Intervention 


This anſwer, therefore, to Mr. Fox's objeQion 


or laws of the ſtate commanding them to be 


who made this anſwer to Mr, Fox's objection, 
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intervention of the French king's legiſlatiy 
power, he was intirely miſtaken. For the 
were impoſed by an edict of Lewis XIV, | 
the year 1663, at the rate of the thirteent 
ſneaf of corn; before which edi& no tythes x 
all were paid by the land-holders of Canadz: 
and afterwards this tythe was reduced from the 
thirteenth ſheaf of corn to the twenty-ſixth 
buſhel of corn, (ready threſhed out for the uſt 
of the prieſt,) by a temporary ordinance of the 
ſuperiour council of Quebeck made in the year 
1667, which was afterwards confirmed and 

made perpetual by a royal edict of Lewis XI, 
in the year 1679. So that nothing can be more 
certain than that tythes were a publick tax in 
Canada, impoſed by the legiſlative power of 
the king of France; whatever may be the 
ground on which they may have been ſuppoſed 
to have been paid in other countries. Therefore 
this anſwer to Mr. Fox's objection was founded 
on a falſe ſuppoſition, as well as the former, 
And the like capital defects were to be found, 
as I have been aſſured, in all the other vain 
attempts to anſwer him. But, as he is a perſon 


of great quickneſs of parts and ingenuity 8 
well as a very clear head and powerful talent 


for 
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[er reaſoning, he quickly altered the ſhape of 
(his objection, and formed it in ſuch a manner 
chat; — though it had been true (as his adver- 
(aries alledged in anſwer to him,) that the Ro- 
| niſh prieſts of this province had already had a 
legal right to the tythes without the help of 
the Quebeck-bill ; and, though the confirming 
a tax already in being ſhould not have been 
enough to make the bill, in which ſuch con- 
firmation was contained, be conſidered as a tax- 


bill, or money-bill yet ſtill the fad Que- 


beck-bill ought to have been conſidered as a 
tzx-bill on account of another branch of the 
cauſe above-rectted, namely, that which pro- 
vides that the prieſts ſhall have a legal right to 
their tythes from only their Roman-Catholick 
par{hioners. *©* For this,” ſaid he, © is an ex- 
* emption of his Majeſty's proteſtant ſubjects 
in that province from the payment of tythes, 
* which, as the friends of this bill affirm, 
were legally due to their reſpective pariſh- 
* prieſts. For ſuch was the law of the country 
* in the time of the French government. All 


a WW" (if there were any,) as well as papiſts, were 
ot . obliged to pay the prieſt his tythes. If there- 
for | « fore 


made by 


grounded 


* the land-holders in every pariſh, proteſtants, 


Another 
objection 


Mr. Fox to 
the Que - 1 


on the ſame 
privilege of 
the houſe of 
Commons 
as the for- 
mer. --- 
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* fore there has been no change made in the 
ce law upon this ſubject by the capitulation and 
© treaty of peace and the ſubſequent introduc. 
<* tion of the Engliſh laws and government, 3 
« jg now pretended, the proteſtants in Cana 
t muſt at this time be under a legal obligation 
t to pay the prieſts their tythes: and from this 
« legal obligation the proviſion in this bill which 
I have Juſt now mentioned, and which i; 
* expreſſed in theſe words, t with reſpect . 
« ſuch perſons only as ſhall profeſs the ſaid rel. 
« gion, is intended to exempt them. I 
<« therefore this bill is not intended, by this 
« clauſe about the tythes, to impoſe a newtax 
4 on his Majeſty's Roman-Catholick ſubjed; 
«-jn Canada, but only to confirm and continue 
te an old one, that is already legally eſtabliſhed, 
« as the patrons of it contend, it mult, at leak, 
te be allowed that it is intended to exempt hi 
« Majeſty's proteſtant ſubjects in that province 
e from the payment of the ſaid old tax, to 
<< which they are as yet legally liable. Now 
ee bill to cake off a tax is as much @ money-bill 
« jn the confideration of this houſe, as a bil 
© to lay one on, and, according to our invariabl 


40 practice upon theſe occaſions, a8 much with 
VV 
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« the limits of our privilege of originating 
, money-bills. In this view therefore, as well 
« as in the former, this bill ought to have begun 
« jn this houſe, and not in the houſe of Lords; 
« and, as it has, (by ſome happy miſmanage- 
« ment in thoſe perſons who wiſh it to take 
place, been firſt brought into the Houſe of 
„Lords, and is now ſent down to us from 
« thence, we have nothing to do but, without 
© further conſideration of the contents of it, 
to reject it. 


FRENCHMAN. 


This new manner of ſtating his objection to 
he Quebeck-bill, which was grounded on the 
preſentation made of the law concerning the 
jthes in Canada by his adverſaries themſelves, 
Fas extreamly ingenious, and, in my opinion, 
ery juſt, upon a ſuppoſition that the Houſe of 
ommons conſider a bill for rating off a tax as 
eng as much an object of their peculiar privi- 
ge as a bill for /aying one on; which, I take it 
Ir granted, is a clear point, as you ſeem to make 
bile doubt about it. Nor can I imagine what 
able Fox's adverſaries could have to ſay in an- 
thinſicr to an objection which their own falſe ſtate 
_ - H hh of 
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of the caſe about the law concerning tythes hay 
laid ſo clear a ground for. Pray, what could 
they ſay upon this occaſion ? 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Truly, (from all that 1 could ever learn, 
nothing at all, except, perhaps, a bold repetitin 
of the former ſtrange aſſertion that the tythesh 
Canada were not a tax. But they had recourk 
to that favourite and powerful argument of the 
majorities in all aſſemblies, by which, upon 
occaſion, two and two may be declared to he 
equal to five, (though they never can be mate 

ow ſo, ) the argument of numbers: they voted tha 
On. the Quebeck-bill was ut a money-bill, and 
the Que- conſequently not within the privilege of the 
—_— houſe before-deſcribed. And fo the merits df 
not to be a the bill were entered upon, and, after ſome 
money - 
bill, amendments made in it, it was ſent back to 
the Houſe of Lords, and there paſſed with the 
amendments, and ſoon after received the roh 
aſſent. ” 
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FRENCHMAN. 


Aremuk This account gives me great uneaſineſs. Fc 
it ſhews how extremely deſirous the miniſter 


of {tate in England were of getting this unhapp] 
bi 


thercon. 
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bill paſſed, fince they would thus let this im- 
portant privilege of the Houſe of Commons be 
endangered and wounded by means of it, rather 

than put it off to another ſeſſion of parliament. 
1 ſee plainly that they muſt have been extreamly 

ſanguine in their hopes that our prieſts, (when 

they had thus been bribed into their ſervice by 

a reſtoration of their legal right to their tythes,) 
would have been wonderfully zealous and ſuc- 

ceſsful in their endeavours to preach up, amongſt 

us poor Canadians, the duty and merit of a 

crulade againſt our preſbyterian neighbours of 

Boſton. But I believe that by this time, or in 

a very ſhort time hence, they will perceive the 

erour they have been led into, and will find 

that their favourite act (however agrecable it 

may be to our prieſts and ſome of our nobleſſe,) 

has diſguſted the bulk of the Canadian people, 

and made them more averſe than ever to engage 

in ſo odious a ſervice. However, we will now, 

if you pleaſe, have done with this melancholy 

ſubject, and return to the conſideration of the 

four and a half per cent. duty, that, you faid, 

was paid to the Crown on dead commodities 

exported from ſome of the Weſt-India iſlands. 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


With all my heart. But you will remember 
that our long digreſſion concerning Mr. Fyy, 
objections to the Quebeck-bill was in conf. 
quence of your own requeſt. . We 

will now return back to the act of the allembj 
of the iſland of Barbadoes, by which the (i 
four and a half per cent. "ay was granted tothe 
Crown. For that, I think, was the ſubject i 
our converſation when this long digreſſion begun. 


The 43 per q * | ir eqmhl 
1 Now you may obſerve that in the preamble 


in Barba- to this grant it is ſtated “ 7bat nothing conduct 
d | ; . 
— by more to the peace and profperity of any place, aud 
the aſſem- to? 7107 'ery /ins!, 0 e 
6 the protection of every jingle perſs n therem, thay 
land for Fhat the publick revenue may be in ſome meaſun 


he purpoſe : ; 
wh 45" 5M proportioned to the publick charges aud expenci; 
taining the TE „ . 
e and that ihe aſſembly bad well werghed the gred 
thority in charges that there mul? be of neceſſity in the main 
that ifland. 
baining the honour and dignity of the king's autit- 
rity in the ſaid iſland ; the publick meeting of itt 
ons; the often attendance of the council; il 
reparation of the forts ; the rite: a ſeſjuns 
bouſe and a priſon; and all other publicꝶ charg 


| zncumbent on the government,” And then, i 


conlideration 


| the ſaid duty to the king, his heirs and ſucceſ- 


minions, (as, for example, in penſions to perſons 
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conſideration thereof, they make the grant of 


ors for ever. From this preamble it is evident 
that this duty of four and a half per cent. was 
given to the Crown in the iſland of Barbadoes, 
not to be diſpoſed of n any manner his Majeſty 
ſhould think proper, and zn any part of his do- 


reliding in England,) but jor tbe purpoſe of 
naintaining the king's authority in that iſland of 
Barbadboes, and particularly to defray the expence 
of the publick meeting of the ſeſſions, the fre- 
quent attendance of the council; the repairing 
of the forts, and the building a ſeſſions houſe 
and priſon. And it is, therefore, only in caſe Therefore 
of an overplus of the produce of this duty in eq ng 
the faid ifland above what is abundantly ſufti- A 


; : ; quilice, to 
cient to defray all theſe and the like expences be applied 


in the ſaid ifJand, that is, to maintain the whole 8 
civil and military eſtabliſhment in it, that the 
Crown is at liberty, (conſiſtently with the in- 
tention of the granters of this duty,) to diſpoſe 
of any part of it out of the ſaid iſland of Bar- 
badoes. And ſuch an overplus, we may well 
believe, it never will afford. It would there- 
ſore be only a reſtoration of this duty to the 
5 purpoſes 
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A propoſal 
to appro- 
priate the 
ſaid duty, 
by acts of 
parliament 
and aflem- 
bly, to the 
purpoſes 

| for which i it 
Was origi- 
naily 
granted, 


iſland, the lieutenant-governour, the judge 
and provoſt-marſhals or ſheriffs, and coroners, 


Juſtice, and the publick priſons in the iſland 
thirdly, that all the forts and barracks for ſol 


̃ and, laſtly, (if it was more than ſufficient © j0 
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purpoſes for nich it was originally grantel 
if the Crown were to conſent to ſome aa of 
parliament, or act of aſſembly of the iſland q 
Barbadoes, or other ſufficient act of Rate, when. 
by this duty ſhould be more ſtrictly appropri 
ated to the maintenance of the civil governmey 
of that iſland, and, (if it produced more thy 
enough for that purpoſe,) to the ſupport of the 
military eſtabliſhment in the ſame ; ſo that, in 
the firſt place, all the ſalaries of the civil office 
of the ſame, namely, of the governour of the 


and other officers of juſtice, and of the receivers 
general of the revenue, and the collector and 
comptroller of the cuſtoms, and the naval off 
cer, and ſearchers, and other officers of the 
cuſtoms, ſhould be paid out of it; and, ſe 
condly, that the publick buildings in which th: 
council and aſſembly of the iſland meet tl 
tranſa& the publick buſineſs, and the courts d 


ſhould be kept in good repair out of it; and 
diers on the iſland ſhould be repaired out of i 


| 


0 
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11 theſe purpoſes,) that the churches in the 
land (though the building and repairing of 
urches uſually belongs to the inhabitants of 
he pariſhes 1n which they are fituated,) ſhould 
e repaired out of it, and particularly the church 
n which the aſſembly of the iſland was uſed 
attend divine ſervice; and, in ſhort, that no 
part of the produce of the ſaid duty ſhould be 
ſpent out of the ſaid iſland. And, in order to 
wrevent any future miſapplication of this money, 


28 a — 


r aſſembly, (which ſhould be paſſed for ſecur- 
ins this ſtrict appropriation of the ſaid money 
bo the publick expences off C2 iſland,) that all 
grants of penſions, or paynfehts, to be made 
ut of the ſaid money, for the future, for any 
purpoſes out of the ſaid iſland, or to any perſon 
eliding out of the ſaid iſland, or for any pur- 
poſes but thote enumerated in tne ſaid act, even 


Wc null and void to all intents and purpoſes ; 
ind that the ſaid money ſhould be diſpoſed of 
nly by virtue of warrants of the governour and 
ouncil of the ſaid iſland, (to be ſigned by a 
majority of the whole council of the ſame,) to 
ne recctyer-gencral of the revenue to pay it to 
{ome 


t ſhould be provided in the ſaid act of parliament, 


o a perſon reſident in the ſaid iſland, ſhould. 


The pro- 
duce of it 
ſhould be 


iſſued only 
by virtue of 


Warrants 
of the go- 
vernour 
and coun- 
cil of the 
laid iſland, 
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ſome of the above-mentioned uſes, and ſhy 
not be diſpoſed of by the authority of the com. 
miſſioners of the treaſury in England; and thy | 


And both [the Brit 
dhe Prein both the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and ths 


Houſe of general aſſembly of the frecholders and Planters 


Commons 


and the af. Of the ſaid iſland of Barbadoes, ſhould have: 


ſembly of þ..; ; : TT 
e right, from time to time, and as often as they 


eee ſhould think fit, to inquire into the expenditure 
a right to 


inquire in- Of the ſaid money. An act of parliament of 


han this purport, proceeding from a voluntar y offer | 


of it. of his Majeſty by a meſſage to the Houle d 


Commons to declare his Majeſty's readineks t 
conſent to ſuch an appropriation of the {iid 
duty, would be a very gracious act of juſtice 
towards the people of Barbadoes, which, (to- 
gether with the abolition ot the lucrative ſi1e- 
cure places in the faid iſland in the manner 
above- propoſed, ) could not fail of giving great 
ſatisfaction to the people of the faid iiland, 
The ſame And the like meaſure ſhould, in my humble 


thing 


Seile be opinion, be adopted with reſpect to all the 
done in the 


| Truro other Weſt-India iſlands, in which this duty of 


- AF 3; 
_ - four and a halt per cent., upon goods exported 


which the from them, is paid to the Crown. 
ſaid duty „ 


4: per cent. 
is paid, 


FRENCH. 
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FRENCHMAN. 


I think it cannot be doubted but that ſuch a 
meaſure. would be exceedingly agreeable to the 
Inhabitants of the Weſt-India iflands, and fill 
heir minds with a high idea of the juſtice and 
honour of the Crown ; though, as you obſerved 
ſome time ago, it does not ſeem to be abſolutely 
neceſſary to the ſettlement of the preſent diſputes 
between Great-Britain and North-America. But, 
pray, are moſt of the Weſt-India iſlands ſubject 
o pay this duty upon the goods they export, or 
ly one or two more beſides Barbadoes ? For, 
think, you ſaid at firſt that they were not all 
able to it, and particularly that Grenada was 
jt ſo. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


Grenada certainly is not liable to pay this d uty, 
was determined in that famous cauſe of 
ampbell and Hall, which I mentioned to you 
me time ago. But the iſlands of Nevis, An- 
ua, St. Chriſtopher's and Mont-ſerrat, (which 
e called the Leeward Caribbee iſlands,) are 
able to it by virtue of acts of their aſſemblies, 
Wnular to that already mentioned of the aſſembly 
ii of 


e of grants of their aſſemblies, 


The ſame 


ws Ec 


per cent 's 
paid in the 
iſlands of 
INevis, An- 
tizua, St. 
Chriſto- 
pher's, and 
Montſer— 
rat, Dy vir- 
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Of the 
grant of it 
by the aſ- 
ſembly of 
the iſland 
of Nevis, 


had different afſemblies ; — and that, by vi 
ol the faid earl of Carlifle's patent, divers g 


fo granted to the Crown, was paſſed in the rea 
of king Charles II. in the year 1664, that b 


purpoſe in the iſland of Barbadoes. It fl 


that king Charles I. had granted the ſaid iſlan 


Tights of the ſaid earl, and that he had appoints 
of Bar badoes and the reſt of the Caribbee iſland 
grant, confirm, and aſſure lands to the inhabi 


the king's ſeal appointed for Barbadoes andt 
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of Barbadoes,) by which it has been granted i 
perpetuity to the Crown. The act of afſembjy 
for the iſland of Nevis, whereby this duty wy 


four years after the reſtoration, and one yey 
after the act of aſſembly paſſed for the ſan! 
much the ſame facts concerning the uncertain 
of the titles to land in the faid iſland of Nem 
as had happened in the iſland of Barbadoes ;... 
of Nevis to the earl of Carliſle, to whom hl 
had alſo granted the iſland of Barbados ;-- 
that king Charles II. had bought in all th 
Francis, lord Willoughby, of Patha.n, governou 
of which this of Nevis is one, with power 
tants of the ſame, and their heirs for ever, und 
reſt of the Caribbee iſlands, which at that tim 


were all under the ſame governour, though the 


Vernon 
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ernours and agents had been ſent over to the 
aid iſland of Nevis, with authority to make 
grants of land within the ſame to ſuch perſons 
4; they ſhould think fit; and that they had, 
E.ccordingly, made ſeveral ſuch grants; and 
that ſeveral of the perſons, to whom ſuch grants 
had been made from the earl of Carliſle, had 
Jos their grants, or warrants, or other evidences 

or their lands; and that the grants of others 
bad, by reaſon of the ignorance of thoſe times, 
been unſkilfully drawn, and wanted ſufficient 
ad lawful words to create eſtates of inheritance 


of the faid grantees had never recorded their 
Tants and warrants z and that other perſons, 
who were at that time poſſeſſed of divers parcels 
af land in the ſaid iſland, could make no proof 


tt all for their ſaid lands, and yet had been a 
bng time in quiet poſſeſſion of the ſame, and 
had beſtowed great charges on them: and then, 


ithout further pre-amble, it makes the grant 


t the ſaid duty of four and a half per cent. 
pon all commodities of the growth of the ſaid 
u land of Nevis, that ſhall be exported from 
ee lame, to the king, his heirs and ſucceſſors 
00 lii 2 for 


o the grantees and their heirs ; and that others 


that they had ever had any grants, or warrants, 
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for ever. This is the purport of that act of th 


te 
aſſembly of the iſland of Nevis; in which it; Ml B 
10 t — + 4 £ ; 0 0 ; 
zu ue iland Worth obſerving that there is no ſuch clauſe 32 
of Nevis that in the act at Barbadoes, declaring *g 
does not 
contain the the publick revenue ought to be, in Wine mez. | 
ſame clauſ 
_ Ys ſure, proportioned to the publick charges and nt 
ar] 1 act expences, and that the aſſembly had well weighee Ml t: 
0 arb 
Joes which the great charges that there mult be of neceſſij 1c 
ores to in the maintaining the honour and digrity of i ar 
= 3 the king's authority in the ſaid iſland ; the pib- in 
Or the pur- 
poſe of lick meeting of the ſeſſions ; the often attend. to 
1 ance of the council; the reparation of tee 
king's au- forts; the building of a ſeſſions houſe and 4 he 
thority in 
the iſlard. priſon ; and all other e charges incum- of 
bent on the government ;” by which the fad 
duty ſeems, in the caſe of Barbadoes, to hav (| 
been appropriated, (in the intention of the pe of 
ſons who granted it,) to the maintenance of na 


civil and military eſtabliſhment of that iſlandi it 
and not to have been given for the free anti 
abſolute diſpoſal of king Charles and his fuWat 
ceſſors in any place and in any manner they. 
ſhould think proper. It is not therefore qu! on 
/o evident in the caſe of the iſland of Nevis a m 
in that of Barbadoes, that this duty of four an po 
a half per cent. was intended only for the main 
tenanc 


6499-1] 


enance of the king's authority in that iſland. 
But yet, if we conſider that this act of the 


ifembly at Nevis was paſſed under the ſame 


governour, lord Willoughby, of Parham, as the 
laid act of aſſembly at Barbadoes, and the very 
next year after that act, and, as it were, in imi- 
tation of it and if we conſider likewiſe how 
yery unlikely it is that the inhabitants of fo ſmall 
an iſland as Nevis, and which was then in an 
infant ſtate of cultivation, ſhould grant money 


tenance of its own government, when the in- 
habitants of the much larger and richer iſland 
of Barbadoes had juſt before declined to do ſo, 
and had confined the money they had granted 
(ſo far as the words of a pre-amble to an act 


nance of the king's authority in their iſland ;--= 
at Nevis, who made this grant of the four and 
a half per cent. duty to the Crown, intended it 


only for the maintenance of the king's govern- 


poſes- whatſoever. 


to the Crown for other purpoſes than the main- 


of aſſembly could confine it,) to the mainte- 


t muſt, I imagine, be thought probable, upon 
the whole, that the members of the aſſembly 


ment in their iſland, and not for any ; other pur- 
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Of the The like acts of aſſembly, for granting this 


rants of 
aid duty of four and a half per cent. on goods ex. 
— ported, were paſſed in the iſlands of Saint Chi. 
gopher, Chr. topher, Antigua, and Montſerrat, about the 
Antigua, ſame time as the two acts of aſſembly already 
= ok mentioned in Barbadoes and Nevis, that iz 
about the year 1663, or 1664. And afterward 
gran ranted a a ſecond act of aſſembly was paſſed for the fam: 
ape 7 purpoſe in the iſland of Antigua, which was 
7 he year occaſioned by the events of the firſt Dutch wer 
1668. in the reign of Charles II. which begun in the 
year 1664 againſt Holland and France, and wa 
terminated by the Peace of Breda in 1669, 
In that war the ifland of Antigua had been 
taken by the French under the command of 
Monſieur de La Barre, an officer of the French 
king, and was given back to king Charles Il. 
by the peace of Breda. By this French con- 
queſt the Engliſh ſettlers on that iſland loſt al 
their rights to the lands they had held under 
the crown of England ; and theſe lands became 
the property of the French king : and alter- 
wards, by the ceſſion of the ſaid iſland made WO lan, 
by the French king at the peace in 1667 wf 
the crown of England, the king of England lan 
was underſtood to be veſted with the abiclute ¶ tex 


propeity 


ity 


| the king of France had been. after the conquelt 
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property of theſe lands in the. ſame manner as 


of them and before the. faid peace of Breda, 

without any revival of the rights of the former 
owners of them. In this ſtare. of things king 

Charles II. reſolved to make new grants of the 

lands of Antigua to their former owners; but, 

in conſideration of this favour to them, he ſeems 

to have required the people of that iſland to 

make, to him and his heirs for ever, a grant of 
the ſaid duty of four and a half per cent. upon 

all commodities of the growth of the ſaid 
iſland, that ſhould be exported from it. And 
this was accordingly done by an act of aſſembly 
of -the ſaid ifland of Antigua paſſed in the 

month of May in the year 1768, intitled, 

« Anad for the ſettlement of the cuſtom, or duty, 

of four and a half per cent., of which the 

moſt material part is expreſſed in theſe words. 

* Whereas, by reaſon of the late unhappy war, The words 
which aroſe betwixt his royal Majeſly, Charles the aden of 
ſecond, king of Great-Britain, France, and Ire- 7 10 
land, Sc. and the mot Chriſtian king, in France, was grant- 
a5 well as the States General of the United Nether = Nw 1 = 
lands, ſeveral of his Majefly of Great-Britain's 
territorzes on this fide the Tropic, became ſubject, 


tbr ugh 


Tap 
through conqueſt,” unto the ſaid French king ani 
bis ſubjecit; and, amongſt others, this iſland f 


Antigua alſo us fo ſubdued by Monſieur de 1, 


Barre, lieutenant=general by ſea and land to t 
| ſaid French king, being affiſted by the Cannijg 
Indians; by means whereof all the lands within 
this iſland became forfeited unto his Majeſly, &. 
as by an act of this country bearing date the tenth 
day of April laſt paſt, (reference being thereun 
Bad,) may more at large appear: KNOW I, 

that, for and in conſideration of new grants and 

confirmation f our ſaid lands, under the grea 
el appointed for Barbadbes and the reſt of the 
Caribbee iſſande, & his Excellency Lord Wil. 
laughby, of Parham, Cc. We do GIVE and 
GRANT to his ſaid Majeſiy, his beirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors for ever, and moſt humbly defire your Er- 
cellency to accept theſe our grants; And we d 
bumbly pray your Excellency that it may be enatted, 


AND BE IT ENACTED, by bis Excellency 


Lord Willoughby, of Parham, captain-generd 
and chief governour of Barbadoes and the reſt if 


is i the. Carihibee iflands, and by and with the AD- 
VE and CONSENT of the GOUNCIL ani 


gentlemen of THE ASSEMBLY, REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. of this iſſand, and by the au- 
thort!y 
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tority of the fame, That an impoſt, or cuſtom, 
le, from and after the publication hereof, raiſed 
gon the native commodities of this ifland, after 
the proportion, aud in manner and form, as above 
4 drwn, that is to ſay, upon all commodities of i 
the growth, or production of this ifland, that ſhall | 
. ſhipped off the Jame, Hall be paid to our. jove- i 
reign ord the Ring, bis heirs and ſucceſſors for 
aver, four and @ half in ſpecie for every five- 


lire,” This act has ſomewhat the appearance 4 remark 
on the ſaid | 

| 

| 


— — — 
an» yg + 
pak = — 
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of a bargain made by the people of Antigua ad. 
ih the Crown for a new grant of their lands, 
laſtead of a proviſion (as in the caſe of Barba- | 
loes,) for the maintenance of the king's autho- 4 
ty in it: and conſequently the king ſeems to \ 
be more at liberty, (in point of juſtice, and L 
onſiſtently with the intention of the perfons 
ho granted this duty,) to. apply the produce 
f this duty, ariſing in the ſaid iſland of An- 
iy pua, to purpoſes foreign to the ſaid ifland, 
5, for example, ta grant penſions out of it to 


of erſons refiding in England,) than he is to ap- 
D- the produce of the fame duty, ariſing in the 
nd and of Barbadoes, to the like purpoſes. Yet It is, upon 


the whole, 
en in this caſe I conceive it would be a noble r And = 


- ſonable ö 
at of generolity 1 in the Crown, if not of juſtice, as. i 
719 K K K to tigua, as | 


well as the 
ther Leeward Caribbce iſlands, the aid duty of 4! per cent. ſhould bs 
Popriated to the publick uſes of the people by whom it is paid. 


Tn 


to give up this power of applying the produce 
of this duty in Antigua in this unlimited muy. 
ner, and to conſent to its being appropriate 
for the future to the purpoſes for which it hai 
probably, been originally granted in the ver 
1663, or 1664, (before the aforeſaid Dutch aul 
French war, and the ſubſequent conqueſt ( 
the ſaid iſland by the arms of France, an 
ceſſion of it to the crown of England, which 
enabled king Charles II. to make the aboxe. 
mentioned bargain with the inhabitants for ney 
grants of their former lands,) namely, to the 
maintenance of the king's authority in the Gaiden 
iſland, or the ſupport of the civil and military 
eſtabliſhments 1 "Ys 


þ fon 1 And in the year 1727 the ſame duty of four 
per cent. and a half per cent. upon goods exported wa 
was exten- 


dead to the extended to the French part of the iſland o 
Prenchpart 8, Chr; og 
c ſche iland St. Chriſtopher, which had belonged to the 


of Saint crown of France in the year 1663, (when the 


- 1 act of aſſembly, which granted the ſaid duty t 


of the aſ- 
unbiy of the Crown on goods exported from the other 


mat iiland or Engliſh, part of the ſaid iſland, was paſſed, 


n th 
key er and which had been ceded to the crown d 


Great- Britain by: the d of Utrecht in 1713 
Tha 


98 71 


This act of aſſembly of the iſland of Saint 
| hriſtopher, by which the ſaid duty was ex- 
ended to the French part of the ſaid iſland, is 
titled, © An act to ſubjeft all goods and com- 


| mdities of the growth and produce of the late 
each part of the iſſand of St. Chriſtopher, which 
, or ſball be, ſhipped off from the ſaid ifland, 


0 the payment of the four and an half per cent. 
uy, and to aſcertain at what places all the duties 
f four and a half per cent. ſball be received.” 
Ind it is expreſſed in the following words. 


ward Caribbee iſlands in America, called or known 
the names of Nevis, St. Chriſtopher, Antigua, 
md Montſerrat, made in or about the year of 
ur Lord 1663, and intitled, An act for ſettling 
n impoſt on the commodities of the growth of 
e ſaid Leeward Caribbee iſlands,” @ certain 
luty or cuſtom of four pounds and a half in ſpecie 
ir every hundred weight of the commodities of 
te growth and produce of the ſaid Leeward iſlands 
ben afterwards to be ſhipped off from the ſqid 


ten king of England, Scotland, France, and 


— — os 
BOAT — 
— RS 


t Whereas, in and by an att or fatute of the an Nerf 
rneral council and general aſſembly of the Lee- a& of al- 


ſembly. 


ands, or any of them, was given and granted 
0 our late ſovereign lord, Charles the ſecond, 


ER. .2 trelang, 


— - * 
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Treland, and to his beirs and ſucceſſors for ever, 
as in and by the ſame act and ſtatute, (rely; Ml: 
being thereunto bad,) may more fully and u. 


large appear. | -"__» 


And, whereas ſince the making of the ſu 

ſlatute, to wit, in and by the late treaty of jul 
and friendſhip concluded at Utrecht between i 
two crowns of Great-Britain and France, 
entire ceſſion was made by the moſt Chriſtian lig 
Lewis the fourteenth, to our late ſovereign lu 
Anne, queen of Great-Britain, France, and In 
land, and to her crown for ever, of all that far 
of the iſland of Saint Chriſtopher former) be 
longing to the crown of France; ſo that the jam 
late French part of the ſaid ifland of Saint Chi 
topher is now become parcel of the realm of Gre 
Britain, and is under the ſole dominion and 9 
vernment of the crown of the ſame. 


And, whereas ſome doubts have ariſen, ej © 
the ſaid late French part, fo yielded up as af 
ſaid to the ſaid crown of Great-Britain, i * 
ſubjet to the payment of the aforeſaid dutiu WY / 
four and a half per cent. /o as aforeſaid, in ai 
by the ſaid recited act, given and granted to u 
ſaid late ſevereign lord, king Charles the ſec 
vis heirs and ſacceſſors. 


3 
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For avoiding therefore all diſputes and contre- 
bey les, which may for the future ariſe within 
the ſame 1/land, touching or concerning the pay- 
ment of the ſame duties, WE, your Majeſty's 
moſt dutiſul and loyal ſutjets, John Hart, efquires 
your Majeſty's Captain-general and GOVER- 

WR in chief of all your Majeſty's Leeward 

Caribbee iſlands in America, and the COUNCIL 
and ASSEMBLY of the ſaid iſland of Saint 
Chriflopher, do humbly beſeeeh your Majeſty that 
it may be ENACTED and DECLARED ; 
and it is hereby ENACTED and DECLARED. 
by the KING's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
with the advice and conſent of the Captain. general 
and GOV ERNOUR in chief of the ſaid Leeward 
Caribbee lands, in America, and the COUNCIL, N 
and ASSEMBLY of the ſaid iſland of Saint ”- 
Chriſtopher, and by the authority of the ſame, : 
That all and fingular the goods and commodities g 
of the growth and produce of the ſaid late French | 
part of the ſaid iſiand of Saint Chriſtopher, and ” 
which at this time are, or hereafter ſhall be, ; 
ſhipped off from thence, in order to be carried lo 
any other port or place whatſoever, are, and for 

ever after ſhall be, ſubject and liable; and the 
ame goods and commodities, and every of them, 
are 


fſt ſeems 
W reaſonable 


54 that the 


produce of 
= theſaid duty 
= ſhould be 
W the produce 


and produce of that part of the ſaid iſſand known 
and called by the name of the Engliſh part there 
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are hereby made ſubje&t and liable; 10 the fay: 
ment of the aforeſaid duties and cuſtoms of fuy 
and an half per cent. in ſpecie, to your moſt ſacrel 
Majeſty, your heirs and ſucceſſors, in ſuch manner 
and fort as the goods and commodities of the gra, 


have heretofore and hitherto been ſubje&t and liabl 
unto by force and virtue of the above-recited ad 
or ſtatute,” 


By this act of the aſſembly of the iſland af 
St. Chriſtopher the French part of the faid 
iſland is put upon the ſame footing as the Eng- 
liſh part of it with reſpect to the payment of 
the ſaid duty: and it may fairly be ſuppoſed 
that the duties payable in the French part of 
this iſland were intended, by the makers of 


this act of aſſembly, to be applied to the ſame 


purpoſes as the duties payable in the Engliſh 
part of it, that is, (as ſeems probable for the 


fame reaſons as in the caſe of the iſland of Nevis) 


to the maintenance of the king's authority in 


the faid iſland, or the ſupport of the civil and 


military eſtabliſhments in it. There is therefore 
the ſame reaſon for appropriating the produce 
in the French part of the faid iſland of Saint Chriſtopher, 


appropriated to the publick utes of the ſaid iſland, as well as 
of it in the Engliſh part of the ſaid iſland, 


of 


+ 4s 1 


of this duty of four and a half per cent., ariſing 
n this French part of the iſland of St. Chriſto- 
sher, to the ſaid purpoſes, reſpecting the welfare N 
and good government of the ſaid ifland itſelf, b 
ss for appropriating the produce of the ſame ; 
duty ariſing in the Engliſh part of it, and in | 
the iſlands of Nevis and Montſerrat, to the 
ame purpoſes, 


Nor ought we on this occaſion to forget the This opiai- 
ae i ſ 
cauſe, which I mentioned to you ſome time acti 


ago when we were examining the commiſſions © b the 
words of 


f 

| 
| Wof the governours of the American provinces, the king's | 
„concerning the iſſuing and the application of Ne | 
i the monies raiſed in the ſaid provinces, which Fr Amen | 
d {Wſcems to be a plain and ſtrong declaration on rica. 
che part of the Crown, that the monies therein 
o niſed ſhould not be applied to any purpoſes j 
i WW foreign to the provinces in which they were i 
u niſed reſpectively. This clauſe in the com- 
e miſſion of Sir Danvers Oſborne, governour o ß 
„)NNew-Vork, was as follows. © And our further 
in Nui ond pleaſure is, that all publick montes raiſed, 
10 Wor which ſhall be raiſed, by any att to be hereafter 
re ¶ nade within our ſaid province and other the 
ce Nterritories depending thereon, be iſſued out by 


o' | Warrant if 
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warrant from you, by and with the advice ant 


conſent of our council, and diſpsfed of by you fi 
the ſupport of the government, and not ot her wiso 
The like clauſe is, as I believe, inſerted in the 
commiſſions of all the other governours, - both 
of North-America and the Weſt-India iſlangy 
and therefore probably was inſerted in that of 
Lord Willoughby, of Parham, who was gover. 
nour of Barbadoes and the iſlands of Neri, 
Antigua, St. Chriſtopher, and Montſerrat, in 
the years 1663, 1664, and 1668, when the 
three firſt of the above-mentioned acts of aſſem- 
bly for Barbadoes, Nevis, and the other three 
lands, and the act of allembly in Antigua 
after the peace of Breda, were paſted, and in 
that of Mr. John Hart, who was governour of 
St. Chriſtopher, and the other Leeward Caribbec 
iflands, to wit, Antigua, Nevis, and Mont. 
ſerrat, in the year 1727, when the aforeſaid 
duty of four and a half per cent. was extended 
to the French part of the faid iſland of 8. 
Chriſtopher. And, if the ſaid clauſe was in- 
ſerted in thoſe commiſſions, (as there ſeems to 
be great reaſon to believo,) it is a plain declz- 
ration on the part of the _Crown that the pro- 


duce of this four and a half per cent, duty 
al 
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ll thoſe iſlands was originally intended for the 
maintenance of the king's authority in them, 


or the ſupport of the civil and. military eſtabliſh- 


ments in them, and for no other purpoſes what- 
gever, and ought to be iſſued only by wartants 
of the governours and councils of thoſe iſlands, 


e faid purpoſes, and not by warra The pro- 
if 1 pt * nt ot duce of che 


orders, of the lord treaſurer of England, or of f. duty o: 


per cent. 
the commiſſioners appointed to execute his e 


ice; whatever abuſes may have crept in of by ud by 
1 War- 


Ie years with reſpect both to the authority by rants of the 


lords com- 


which the produce of this duty has been dil- wigoners 


pled of, and to the purpoſes to which it has 2/172 
| 2 | | ſury in Eng- 

ten been applied. Our propoſal therefore to land, but 

| only by the 


propriate the produce of this duty in the warrants of 


teſt manner poſſible to the maintenance of bon gras 
he civil and military eſtabliſhments of the councils of 


the provin- 
lands in which it ariſes, ought not ta be con- ces in 


tered as an innovation to the prejudice of the __ 35 
ſt and legal revenue of the Crown, but as a 

ſt and candid reſtoration of this duty to the 

poſes of its original deſtination. 


This is all that I have been able to collect 

ncerning this duty from the account of that 

nous cauſe of Campbell and Hall, which I 
L111 mentioned 


1 
} 
j 
: 
7 
a 
Wi 
? 
i 
: 
1 
þ 
: 
> 
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mentioned to have been determined for the En 
plaintiff Campbell, by the court of King.. 
Bench in England, in the month of Novembe, 


1774. 
FRENCHMAN. 


Your account of this matter has given me 
much entertainment. And I am more and mo 
convinced of the juſtice and reaſonableneſs 5 
the meaſure you recommend, of appropriatin 
the produce of this duty of four and a half pe 
cent. in all the iſlands in which it is paid, t 
the maintenance of the government, and oth: 
publick uſes, of thoſe iſlands reſpectively. No 
can I, indeed, conceive that any body can enter 
tain a doubt of the propriety of ſuch a meaſure 
And certainly no time can be fo fit for a retor 
mation of the abuſes that have happened up. 
this ſubject as the preſent conjuncture, whe 
there is an evident neceſſity for re-confiderng 
and reforming the whole political ſtate of North 
America in order to produce the wiſhed-to 
reconciliation with Great-Britain. But, befor 
we intirely quit this ſubje& of the four and 
half per cent. duty, I muſt deſire you to infor 
me whether this duty is paid in the large a 

ric 


1 


ich iſland of Jamaica, and alſo to let me know 
little of the ground on which the Crown 
udertook to impoſe the like duty on the inha- 
bitants of the iſland of Grenada by its own pre- 
lropative only, without the intervention of either 
the parliament of Great- Britain or the aſſembly 
If the iſland of Grenada. For this ſeems to me 
to be rather an odd event in the preſent ad- 
ranced age of the Engliſh conſtitution and 
liberties, of which I always conceived it to be 
one of the moſt important that the king could 
not (as in France and Spain and other abſolute 
nonarchies in Europe,) raiſe money on his 
bjeRs without their own. conſent. 


ter 
ure 
for 


ENGLISHMAN. 


[ will endeavour to give you the beſt ſatiſ- 
ation I am able upon this ſubject, which is a 
nous and important one, and affords but too 
at grounds for the ſurprize you have expreſſed 
oncerning it. 


10 


Ito 
But, firſt, as to what you aſk concerning 
amaica, You deſire to know, whether this 
forty of four and a half per cent. upon dead 


, an pmmodities exported, 1s paid 1n that large and 
LI 2 rich 


= youre to 
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Theatre rich iſland. The anſwer is ſhort and eas 
ſaid duty of J 
42 per cent. to wit, that J am well aſſured that this duty is 
e a not paid in the iſland of Jamaica, nor yet in 


of Jamaica, two other Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt-Indiez 


ee called Anegada and Tortola, ſituated at a ſan 
_ diſtance from St. Chriſtopher's. And it ha 
been confidently aſſerted in print (though | 
cannot give you certain proof of it,) that, when 

the Britiſh miniſters of ſtate at one time, in the 

year 1717, either attempted, or propoſed 2. 
tempting, to impoſe this duty on the inhahi- 

tants of thoſe iſlands by virtue of the roy 

The opini- prerogative, Mr. Lechmere, the attorney- get: 


on of Mr. 
Lechmere, ral of that time, (who was afterwards mate | 
deen lord Lechmere,) being conſulted upon the le ; 


Geo. I. gality of the project, honeſtly replied, * tha 


hat th 
king could the perſon who thould adviſe his Majeſty t 


| . take ſuch a ſtep, would be guilty of high tru 
ND be ſon.” This is a curious anecdote, and a propt 
his prero- introduction to the account which I will noi 
gative. 

endeavour to give you of the late impoſition 0 

the ſame duty on the inhabitants of Grenada 

virtue of the royal prerogative in the year 170, 
Of the in- The iſland of Grenada was conquered by t 
polition of 


chis duty in Britiſh arms in the year 1762. It ſurrender 
the iſland of | 


Grenada, | | | ; 
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(s this province of Quebeck had done two 
ears before,) upon certain articles of capitula- 
| * which were the ſame as had been granted 
z little before to the inhabitants of the iſland 
al WM of Martinico, of which the fixth and ſeventh 


uM em to be the moſt material to the ſubject we 


RE es 
re now conſidering. 


auß The fixth article of that capitulation was in 
te theſe words. The inbabitants, as alſo the re- 
a 2 orders, of both ſexes, ſhall be maintained 
Wy in the property of their effects, moveable and im- 
Op moveable, of what nature ſoever, and ſhall be 
* lweſerved in their privileges, rights, honours, and 
nde 


lore the entire enjoyment of their liberty.” 


The anſwer of the Britiſh general to this 
demand was in theſe words. © Granted, iu 
regard 60 the religious orders. The 1 nbavitants, 
betng ſubjefts of Great-Britain, will enjoy ther 
properties, and the ſame privileges as in the other 


bs Majeſty's Leeward i/lands.” 


The ſeventh article was in theſe words. 


They ſhall not pay to his Majeſiy any other 
dere autres than theſe which have been paid hitherto to 


hrs 


Theartictes 
of the capi- 
tulation of 
Grenada. 
which were 
the ſame as 
thoſe of 
Martinice, 


exemptions. Their free negroes and mulattoes ſhall 
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his moſt Chriſtian Majeſiy, and the capitatiq; 1 | 
negroes upon the ſame footing it is paid at preſon Ml. 
without any other charges or inipoſts. And t 
expences of juſtice, penſions to curates, and «1, 
occafional expences, ſhall be paid by the domaine i 
- bis Britannick Majeſty, as they were by that 5 
his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty,” 


The anſwer of the Britiſh general ro this Ml: 
demand was in theſe words. Anſwered in il: WM: 
fixth article, as to what regards the inhabitants” . 


It muſt alſo be obferved that, during the Ml 
ſubjection of the iſland of Grenada to the crown WM 
of France, there were certain cuſtoms and im- MW 
poſt-duties collected upon goods imported into, Wi 
and exported out of, the ſaid iſland ; and like- 
wiſe that a capitation, or poll-tax, was paid to 
the French king by its inhabitants, h 


The defini- The definitive treaty of peace was concluded 
tive treaty ; | 
of peace in in a ſhort time after the ſurrender of Grenada, 
_ to wit, on the 10th of February, 1763. By 
this treaty, art. gth, this iſland of Grenada wa 
ceded by the king of France to the crown ol 
Great-Britain in full right, with the fare ſtipu- 
„„ Ln, Jations 
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ations in favour of the inhabitants of it as are 
oranted in the fourth article of the ſaid treaty 


Joo the inhabitants of Canada, that is; that they 


ould retain the poſſeſſion of their property of 


erery kind, moveable and immoveable, if they 


choſe to continue under the Britiſh government 
and become ſubjects to the king of Great-Bri- 
nin, and ſhould have the liberty of ſelling it 
w any of his Majeſty's ſubjects within the ſpace 
of eighteen months, and retiring, with the mo- 
ney produced by ſuch fale, to whatever country 
they ſhould think proper, if they did not chuſe 
blive under the Britiſh government; and, fur- 
ther, that they ſhould enjoy the free exerciſe of 
he worſhip of the Roman-Catholick religion, 
6 far as the laws of England, (that is, as the 
great ſtatute of queen Elizabeth for aboliſhing 
reign juriſdiction in ſpiritual matters from all 
tte dominions of the Crown, ) will permit. 


By the ſame definitive treaty of peace three 


lane, were ceded to the crown of Great- 


Piitain, namely, the iſlands of Dominica, Saint 
ncent, and Tobago: and the fourth, (which cent, and 


Saint Lucia) was ceded to the crown of th 
France, 


Very 


Hs of 
ut of the four iſlands till then called the neutral — 
called Do. 


Saint Vin- 


of Grout: 


A royal 
oclama- 
tion under 
the great 
ſeal of 
Great-Bri- 
tain, for the 
fpeedy ſet- 
tlement of 
the ifland, 
ofGrenada, 
the Grena- 
di nes, and 
the faid 
three late 
neutral 
wands; 
publiſhed 


m March, 


1763. 
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Very ſoon after the aforeſaid definitive trezy 
of peace, namely, on the 26th day of March, 
1763, his Majeſty publiſhed a proclamatic 
under the great ſeal of Great-Britain, in which 
he declared that, having taken into conſiders 


tion the great benefit that would ariſe to the 


commerce of his kingdoms and the intereſt of 
his ſubjects, from the ſpeedy ſettlement of the 
iſlands of Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica, 


Saint Vincent, and Tobago, he had thought ft, 


with the advice of his privy council, to iſſue his 
faid royal proclamation, in order to make it 
known to his loving ſubjects that he had given 
the neceſſary powers and directions for an im- 
mediate ſurvey, and diviſion into proper pariſhes 
and diſtricts, of ſuch of the ſaid iſlands as had 
not hitherto been ſo ſurveyed and divided, and 
for laying out ſuch lands in the ſaid iflands as 
were in his Majeſty's power to diſpoſe of, in 
allotments for plantations of different ſizes and 


extents, according as the nature of the land | 


ſhould be more or leſs adapted to the growth 


of ſugar, coffee, cocoa, cotton, or other articles 
of beneficial culture ; after which general de- | 
claration of his Majeſty's deſire that the faid 


. ſhould be ſettled and cultivated, the ſaid 
proclamation | 


C897 3 


1 proclamation ſpecifies the particular conditions 
under which lots of land ſhall be granted by 


cultivate them, but makes no mention of any 


modities that ſhall be produced on them. 
In the month of October of the ſame year, 

1703, was publiſhed his Majeſty's famous pro- 

chmation under the great ſeal of Great-Britain, 


in which he declared it to be his pleaſure to 


erect four new governments in the territories 
which had been lately ceded to the crown of 
Great-Britain; to wit, the governments of 
Quebeck, Eaſt-Florida, Weſt-Florida, and Gre- 
nada. In this proclamation his Majefty exhorts 
bis ſubjects of Great-Britain and Ireland, and 
his colonies in America, to refort to theſe new 
gorernments, and ſettle in them, and avail 
themſelves of the great benefits and advantages 
which muſt accrue therefrom to ther com- 
merce, manufactures, and navigation : and, as 
an encouragement to them to do ſo, he pro- 
miſes them that they ſhall be governed in the 
ſame manner as the other Enghth provinces in 
America, by a governour, council, and aſſembly, 
15 ſoon as the ſituation and circumſtances of the 
| M m m_ ſaid 


| his Majeſty to ſuch perſons as will undertake to 


| duty to be paid on the exportation of the com- 


The kings | 
proclama- | 
tion under 
the great 
ſeal of 
Great-Bri- 
tain in Oc- 
tober,176-, 
for erecting 
new civil 
govern- 
ments in 
the coun- 
tries lately 
ceded to the 
crown of 
Great-Bri- 
tain. 
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ſaid new governments will admit of the calling | the 


And of the of ſuch aſſemblies; and that, in the mean tin to 
enjoy ment 


of the be- and until ſuch aſſemblies can be called, all pern Jane 


8 - _ inhabiting in, or reſorting to, the ſaid colnis N ane 


England. may confide in bis Majeſty's royal protection for i, ¶ the 
enjoyment of the benefit of the laws of his : Wy Las | 


4 


England. the 
Colonel In purſuance of this proclamation, his Mi WW ( 
Melville's 
commiſſion jeſty, in the month of April, 1764, appoint; 
of g0Ye""” Robert Melville, Eſq; captain-general and go Hing 


nada, and vernour in chief over the ſaid iſland of GrenavWM,z 
the Grena- 


Aines, and and the Grenadines, together with the three, no 


h d 
P e (formerly neutral) iſlands called Dominica, & Ind 


ca, Saint - © TS | : | 
8 Vincent's, and Tobago, by a commiſſion unde Hatt 


and To- the great ſeal of Great-Britain. This com. 
bago; in | h ; 
April, miſſion was nearly of the fame tenour with 1 
2704+ thoſe of the governours of Quebeck and Neu. tte 

York and the other royal governments in Ame- 

rica, and authorized governour Melville, with 
It contain'a the advice and conſent of the council of the fad 


a grant of a 
power to new province, and, as ſoon as the ſituation and 


1 _ circumſtances of the ſaid iſlands would admit 


frecholders, thereof, to ſummon and call general afſemblic 
of the freeholders and planters of the ail 
ilands, and, with the advice and conſent off 

= the 
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o make, conſtitute, and ordain, laws, ſtatutes, 
and ordinances, for the publick peace, welfare, 
and good government of the faid iſlands and 
the inhabitants thereof, and ſuch other perſons 
-« ſhall reſort thereunto, and for the benefit of 
lhe king, his heirs and ſucceſſors. 


WW Governour Melville arrived in the iſland of 
WGrenada, with this commiſſion, in the follow- 

ling month of December, 1764; and, in pur- 
dance of the powers contained in it, he ſum- 
Wmoned a general aſſembly of the freeholders 
and planters of the iſland, which met in the 
latter end of the year 1765. 


In the month of July, 1764 ; that is, after 
the publication of the royal proclamation of 
October, 1763, (which promiſed the inhabi- 
Itants of the iſland of Grenada, as well as of 
Canada and Eaſt and Weſt Florida, the im- 
ediate enjoyment of the benefit of the laws 
of England, and, as ſoon as the circumſtances 
f thoſe new governments would admit thereof, 
he Engliſh mode of colony-government by a 
Wzovernour, council and aſſembly,) and after 
L Mmm 2 the 


the council of the province and ſuch aſſemblies, 


1765. 


on goods 


Governour 
Melville 
arrives in 
Grenada 
with his 
commiſſion 
of gover- 
nour, in 
December, 
1908. 
An aſſem- 
bly meets 
about Dec. 


InJuly1764 
a royal pro- 
clamation 
is iſſued un- 
der the 
great ſeal of 
Great-Bri- 
tain for 
eſtabliſhing 
the afore- 
{aid duty of 
4 per cent. 


exported 
from the 
iſland of 
Grenada. 


the paſſing of governour Melville's commiſſin 
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of governour in chief of that iſland, but befy, 
the arrival of it, with the ſaid povernour, in the 
iſland ; his Majeſty publiſhed another proce. 
mation for impoſing upon the inhabitants g 
Grenada, by virtue of his royal prerogative, the 
ſame duty of ſour and a half per cent. upon il 
dead commodities, of the growth of the fail 
iſland, which ſhould be exported from it, thy 
was already paid in the iſland of Barbados, 


. 


ret 


' and the other iſlands before- mentioned, in con- 


The words 
of the ſaid 
Proclama- 
tion. 


« weight e, the commodities of the growth ani 


ſequence of grants of the aſſemblies of thok 
iſlands. This proclamation was expreſſed in 
theſe words. © George the third, by the grit 
« of God, of Great-Britain, France and In- 
« Jand, king, defender of the faith, Cc. wall 
« #9 whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. 


« Whereas a certain impoſt, or cuſtom, of four 
* pounds and an kalf in ſpecie for every hundre 


er F#roduce of the ifland of Barbadoes, and of ti! 
e Leeward Caribbee iflands in America, ſhifft 
« off from the ſame, or any of them, is paid au 
e payable to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors : 


ct An 


| « conquered by us during the late war, and has 
| « been ceded and ſecured to us by the tate freaky 


| « of peace: 


| « that the like duty ſhould take place in our ſaid 
| © ifand of Grenada: 


| © royal will and pleaſure is; and WE Do f foreſaid 


h 
« or cuſtom, of four and an half per cent, ſhall, ofrheifla — 
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Aud, whereas the iſſand of Grenada was 


« And, whereas it is reaſonable and expedient, 
« amd of importance to our other ſugar iſlands, 


— — 8 + A —ñu—ʒ » 
> — 
— +.” * *. > 


ſe Wh HAVE THOUGHT FIT, and our e 


f the a- 


« HEREBY, BY VIRTUE OF OUR PRE- (42.0 


4x percent, 


« ROGATIVE ROYAL, ORDER, DI. _ all 


dead com- 


5 RECT, and APPOINT, that an impbſt, modities of 


4 LR 
N — 77 — — 
. — Ahore,) -ng w_— 
2 a. - ra - 
ey - * 


* from and after the 29th day of September next viGrenata, 
« enſuing the date of theſe preſents, be raiſed and exported 
© paid to US, OUR HEIRS and SUCCES- "om. 
« OR&, for and upon all dead commodities of 
« the growth or produce of our ſaid iſland of 
* GRENADA, that ſhall be ſhipped off fron 
* the ſame; in lieu of all cuſtoms and 1mpo/? 
« duties hitherto collected upon goods imported 
% and exported into and out of the ſaid iſland 
te under the authority of his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


* Jy < 


————ͤ — — PIC. - E PISSING ot oo LES oF N * 9 * * - 


« — ——u⅛ . ens 
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« jefly : AND that the ſame ſhall be colledt,} 
e paid, and levied, in ſuch manner, and 
e ſuch means, and under ſuch penalties and fr. 
te feitures, as the ſaid impoſt, or cuſtom, o 
« four and an half per cent. is, and may nm 
t be, collected, paid, and levied in our ſui 
e and of Barbadbes and our faid Leewari 
46 ſands. 


« And we do hereby require and command tk 
c preſent governour or commander in chief, ani 
e the governour or commander in chief for ti 
i time being, and the officers of our cuſtoms i 


e the ſaid iſland of Grenada, now and hereafter | 


« for the time being, and all others whom it may 
©. concern, that they do, reſpectively, take cart 
te #9 collect, levy, and receive, the ſaid imo, 
te or cuſtom, according to our royal will and 


e pleaſure, ſignified by theſe preſents. 


Continua - © And, whereas a poll tax was levied ani 


tion of the 


poll tax le. paid by the inhabitants of our ſaid ifland if 


«ied on the 
ov one « Grenada, whilſt it was under ſubbjection to hs 


of Grenada « of} Chriſtian Majeſly, IT IS OUR ROYAL 


in the time 


in be oe ILL AND PLEASURE THAT fu 


3 « poll- tax as was levied, collected, and paid by 


« the inhabitants of the ſaid iſland, hilft i 
&« qua 
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d, under ſubjection to his moſt Chriſtian 
« Majeſty, ſhall be continued therein during 
| « our royal will and pleaſure; and that the 
| « ſame ſhall be collected, levied, and paid to 
| « ys, our beirs and ſucceſſors, at ſuch times 
and in ſuch manner, and by ſuch ways and 


e feitures, and upon ſuch terms, and with ſuch 
4 privileges and exemptions, as the ſame was 
| ® collected, levied, and paid whillt the ſaid 
and was under ſuch ſubjection to his moſt 
e Chriſtian Majeſty, inaſmuch as the ſame are 
4 not contrary to the laws of Great-Britain; 
and that the account and number of the in- 
e babitants and ſlaves therein ſhall be, from 
time to time, kept, and delivered in, by ſuch 


times, and under ſuch regulations, ſanctions, 


* and under which, the ſame were tgken, kept, 
and delivered in, during the time the ſaid 


" jefty, as aforeſaid, inaſmuch as the ſame are 
not contrary to the laws of Great-Britain, 


* 4nd WE DO hereby REQUIRE and 


. COMMAND the preſent governour or com- 


a mander 


| « means, and under ſuch penalties and for- 


* perſon and perſons, and at ſuch time and 


| penalties, and forfeitures, reſpecti vely, as, 


i and was ſubjef to bis moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
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« winder in chief, and the governour, or con. 


ec nander in chief, for the time being, and th 


« ſeveral officers of our revenue, now and jy 
* the time being, and all others whom it ng 


We concern, that they ao r eſpectively take Care - 


&« fo collect, levy, and receive, the money ariſ 
ce ing, and to ariſe, by the ſaid tax, and 5 
© pay, and account for, the ſame, to the r. 
ce cerver-general and collector of our caſul 
cc revenue in our ſaid land, for the ting 
« being, according to our royal will and plu. 
« ſure ſignified by theſe. preſents,” This wi 


the tenour of the letters patent by which ti: MW 


king, by his royal prerogative, impoſed the 
faid duty of four and a half per cent. on goot; 
exported, on the inhabitants of Grenada, 


FRENCHMAN. 
Truly the ſtyle of this inſtrument is ver 
lofty. There is a great deal of requiring aui 
commanding, and of the royal will and pleqſin 
in it; which muſt have made the French in- 
habitants of Grenada recollect the ſtyle of thet 
former ſovereign, who deals much in expre* 
ſions of the ſame kind, ſuch as Youlons et a. 
donnons, et il ncus Flait, and Cir tel oft notre WL 


Fla 


pa 


( 465 J 
ai ir, But ſurely this muſt have been very 
alarming to the Engliſh inhabitants who were 
lately come to ſettle in that iſland, and who 
| had been accuſtomed to very different notions 
| of royal authority. I ſhould imagine they muſt 
have been thrown into great conſternation by it. 
| And even the inhabitants of England itſelf had 
no great reaſon to be pleaſed at ſeeing an attempt 
of this kind in a country that made a part of 
| the Britiſh dominions, and in which the king 
| had declared by his proclamation of October, 
1763, that the inhabitants ſhould be governed 
by an aſſembly of the people, as ſoon as the 
circumſtances of the iſland would admit of it, 


and, in the mean time, ſhould enjoy the benefit 


of the laws of England. For they might rea- 
ſonably apprehend that, what was done at that 
time in that part of the dominions of the Crown, 
J notwithſtanding the declared right of its inha- 


bitants to be governed according to the laws of 


England, might one day or other be made uſe 
of as a precedent for an act of the like nature 
in England itſelf, or for the impoſition of a 
new tax on the people without conſent of 
parliament. 


Nan E N Ge 
Ty 1 


tlers in 


The afore- 
{aid procla- 
mation 
muſt have 
been very 
alarming 
to the new 


Engliſh ſet- 


Grenada. 
It ought al- 


ſo to have 5 
alarmed tage 
inhabitants ü 
of Old Eng- 
land itſelf, 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


Vet it ws Your remark is very juſt: and, I think, i 
very little 
attended to Ought to have been ſo conſidered in England Wi * 
in England. But 1 do not hear that it was fo, but rather, I 
on the contrary, that little, or no, notice wa Ne 
taken of it there. Even the members of Mt! 
the Houſe of Commons who were moſt in 8 
oppoſition to the meaſures of government, fad Ir 
nothing about it, though it would, in my op- ci 
It would nion, have been a juſter ground of complaint e 


ws been * 
> better againſt the miniſter of ſtate, who adviſed it, th 
- pon (which was Mr. George Grenville) than an th 
plaint in other thing they could alledge againſt him, I 
parliament | 


againſt the Nor would it have been at all ſurprizing if the 
miniſters of 


gate of that Houſe of Commons had, in conſequence of 6's 
I _—_—_ dangerous a meaſure, addreſſed the king 1 
| 1 remove both the miniſter who adviſed it, and 
| << again the Lord Chancellor, who concurred in it H 
| them. putting the great ſeal to the above-mentionzliſ 
letters patent, from his preſence and counci 
for ever. But the fa& is, (which I don't wel 
know how to account for) that nothing of thi 

kind was ſo much as talked of, 


* 


FRENCH 
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FRENCHMAN. 


This omiſſion of the Britiſh parliament to An infe- 

| 0p rene 
take any notice of ſo dangerous an act of royal dawn from 
prerogative, merely, (as it ſhould ſeem,) be- ** inatter- 
cauſe it happened out of the narrow limits of Britih par- 


1 is 


tion of the 


gree, the deſire of the Americans to be exempt 
from its authority, For, if the parliament is 
diſpoſed to exert its authority only for the pur- 
poſe of laying taxes on them, when deſired by 
the officers of the Crown to do fo, and not for 
the purpoſe of procuring taxes to be taken off, 


authority of the Crown, the Americans will have a 
fight to ſay that the members of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment have not that fellow- feeling for the con- 
tion of their American fellow- ſubjects which 
s neceſſary to induce them to take proper care 
of their intereſts, and to qualify them to be 
he conſtitutional guardians of their liberties. 
2 ſuch a caſe (whatever the law upon this 


e a matter of neceſſity towards the future good 
ernment of the American provinces, either 
we lat they ſhould, for the future, ſend repre- 


Nnn 2 ſentatives 
ers to the Britiſh parliament, or the parliament ought to 
ithem, and reſign that part of its authority to the American 


| 2 . . liament to 
their own iſland, ſeems to juſtify, in ſome de- the injuries 


done to tte 


when illegally laid upon them by the ſingle 


ubject may have been heretofore) it ſeems to 


people of 
America. 


Either the 
people of 
America 
ought to 
ſend mem- 
torvear to 
aſſemblies. 
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ſentatives to the Britiſh parliament, who, it may 
be hoped, will be more attentive to their intereſt 
than the Britiſh members, who already fit there 
have, by experience, been Wund to be, or that 
they ſhould be left to take care of their ohn 

concerns in their own aſſemblies, without any 
interference of the Britiſh parliament, at leaſt i 
this important buſineſs of taxation. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


The Americans reaſon in this manner, and 


The mini- with but too juſt cauſe ; ſince, till within theſe 


f ſtat f of 
in England, twelve or fifteen years, neither the Britiſh par- 


ull within liament nor the miniſters of ſtate in England, 
theſetwelve 


or fifteen ſeemed to take the leaſt concern about the 
years laſt : | ; 
paſt, have affairs of America, (except as to the regulation 


donde cin of their trade,) any further than as it ſerved 


no other the latter as a fund for them to provide for their 
view than | | 


as a fund to managers of parliamentary elections, or for 


provice ige their poor relations, or for their companions 


and favour- who had run out their fortunes in keeping 
Ites; exce p ö | : | | 
as to the re- company with them, or for their other favou 
pr 4 rites, by giving them the offices of governours 
thither. or chief juſtices, of the American provinces, d 

thoſe other more deſireable employments d 

provoſt-marſhalls and clerks of the council 


ſecretarie 
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ectetaries, regiſters of deeds and patents, and 
regiſters in Chancery, and the like, which we 
have already ſpoken of, and which might be 
executed by deputies in America, who farmed 
them of their principals in England at con- 
ſiderable rents. Theſe are old and juſt com- 
plaints of the Americans, and which I therefore 
with to ſee removed. But, when the produce 
of the four and a half per cent. duty at Barba- 
does, (which was granted, as we have ſeen, 
for the maintenance of the king's authority in 
that iſland) was diverted from the purpoſes for 
which it had been granted, and was given away 


in penſions to perſons reſiding in England, or 


ſpent in ſome other manner in England without 


any regard to the welfare of the people of Bar- F 
badoes, in almoſt every reign (as I believe,) 


ſince the year 1663, in which it was granted, 
to the preſent time, 1 do not find that the Britiſh 
parliament has ever complained of ſuch miſ- 
application of it. Nor, when the fame duty 
was laid on the inhabitants of Grenada by the 
king's prerogative in the year 1764, (which, 
as you juſt now obſerved, was a meaſure of ſo 
very alarming a nature,) did the Britiſh parlia- 
ment take the leaſt notice of it. And other 

ſuch 


per cent by the ſingle authority of the Crown on the 
of the laid iſland in the year 1704. | 


e 
reſts of the 
: 40 

it N 


Negligence 
of the inte- 185 
reſts of Bar- 
badoes bj 
the Britiſh 
parliament 
upon the 

frequent 

miſapplica- 
tions of the 
produce of . 4 
the 4; per | 

cent. duty ' 1 
paid in that 
iſland. = 


Negligence Wl 
of the inte- 


iſland of 
Grenada 
by the Bri- A 
tiſh parlia- Wil 
ment upon 
the illegal 
impoſition MM 
of the ſaid Wl 
dut of 4* Wt 
inhabitant; 9 hy 
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ſuch inſtances might be given of their ſupine. 
neſs and inſenſibility with reſpe& to the con. 
cerns of America. So that I think you a 


perfectly well warranted in the concluſion you 


draw from their negligence, to wit, that they ar 
not, in their preſent condition, worthy of, or ft 
for, the high truſt of being the guardians of the 


liberties and intereſts of America, notwithſtand. 
ing they may, by the law, (as it has hitherto 


ſtood,) be intitled to act as ſuch ; and, conſe- 
quently, that it is now neceſſary that they ſhoul! 


either admit repreſentatives from the A:nericin 
provinces to fit and vote in the Britiſh Houle of 
Commons, (with the circumſtance of an annual 
re: election, to keep them dependant upon their 
American conſtituents and attentive to their 
welfare,) or that they ſhould renounce the 


government of America for the future in the 


important article of taxation, and leave them 


to be governed, with reſpect to that ſubject and 


to their other domeſtick concerns, by their own 


aſſemblies. However, I will now, if you pleaſe, 
return to the hiſtory of the four and a half per 
cent. duty in Grenada, of which you deſired 
me to relate the particulars. 


FRENCH: 
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FRENCHMAN. 


beg you would, For I long to hear the Of the 
ſequel of it, and particularly to know upon —_ 


| what ground the officers of the Crown could e 
| pretend to juſtify ſo arbitrary a meaſure as the king's mi- 


N . niſters of 
impoſition of a tax on the ſubjects of the crown gate in the | 
| oy . he TE: | | 1 year 1764 1 
of Great-Britain by virtue of the royal prero- Imagine: 
gative only. For, as this was done in the ad- to be lawful 


4” : | . to impoſe oy, 
miniſtration of Mr, George Grenyille, (who, 4. 1 


the ſaid du- 
by your account, was a very able and diligent Io 62 
| miniſter of ſtate, and who had ſtudied the con- fingle au. 
ſtitution of his country and was animated by & the Clos. 
zeal for its welfare,) I cannot help ſuſpecting 
that there muſt have been ſome circumſtance 
belonging to the iſland of Grenada which di- 
ſtinguiſhed it, in his opinion, from the other 
dominions of the Crown, and made it more 
immediately ſubject to the power and pleaſure 
| of the Crown. For, ſurely, a miniſter of his 
n character would never have adviſed the king to 
e, WW impoſe a tax, by virtue of his prerogative alone, 
er on the inhabitants of Great-Britain, or even of 
ed the old Engliſh provinces of America; — more 
eſpecially as he was, at that very time, prepar- 
ing to make uſe of the authority of the Britiſh 


p rliament 
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parliament for the purpoſe of impoſing the 

ſtamp- duty both on the inhabitants of Grenad 

and of all the other provinces in Americ, 

There is ſome myſtery in this which I do ng 

comprehend, and which 1 therefore hope you 
will explain to me. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


I agree with you in thinking that Mr. Gren. 
ville was not a man that would have adviſe 
the king to lay a tax, by his prerogative only, 
| either on his ſubjects in Great-Britain or on 
| thoſe in the old Engliſh colonies. Indeed it 
would have been madneſs to attempt it in 
either of thoſe countries. But, I will even go 
further, and am willing to believe, that he did 
not wiſh the king to have ſuch a power, and 
would-not, therefore, have adviſed his Majeſty 
to aſſume and exerciſe this power in any remot: 
and helpleſs part of the Britiſh dominions, in 
which he had conceived the conſtitution of the 
government and the rights of the inhabitants ti 
be the ſame as either in Great-Britain or thi 
old provinces of America, fo as to form a pte. 
cedent of the kind you mentioned, wic 


might one 97 be made uſe of to the prejudice 
of 


I 4%: 1] 


of the liberties of Great-Britain or the faid 

Engliſh provinces. But he conceived, (as I Conjeftures 

IF- hat the i Gt . concerning 

conjecture,) that the impoſition of this duty on the aid 

the inhabitants of Grenada by the royal prero- Srounds. 

ative was warranted upon two or three peculiar 

rounds, which related to that iſland only, 

and diſtinguiſhed it both from Great-Britain 

and Ireland and from the old Engliſh provinces 

America. Theſe grounds were as follows. 

iſt, The circumſtance of its being a conquered iſt, the: 
ripht of 


ountry ; Which, in Mr. Grenville's opinion, conqueſt. 
probably, made it liable to be governed by the 


N 9 5 ö | * | | o 
. Wing's abſolute will and pleaſure. 2dly, The 2dly, the 
it reference to 


ſipulation contained in the anſwer to the 6th the king's 
a 3 : . Leeward 
article of the capitulation, which was in theſe l, 1 


yords, © That the inhabitants, being ſuljecis of the 6th ar- 
reat-Britain, will enjoy their properties, and 2 rl © 
le ſame privileges as in the other his Majeſty's don. 
erward iflands ;” from which words Mr. Gren- 

lle might, perhaps, think it reaſonable to infer, 

lat the intention of this article of the capitu- 

ation was to make the inhabitants of this iſland 

able to pay to the Crown the ſame taxes as 

rere paid to it in the other Leeward iſlands, 

I which this duty of four and a half per cent. 

pon dead commodities exported, was one. 


OOO And, 
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zaͤly, The 
ſuppreſſion 
of the old 
French du- 
ties; which 
gave to the 
new duty of 
42 Per cent. 
the appear- 
ance of an 
exchange. 


Remarks 
on the in- 
ſufficiency 
of the ſaid 
reaſons. 


Inſufficien- 
cy of the 

ſecond rea- 
ſon,derived 


 . fromthere- 


ference to 
theLeeward 
iſlands in 
the capitu- 
lation. 


extraordinary meaſure; which otherwiſe I : 


ſo extraordinary a proceeding. For, firſt, a 
to the anſwer to the ſixth article of the capiu 


L 494 3 


And, 3dly, thoſe words of the letters paty 
impoſing this duty of four and a half per c 
which declare the faid duty to be impoſed ;j 
lieu of the duties formerly paid in that iſ 
upon goods imported into, and exported out 
it, in the time of the French government 
This ſuppreſſion of the old French duties ging 
the impoſition of the new duty the appearang 
of an exchange, and, if the French duties wer 
heavier than this new duty of four and a hy 
per cent., (which is, however, more than Ic 
affirm,) a benefit to the inhabitants of thy 
iſland. Theſe are the reaſons which (as I con 
jecture) induced Mr. Grenville to adviſe thi 


utterly at a loſs to account for. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Theſe reaſons have ſomething plauſible | 
them, but do not ſeem to be ſufficient to juſli 


lation,—In order to ground the inference jo 
have mentioned, it will be neceſſary to under 
ſtand the words he ſame previleges as in l. 


Majeſeys Leeward ng, to mean ve jan 
burth1 


L 08-1 


[ound in thoſe iſlands ; which is a harſh, doubt- 
B11, unnatural, interpretation of them, and by 
no means ſufficient to be a ground for exacting 


queſt. The more natural meaning of theſe 
words ſeems to be this; * That, as the inha- 


of paying no taxes but ſuch as they have them- 
elves freely granted to the Crown by their 
aſſemblies, ſo the inhabitants of Grenada ſhould 


uch as they ſhall themſelves freely grant to 
e Crown by an aſſembly of the fame nature 
xs thoſe of the Leeward iſlands.” This is truly 
; privilege ; and a very important one; and 
herefore muſt be ſuppoſed to have been con- 
eyed to the people of Grenada by the word 


urther be obſerved that, if the inhabitants of 
renada had become liable to pay this duty of 
dur and a half per cent. by virtue of this ſixth 
ticle of the capitulation, which granted them 
e privileges of the inhabitants of the Leeward 
lands, they would have become ſo immediately 
Von the conqueſt, in the year 1762, and not 
Oo O 2 have 


lurtbens and taxes, as well as privileges, as are 


| tax from the inhabitants of the new con- 


bitants of the Leeward iſlands have the privilege 


have the privilege of paying no new taxes but 


r1V:leges in the capitulation, And it muſt 
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under pretence of the capitulation, after the 
concluſion of the treaty of peace, which pu 


1 — — I — — — 
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have continued free from it till the year 176% 
when it was impoſed by the aforeſaid letter 


patent. For the proviſions of the Capitulation 
were principally, if not wholly, intended fo 


the ſecurity and benefit of the inhabitants gf 


Grenada during the continuance of the wa, 


and until the final ſettlement of their condition 


by the treaty of peace, when the iſland would 


either be reſtored to the crown of France cor 


ceded to the crown of Great-Britain, The 


treaty of peace made a new and more perma- 
nent proviſion for the future condition of the 
inhabitants who ſhould chuſe to continue in 
the ceded iſland; which proviſion muſt be ſup- 
poſed to have ſuperſeded the articles of the 
capitulation in all points in which it did not 
expreſsly confirm them. Whatever therefore 
was not judged to be binding on the inhabitants 
of that iſland by virtue of the capitulation in 
the interval between the capitulation and the 


treaty of peace, while the capitulation was the 


only inſtrument of authority relating to them, 
ought not to have been impoſed on them, 


an end to the vil” of the capitulation 
except 


ſugar iſlands pay it, 


11 


except in thoſe articles which it confirmed, 
which I do not perceive to have been the caſe 
with this fixth article of the capitulation, 
which mentions the privileges of the Leeward 
Caribbee iſlands. So that I think this pretence 
of a ground for impoſing this duty of four 
and a half per cent. upon the inhabitants of 
the iſland of Grenada by virtue of the capitu- 
lation in 1762, is very weak and inſufficient 
for the purpoſe. Nor indeed 1s there the leaſt 
alluſion to the articles of capitulation in the 
letters patent, which impoſe this duty, as you 
have recited them : but they mention only the 
conqueſt of the iſland and the ceſſion of it to 
the crown of Great-Britain by the treaty of 
peace, — and the inconvenience that will ac- 
crue to the other ſugar iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies, if Grenada ſhould be exempt from the 
payment of this duty while the king's other 
as the grounds for im- 
poſing this duty on the inhabitants of the iſland 
of Grenada. And then it is ſtated, in the 
clauſe which impoſes this duty, that it is in lieu 
of the duties, both of importation and exporta- 
tion, which uſed to be paid in the time of the 
French government. So that I am inclined to 

5 think 
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think that Mr. Grenville, or whoever elſe ad. 
viſed his Majeſty to lay this duty upon the 
people of Grenada, did not rely on the ſaid 
fixth article of the capitulation as a legal ground 
for ſuch a meaſure, but reſted it rather on the 


rights of conqueſt and on the circumſtance of 


its being a kind of exchange for the duties 


which had been paid on goods imported and 
exported in the time of the French govern- 


ment. 


ENGLISHMAN. 


You may poſſibly be very right in this opi- 
nion: and I am inclined to join with you in it, 
But I was willing to mention every citcum- 
ſtance that could poſſibly be ſuppoſed to miſlead 


Mr. Grenville into ſo wrong a meaſure : for 


zs ſuch I muſt ever conſider it; the other two 


grounds that we have mentioned, that of the 
right accruing to the Crown by conqueſt, and 
thit of this duty's being laid in lieu of the 


French duties, being both of them, in my 
opinion, very far from ſufficient to juſtify it. 


FRENCH- 


; as LY Mit. * 3 
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FRENCHMAN. 


The latter of theſe reaſons is evidently a Inſuffcien- f 
3 ; | cy of the ik 

very weak one. For in the firſt place, the third rea- 
French duties, for which it is inſinuated this oO 8 


was an exchange, were already aboliſhed (when Which isde- wt 
25 rived from 


this new duty was impoſed,) by the abolition a ſuppoſi- 

| tion that the 
of the trade to Old France. It was therefore er, I 
impoſſible that this new duty ſhould be an N 3; 
exchange for thoſe old ones, which no longer change for 


had any being. And, in the ſecond place, aero 
if thoſe French duties had continued to ſubſiſt duties. 
after the peace by a permiſſion, on the part of 
Great-Britain, to the inhabitants of the iſland 
of Grenada to continue to trade to Old France, 
yet no exchange could have been made of 
choſe old duties for any new duty without 
the conſent of the people who were to pay it, 
unleſs it were by virtue of the fame authority 
which would have been ſufficient to lay any 
new tax upon them without aboliſhing the 
old ones. For every exchange implies the 
conſent of both the parties that make it, in 
order to its being a real and fair exchange : 
and no man has a right to take from any other 
e a houſe, 
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a houſe, or a horſe, or any other part of hi 


property, and to give him ſomething elſe in 


the lieu of it, without his conſent, even thouch 
the thing ſo given in lieu of the former ſhould 
be of ſuperiour value to it. A forced ex- 
change is therefore either an act of violence 
and injuſtice or an act of ſuperiority and 
authority. And all that can be inferred from 
the abolition of the old French duties paid 
in the iſland of Grenada, in favour of th: 
impoſition of the new duty of four and a half 
per cent., is, that it would have been reaſon- 
able, and equitable, and expedient, that the 
ſaid new duty ſhould be impoſed there 5 


Some proper and adequate authority in lieu of 


the ſaid French duties that were aboliſhed, 
but not that the king thereby . acquired the 
right to impoſe the ſaid new duty by virtue 


of his royal prerogative. The expediency of 


having a new tax laid on the people for any 
publick ſervice will never, in any country, 
veſt a particular magiſtrate with the legal right 
of impoſing ſuch a tax, if he had not the 
faid right before; but will only juſtify the 
magiſtrates, or other perſons, who are already 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a legal right, in exerting it 

| | | for 


| which indeed ſeems to be the ground prin- that which 
tent, by which the faid duty was impoſed. on in the 
| purpoſe I do not know, But I never yet heard 3 


| provinces in Nuit which they had obtained bliſhed. 


ceſſion of ſuch countries to it by the former 


F abt } 


for the purpoſe of impoſing ſuch reaſonable 

tax. So that, in my opinion, the only ground 
upon which Mr. Grenville could, with any 
appearance of reaſon, juſtify this meaſure of 
adviſing the king to impoſe a tax on the people 

of Grenada by virtue of his royal prerogative r firſt 
only, was the right that might accrue to the Pose 8. 9 
Crown, to govern them according to its will tioned, to 


wit, the 


and pleaſure, in conſequence of the conqueſt ; right of 
conqueſt, is 


dpally inſiſted on in the aforeſaid letters pa- ben 


royal pro- 
How far this ground is ſufficient for this 2 
Wnlc 


8 ty of 42 per 
that the kings of Great Britain governed thoſe x Sg A wr 


by conqueſt, (as the province of New-York 
in North-America, and the iſland of Jamaica) 
in a different manner from their other pro- 
vinces, which were planted by colonies from 
Great-Britain, I beg you would therefore Of the pre- 
inform me what the law of England i is under- che crown 


the crown 


of Great- 
ſtood to be upon that ſubject, or what rights Bit-iawich 


the crown of Great-Britain is ſuppoſed to ac- 7e{pe® ” 
conquere 
quire over conquered countries after the final ley fg 


ſrereigns of them. 


This in- 
quiry, toge- 
ther with 
the other 
matters 

that remain 


| the ſubject 
of America, 
muſt be 
poſtponed 
to ſome 

other op- 
portunity. 


to be diſ- 
cuſſed on 
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ENGLISHMAN. 


You are entering upon a curious and in. 
portant ſubject, on which I will endeayoy 


to give you all the ſatisfaction in my power; 


though I doubt whether I ſhall be able to 
ſatisfy you perfectly upon it, becauſe it is a 
matter that is by no means clear and ſettled 
amongſt the Engliſh lawyers themſelves. But, 


as this inquiry will probably run into confi- 


derable length, and we have already ſpent ſo 
much time in this political converſation, I muſt 


beg leave to poſtpone the confideration of this 


and the other ſubjects I promiſed to touch 


upon with you, concerning the expediency of 


removing the apprehenſions of the North- 
Americans that biſhops will be eſtabliſhed 


amongſt them without the conſent of their 


aſſemblies, and concerning the expediency of 
amending the conſtitutions of the provincial 
councils in the ſeveral royal governments, 
(which are governed only by the king's com- 
miſſions, without a charter,) by increaſing, to 
at leaſt twice their preſent number, the mem- 


bers of ſuch councils, and appointing them to 


hold 
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hold their ſeats in the faid councils during 
their lives or good behaviour, inſtead of the 
mere pleaſure of the Crown, to dome other 


opportunity. 


FRENCHMAN. 


Well; I am ſorry we are obliged to part, 
though I muſt needs confeſs it is high time to 
| do ſo, as the day is fo far ſpent. But I hope 
we ſhall ſoon meet again, to compleat the 
diſcuſſion of theſe ſubjects, which have greatly 
excited my curiofity, In the mean time TI | 
am very much obliged to you for the infor- 
mation you have this day given me. So fare- 
well. 


d THE END OF THE FIRST DIALOGUE. 
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